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Vetern Tamil Scholar

Mr. Vadivelu who was born in Batticaloa on 9th December 1919 perma-
nently shifted his residence to Trincomalee in 1946. He began his teaching career in
Batticaloa and served in Trincomalee for about 35 years. He served as principal of
Trincomalee Koneswara School for about 25 years. Though he retired from teach-
ing career in 1976 he continued his Writing, religious and social activities.

Late Mr. Vadivelu is the author of serveral literary and research works on
the history of Tamils of Trincomalee. The masterpiece of his research works is
“Thirukonamalai Mavatta Thiruthalangal” (Trincomalee District Holy Places). He
wrote this book on the assignment by then Hindu Cultural Ministry in 1980s.
Mr. Vadivelu visited every Hindu temple in each village in the district by foot from
the down south Verugal to Thennamaravady in the north of the Trincomalee district
and collected materials from manuscripts and stone scriptures found in temples.

“Thirukonamalai Mavatta Thiruthalangal”(Trincomalee District Holy Places)
is considered by eminent educationists as a reference for research on Trincomalee
history.

Sources said his other research works included “Thirukonesar Stone Scrip-
tures,” and ‘“Thirukonamalai Anthathy” E

“The Government of Sri Lanka and leading Saiva Institutions in Tamilnadu in
India had conferred on him with several honorary titles including Vidwasironmani,
Thirumuraichelvar and Kalabooshanam. He held the posts of the Secretary of
Trincomalee Koneswaram Temple Society, Trincomalee Sivajoga Samajam and
Trincomalee District Young Men Hindu Association.

=S. Gurunathan
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Vadivel Chinnaiya

Vadivel chinnaiya is the man who had formally done the initiation
“ Vidhyarambham” for me, when I was 4 years old. There are hundreds of others
like me in Trinco, who were formerly initated into this Hindu holy rite in the educa-
tional process, I am sure.

About two months ago, Swami Omkarananda (from Chennai) was here in New
Zealand, for giving a series of lectures in Vedanta. After the lectures , I went to meet
him privately at where he was staying .As soon as I told him that we are from a
place called Trincomalee in Sri Lanka, he said there is a man called Vadivelu master,
who spends the whole day with me whenever I went to Trincomalee and he spoke
very highly of Vadivel Chinnaiya!

The day after the funeral took place in Trincomalee, Tamilnet carried the
news as well as published funeral photographs. I could not control my tears in front -
of the computer, when I enlarged the photograph. His body surrounded with all the
beautiful flowers, 2 medals for whatever reasons he was awared placed around
neck, his face looking exactly the same as I saw him 21 years ago for a last time,
when I left Ceylon. He was such a nice man, dedicated his entire life for a serving
the Trincomalee people, Tamil langueage, Hindu religion and the Sanyasis.

In the Vadanta studies, when I come across the qualities they suggest one
* should have for self realization, he had it all.

Like living a life of Karma yaga. Brahmacharya, not having too fhany desires,

living a simple & pure life, vegetarianism, etc I can go on adding.......!
All these I saw in Vadivel Chinnaiya’s life. =
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In fact, Tused to wonder whether my meeting Swami Gangadharanandaji in
my early days, may be I was 10 or 11 years old then, was instrumental in the search
for the truth in my later life. Deep in my heart , I sincerely thank Chainnaiya for
bringing spiratualism to Trincomalee and for his efforts in establishing the Sivayoya
Samajam. :

He touched so many people’s lives, yet he did not expect anything from
anybody in return.A true Karma Yogi he was ,living the life as Krishana Bhagavan
taught in the Bhagavad- Gita!

One’s separation from the physical body is not the end of the Atma. Lets us
be thankful to the Lord for the gift of Vadivel Chainnaiya. Lets us rejoice in our
hearts for that fine and precious gift! Coming in contact with him has enriched all
our lives in varios ways, to me specially spiritually. Our being at place will give
shanthi to Channaiya’s Atma.

Thought he was born in Batticaloa, he dedicated his entire life for serving
the Trincomalee Tamil people. Trincomalee has lost a true son of its soil.

According to the elecronic media, the Trincomalee Member of Parliament,
Mr. R. Sampanthar was quoted as suggesting in his funeral epiloque, a suitable
Memorial should be set up for this remarkable man. Should this proposal eventu-

~ ate, I am sure the Trincomalee Tamil Diaspora will be very supportive.

Thank you for giving me this privilege of sharing my reflections. My sincere
thanks go to the Webmaster of Tamilnet, for their prompt reporting. Aum Tat Sat.

Sundaramahesan Jeyakurar
Auckland, New Zealand. .
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PUNDIT R. SELVATHURAI

(Vadivelu Master)
Sage & Savent

The passing away of Pundit R Selvathurai, known affectionately by one
and all as Vadivelu Master, has taken away from the religious, literary and social
scence in Sri Lanka. one who towered amongst men with his erudition, devotion to
duty and adherence to the tenets of Hinduism, the sanatana dharma.He was a man
of principles, one of which was, “It is not who is right that is of greatest importance
but what is right.” ’

What struck any person who met Vadivelu Master for the first time was his
rectitude. Its is not often that one meets people, especially in Sri Lanka, of whom
the outstanding characteristic is rectitude. Some how Vadivelu Master was able to
convey the impression of absolute integrity within the shortest possible time by the
way he bore himself, always straight, the way he spoke and the way he acted.One
very quickly knew that here was a person in whom there was no deceit.He had the
greatest respect for the truth unlike the politicians of Sri Lanka who will promise to
build a bridge even where there is noriver!

When we are mourning the sudden and unexpeceted loss of one who was
near and dear to all of us, it is but the fitting to reflect on those qualities and actions
of this great man that made him a legend in him time. For these reflections I draw on
my personal knowledge of Vadivelu master. It is our duty and responsibility to
enshrine and immortalise the vision and the ideals that were the mark and symbols
especially dear to Vadivelu Master ‘s heart. Let us pause and join him in spirit in the
great beyond and listen as he softly cries: “Search for the what is right and not who
isright!” and perpetuate the ideas he strove for.
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Vadivelu Master was a scholar par excellence whose life was a closely kint
tapestry of many hues in which supreme intellect was interwoven with spectacular
achievements in the field of education where his grest strength, apart from his pro-
digious memory, lay in his distinctive administrative ability and leadership.At the
Ramakrishna Mission Hindu Vidyalam in Trincomalee he welded his group of
tearchers into a closely knot team and succeeded in raising the school to the status
of one of the leading educational institutions in the District of Trincomalee.

Vadivelu Master was indefatigable in his quest for knowledge and was
continuosly opening windows for both our youth and their teachers to the fast-
growing modern world of knowledge anchored to a traditional Tamil Hindu
Foundation. His work was ample demonstration of the fact that the school was not
merely an institution concerned with distributing doses of prescribed learning but
rather that it was the motivational force towards creating an awareness of the ever-
expanding human horizon in the world of today.

\ Vadivelu Master wanted the most for the youth to be placed under his
tutelage, particularly because he truly belived that the eventual eradication of the
problem of unemployment could be achieved only through enhanced education and
the narrowing of the gap in educational facilities. Through the provision of a
dynamic educational system complete with Tamil Language and Hinduism as
cementing froces, he was confident that we could equip our young men and women
with the requisite enthusiasm and zeal to serve their mother land in the best way
possible.

His foremost principal was ahimsa or non - violence for the Hindu views all
living forms as sacred. To him non-violence was linked to truth in the search for
peace.As Mahatma Ganghi said: The way of peace is the way of truth.... Thuthfuleness
is even more importent than peace fulness.Indeed lyingis the mother of violence.A
truthful man can not long remain violent.He will perceive in the course of his
research that he has no need to be violent, and he will further discover than so long
as there is the slightest trace of violence in him, he will fail to find the truth he 1s
searching for
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His second principle was that as Hindus, we should live in tune Nature and
not plunder Nature to the point of destruction in order to enrich ourselves.His view
reminded me of the words of Wordsworth, the English poet, who wrote:

One impulse from a vernal wood
Can teach you more of man
Ofmoral evil and of good

Than all the sages can

His third principle was the Unity of Mankind.Hinduism goes further than
biblical injunction “ Love thy neighbour as thyself ”, and exhours as consider our
neighbour as bar of ourserves and that, if we hurt our neighbour, we hurt ourselves
in the process.

AUM NAMASIVAYA
SHANTHI ! SHANTHI !! SHANTHI !!!
K. Sivapalan
Former Principal
Ramakrishna Mission Hindu College
Trincomalee, Sri Lanka.
77 Cannon Grove
Fetchan, Leatherhead
Surrey KT 22 9 LP
United Kingdom.
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'PANDITH R.VADIVELLL

It was a terrific shock to me, when I read the obituary Notice of pandit R.
Vadivelu, Retired principal my most respcted gentleman. Pandit R. Vadivelu’s
recital of HINDU RELIGOIOUS THOUGHT over radio was a regular feature
from 1950 to 1965.

Going down memory lane glimpses of his past life flash acress my mind,
aperfect gentleman is no more.

Pandit walked in the corridors or power yet he kept his head. He was
humble in his deeply religious achievement.

Pandit took defeat and success in life in a humble manner.
With his death ,Eeastren Provice has lost a veteran Religious Leader.

Our heartfelt sympathies to his beloved brother Subramaniam and his wife
and other members of his family.

May Pathirakail Amman his chosen deity bless his soul with peace and
eteral bliss.

OM SHANTHI!
V.Gnanesampanthen

Trincomalee
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a loss of a great Literary and spiritual scholar

Agreat ‘pandit’ dearly known as Vadivel master to the peorle in Trincomalee
left his mortal coil and attained eternal bliss on November 05-2004 at the age of
85. “ Service to man is service to God ” - Baba His Service to Tamil community
and Hinduism is monumental.

To me he was known as “Sinniyah.” Althouth I was not fortunate enough to
be in his presence throughout my life, I never missed his satsang whenerver I visited
Trinco. He is very dear to our family, especially to my sister at home since my
mother passed away in April 2002, His caring visits became more frequent. his
affection for my sisters was so great that it was by mere intuition my sister Chandra
rushed to his home to be near his bedside at the time his atma left his mortal body.

Our beloved swami, Bhagwan Sri Sathya Sai Baba has prescribed that
“Naamasmarana” is the easiest way to win the Divine Grace to liberate from worldly
bondage. Sinnaiyah was gifted to sing to glory of the Divine and he had composed
holy songs, poems and lyrics and delivered divinely discourses on many different
occasions and places. He was blessed to be in constant communion with God by
his consistent divinely words, thoughts and deeds.

when I last visited him,I had an inner feeling that it may probably be my last
visit to sinniyah I know that I will miss his satsang in future but I should not be
selfish. Let us Pray together for his sole to rest in Peace at the lotus feet of Our
beloved Lord Sai. May Swami give courage and strength to all the members ofhis
family to bear the loss of a great personality who devoted his life for the advance-
ment of our Religion and language.

* Loka samasta SukinoBhavantu ”
Aom shanthi! Shanthi !! Shanthi !!!

Susi Muttucuniaru
(London. U.K)
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Vadivel Annan

Vadivel Annan was always dear and near to me and my family. He was so
loving, gentle and always wished others should do well in life. It was this attitude of
his, that we liked him very much.

I had known him for the last 6 decades or more, ever since he came into
Trincomalee, after his eldest brother {another beloved annan to me} married my
cousin packiyaletchumy who was also dear to me. He will always come and see
me, whenever [ go home. We talk and laugh and he keeps up his sence of hornour,
which should also be appreciated. A lovable man who can never be forgotten. The
thoughts that he is no more, makes me sad and tears fill my eyes, because he was
like a brother to me.

Manon
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REMEMBERING
VIDYARAMABAM BY CHINNIAH

I can still vaguely remember chinniah carrying out the alphabet initiation
(aedu thodackam) when I ws a child, and he must have done this for lot of others in
the family and friends. At least Tamara had the opportunity to have this carried out
by him when we were in Sri Lanka.l am sure he w111 be remembered by the younger
members of the family too.

Dr. llmashankar UK
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Remembering Our Chinniyah

The world has lost a Famous poet and a scholar, but we have lost a grand
father for every one he was Vadivel master but for all of us he was “chinniah” Inmy
ease I did not gain any of his capacity for poetry or prose from him but he taught me
some very valuable lessons in the early stages of my life which have made a great
impact onme. One of my most memorable moments of him is of something I learnt
when Iwas six years old. It was my Birthday and I was in Trinco for the holidays
and happy to celebrate it there. I was at Accachi’s house at vidyalayam lane.
woke up and went about each room gathering the wishes from my parents, aunts,
uncles, cousins and grand parents who were in the house. Everyone said the usual
“Happy Birthday” and gave me a hug. when I went into Chinniya’s room he said
“Ah saeyorn! Pirantha thina valthukal” and blessed me. Mind you, at that age my
Tamil vocabulary was very limited and I could not comprehend that what he said
meant the very same as what everyone else said. So I left his room feeling quite
dejected thinking that he had forgotten my birthday and had blessed me as just
another day. My sulky looks and complaints got his attention when he walked past
me. He took me a side and inquired as to what was wrong. I answered saying that
I was not happy since he forgot to wish me for my birthday.

Understanding that  had not understood the purely Tamil wishes he had given me
he said “Even though you did not understand the words that I said you did see my
expression and hear the tone of my voice. Did they not convene to you that what I
was saying was something special and nice?”’ I agreed. Then he said, “There are
two things for you to be learnt here. One, if you do not expect anything, anything
you gain from others is additional and will be happy to gain something. Two, if you
do not understand something try to understand it by asking someone. Knowledge
has to be sought to be gained “If anyone else had tried to teach me such logic at that
age, | would have just walked away bitter and resentful but somehow at that time I
took his words for granted and walked away after he gave me a “Happy Birthday”
wish Those words did not work their magic on me overnight but they did over time.
The mindset it has created on me has been an asset for me over the years till this day
and I am sure for many more years to come. Chinniah as your words live in our
minds you will live in our hearts forever. I dedicate this to our beloved chinniah
along with my brother Sarangan. Your loving grand children

Sarangan Sivanesan.
Saeyorn Sivanesan
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fa»Reméhane_ring 'Chinniah Appappa

Chinniah appappa is my grandfather’s brother. Whern I f1ist met chinniah
apappa in 1994 when I visited sri Lanka, he sat drown to tell me many religious
stories. They were different from most religious stories that [ have heard. Eevery
year, around Tamil New year, he sent my fimily a letter with some advice for each of
us. Before leaving sri Lanka during my second visit in 2001, my entire family was
- blassed by him and we touched h15 feet - treating him like a pnest and as the head of
the family. .

Before Ileft for college at comell Universityhe kindly offered me kind words
of advice. The key idea behind the words he left me was that education is a life long
journey that must be pursued at all time.

- Guru Sundar

from Canada
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