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Of the three poems, constituting this “Trilogy” in
Tamil (if I may say so for the want of a better word) pu$
dwk (“King Lear”) appeared in the Virakesari in 1951,
A6y (“Hamlet”) in the Thinakaran in 1953, and
B giwary (“‘As You Like It”) appearsin print now
for the first time. But they were all composed some
vears—two of them certainly ten years—ago. Which of
these was written first, T leave discerning eritics to discover,
if they have the patience.

SHAKESPEARE was not only a Prince among
dramatists, but also a very gréat poet. Apart from his
“Sonnets”, ‘“Venus and Adonis”, ‘“‘Rave of Lucrece” and
a few other purely poetical compositions, his very dra-
mas, 37 in number, forming the bulk of his output, move
mostly in verse. But for the poetic quality of his plays,
they would have been as dead as pork long, long ago,
like the plays of his contemporaries and successors.

Failure by Tamil writers to realise this poetic aspect
of his plays more than perhals a want of an equal
and efficient knowledge of both English and Tamil was
responsible for the few ‘“‘Translations’ and Prose Tales
from Shakespeare available in Tamil not having eaptured
the imagination of the Tamil Reader—with the result
that hardly any Tamil, who does not understand English
knows the great writer or realises the large space he
fills in World Literature.

I hope I shall not tread on the corns of anybody
holdmg a contrary view, if I say that from the time
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of that Aryan Hermit, Agastiar, the Tamils have shown
a remarkabhle aptitude for injesting Aryan ideas on Gram-
mar, Ethies, Religion, Philosophy  and Literature and
transforming them intd’-"‘éomething rich and strange’
of their own. The Tamil “Ramayanam” and the several
“Bharatams” are among such patent examples,

Now Shakespeare too was an Aryan although from
the West. He ‘was, however, more than that: he was g
Citizen of the World, some of whose ideas at least
should be known to the intelligent Tamil, who cannot
understand English. This need may be taken ag my excuse
for attempting to “rut over” to my people” tome of
the ideas of Shakesyeare, not mine, in Tamjl verse, and
in words, which, but for rare exceptions, are simple enough
to the average Reader.

I must confess that I was not. a Ilittle: hearteﬁed
by the praise of writers and poets with g standing in
the Tamil Literary World, who have seen my verses
JDbublished as aforesaid, and I sincerely thank them for
their generosity, My thanks are also due to Messrs. K.
P. Haran & V. Loganathan, the Hditors of the Vira-
kesari ang My, v, K. P. Nathan, the Editor of the Thina-
karan for publishing the first two poems as aforesaid,
and to my own children for their assistance in proof-
reading.

120, Hultsdorp Street,

A. Maria. Dason.
Colombo, 8th December 1953, S
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