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APPRECIATION

by
DR. A. T. Ariyaratne

" President, Sarvodaya - Sri Lanka.

Shri S. K. Velauthapillai was a unique personality. One

~had to see him only once and he will be ever remembered.

He was dressed in a brown Kadi Vetti and a towel and a
cloth sling thrown over his bare bodied shoulder. His baldhead
and the few hairs he had at the back, tied into a small knot
gave one the impression of a Sadhu and truly he was a Sadhu
amongst us ordinary laymen.

It was in the mid 1950s that I got to know him. He
was an active member of the Gandhi Sewa Sangam and held
different offices in the organisation. His Ashram in Kilinochchi
where he looked after dozens of orphaned children was
the place that Sarvodaya workers from the South and Nerth
used frequently before the unfortunate outburst of violence took
place in that part of the country. He was a true Gandhian

whom I was fortunate / come across in Sri Lanka. He speat every
minute of his life to serve his fellow human beings. He was a

familiar figure in all social programmes not onjy. mﬂﬁé‘rN‘»’bﬁh
but also in the Sarvodaya villagexyén: e’ South.

s

When in Vavuniya in 1984 a great t'ragédy» ?ook place
where the Sarvodaya Field Co- ordmator Kithxrama]al and his
family were killed, Mr Velauthapillai "who was on the spot
walked across fires and lived to tell the story. Nothing deterred
him to continue his Gandhian service to the end of his life.
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He may have been the onIy Sri Lankan to have participated

in all the Anpual Sarvodaya Sammelana in Indja - from the

time of Mahathma Gandhi until he passed away after a long
illness. During the last few years of his life all we could do
was to attend to his meeds in the best- possible way. As a member
of the Sarvodaya Elders’ Council and -a Co-ordinator in the
Kilinochchi District he performed yoeman service to inspire the
younger pecople on Gandhian ideals of sacrificial service. The
~humane and friendly side of Shri Velau‘thapﬂlai was  such that
~ he used to bring me my share of the mangoes every season
from his Kilinochchi Ashram from a tree that he got me to
plant in 1960s. /

In a funeral palour in Colombo when F last saw Shri
Ve]authapillai and paid my last respects to him the thought
that came to my mind was << Here lies the remains of a great
human bcmg His heart and ‘mind were llght as he carried no
burdens of caste, race, religion, national boundaries or material
possessions. Long before he left the physical world he had
already cast aside everything that would have hindered his path
to the bliss of eternity. What a fortunate man’’. May the memory

of Shri Velauthapillai inspire us to greater heights of service to’

humanity and the living world.
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