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ADVOCATE S.RRKANAGANAYAGAM
A LEGAL LUMINARY WELLKNOWN FOR SOUND INTERPRETATION, WIT AND HUMOUR

BIRTH CENTENARY (16-05-2004)

The Tamils are ever indebted to the two great personalities, Sir P.Ramanathan and Hindu
Board Rajaratnam for the invaluable services rendered by them to the Tamils and Saivite
religion. It is a well known fact that it was the late Advocate S.R.Kanaganayagam who
dedicated himself to promoting the aforesaid services by ensuring the protection and
proper use of the properties and organizations left behind by these great men, through
practical and legal representations. He is known for his eminence in the legal field and his
ready wit and humour. As an outcome of this service, his son, Mr.Kanag-iswaran,
President’s Counsel, is shining in the field of law and his son (S.R. Aiya’s grandson),
namely, Shivaan is maintaining the family’s grory in the third generation as a young
lawyer practicing in Colombo having obtained a Bachelor’s Degree in Law from the
University of London. '

On account of the birth centenary of the late Advocate S.R.Kanaganayagam, I take
pleasure in quoting below excerpts from the appreciations and tributes to him by
Honourable Judges, eminent lawyers, leading politicians and educationists as contained in
" the souvenir published in 1989 at the ceremony of the thirty first day of his demise:

K.M. Tharmarajah -
Notary Public &
Legal Assistant.

A Landmark has disappeard
by S.Sharvananda, Former Chief Justice and Governor Western Province

Though 1 did not belong to the generation of Mr.Kanaganayagam, I have appeared .
sufficiently in the Jaffna Courts when he was a reputed Senior, to know what a sought-
after Counsel he was. A half century of civil practice, one need hardly say, had provided
an unmatched legal armoury to a mind which inherently was exceptionally agile and
receptive. But long before he reached this half century he had reached the top of his
profession; the rest of his legal life matured his talents, as age matures wine in the cask.

Years never aged him. Both in appearance and outlook on life, he remained youthful. He
rarely lost his composure and calm. '

His personal knowledge of the people in Jaffna was extra-ordinary. You name anyone and
in a flash he would give his pedigree and a thumb-nail sketch of his family history. With
his death not only a legal luminary but a landmark has disappeared from the Jaffna scene.

From the Bishop’s House
by Rt. Rev. Dr.B.Deogupillai, Bishop of Jaffna

Advocate, late Mr.S.R.Kanaganayagam, was a leading legal luminary in Jaffna. He was

always willing to help anyone who sought his assistance. As a lawyer, he was formidable
and witty in his arguments and much sought after by litigants.
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He was a statesman, social and religious worker. In these fields he achieved much.
Hence, his presence was much cherished in all forms. His contribution to the public life
and the betterment of the people of Jaffna was very great and was much appreciated by
the people. His demise is a great loss to our people. All those who had known him will
cherish his memory. May his soul rest in peace.

A tribute to S.R.
by G.P.S. de Silva, Judge of the Supreme Court

Mr.S.R.Kanaganayagam called to the Bar on 10" April 1933. As a junior, he had the
opportunity of working in the Chambers of Sir Vaithilingam Duraisamy and Homer
Vannyasingam who were the legal luminaries of the Northern Province at that time. In
1953 he was awarded the Smith Mundt Scholarship and he proceeded to the United States
of America to study at first hand the working of the American democracy. He was
appointed a Senator in 1949 and served two terms til] | 957. He was an excellent speaker
both in English and Tamil and the proceedings of the Senate bear eloquent testimony to
the invaluable contribution he made to the debates in the Upper House.

As the leading civil lawyer of the Northern Province, he will be remembered most by the
people of Sri Lanka. In the latter half of the 1960s, I used to 8o to the District Court of
Jaffna almost every week. I had the good fortune of being opposed to ‘SR’ (as he was
known at the Jaffna Bar) fairly often. His complete mastery of the facts of the case, his
firm grasp of the basic principles of the law and his skillful cross-examination were some
aspects of his advocacy which remain Jresh in my memory even to this day. But what
endeared him to most people was his simple and unassuming ways, his amiable
disposition,  his  warm humanity and  his perennially - cheerful  spirits.

His interests were by no means confined to the law. He had a deep and abiding interest in
his religion and took great pleasure in engaging himself in Hindu cultural activities. He
set up the Ramanathan Music Academy in Chunnakam and was its first President. This
academy was perhaps the premier institution in Jaffna training many students in music.
He was also the President of the Ramanathan Trust. His sense of humanity was evident
once again in the interest he took in the Hindu Orphanage at Tinnavely of which he was
the Manager for over two decades, maintaining it often with his own funds.

The Last of the Old Brigade
by Advocate N.Pathmanathan

From about the middle of the 19" century, a brilliant galaxy of talented men dominated
the legal arena and also the political life of the North. Isaac Tambyah, Vaithilingam
Duraisamy, Ambalavanar Kanagasabai, C.Ponnambalam and the redoubtable
A.V.Kulasingam were some of those who shed lustre to the legal profession and to the
public life of Jaffna — and S.R.Kanaganayagam was perhaps the last of that brigade.

He was president of the Hindu Board Orphanage. His unremitting toil as President of the
Ramanathan Trust helped preserve for posterity Sir Pannambalam’s gift to his people.

In his student days, he with Nadesan and Handy Perinpanayagam inspired by the
nationalist wave that swept across Jrom India, worked in the Youth Congress but the

1c



policies of the purblind Sinhala politicians soon disillusioned these nationalists and they
drifted away. S.R. backed Ponnambalam and the Tamil Congress and to his credit he
remained till the end a committed congressman.

But gifted though he undoubtedly was the hustings, was not for him and so he entered the
legislature as a Senator in a chamber which had as members eminent men like Nadesan,
Wickramanayake and others

S.R.’s style of advocacy was forged in the hey-day of colonialism and paid rich dividends
— perhaps in the court rooms of tomorrow — it may well be regarded as an Anachronism.

Good Lawyer for Bad Case
by M.M.Abdul Cader, Retired Judge of the Supreme Court

Mr.S.R.Kanaganayagam had been our family lawyer and so it was natural that I should go
to him the day before I decided to commence my legal practice in Jaffna. I was dressed in
the then traditional Jaffna Muslim dress of sarong, shirt, shawl and fez cap. When I told
him of my intention, he exclaimed, ‘aday, tomorrow is an auspicious day with a lot of
wedding. You should start your practice tomorrow itself.” I asked him how that can
happen when I had not received a brief. He said, ‘there is no problem; you just wait’. A
short while later some clients came to prepare a case for the next day. He pointed to me
in my non-lawyer costume and said, ‘ he is a new advocate; you will be privileged to give
him his first brief.” They gave him a currency note for my fee which he put in his drawer
and pulled out a ten rupee note (this was in 1946) and gave it to me. I presume that he
had substituted the ten rupee note for a smaller denomination. He was a great believer in
astrology had foreseen my future.

Mr.Kanaganayagam had a reputation for winning bad cases. He will never the judge any
indication of the weakness in his case and he will fight his case to the last unless he could
effect a satisfactory settlement. :

I met Mr.Kanaganayagam last in Colombo at the residence of his son, Kanageswaran who
has now revised his name to Kanag-iswaran, on the occasion the latter became a
President’s Counsel. It was a proud moment for K who would have himself achieved the
same distinction had he practiced in Colombo. Mr.Kanaganayagam was in his usual
Jjovial mood. The sad events in Jaffna, even the total demolition of his beautiful house by
rockets had not flawed his natural self. I spoke to him for 2 hours and he betrayed any
rancour or distress, though there was always the underlying grief for what had happened

to his (and mine) native Jaffna which he had helped to build as a politician and more as
an educationist and social worker. ) '

Master in his Profession
by Siva Selliah, Retired Judge of the Court of Appeal

S.R.Kanaganayagam was one of the colourful personalities of the Jaffna Bar. A mine who
observed a simple life-style unencumbered by ostentatious trappings despite his success in
the profession, always wore a mischievous smile which kept one guessing. His ready wit
and humour helped to maintain much conviviality at the Bar.
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Although he was a very busy practitioner in the civil courts and commanded a successful
and lucrative practice, he never felt over-burdened by the volume or responsibility of his
work all of which sat lightly on him. He had a keen intellect and a good grasp of men and
matters which assisted him considerably in the cross-examination of witnesses. During
the two years in which I was the District Judge of Jaffna in 1974 and 1975 it was evident
that he was equally at home in any case he took up - whether it related to land or
partition, rent or ejectment, trust or partnership, the law of Thesavalamai or to any
intricate matter relating to the succession of trusteeship of an ancient temple involving
much probing into antiquity. His ready wit and humour often enlivened court proceedings
and he was by reason of Seniority, mature experience and daily involvement in the conduct
of cases before the court very much a part and parcel of an administration of law and
Justice in the Jaffna Peninsula.

A great loss to Sri Lanka
by Jutice P.Ramanathan, President Court of Appeal (retired Judge of the Supreme Court)

- I was privileged to meet S.R. Kanaganayagam when I was a Crown Counsel prosecuting at
the Jaffna Assizes. :

He created a deep impression in my mind for his unpretentious and simple ways. He had
an excellent legal mind and was able 1o get the better of any Colombo Counsel who was
opposed to him. ‘

He had a sense of public responsibility and worked tirelessly Jor the betterment of the less
Jortunate. He was President of the Board of Directors of Parameswara College founded
by Sir P.Ramanathan which was subsequently taken over by the Jaffna Campus. His work
then turned to the promotion of Tamil culture and Saivite eduction Jor which he worked
with great enthusiasm and made the trust a resounding trust. His death is a great loss to
Sri Lanka. A :

' Man of Simplicity
by K.Palakidnar, President, Court of Appeal

S.R. left his mortal frame and passed into immortality as unobtrusively as he lived. His
life style was one of the elegant simplicity. He walked the corridors of power but never
chose to tarry among them. He was an uncompromising nationalist and never sought the
narrow communal path to popularity. He adomed the second chamber and made that
body worthy of its existence. Social problems like matrimonial laws and the inequities of
a caste ridden society engaged his mind and were aired in the senate in depth and
thoroughness. He held his own in that August body of chosen intellectual elite.

In the Bar, he was a vast banyan tree with roots deep in the social problems of the Tamils
and branches extending all over the Northern Courts with his astuteness and acumen.
Many a silk chose to sail with him rather than be pitted against him in the Jaffna courts.
Thesavalamai and Temple Trusts were his Jorte. He devilled under Sir Duraisamy and
Homer Vanniasingham but had men of the ilk of Kulasingham and Soorasangaran to do
daily battle with him in the civil courts. '
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It would have given him a great measure of satisfaction to his son take oaths as
President’s Counsel a hall mark of a noble soul in the concept Valluvar. He sought peace
away from the turmoil in the land of his birth and achieved eternal peace though far from
his beloved friends of a lifetime. -

An Appreciation
by Adovocate M.Panchalingam, Attorney-at-Law

Mr.S.R.Kanaganayagam, Advocate and ex-Senator, of Jaffna, the portly personality that
adorned the law courts of Jaffna and many an outstation court for more than half a
century, passed away peacefully on the 15™ of May 1989 at Sydney, Australia, after
celebrating his 86" birth day with members of his family.

He was the President of the Jaffna Bar Association for several years. He has been the
President of several other associations and boards such as the Sir P.Ramanathan Trust
Board, the Thirunevely Hindu Board which manages an orphanage, and since the death of
G.G.Ponnambalam (Senior), he was the President of the All Ceylon Tamil Congress.

He used to spend large sums of his own money towards the Tirunelvely Orphanage and
the Ramanathan Trust

As a member of the Jaffna Bar, he commanded the respect of both the Bench and the Bar.
He was one of the few lawyers who completed fifty years of active practice at the Bar. He
was a ‘Specialist’ in the complicated Law of Thesawalamai and the Hindu Trust Law. He
had figured in most of the leading cases in Jaffna during the past 50 years. He was of
great help to the junior practitioners of the Jaffna courts and he always made it a point to
see that the fees of his juniors and Proctors were paid before he accepted his own fee. He
even sacrificed part of his fee, and at times the entirety of his fee when he found that the
client ran short of cash after paying his juniors and instructing Proctors. :

His ready wit and spontaneous abundance of humour always kept the Bench and the Bar
in joyful spirit. He was 50 dutiful towards his clients that he did not spare even his closest
friend when under his cross-examination.

His cheerful disposition and bright and easy attitude to life, contributed to his ever
youthful appearance. Even after his 88" birthday he would appear in heavy and
complicated civil trials and would continue cross-examining all day and yet appear
cheerful and fresh at the end of the day’s work. :

Mr.Kanaganayagam the great
by P.Balavadivel, District Judge

Advocate Mr.S.R.Kanaganayagam was a fluent and honourous sy eaker who could keep
any audience spell-bound both in English and Tamil. He always had the best word at his
command for he was never at a loss for words. He was well equipped with the necessary
qualifications to attain eminence in the profession and success came 10 him very early.
His ever absorbing brain and an analytical mind enabled him to have a sound grasp of the

‘principles of every branch of law particular the law of Thesawalamai and the law relating
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to Hindu Trusts. He was q consummate lawyer. In the course of the morning session he
could walk into the District Court of Jaffna and later at the mid-noon or in the afternoon

Throughout decades it has been one of the most outstanding and most noble
characteristics of the Bar that successful seniors stretch out their hands to help and guide
the younger members of the profession who struggle to  find their feet.
Mr.Kanaganayagam was one of those outstanding seniors who helped great many juniors

who flocked to his Chambers. Not only the juniors he helped but also his instructing

| End of an Era

by S.Sivagnanam, former Government Agent, Vavuniya

What Mr.S.R.Kanaganayagam greatly desired 1o happen at No.61, First Cross Street,
~Jaffna, happened quire unexpectedly in distant Australia on 15" May 1989. He passed
away without giving an opportunity to his very large number of friends and admirers ql]
over Jaffna to bid him the last Jarewell

Three score years of active life in several, varied fields of activity certainly deserve to be
called an era. Politics, religion, education, law, social service, drama - all came within

President of the All Ceylon Tamil Congress, Senator, President and Manager of the Hindy
Board of Education, Trustee of the Sangaraththai Temple, President‘ of the Bar



Mr.S.R. Kanaganayagam fought a lone battle to reconstitute the Board of Directors of
Parameswara College (established under Chapter 298 of the Legislative Enactments of
Ceylon) by decree and vesting order in Case No.TR 85 of the District Court of Jaffna.

Son of the Soil
by Orator C.Subramaniam, Retired Principal, Skanda Varodaya College

S.R.Kanaganayagam, eminent lawyer, politician, social and religious worker, who passed
away in Sydney, Australia whilst on holiday, was the most colourful personality of our
time. He was blessed with perennial youth and we, his friends, never thought he would
ever die. We believed that, with his ready wit and lively humour, he would talk round
Sithira Puthiranar (f38y usfyeni) the mythological Registrar in the Court of Yama, as
he used to do with the judges before whom he appeared, and his case shelved indefinitely
or got long dates from time to time for the final hearing of his case; but to our great grief,
the inevitable has happened and destiny has had its way. The person who radiated so
much sunshine into our lives and made light the challenges and trials of our lives, has
gone, leaving us almost orphaned :

1t is not for me to speak of his forensic activities. All that I know is he won almost all his
cases and was a much sought after Counsel. He appeared in Jour or five cases in which I
was interested — of course gratis in some and for nominal fees in others — and won ali of
them. The last one was the celebrated Manipay Maruthady Vinayagar Temple case, in
which we sought to make the temple a public trust. It was a very complicated and difficult
case as the hereditary managers of the temple had enjoyed the enormous income of the
temple for about 150 years. The case went on for four years. He took more than the usual
interest in this case as both he and his wife were devout worshippers of Maruthady
Vinayagar. The consultation for which I was also invited, used to be long but delightful.
In the middle of an abstruse legal discussion, he would interrupt and take time off to relate
an anecdote or two and would turn to me to refresh his memory concerning certain
persons like his classmates. Raheem Kaka (later well known Colombo Proctor),
M.S.Eliyatamby Advocate, T.N.Subbiah Proctor and other celebritites of the
Vannarponnai circles. This invariably reduced the tedium of the consultations.
Mr.K.Palakidnar, the Distiict of Judge of Jaffna (now Justice), who heard the case
decided in our favour, writing a strong judgment, which in layman’s parlance, was
unshakeable and had a literary flavour throughout. Our success was greatly due to the
immense work put in by SRK and his junior M.K.Subramaniam. The Maruthady case as it
came to be known, set in motion movements to make many Hindu Temples in Jaffna,
public trusts. All glory to SRK. '

Tribute to a Friend

by P.Navaratnarjah Q.C.

I came to know S.R. in the year 1926 when I joined the University College. He was then a
Year or two my senior. At that time the freshers dreaded the seniors But S.R. made the
freshers comfortable and at ease. S.R. and I both took to law. S.R. was called to the Bar
in the year 1933 and I was called to the Bar a year later in “934. S.R. could have very
well remained in Colombo at that time and acquired a lucrative practice. 60 % of the
litigants in the District Court of Colombo then and thereafter Jor a long time were South
Indian Tamils, and S.R. could have very well had a lucrative practice. But S.R. decided to
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8o to Jaffna, the land of his birth and do what he could to help the people here. S.R.’s
ability quickly pushed him to the forefront and in a few years he was recognized as one of
the leaders of the Jaffna Bar. I had the good fortune to appear in a few cases in which
S.R. appeared on the opposite side. I was tremendously impressed by his ability as an
advocate and by his honest outlook in a case. :

He loved his legal profession even when the situation in Jaffna was bad. He would go to
courts daily. But unfortunately with the passage of time the situation in Jaffna became
bitter and bitter, particularly for persons who were old. S.R. had no alternative but go to
Australia and join his children. But I was told that he loved to come back to Sri Lanka
and he was looking forward to the days he could walk to courts from his home. However,
God decided otherwise. He did not even struggle for a few minutes before he Joined his
Creator.
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giowé Sansmi(ho sBH usTur(hn Bmsoblupmn BDGD
L (h&GHIL ML ~ FBIGHIHMBH BIModmel (TDiTL_07&HH0&m5mI(h
WIPHET (PBOID GNEGHHGH 61 Dhd Bruds Dsnsdnd aumpHos
§nbe UL GlomGIndaD Fuapdd blGTamIL sndHayld HFFIsuisT g
wrpiunsmn oeaafdSunialndds anasdar smangiond Bmbas
Ssmiufiy Casmauwnmiiy masud abhl Gugsri 2_widm.
s16T0. Shil. SMEGBIUGD ~ FErapL D _arBan DasimsTs

prnpian(h (nhs Sede Hmsisy & midsGni.

- CUTSTLITSET -
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