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SANNITHIYAN
(Shri Selvasannithy Murugan)

By KANDIAH NEELAKANDAN
General Secretary
All Ceylon Hindu Congress



ISTO

I consider presenting this paper as a devotional service to
Selvasannithiyan and when doing so it is my humble duty
to a_cknowledge that I have prepared this paper on the
basns_ of information I gathered from several of
Sannithiyan’s devotees and also from scholarly works of
se\{eral distinguished and learned writers and publications
wljlch I have listed out in the references at the foot of
this paper. As I do not wish to err in my presentation on
the historical aspects of this Thirusthalam I have in fact
adopted what Mr. S.Arumugam has said in his often quoted
book on “Ancient Hindu Temples of Sri Lanka”,

This temple is situated in Thondamannar in the
Vadamaradchy division in the District of Jaffna in the North-
Easte_rn province of Ilankai (which is the 7hamilz name
for Sri Lapka). In view of its location the circle of devotees
of Sannithiyan is largely from the villages in the
Vadamardchy and from other places, closer to
Thondamannar - like Achchuvely. When presenting this
paper with humility, the writer takes pleasure to be
identified as one of such devotees hailing from Karanavai
- one of the villages in Vadamaradchy.

Selvasannithy is revered as Sella Kathirkamam of

North. This temple of Sri Murugan at Thondamanna|t’hi‘se
abou_t 20 miles north of Jaffna Town. Here too, as at
Kathirkamam, a free atmosphere for worship prevails.
Persons of various walks of life congregate here for
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tharisanam of the youthfu! Muruga Vel, installed at this
blessed Sannithanam (Selva Sannithy).

The origin of this sthalam, which is not sc very ancient, is
known history. The waters of Thondamannar (a theertham
where fresh water outflows into the sea) flowing past the
site, elevates the location to a sthalam blessed with the
triple adjuncts of theertham, sthalam and Moorthy. This
is a water way, said to have been excavated under the
supervision of Karunagaran Thondaiman. He was sent here
for procurement of salt supplies, by Kulathunga Cholan,
who reigned in South India. The temple by the side of the

- newly cut water-way would have been the place of worship

of the settlement that got founded in the [ocality.
The temple however suffered the fate of devastation like
all other Hindu temples, in the hands of the foreigners in
the 16th century. Later, during the era of revival of
Hinduism in Jaffna, a temple was erected at the site, but
differences among the management hindered its proper
function. .

At this stage, the story shifts to one Kadirgamar, a keen
devotee of Murugan, who proceeded bewailing to
Kathirkamam, and was rewarded there with the gift of a
silver Vel, the emblem of Murugan. He brought this sacred
Vel and installed it in @ madam at the site and performed
daily pujas to it. Later, he was permitted to use the temple
itself, which he took over and he and his group have been
managing and officiating ever since, with piety and to the
satisfaction of all devotees.
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Today, the Selva Sannithy Muruga Shrine is a wel}
gstablished institution, with a temple and several madams
in the locality. Daily hundreds of devotees and mendicants
throng the place. The historical Thondamannar Lagoor.
gnhances the sthalam with theertham facilities and there
is always food available in some madam or other in thcy
locality for the mendicants. Several devotees come heré
and distribute food-annathanam, fulfilling their vows fo
favou.rs received from Him. It has become a place notec
for this, so much so, that the deity Himself is known as
Annathana Murugan’,

The temple functions well with regular pujas and annua!
festivals. There is of course less ritual in the puja anc
other ceremonies, not seen at temples officiated by
Brahmin priests.

¥
.

UNIQUE FORM OF WORSHIP ‘

Tr_\e worship at Selvasannithy is unique. It is the piety,
w]th wh[ch the devotees worship which acquire for then
l-]ns Almighty Murugan’s Grace, takes precedence ove:
ritvals and traditions.

The devotees surrender to Murugan and their thought-
aqd act_s are merged with Him. This is the significance o
this unique Kovil.

Even Tgmple Priests perform poojah as “first among the
worshippers” as often pointed out by Professor
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K.Sivathamby. The priest covers his mouth with a cloth
and does pooja. This tradition is said to have commenced
with poojahs being done without chanting mantram.

In Jaffna which is a land where Saiva Agama traditions
have been sincerely foliowed particularly with the religious
renaissance brought in there by Shri La Shri Arumuga
Navalar the worship at Sannithy devoid of Agama tradition
has found a significant recognition largely because of the
faith reposed in Lord Murugan by His devotees. Needless
to say, this high level of devotion has acquired a significant
recognition for the form of worship adopted at this temple.
This illustrates that even in temple worship it is the
devotion that matters and not the form and ceremonies.
The Divinity is ‘potential full’ but it is inconceivabie and
inexpressible.

Writing on the mystique of Kathffkamam Hon. Justice
C.V.Wigneswaran, a judge of the Court of Appeal of Sri
Lanka has this to say (in an article to the All Ceylon
Hindu Congress Souvenir on completion of construction
of its Headquarters) which 1 quote as the same explains
the fundamentals of the unique form of worship at
Selvasannithy as well :-

‘Becoming’ is said to manifest in three stages. First stage is the Kaama
or the desire or the Ichcha to become. Second is the jnana or the wisdom
to become. And finally it is the action or Kriya of becoming. Thus Ichcha,
Jnana, and Kriya or will, wisdom and action respectively are the three
subsequent manifestations of the primordial throb of the one state of
transcendental reality. Valli is Ichcha Sakti and Theivayaanai is Kriya
Sakti. Since Kathirgamar was born from the third eye or the eye of wisdom
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of Shiva, Kathirgamar stands for divine knowledge and wisdom (Jnana).
Just before any manifestation, in its purest state, *Being-Becoming’ or
Kathirgamar state has no form, no name, no attribute, no qualities nor
functions. This is the subtle inconceivable state of the “Being-Becoming”
which is worshipped in Kathirgamam as the Supreme Transcendental
Absolute (formless form). This accounts for the shrine at Kathirgamam
having no image nor idol whatsoever or even a symbol since divinity
transcends all these. What is explained by such a temple is that Divinity
Is inconceivable and inexpressible. In other words it is apparently *nil’
but potentially ‘full’, :

Thus we see that the unique form of worship at Sannithy
is not only significant but has been accepted, and is

acceptable, as a recognised form of worship in our religion. )

3. BASIC ATTRIBUTES OF THE TEMPLE

Basic attributes of a temple as recognised by our Religion
are Moorthy (Deity) Thalam (Sacred Shrine) and
Theertham (Holy water).

One of the great statesmen and philosophers of our
country Sir Ponnampalam Arunachalam in his writings on
the worship of Murugan vividly pictures the devotees
meditating on Him in silence adoring Him as the Supreme
God, Subramaniyam - the all pervading spirit of the
Universe, the Essence from which all things are evolved,

by which they are sustained and into which they are _

involved, — who in gracious pity for humanity takes form
sometimes as the youthful God of Wisdom, God also of
war when wicked Titans (Asuras) have to be destroyed,
sometimes as the holy child Murugan, the type of perennial
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youth of tender beauty, always and everywhere at the
service of his devotees.

Quoting frdm an epic poem -Skanda Puranam - Sir
Arunachalam says -

Slghagpap GBI conpigpsH CaaId
Rasghaiolf soghatlevssr CaGDIRims ~ Opehd
Revngan aimamisd Omaraub Coraipid
PmeTelua CpIgnT ¢ps.

PHYP® SHERTEDST msﬁmtﬂl@sﬁ'y YO,
i ST amitenm aunBpud eaulmimGe
ShHipm SIS SIGED  UTBDUS TSILISTPRTCT
St endoi sy Gataidheh GaassGear.

“In the face of fear, His face of comfort shows. In t_he
fierce battle-field, with ‘Fear not’, His lance shows. Thlnll<'
of Him once, twice He shows, to those who chant Muruka.

A refreshing coolness is in my heart as it th[nketh on
Thee, peerless Muruka. My mouth quivers praising Thee,
lovingly hastening Muruka, and with tears calhqg on Th_ee,
Giver of gracious help-hand, O wa‘rrlor!. With
Tirumurukarruppadai Thou comest, Thy Lady in Thy
wake.” :

Although when makiﬁg these analysis Sir Arunachalam

does not specifically refer to Selvasannithy, the same, no
doubt, reflect Murugan’s divine presence at Selvasannithy.

47



Prasatham (offerings) is presented to Sannithiyan in

banian leaves. Sixty five leaves are spread for that
purpose. The rice offered as such Prasathamis taken
by the devotees as ‘medicine’,

Mr. and Mrs. Shanmugathas in their book
“Aattankarayar’’ has summarised different forms of
worship including - ‘

(i) Kaavadi and Karagam

(i) Selling and buying back children (of course,
making the children, divine)

(i)  Shaving the head

(iv)  Carrying milkpot on the head

(v)  Carrying camphor pot

(vi)  Rolling on the ground round the Temple

(vii) Cleaning the route of Swam/

(viii) Ear piecing

(ix)  Feeding babies with rice for the first time

A number of the devotees of Sannithiyan confirm that
by all these forms of worship, which of course they
do with faith and devotion, they receive Murugan’s
Grace for their progress in life,

Itis said that although arrangements were to be made
to construct a Ragjakopuram, Lord Murugan ordered
not to proceed with the same because he did not want
to be covered and wanted to be seen from all four
sides. Although a magnificent ther (chariot) was
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constructed from 1981 to 1984 it was later destroyed
unfortunately. Is this plight also destined by the wish of
Sannithyan, who wanted to be with his devotees in a
simple way? o

IDENTIFICATION WITH KATHIRKAMAM

“Vel” - the lance instrument of chastisement and salvation -

" signify his energy of wisdom (Jnana Sakthi) and
* - Selvasannithy Kovil is one of the Temples where Velavan

is worshipped by that symbol.

Murugan means tender age and beauty and is often

" represented as the type of perennial youth, sometimes

as a divine child and also as Arumugam. The Puranas and
other writings have described the part played by each
face and each of his twelve arms and show that this form
was a personification  of various divine aspects and
powers.

 Sir Ponnampalam Arunachalam refers to those description

and concludes as follows (in his thesis on Philosophical
and Religious Studies and Translations):-

" “Muruka would thus appear to be a deity in whom were

amalgamated many legends and traditions, many aspects
of religion and modes of worship, primitive and advanced,
and to embody the Hindu ideal of God immanent in all
things and manifesting himself wherever - sought with
love.” e
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m‘ i o RO ot 2

re %re Bvo otg uruggﬁjtemples in %'“rr [%hka which
do not follow the Agama traditions. Dnei is.in the South -
Kathirkamam (Kataragama) and the other in the East -
Mandoor Kanthaswamy Kovil in Batticaloa. The
Moolasthana Moorthy in the sanctum of Mandur

Kandaswamy. vasl In Batti e&c%gﬁi; n%op?ned §or viey

and poojahs are pe orm a‘cortain,

We. have already seen’ m the pa,ragraph on hlstoncal
.. aspects, the Vel worshrpped h,gre was. brought from
" Kathirkamam. -

On the flag hoisting day (the. first day) of the.Annual
Festival of Kathirkamam it has been.a custom to have
ceremonies at Selvasannithy sending Murugan to
* Kathirkamam and receiving him after the Theertham (last
_day of the Kathirkamam annual festival). Another unique

. link with Kathirkamarm is “Mavilakku” made of . ‘Thinai’
flour, mixed with honey. Thus small lamp boats are made
and lighted. After lights are burnt it is taken as prasadan
by the devotees. If a big lamp - *Mavilakkuy’ - is made 12
wicks are put, representing 12 hands of Murugan

U L G T NOBLE PRECEPTS OF OUR
RELIGION = ' ‘

" His Almlghty llves in'us and this Kovil upholds that hrghest
noble precept of our. religion in that Murugan lives in the
" heart and mind of every devotee of this Temple That is
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perhaps the reason he has chosen to live in a simple
construction at Sannithy.

People of all ages and levels - rich and poor - surrender to
Murugan at this Temple.

Religious experience at Sannithy is an extraordinary one.
Prof. K. Sivathamby who has rich experience of having
lectured at both Universities in the North Eastern Province
has in all his articles on Sannithiyan pointed out a vital
aspect of the devotees circle of this Kovil. He points out
that one truth should be stressed that these devotees are
not a sophisticated crowd?

Divine power in the form of Murugan conquers every
one here. Selvasannithy which is synonymoeus with
‘Annathanam’ has several Madams where devotees had
been fed. Our religion considers giving Annathanam also
a poojah and is called *Maheswara pooja’. This is another
special aspect of this Kovil which can be described in
modern terminology as the “People’s Temple”.

This temple with a number of Madams has been a home
for Sanniyasees. In Jaffna Sannithy has been the main
accommodation and meditating venue for Sanniyasees.

Speaking to the devotees of Sannithiyan one cannot resist
the conclusion that He is worshipped here largely as the
God of Wisdom by those who seek spiritual enlightmenkys
and as the giver of all boons, worIdIy and sg:mﬁlaf to his
devotees.
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PEOPLE'S EXPERIENCE

Temples had been the focal centre for the religious, social,
cultural and educational activities of the People as pointed
by researches of ancient records (“Ka/vettus”). The Kovils
encompassed within their precincts madams for feeding,
musical and dance performances, schools, libraries
facilities for scholarly research and medical centres. Kings
had Raja Mandapam in the temples. Thus in the ancient
times Kovils were the centre point not only for worship
but also for upliftment and service to humanity. The people
reaped those benefits of the faith in a divine atmosphere.
In the same way in a spiritual atmosphere Se/va Sannithy
heals physical and mental wounds of Murugan’s devotees.
They seek His blessings to cure their illnesses. They also
seek Murugan’s Grace for betterment in their life. Weddings
take place in Valliamman Shrine there, again devoid of
the customary rituals but with the blessed thali. Several
of people’s experiences at Seivasannithy of Murugan’s
Grace are written and spoken of. A number of books
(including songs and articles) and several of devotees
have narrated these spiritual experiences which are no
doubt manifestations of Murugan'’s presence at this Divine
place.

My humble view has been that the Trustees of the other
Kovils must create in their Kovils also the atmosphere that
prevails at Selvasannithy. Their sacred duty to His Almighty
is not to build castles for Him but to assist the devotees to
receive His grace “Arul” in holy places where His Almighty’s
Presence is vividly felt. .
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Having been ‘tired’ of taking other forms of life we talge
this human form to worship His Almighty and attr?un
Mukthi. In that connection a few lines from Saln,t
Manickavasagar's Sivapuranam would come to one’s
mind.

yysoeonds Lt miils yigeumdl wogiond

usbafme w0dls upevaumil unbundé

ssoeomis wefsymils Guuniié SammiseTmd

aeosoay g8 watagmisd Congmis

Qasoson MPap aFGoHTMT FHISISHHS

Qensveonts Splid CobPmeneCs QeTDRLIBLONET.

which Sir Arunachalam has tranciated to read:-

“Grass, herb, worm, tree, animal of su‘ndry kind,
Bird, snake, rock, man, devil, angel, Titan,

Of evil might, sage, godling, ‘

These and all else in this wide universe,

" Have I been born, and I am weary, O Lord.”

Sannithiyan always reminds us of what Saint
Thayumanavar sang:

soah enonugs a1l foawund Sipafsd
URTIEIE) LG USTRNES IobETD

st oL baud  aipmgul wnsy@o
wexism Geofat ermeiasy asngGm.

I give below the scholarly translation thereof of Sir
Arunachalam as I hold in reverence his wonderful

translations.
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“Whatsoever the eye seeth is Thou. Whatsoever the hand
doeth is Thy worship. What the mouth uttereth is Thy
praise. The earth and other elements and all living things
are Thy gracious forms, O Lord.”

Several poets have sung the greatness of Selvasannithiyan.
Of course His greatness can continue to be sung for ever.
Some of the recorded songs include.

» Selvasannithy Murugan Thiruppalliyeluchchi
(by S.Vaithilingampiliai of Valvetty)

¢ Selvasannithy Murugan Peyaril Thiruvoonchal
(by Thondamannar Vaithiar Aandiyappar)

» Thondamannaru Selvasannithy Murugan Paamalai
(by S.A.Vethanayagam)

e Selvasannithy Agaval
(by Thondamannar Vaithiar Aandiyappar)

» Thirusannithy Pathigam )
(by S.A.Vethandyagam of Thondamannar)

o Thirusannithy Thoththiramaalai
(by S. vaithilingampillai of Vaivetty)

» Sothyvayal Earivarum Murugane
(by Poet V.Kanthavanam)

s Selvasannithy Subramaniyaswami Ninthasthuthi
(by ViChelliah of Alvai)

+ Kannigal .

- (by Kavayoor Kaviyan G.M.Selvarajan)

¢ Selvasannithy Vetperuman Thoththiramaalai
(by Pandiit Saivapulavar T.RKarthigesu of Karavetty)

¢ Selvasannithy Thiruppathigam
(by T.PKarthigesu)
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« Selvasannithy Muruganperil Kitiththoothu
(by Ms.Santhana Nallalingam) .

« Selvasannithykkantha Nama Bayanai
(by N.Subramaniam) _

¢ Selvasannithy Kanthan Thirupponoonchal
(by S.Vinasithamby of A/avedq’y)

« Selvasannithy Kanthan Thiruviruththam
(by S.Vinasithamby of Ala yeddy)

» Sannithy Kanthan Sarithai
(by N.Subramaniam) ,

e Selvasannithy Orupa Vorupaththu
(by T.P.Karthigesu)

jusion 1 again with humility thank .the.-learned
:gsgg::ners and agthors of articles and pupllcatlons and
also a number of devotees who readily gave me
information of their experiences of Selvasanp:thlya_n to
make this nobie task of writing this paper on His Aimighty
Murugan an accomplished task. If there is any error %
take full responsibility. for the same and seek pardon.
welcome those who listened to me and[or read thls‘paper
to correct errors if any. All I can say Is th_t f:Iesplte my
busy professional and social responsnbllltles ‘I have
endeavoured to do my best within my capacity and

capabilities.
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This is a paper read by Mrs. Sellammah’s Youngest brather Mr
Kandiah Meelakandan, General Secretary of All Ceylon Hindy
Congress ( Federation of Hindy Religious Associations and Trusts
in 5ri Lanka) at the First International Conference on Skanda -
Murugan from 28% tg 31= December 1998 in Chennai,
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