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Gurupadam

UNMAI VILAKKAM

Translation by J. R. Nallasamy Pillai B.A.,B.L,

INVOCATION
We place Him, in our heart, the Five-armed God in
strong rut of russet colour, with tusked mouth and pot-
belly ; so that we may be freed of our ignorance and be
enabled without fault to spread the Light of Truth,
to be gathered from the Sacred Agamas.

SUBJECT PROPER.

O Thou, my teacher, that, perceiving the truth,
showedst the truth of Supreme knowledge and Bliss after
removing the falsehood, by proving it to be false.

O Thou, Truth, that will not give out false-hood,

O Thou, that residest in Tiruvennainallur,

Hear, O Thou, my humble petition, -and deign to

answer wy queries!

O, my Teacher, explain to me the following !

What are the 36 tattvas? What is Anava?

What is that Karma which arose even then?
. What am I who seem to be one with, these?

‘Who art Thou? What'is the Lord’s Sacred Dance

and what is the truth of the Panchakshara? 2

‘O my son, who is immersed in Bliss-ful Yoga, hear
what I am now imparting to you in accordance with the
teachings of the Supreme Agamas, graciously uttered ‘of
yore, by the Supreme Siva. 3
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The earth’s form is a square. The water is of
the form of a crescent. The fire is of the form of a
triangle always. The air is a six-sided figure. The Akas
is a circle. And the soul gets a body formed of these. 4

The colour of these is golden, White; red, black,
smoky-coloured, respectively and their letters are &, av, i,
w, ap. (L.V.R.Y.H)) : 5

Their symbols are diamond-sword, the lotus-flower,

SWASTIKA, the six spots and the AMRITABINDU
respectively. So the old Agamas declare, O mv son. 6

The Gods for the elements Earth etc, are Brahma,
Vishnu, Rudra Maheswara, aud Sadasiva; and their -
functions are respectively Creation, protection, involu-

~ tion, obscuration and showing Grace (Anugraha). 7

Brahma creates; the lotus-eyed Vishnu protects;
Rudra destroys, and Isa obscures and Sadasiva shows
grace always. ' -8

~ Earth supports being hard, water sofiens remaining
cool, fire fuses generating heat, air collects being in cons-
tant motion. Ether permeates and gives room for all
things. 9

We have now. set forth the qualities of the five
elements. If we are to tell you about the five deceitful
sense objects, they are the desire-producing Sound,
Touch, Sight, Taste and Smell. S : 10

- Now' I shall tell- you about the five sense organs.
Know them .10 be the ear, the skin, the eye, the tongue
and the nose, which perceive the low sensations in this
low world. S 11
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" The ear perceives sound through Akas. The body

perceives touch thrdugh‘ the air. The eye perceives light

through fire. The tongue perceives taste through water. ’

And the nose perceives smell through the earth. So the

Agamas declare. They who conquer these senses secure
the Bliss-ful Beatitude. 12-13

The Karmendriyas giving rise to speech etc., are
mouth, feet, hands. anus and the genital organs. 14

The mouth speaks with the ‘aid of Akas; the feet
move with the aid of air; the hands work with the aid of
fire; the anus excretes with the aid of water; the genital
organ gives pleasure with the aid of earth. 15

Hear now the enumeration of the Antahkaranas.

_They are Manas, Buddhi, Ahankara and Chitta. They
. respectively conceive, Judge, wiil and reflect. 16

B The foregoing 24 tattvas are stated by ancient
Agamas to be the Atma-tattvas. Hear now the Vidya-
tattvas expounded by me. 17

Time,  Niyati, Kala, Vidya. Raga, Purusha, Maya,
this is -their order. Hear now their nature with atten-
- tion. ; ‘ 18

TIME sets limit te enjoyment in the form of the
past, gives enjoyment in the present, and holds the
prospect in the form of the future. NIYATI-tattva fixes
the order and sequence of Karina. KALA-tattva induces
conation. VIDYA-tattva induces cognition. Raga
induces affection’.” MAYA induces general drowsiness.
Purusha is the name of the soul when it is inclined

towards enjoying sense objects. ' 19
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We have now dealt with- the Vidya tattvas. Hear
now of the Suddha tattvas. They are Suddha-Vidya,
Iswara, Sadasiva, Sakti and Siva tattvas. 20

Suddha-Vidya is the embodiment more of intelli-

gence than of action. Iswara tattva is more of action
than of intelligence. Sadasiva-tattva is both in equal
proportion. Sakti-tattva is action and Siva-tattva is
Jnana alone. These are -he five phases of kundalini, the
pure Maya, and they form the directive part of the
psycho-physical organism. 21

CONATIVE, COGNITIVE AND AFFECTIVE

We have now fully stated the 36 Tattvas. Hear
now about the two kinds of Mala, Anava and Karma.
Anava veils the soul’s consciousness. Karma ‘Mala
induces you to identify . yourself thoroughly with the
chain of pleasures and pains. _ S <22

O Thou rare Teacher, Thou hast explained to me the
nature of the 36 Tattvas, Anava and Karma. Deign now

- to show me the pature of myself. . : 23

Hear well what I state. Achit cannot stand before
Pure Chit. Chit will not perceive Achit. The Atma (Soul)
is what distinguishes and experiences both Chit and
Achit. So the Vedas declare without doubt: 24

The 36 Tattvas cannot be conscious of themselves.
The'si); kinds- of taste cannot perceive themselves, So
also the Tattvas do not know themselves, They are
not self-conscious, - 25

Even as a person tastes the edibles and then describes

. them as such and such; so you are the self-conscious

principle, who, uniting with these Tattvas, perceive
each and all of them, and describe them. 26
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“Qut of thine undiminished grace, hast thou .showp[
me my nature. Explain to me Thy own Imperls.hable
Form.” ‘‘As the Sun enables the eye to see,,’soA will we
enlighteri you and your consciousness-force.” .. . 27

Also understand that the sense organs ' that act
under the direction of the Soul’s con§cious_ne§s-force
baﬁnot see either themselves or the directing principle. S,o
also. we act as your soul and direct you; but youdon’t
see us, your very life. . 28

“As the letter ‘4’ is to the rest of the letters, so
do we stand as the life of all life. When. we -are not
-present in any soul, then will there be no light. So the
good Agsmas.declare.” ‘ ) _ 29
‘ O Meykandanatha graciously expound so that [ may
anderstand the nature of the Sacred Dance of the Lord
in the form of the five letters seen by the sages. . 30

. , hear. The Supreme Lord - dances
in th? srgzl Si%%ic:tee% by the letter YA, with a form
composed of the five letter§ SI, VA, YA, NA, MA for tgi
purpose of removing our sins. , : | N

Hear now how the Dance is performed.‘ In »hl's fegt
is NA; in his Navel is MA; in his shoulders is SI; in his
face is VA; in his Head is YA. o ‘ 32

The hand holding the drum is SI; thc? ’hand held out
is VA; the hand holding out protection is YA; the hand
holding the fire is NA; the foot. pressing down Muyalal;z;
is MA. : S o .

The arch (§@weur®) over Sri Nataraja is OMKARA;
‘and the AKSHARA which is never separate from the
/OMKARA is the filling Splendour. This is t}?e, dance of

the Lord of Chitambara. They understand this who have
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lost their egoism (Ahankara). Understanding, they leave
their births behind, : 34

Creation starts from the Drum. - Protection proceeds
from the Hand of Hope. The fire produces Destruction .
From the Foot pressing down proceeds TIROBHAVA;
the Foot held aloft gives Mukti. : 35

By these means, Our Father dispels the darkness of
MAYA, burns the strong KARMA, stamps down MALA
‘(Anava) and showers Grace, and lovingly plunges the
soul in the Ocean of Bliss. 7his is the nature of His
Dannce : 36

The SILENT JInanis, destroying the three kinds of
MALA establish themselves where their egoism is
destroyed. There they witness the sacred Dance filled
with Bliss. This is the Dance of the SABHANATHA
whose very form is Grace. 37

The One who transcends thought and speech assumes
graciously the Form composed of the PANCHAKSHARA
in the Dancing Hall of PARASAKTI, witnessed by his
Consort, Uma, Haimavati. They never sze births who
-see this mystic Dance.” A 38

O my gracious Guru! Thou hast explained to me

‘beautifully the nature of the NADANTA Dance, Let

me now know the nature of the Panchakshara. Can they

be one with the letters which are perishable ? 39

““The Symbols linguistic may be perishable but not
the entities denoted in any language. The meanings of
the five letters respectively are God, His Grace (Sakti),
Soul, Tirodana, and MALA. a , oo 40

God,” Grace, Soul, Titodana, and Mala are the

- purport of the-five letters (Sivayanama). If pronounced
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beginning with NA, you will not obtain Grace.. You will
obtain it when you-pronounce it beginning with SI. *. 41

" If this beautiful PANCHAKSHARA is meditated
upon, the soul getting rid of its ANAVAMALA will land
in the Region where there is neither light nor darkness,
and there, God’s Grace (Sakti), will unite it to Sivam. 42

If the PANCHAKSHARA is-pronounced with the

letters denoting the two MALAS first then you will not '

get rid of his three MALAS, and obtain Bliss. ~If pro-
nounced otherwise according to the injunction, your
JNANA will be boundless and you can live in Bliss. 43

The PANCHAKSHARA is the very essence of the
Agamas and the Vedas. given out by the gracious God.
In it, are found the PURANAS. In it, is the Blissful
Dance. And init, is found the silent Mukti, which passes
beyond all. N ‘ 44

_The Agamas declare that the nature of the union
secured by. the Muktas is like that of the fruit and its
taste, fire and its heat, the Veena and its tune. 45

- The Vedas strongly declare that asthe various
Tattvas are found united with oneself inseparably in

the bound condition, so the souls in the freed condition

will dwell as one with God. : Ca 46

As the moon’s light is indis“ti'nguishable in the Light
of the Sun, so will the soul unite itself to the foot of the
- Supreme Lord and plunge itself in Bliss. 47

If it be said that the soul had to go and unite itself
_ to God, then the Omnipresence of Siva will be destroyed.
If God is said to have united Himself to the soul, then
they must have been separate. But what then is the
truth? The position is like that of the Sun which
surrounds the man who had lost his blindness 43
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Thou tellest me that the Supreme one, who is past
thought and speech, is gracious and suffers no taint, and
that like this PATI, the PASU and PASA are also
eternal. Show this in MUKTI also. = .49

O my Son, Hear how they are in MUK TL He who
enjoys the Supreme Bliss is the soul. He who imparts
this Supreme Bliss is the First Cavse. That which
increases this happiness is MALA. Understand this in
all love.” - : : 50

- “0O my father,let me know the unfailing means of
securing this Mukti-?””. <Hear me state this. They who
regard and worship the GURU, LINGA, -and GOD’S

. DEVOTEES as the incomparable God will not .suffer

births and deaths.” : 51

“Meeting in Love, as the cow that had calved
recently, the Jivan-muktas will establish themselves in
true devotion to GURU, LINGA and BAKTAS, and will
be possessed of great love to them, which will destroy
their sins.” ' 52

O, Meykandanatha, the fruit of true Penance, who
dwellest in Tiruvennainallur and known to be Svetavana,

O, Ocean of Grace, Thave been saved by thee, saved
from being tossed about in the Ocean of Sorrow. 53
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