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INTRODUCTION

Sri Lanka's rich cultaral heritage is manifested by the ancient city centres, monastic complexes,
variety of edifices, splendid sculptures, and beautiful paintings. Some of these are dating back to the
3rd cenuiry BC. The world recognition of these creations are reflected by the fact that six of our
ancient sites are inscribed in the UNESCO's World Heritage List. However, it was felt that a
document giving a complete cross section of our heritage for the students was not available. It was
with this intention that a request was made to UNESCO for the assistance to publish a book.
UNESCO grant made it possible to publish the present volume.

The purpose being the creation of an awareness and curiosity among the students about our
cultural heritage, the book has taken the form of a pictorial. We have however, attempted to present
a brief cross section of our cultural heritage. There are seven world heritage sites and they are
introduced at the outset to the readers. It is impossible to present the rich heritage of these places in
a short presentation of this nature but the purpose is to introduce the concept of the world heritage
and the sites to the readers.

Next to the ancient cities, the largest settlements had been the Buddhist monastic complexes.
One has to understand these places in their overall context. It has ben recorded that as far back as
5th century AD there had been 5000 monks in Abhayagiri Monastery. Such is the grandeur of these

monastic complexes.

Then the book goes to introduce the building types. It starts with the religious building. Sri
Lankan Buddhist monastic complexes are dominated by the stupas, image houses, bodhi tree shrines
and the chapter houses plus several service buildings and the residential units. In addition to these,

all the known major building types are introduced to the readers.

’ ~
Sculptures presented are the Buddha statues, Bodhisattwa statues/ and Hindu figures. They
are vary fromsmall bronze products to massive stone sculptures. Paintings are yet another important
facet of our heritage. We have presented some of the best examples starting from the earliest recorded

Sigiriya frescoes.

The text is presented in all three languages keeping in line with the government policy of
introducing Sinhala in Tamil schools & vise versa. It is also hoped that children belonging to all
ethnic groups may share the same book & learn about their heritage. This will give an insight to the
present generation as to their responsibilities to conserve the world cultural heritage so as to pass

it onto the future generations.
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World Heritage Sites

UNESCO has commenced the\listing of unique creations by man or nature under the World
Heritage Convention. This is known as the World Heritage List & already six cultural sites
~ from Sri Lanka has heen imscribed in the list. This is a significant number when compared
with the total number of 300 sites listed from all over the world. Thdse in the World Heritage
list from Sri Lanka are the Ancient City of Anuradhapura (Medieval city of Polonnaruva),
Sigiriya Water Gardens & fortress, Dambulla Cave temple, Kandy sacred city including the

Dalada Maligawa & the old Dutch Fort in Galle.
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Sigiriva

Sigiriva complex has been developed around the 600 feet tall mountain and acted as capital of the country in the
Sth century AD. It was the glorious Art Gallery and palace cum fortress of king kasyapa of 5th century AD. The
palace was built on the top of the rock while below spangled the water garden, not second to similar gardens in
the world. Ofa very acute geometrical symmetry, these water surdens are reminders of those in Eoyptand Persia.
The rock gardens similar (o those in far east countries, evoke wonder at the ingenuity of the eraftsmen. The
Sigiriya paintings, an epitome of the very refined art of the cast together with the Sigiri graffiti serawled on
the rock surface have made Sigiriva world famous.

(5]



Lxdo

@ oD e WO BBows SO0 60 B GOM® GORDC BORDCE. § @B CotmBKHD 68O DOSH PmI
DIEOT goemicen dun DO CRE. eI eotdmiBed %gas 8E o0 8 § ce o) Dundet mislos) eamd aidd ce
SEMO B8N qraied e@8®. OG eEHEENINE OB SIOH OB AIE® NOCT GOIDCHIBOD BB &)
2006 608 b qeansd Dedern 68, gens gOrDCDE 60 emO BVROO i eMBMBE ac ¢ odgbem
Dmend fw oid gm0 § @86 mw HO& BEow B e BEDR DO OGNS 665 O% %cso ®OE.
Sedeens ® D163t BCBITOD GERMICES BTy @ OGS 605 ® O 9I CHS 6EE BwIC) 6B QU DO Rlulo)
Scaas OQE 88D, ¢ MO GIn® eBMBE HYHGEEHS © cFDO @led.

ECUIT LY ,
Urggrefn Qemdiesseows emsiubpebe werart Quss @nds soepar sy wiEn. &) emenauisr FUNTFTTSG &
Qirpar 188 wWwEHw Ukiselicn & GFligeneng . QuUengs SunFITsSHsT HAagwns afeni@n 1|efls  Hibs BTG
meuss Ll (henen  Sagn  wreflens PrGsGw o eNG . 9 FWETF Fholyenen uUenpw TF  wrelend L i Hw
@griGurmeiub SCLLRISEHD Bagh PPRGs srewiubid Qe ADPLILNAFWOISD. o e SHOCIBE] B FED6NTL
Bunecelry awy Wigyenen Lepw SULLASH @lemib wpepewwns Qursdcrper. Fadmaulen sULLE Samevd FADLiaL
BTG T(hSg sETL(Hderm  Herewmions Q& eflenmiGATng:. GUIUTS, SLLLEIGNST eohisnIsHer GumEL(
I $6F G &F Baumersehd FaIGnaluniSeph FIDkES pempulh LweTUBHSSILL (Henener. @§m@fﬂw FIDbG L GHITT UM HEO6NT
wEige whes, gt wrefles JYLidu soLLd QFSTSHIGNBNBW SHTeRTeuiD.

Bk 8 '
Kandy , ;
Kandy was the last capital of the country before British subjugation of Sri Lanka. The city has enriched Sri Lankan
culture inmany ways. One of the most sacred places of the Buddhists is the Dalada Maligawa, where the "Sacred Tooth
Relic Temple'" is located. Around it sprawls the archaeological complex of the king's palace and the old city and many
.other aligned edifices. Not subject to destruction of edifices as in other capitals, Kandy remains a grandiose reflection
of Sri Lankan architecture. Wooden carvings and murals embellish a number of buildings of which the Audience Hall
and Dalada Maligawa are glowing examples.
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Dambulla

Dambulla Vihara has been built on a giant rock compr nga multitude of caves, Itis believed that it first began
to be used during Vattagamini Abhaya's period (st century BC). ¥arious renovations have since been effected,
the last one been during Kirthi Sri Rajasinghe's time. This edifice sidered as the centre of Sri Lankan
Buddhist art and sculpture is replete with about 160 Buddha statues, Bodhisatva images and figurines of gods,
Murals have been drawn on an area of 20.000 squarre feet. The murals depict a very stylish form of art developed
in the Kandyan Perjod.
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Anuradhapura
Anuradhapura, the sri Lanka was growing with pewer and prosperity for more than 1500
s antecedents can he traced to 6th Century BC spawned a novel culture hased on Buddhism that

| sites in the

made its advent here in 3rd Century BC. Holding pride of place ameug the mammoth archaelog
world, Anuradhapura was not only the capital but the city most related to the development of Buddhism,

nprising gigantic temple complexes as the M
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Polonnaruva ‘
Polonnaruva, a city that rose into prominence in the 12th century is considered as the capital of medieval Sri
Lanka. Here can be seen some remarkable architectural remains » sculptures and murals. The most

noteworthy sites of Polonnaruva are the cluster of statues at Gal Vihara, Thivanka Image House and Alahana
Parivena.
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Galle
The Galle Fort is another town that is included in the World Heritage list. The fort belongs to the European
tradition and was constructed during the Dutch period. The town inside and the architectural remains are

considered to be excellent creations.
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Budd‘hist Monasteries

These are the settlements primarily with residences built for the monks after the introduction
& propergation of Buddhism in this country. These were started in small scale but later
developed into massive complexes with large number of buildings in addition to the residences.
These buildings were the stupas, image houses, bodhi tree shrines, chapter houses, alms halls

& essentials like ponds. According to the Chinese Monk Fahien, there had been 5000 monks

in Abhayagiri Monastery in the 5th century AD which shows the magnitude of a monastery.
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Maha Vihara

Maha Viharayva covers a land area of about 10 acres comprising the Sei Maha Bodhi . Ruowanwelisaya,
Lovamahapaya and other sacred buildings. According to our chronicles it was carlicr known as the Maha
Mevuna Uvana belonging to King Devanampivathissa who ruled in 3rd century BC and is the place where the
first monastery was built on the advise of Arahath Mahinda. This came to be the place from where the Buddhism
was spread and developed in this country, Inaddition to the sacred places mentioned above the ruins of hospitals,
residences of monks and ponds belonging to the Maha Viharaya are found here.
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Abhayagiri Vihara

This is the temple complex of about 600 acres sprawled around the massive Abhayvagiri Stupa looming 360
feet to the skies. Replete with all complements that make up a Monastry i.e. Uposhathagara, Image Houses,
Bodhigara, residences of monks and ponds, this complex is a magnificent symbol of Anuradhapura
architecture at its best. Fahien. the Chinese traveller monk who visited this place in 5th century AD has
recorded that 5000 Bhikkus livéd here and that it served as a Buddhist University with international
connections.
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Jetavana Vihara .

This vihara complex is one of the three major monasteries of ancient Lanka. It sprawls around the 400 feet
high Jetavana stupa built by King Mahasen in 3rd century AD. Extending up to an area of 100 acres, this
is replete with all the integral parts of a Buddhist Monastery. Foremost among the ruins are those of a large
Image House, a Bodhigara and Bhikku Kuti. ‘
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Tissamaharama Vihara

This Monastry which is the largest in Southern Lanka has developed around Tissamah
Some of the buildings in this complex are still not excavated. But the Stupa restored at the beginning at this
century is the principle feature of this monastery.
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Stupa

Known as stupa, Dagaba or Chetiya, this creation has become a symbol of the identity of
Sri Lankan culture. This has been a essential feature in most of the Buddhist monasteries.
Thuparama built by the king Devanampiyatissa in the 3rd century BC is considered the first
stupa built in Sri Lanka. This was meant to deposit the relics of the Buddha for the purpose
of worship. It is important to note that the stupas were first built in smaller scale but developed

to the size of Jatavana in the 3rd century AD, which is the largest stupa in the World.
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Ruwanweli Seya

This stupa begun by king Dutugemunu in the 1st century BC and given the final touches by his brother has
been subjected to a complete renovation at the dawn of this century. Revered as the most sacred stupa by
the Buddhists it is considered to be the first largest stupa in the ancient world. This stupa belonging to the
Maha Vihara complex looms to a height of 200 feet.
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Vatadage/Thupaghara (Thuparama)

Vatadage is a significant advancement of Lanka's architecture. Vatadage is a building constructed covering
a number of small stupa. It can be considered that the first Vatadage or Thupaghara was built around
Thuparama, one of the first stupa's built in Sri Lanka. The stone pillars around the Stupa can be clearly
reckoned as those that had once supported the roof. Such Vatadages or Thupagharas are found in
Lankarama, Mihintale, Medirigiriya and Polonnaruva too. Here is seen the Thuparama and the concentric

rings of stone pillars surrounding it. Built in 2nd century AD by king Vasabha, it has since been renovated
periodically. ‘
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Yatadage (Polonnaruva)

On view here is a Vatadage similar to that found in Thuparama of the Anuradhapura period but comprising
well preservedcomponents. Itis a citcular building that circumscribes a small stupa with four Buddha statues
placed in the fouri.di_;:,ectiongg Belongs to the 12th century.
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Sath Mahal Prasada

This 32 feet high structure situated in Polonnaruva, is generally known as the Sath Mahal Prasada. This
belongs to the 12th century and has links with the style of stupa found in Eastern countries (Cambodia).
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Nissanka Latha Mandapa

This spectacular building is situated in Polonnaruva. There is evidence of a stupa in the centre of this building
which consists of number of pillars hewn out of granite in the shape of Lotus buds.
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Abhayagiri Stupa
Rising to a height of about 320 feet this, is one of the most significant Buddhist monuments. Constructed by
King Vattagamani Abhaya in the 1st century BC, this is the second largest stupa in the world.
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Jetavana Stupa

This colossal stupa constructed by King Mahasen in 3rd century AD, is considered to be a most venerated
places. This is the tallest stupa in the world and the tallest building constructed out of bricks in the ancient
world and is about 400 feet high.
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Pathimagara/Image House

Image worship started around the 2nd century AD and it generated the creation of Buddha
images of various sizes and forms. An i’mportant feature was that a special building was
built to house the image. Image Houses of various forms and sizes became an essential
feature of Buddhist Temples and these could be seen in the modern day temples too. Image
Houses generally have a square section joined by a rectangular section. The section with the
main statue is known as “Garbha Gruha” and around this was generally found the
ambulatory . The frontal section is known as antaralaya to which connects the main
entrance and a small side entrance. The shape®and the size of the image house depends on

the postone and the size of the image. The largest image house is fond in Maligawila.
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Jetavanarama Image House _ _
What is visible here are the ruins of the image house of the ancient Jetavanarama Vihara Complex.
Comprising of a main entrance and side entrance the building belongs to the gandakauti style and has garba

gruhaya and antharalaya. Though thereis evidence of apedestal of a standing Buddha image, no other ruins
remain. ‘
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Lankatileka Vihara (Polonnaruva)

This Image House is reckoned as one of the most elegant edifices built in Polonnaruva during 12th century
AD. What makes the Image House which is now in a dilapidated condition, outstanding is that it is a complete
brick structure that houses a standing Buddha image.
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Lankatileka Vihara (Kandy)

This is a magnificent Image House belonging to the Gampola period. Builtsolely of brick itshows a similarity
to the buildings of the Polonnaruva period. Sited on a scenic mountain top, this Image House is embellished
with murals and houses a Buddha image.

46



=

47



. VRTIII

21880 BE® &3 (B1cOE)
oDy B b m088E scic) & 80 oin SE8 cows H08emn 562 Sade man H48en edoces sps cfond
Eed. i3580 Bmoe cnelia neaity e 6808 Bmd 8xe maddmdd cdad @red. 8Fdd o0 abEdndEs
w @ Bn0f0ED wd ¢ 828 ende o 5 2 SER mod ad aim. SES D@80 Be0LEs Sog adB
cHnd @eda god. du Bogbd dudemd gedned B8 aim.

48




sopnensedisy SCLOULL  Bipst elfisel [/ Guosaisy,

Fhrpreig ems  Bwel wrssrRSuld MBodoode ) gad Bhsdsmipw areasulist sl LOo®m Sncdedren
apEmmarmana 5 e ssuilei wismpar  FAnud Sl d Ssmew  wlenud  FFNEERL BlarauTneT  SUOLREET  eTer
enpdaluEl we aflenesgssr @ha sremoupadner. G5 aenauter af® ennowdel HAre bl
FeneuFen aremOumn, Elg OIS0 Budiy wrdderean | Eet Semeunlen Fry e arenua . G e nerEmrig

SinlgsT allsrenT ssmyuisy sedlsm@emi sl foeter |

Image Houses (Medawala)

A special sivle ol architecture of ancient Sri Lanka was a small image house, built on o wonden structure (surface)
which rested on stone pillars. A number of viharas of this type known as Tampita Vihara could be seen. Small
Buddha Images are deposited in these Image Houses, which are replete with magnificent wood carvings and
murals. This is one of the Tampita Viharas and is sited in Katogastota in Kandy.
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Uposathagara/Chapter House

Uposathagara or Poyage is a compulsory feature of ancient Buddhist Monasteries. Monks
congregate into these every fortnight and preach the Pathimokkha Sutra. This entails a
discussion of their good and bad deeds. The largest Poyages have been the Lovamahapaya
of Anuradhapura and Baddhaseema Prasada of Polonnaruva. ~In every ancient temple there
had been square or réctangular buildings of which one can now see the stone columns. Some¢

of them had been storied buildings. In the recent past this feature is missing but occasionally

small buildings can be noticed.
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Lovamahapaya

What is seen here are ruins of the Uposathagara named Loha Pasada built in 1st century BC in the Maha
Vihara Complex. Granite pillars numbering 1600 are still found here and according to the Mahavamsa they
have once supported a massive 9 storeyed structure, The roofs have been covered by bronze tiles according

to chronicles. The small building in the centre is a late construction and is the venue of Uposatha of the Maha
Vihare even now. '
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Baddhaseema Pasada
This is the-largest Uposathagara'in Polonnaruva known as Baddhaseema Pasada. Used for the performance of
Uposatha even today, it has been built in the 12th century.
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Bodhigara

The woréhip of the Bodhi became prevalent in Sri Lanka subsequent to bringing of the Bo
sapling by Theri Saﬁgamitta in 3rd century BC. Within a short time every temple had its own
Bodbhi tree. Soon a building or a wall around the Bodhi tree had to be cbnstructed. The Bodhi
tree has been planted in a cylindrical pit made of brick probably to regulate its growth had
a fence or buildings of various shapes co'nstructed around it. Archaeological excavations have
unearthed a number of these where special asana for offerings of flowers and to place a small
images are found. Ruins of such Bodhigara can be seen in Jathavanaramaya as well as less

famous Padikemgala & Nillakkagama.



& @ eIA®

£WIS eOHE OB . . HHOD 8w Betd & 6®G00 evads eCioan ®OD @C & 9 eIDGT ®Vv® 6D
DSEMV BRICR DNGICIVDE §HNBE Gedies DOV BTG, eRICDRS B8 &5 5B SNDHWH 6ERE LIREDD
88w 10 gOIBER NI HND BFH GICBBD 5BI0DGE eEB GDIB 60 aId. §HINYO gOBEIID
an)ds cin s OHD 6@ e@iRG 80 D08 OO migey eRINBCOE HOYS ¢HHO @Led.

uy wsr Gurd

Lis@el shislsms  Hp. 3 b ETHODIGHER Geuetengs wisk Aevenullensid QeTEE(heUbs GG
BTl wengw@Psg Cundl wuewssd GuUenss ellsnangsefley  &LLTWIODTET &Y  JDFLTETS . UFa)D
eI &S G SSGTUSTE QLIS SHSTHEN T Loglé;&)_‘/u@fu Gundl, ung&n&sliLLl L. Hewenoyd HleTemonaEd
@gnevGiLnupeiiuey dianesessenShleorncy DBLTG TSt uBSHIIL(R6T6Nnd . BITIS [T L L D6V ST6T S5 B6v
wWESw QL senglr Qugydetn Gurdeowd &DNG STSSEGS STeud Y&l L Gurdspseler Fenge)sen
STEseTL1LI(h) F68T MeaT . k

Sri Maha Bodhi

Subsequent to the bringing of the Bo Sapling of the Sri Maha Bodhi by Theri Sanghamitta the Bodhi became
an indispensable object of homage in Buddhist shrines. Today the Sri Maha Bodhi Complex is not only a
sanctified venue of worship but a terrain proclaimed by the Archaelogical Department as protected territory.

Holding a premier place in the Atamasthana of Anuradhapura it is circumscribed by ruins of Bodhigara built
at occasional intervals.
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Nillakkagama Bodhigara

This is another exquisite Bodhigara with links to the Anuradhapura period. Sited in the proximity of the town
of Galgamuwa, the Bodhi is planted in its centre. A building replete with a granite door has circumscribed it.
On view are the ruins.
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Shiva Devale (Polonnaruva)

This building is an artistic creation revealing the Hindu influence on our architecture in the Polonnaruva
period. Many Shiva Devales of this nature made of granite adorn the city of Polonnaruva.
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Cave (Wessagiriya)
In the early period, the Buddhist monks resided in natural caves which were made habitable. These caves were

prepared by cutting a dripledge specially in the front face of the rock. It was the practice to engrave in Brahami
letters the name of the person who was responsible for the preparation the cave. This is one such cave.
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Cave (advanced stage)

This is a cave exhibiting a granite wall in the facade. Such advanced caves are found in several places in the
Island. This cave is sited in the Mihintale Kalu Diya Pokuna archaeological site.
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Sanghavasa (Five Units) Abhayagiriya ‘
During the period 8-10 century AD a developed complex of monk's residences were found in Jethavanarama,
Abhayagiri and Maha Vihara. A unique feature of these complexes is that it comprises of 4 small kutis and

one large kuti. About 25 Bhikkus would have resided in each of these complexes that were two-storeyed.
Hundreds of such complexes are found connected to the above viharas.

68



4



CCEG RO (BnxdO)

9. ©. 4 O BrOed & 6®00 DN DODD ¢ & ¢ MO DBOT 96 DO BCH) Do eMMDMBEERD )
am. 20 S0 6eNE ® eMAMBEE VYOO BB a1 GO0 6COHE 6MBMNBSES 6@H B AU 6O DYOE
DAORS ¢ OOOD DTHOERS ¢ 1O ®»OYOE PINICERS ¢ B QLY. YD cHHHEH 6 8008 20 Hed.

SMHT wrellens ‘

@s. £ 0 4 QU BIHOICEIEH @) nig Genesi(Ges LU L tjeifis 6% ST cault Bt LING: TS HO Fer
QiBFL 101G YDGFHILIL L Guh S L L ID. FDNIGEEISET . uFHS& gallineta HauTsel, TS HenTsHeln Y Fwaer Henmd
Qs LjewssulBeren Qs BBy & GLLLSHB WSaD 3 paTen F1gETm F6 U TWLILIL (BeTeneu.

Temple of the Tooth Relic (Kandy)
A special building was constructed as the repository building for the Sacred Tooth Relic brought over to this

Island in 4th century AD.A two - storeyed building sited in Kandy, this is replete with stone pillars, wattle
and daub walls and woodén floors and embellished with beautiful murals.
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Padhanaghara (Ritigala)
This sort of building that comprises two platforms is found in places such as Western Monasteries of
Anuradhapura, Ritigala and Arankale. While one platform is roofed the other is roofless. Belonging to period

8- 10 century AD the Padhanagara has been used as a shelter for Bhikkus living in forests and devoted their
lives for meditation.
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Jantagaraya (Arankale)

Omn the Kurunegala - Dambulla road along the turn-off from Ibbagamuwa one comes into the ancient Arankale
Aranya Senasana (Forest hermitage). On view here is the Jantagara of this hermitage. Janthagara is the
huilding used by the Bhikkus tor hot water baths and steam-bathing. This building described in the Vinaya
Pitaka and other Buddhist texts, is circumscribed by o massive parapet wall. In the centre of this building
which is 80 feet long and 50 feet wide is a Udaka Doni with devices to draw out the water, Inside the building
are remnants of vessels used to boil water and alse some remarkable grinding stones, used to prepare various
mixtures applied when bathing
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Cankamanagara/Sakman Maluwa (Arankale)

This is Cankamanagara found in the archealogical site of Arankale. This is the most outstanding of the
Cankamanagaras left over from the ancient temples. This building 32 feet long and 6 feet wide, paved
with sand and sporting a granite bund with evidence of a roof would have been used for meditation. Though
information of this building abounds in the Vinaya Pitaka and several Buddhist texts, this feature is rarely
found in other ancient religious centres.
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Dana Sala/Refectories (Abhayagiriva)

In ancient temples are found Dana Sala or refectories with space and facilitics to give alms to hundreds, nay,
thousands of Bhikkus. Sizes range from very small to the very spacious. Here is seen a large Dana Sala in the
Abhayagiri Vihara Complex where a marked feature is the bath oru, made out of solid rock for placing of food.
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Library (Padeniya)

One of the outstanding ancient library buildings, which is sited in Padeniya. Flat tiled and of daubed walls
the main section of the library is allotted for deposit of paddy and for the deposit of books. Inner walls are
covered by murals. A Weli Pila (sand trough for teaching of letters) is found in the backyard.
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Urinals

A highly sophisticated drainage and human waste disposal system marks ancient buildings. Found among the
Anuradhapura ruins are some urinals embellished with ornate carvings of lions and with leafy motifs. What
is found here is one such urinal granite slab in a temple at Anuradhapura.
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Hospital (Mihintale)

Hospitals occupy a special place among ancient buildings. The hospital in Mihintale temple complex is an
outstanding example among these. Bathrooms with hot water facilities and toilets have been some of the
provisions available. A Buddhastatue for votive purposes and a Beheth Oruwa (medicinal trough) are among
its other features.
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Hospital (Polonnaruva)

This is the ancient hospital of Polonnaruva characterised by the Beheth Oruwa (medicinal trongh) and other
features. Various Kinds of tools found are an indication that surgical operations were performed here.
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An ancient foot - path (Ritigala)

This foot-path paved in granite is a remarkable example of such foot paths sited in Vanavasi temples or forest
hermitages. Of a width of about 8 feet it is about one kilo meter in length.
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Kuttam Pokuna/Twin Pond
This beautiful pond comprising of two sections has earned its name from this dual structure. It reposes in the
premises of Abhayagiri Vihara premises. Built out of polished granite each of the two ponds measuring 80

x40 feet and 60 x 40 feet, they are surmised to have been built for the bathing purposes of monks who resided
in Abhayagiri Vihara.”
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Lotus Pond

Thisisavery small beautiful pond at Polonnaruva. A granite structure, itslotus shape probably has generated
this esoteric name.
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King's Palace (Polonnaruva)
These are the ruins of the palace of King Parakramabahu (The Great). There is evidence to substantiate that it was a

storeyed building. The walls are very thick and has large number of rooms. It is an outstanding example of ruins of the
few extunt palaces,
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King's Palace (Kandy)
On view here is the main section extant from the palace of the last king of Kandy, Sri Wickrama Rajasinghe.

During British administration it was subject to certain changes. The palace is considered to be a creation of
king Sri Wickrama Rajasinghe. ’
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Audience Hall 1 (Polonnaruva)

It had been a tradition to build an Audience Hall for public affairs. Such a court was known as the Magul
Maduwa. Ourlast Magul Maduwa s still seen in Kandy and two more are seen in Polonnaruva. This Audience
Hall was built by King Nissankamalla.
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Audience Hall 2 (Polonnaruva)
Magul Maduwa, the name used for the king's Assembly Court was a very imposing and majestic building. The
throne was placed in this building where almost all official functions were performed. This is such a Royal

Court where King Parakramabahu of Polonnaruva held assembly. Built on a high stage only its pillars now
testify to a wooden roof above.
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Audience Hall (Kandy)

This is the Royal Court Building of Kandy . Sited in the Palace Complex it has a raised structure and
exquisitely carved wooden pillars. It is reckoned as a remarkable example of Kandyan architecture.
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Bogoda Bridge

Vestiges of bridges builtin the past to traverse rivers and waterways, asis done even today are among the ruins.
In the vicinity of the ancient Bogoda temple in Badulla can be seen a small bridge of this nature. This bridge,
60 feet long and 8 feet wide is constructed out of wood and has a roof. This bridge that exhibits the carved wood
style redolent of the Kandyan period is sheltered by a flat tile roof. A miniature model of this bridge can be
seen in the Highways Museum at Pilimatalawa on the Colombo - Kandy road. '
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Ambalama/Rest Room (Panavitiya)

This 1s:the'smallest architectural entity of Sri Lanka's cultural heritage. It has been built as a resting place
for foot - weary travellers and as a meeting place for villagers in the evening. The very simple ambalama
comprlses a wooden floor placed on 4 stones and a rustic edifice on it. Such ambalamas built in the last 2
centu,rles are still found. Out of these Panavitiya Ambalama is the most remarkable. 12 feet long and 8 feet
wide it fs. embgllished with stylised wood carvings. It is still in a well preserved state.
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Ranmasu Uyana

Water gardens occupy a distinctive place in our ancient cultural heritage and Sigiriya is its finest example. In
addition, Ranmasu Uyana (Park) which is located below Tisa wewa can be considered as a remarkable water
garden in Anuradhapura. On view here is a section of the garden.
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Sigiri Gardens
The ruins of the Sigiri Gardens of the 5th century AD are on view here. It is considered as one of the most
exquisite out of the more sophisticated water gardens of the ancient world.
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Wee Bissa (Grannery)
Wee Bissa is almost a minuscule yet very significant unit in ancient architecture. Intended for storing paddy
and other grain it has been made in varied forms. What is seen here is a rectangular shaped wee bissa built

using wattle and daub and raised on pillars. Straw or cadjan has gone into the making of the original roof. The
‘Sheets’ of the unit are modern additions.
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Moonstone

The semi circular first step in the flight of steps leading to ancient buildings is known as the moonstone. Some
are simple while some sport ornate carvings of varied figures of animals and birds such as elephant, lion, ox,
swans and also occasionally sport floral motifs.
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Guard Stones

Entrances to religious buildings were done up elaborately. What is presented here is a guardstone before a
flight of steps. On it a figurine of a guard protecting the sacred building is cleverly carved on the dressed
granite.
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Isurumuni lovers

This unidentified stone relief belonging to the Isurumuni Complex of Anuradhapurais ascribed to 6th century
AD and is considered as a remarkable work of art. It is placed in the museum at the same place.
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Wood Carvings (Embakke)

. The wood utilised for building purposes in Kandy /Gampola periods was exquisitely carved. Seen here is one

such carving.

120



e ST NG R

v

o 1 :{_x 1|n = :
ki

ISR R

T

e SR o b dmd :

|
i
i
i

[ §

Ty

I

Pt

-




8508 g D DO

B @080 e Bem HE Qe MOK® BO @C €D PO aif aod WO DR § 881 9o COBR®

e B5D8 D0 Hedy :H® MBE. 688 ¢ eDTes Vet BRDd BE 1O MOKOH. 686 BHADC ¢ MIEHIED
€10 emOLD.

aaTaTbSL g w wFF APuGaemne

Gloviiens SULLE Fevev el jFeMBe wrd ADLBeuenevsenend FTewteuTid. Fhalev FhGILiLik SemGev @ ear
B8 3 1pens  eusIeIBSL LI (BEGD. UL eememBSlLOUlL QR wId ApuGame @ mGs
sramiiLBHGTDg:,. Qg Fwuy SusT wreflensuies o eleng.. '

A Painted Wood Carving

Among the architectural creations of Sri Lanka are many wood carvings that are pictorially rich. This carving,
typical of this category belongs to the Dalada Maligawa, Kandy.
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Painted bas-relief

Ancient buildings display carvings etched not only on wood but modelled in lime plaster too. On view is such
a creation beautifully painted with traditional colours. This carving is from Dhanagirigala temple.
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Makara Thorarfa
Makard Thorana is a prevalent feature in viharas of Sri Lanka. Constructed of stone or clay/lime plaster they
are embellished with many an appealing art form. This is a Makara Thorana at Dhanagirigala Temple.
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Dutch Church (Galle)

Churches built by Portuguese are not in existence today and what are seen as the first Christian churches in
the island are those built during the Dutch period. This is the Dutch church sited in Galle Fort, built in 1669.
Similar churches are found in Matara, Kalpitiya and Colombo.
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Wolfendhal Church (Colombo)

This Church in Colombo is an epitome of Dutch architecture at its best. A massive edifice, it was con-
structed in 1773.
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Mosque (Davatagaha)
Built in 1860 in Central Colombo this is a magnificent Muslim Mosque. Sited in the land adjoining the
Colombo Municipal Council, another mosque of similar design has been built there recently.
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Dutch Hospitals

Constructed by the Dutch in year 1762 when lh'e:. were in possession of Colombo as rolers of the littoral, this
hospital complex is regarded as the most remarkable of hospitals built during the European expansion in Asia,
It is sited behind the Ceylineo building in Colombo Fort,
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Eye Hospital (Colombo)

Built to commemorate Queen Victoria, this building can be regarded as one of the most remarkable
architectural creations during the British period. Permeated by Hindu -saracenic architectural styles itis sited
in close proximity to the present Eye Hospital in Colombo.
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Traditional Houses
This represents a very small traditional house. Made of wattle and daub, it is cadjan thatched.
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A Dutch House

The European invasion certainly gave a new direction to the art of building houses in Sri Lanka. Social
considerations fashioned the mode of their houses. The style of building houses using durable building material

of standard came into vogue. Kabook has gone into the building of walls of this tiled house replete with
verandah.
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A tw‘gvgt(_)ried house of the British period

A house bifilg during the British period. Built of lasting building material and comprising wide verandahs
and spacious roots¢ip pumber of these studding the city of Colombo have disappeared with time. Few remain
to tell the tale. '
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Dutch Fort (Jaffna)

This is the third largest fort built by the Dutch in the island. Inside this fort of Jaffna comprising five bastions
are a church, store houses and the official residence of the Governor.
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Buddha Statue (Badulla)

Of a height of 54.5 centimetres, this statue was discovered in Badulla and is attributed to 6th century AD.
Sporting the Virasana style (form) with the Vitharka Mudra (Mode of dlscussmn) this was a seated Buddha
image and is today seen in the Colombo Museum, :
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Buddha Statue (Veheragala)

Discovered in Veheragala off Anuradhapura this statue ascribed to 9th century AD is 33.3 centimetres in
height. Made of bronze and gilt, it is a remarkable work of art. It presents a Virasana style and Dhyana Mudra
(Mode of meditation).
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Buddha Statue (Kurunegala)

Discovered in the terrain of Kurunegala this is yet another outstanding Buddha statue. Sporting a height of

about 60 centimetres itis dated to the century AD. The posture of Buddha with the Abhaya Mudrava (Fearless
Mode) is depicted here.
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Awkana Statue

Hewn out of stone and standing up to a height of 11.36 metres this colossal Buddha statue is ascribed to 8th
century AD. Evidences are extant that there.had been an ancient image house around this Buddha statue
exhibiting the Abhaya Mudra.
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Maligawila Statue .

This Buddha statue of 42 feet height is the largest free-standing crystalline time stone-hewn statue in the
Island. Of 6th century AD origin, it is in Maligawila in Okkampitiya area. There are strong evidences that
the largest Image House in the island (of a length and breadth of 80 x 80 feet) had once circumscribed this
gigantic statue. ' .
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Samadhi Statue (Anuradhapura)
One of the most remarkable Buddha statues, this statue surmised to belong to 6th century adorns the

Abhayagiri complex of Anuradhapura. Of a height of 12 feet and carved out of stone it shows the Buddha
in the Dhyana Mudra posture.
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Gal Vihara (Polonnaruva)

In the premises of what is known as Gal Vihara (Rock temple) is a cluster of Buddha statues hewn out of
granite. Ascribed to the 12th century, four main statues can be seen depicting different modes. The main
statues number four and they depict different modes.
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Bodhisatva Statue (Veheragala )

This statue ascribed to 9th century AD and discovered at Veheragala near Anuradhapura is 49.8 centimetres

high. Considered as one of the most remarkable of bronze sculptures in the world, the statue depicts
Avalokitheswara Bodhisatva.
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Bodhisatva Statue (Dambegoda)

Built solely out of stone and approximately 33 feet in height this statue belongs to the temple complex of

Maligawila. Tdentified as Avalokhiteswara Bodhisatva its time period is attributed to about the fith century
Al
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Buduruwagala

A remarkable complex of Buddha statue and Bodhisatva statues is found here. The stone-hewn Buddhist
statue of a height of about 45 feet flanked by Bodhisatva statues is its centre piece. It is sited on Wellawaya -
Tissa road.
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Shiva Nataraja

Found in Polonnaruva, this sculpture of Shiva Nataraja 140 centimetres high is ascribed to 12th century AD.
- This work of art that presents God Shiva in a dancing posture is regarded as one of the most outstanding of
Shiva Nataraja sculptures, in the world. )
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Goddess Parvathi

This is a 57 centimetres tall bronze statue depicting Parvathi, consort of God Shiva and was discovered in
Polonnaruva. It is yet another example of the prevalence of Hinduism during the Polonnaruva period.
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Gana Devi Image
This Gana Devi image about 81 centimetres in height found from Polonnaruva is an excellent creation. The

worship of Gana Devi, who is considered to be the Lord of knowledge, takes an important place among Hindu
beliefs.
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Sigiriya Paintings
This world-famous fresco is from the Sigiri paintings of Sth century AD. A depiction of a celestial maid, this
fresco marks a significant milestone in our cultural heritage
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Mural (Dambulla)

Dambulla temple can be compared to a museum of Buddhist art. This is a painting drawn on the vaults of the
natural caves ol Dambulla.
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Painting (Polonnaruva)

Tivanka Image House in Polonnaruva is considered to be the only place with 12th century paintings. An
example is presented here.
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Mural (Kelani Temple)

On view here is a mural from the Kelani temple that belongs to the Kandy period.
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Mural

This is a mural from Dhanagirigala Temple. Dating back to 18th century, it has used the medium of traditional
colours and motifs.
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