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THE RENEWAL OF VANNI MISSION

L

On the first of January 2010 pastors and
people who have returned from Vavuniya IDP
camps and from Jaffna started the worship
service at Church Of Christ the King at
Kilinochchi. The people cleared the church and
had the first communion service at the JDCSI
church Kilinochchi. Rev. Joseph is serving as the

- minister in charge of Vanni until further notice.
Rev. Dixon and Bro. Jude are assisting him in rebuilding the church and the
community. Your prayers are needed as we start rebuilding the ruins like the prophet

Nehamiah. »
A TIME OF REJOICING
DURING CHRISTMAS

The annual get to gafﬁe? during the end of
the year was held at Bishop's residence on
the 30" of December. The pastors and their
families participated. It was a time of joy
worth remembering. Carols were sung and
the children enjoyed playing games. The
Bishop's family gave the pastors and their

wives, gifts. The children were given
Rs.2000/- each to enhance the
collection at the NSB bank which was
started in the year 2008. The office staff
were also invited for the luncheon
which was hosted by the Bishop'

family. » i ®

°

A group of pastors from
Melbourne, Australia visited the
J':lffna Diocese of the Church of south
India recently. Pastor Lucky, Pastor
Damayanthi Kanagasabai of the
church Christ Life in Australia
visited the homes in Pandaterruppu
and Vaddukoddai. The first medical
missionaries started their work in
Pandeterruppu in 1820 and
proceec?ed to Vellore in India and

founded the Vellore Medical
College.

The Pastors given a
warm welcome by the girls at
the Pandateruppu Girls' Home
which had been supported by
the KNH organization since
1981. The organization ended
their support last December and
it has been a good gesture of the
church of CLA for coming
forward to support the home.

XXXII SESSION OF CSI SYNOD - 2010

The 32™ Session of the Church of South
India Synod was held in Courtallam, India from
13-17 January 2010 on the theme “JESUS
CHRIST RECONCILES”. The JDCSI
delegation led by the Bishop Daniel Thiagarajah
consisted of Revds Antony Sawerimuthu, I.
Rajkumar, S.C. Amold, A.S. Ruban & V.
Pathmathayalan and Dr Ms. C.V. Selliah, Dr
Mrs. Thayalini Thiagarajah, Mrs. Sugirtha
Sivanesan, Miss. Manoranjitham Mahendran, &
Messrs. N.V. Jeyakumar, Dunston Samuel
Selvarajah, & Edward Arunthavaseelan. Messrs
A. Arul Joseph and R. Daniel Dharmalingam
participated as accredited visitors.

images of 32™ Session of the CSi Synod
heid at Courtatiam, 14 — 17 January 2010

——

The following were
elected as the Officers of the -
CSI Synod for the Biennium
2010-2012: Moderator: Rt
Rev. S. Vasanthakumar
(Bishop of Karnataka Central
Dicoese), Deputy Mode
tator:i Rt Rew " Dy G
Devakadasham (Bishop of
Kanyakumari Diocese),

General Secretary: Architect e e e

M.M. Philip (of Madhya Kerala
Diocese), Hony. Treasurer: Dr
Bennet Abraham (of South Kerala
Diocese).

The “Morning Star” congratulates
the Officers of the Synod and assures
prayerful support to them as they
continue to uphold the great tradition
of this great church, the Church of
South India.

THE ANNUAL GET TO GATHER
OF THE HOMES

The annual get to gather of the

Homes was celebrated on the 29" of
December. The children of the Homes
participated with great joy and celebrated
the event. The standard of the cultural
programmes by the children were

outstanding. This was followed by

distribution of the Christmas gifts by the
Bishop to all the children and the staff of
the homes who work untiringly. Mr.
Chandran Frances, the Manager of the
homes and the Wardens were honored
by the Bishop.
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understanding that God's chosen and
special people, the Jews, whenever they
disobeyed God, God's punishment came
upon them. They were either taken into
slavery by other nations surrounding them
or destroyed and killed by their enemies.
But whenever they cried to God for help,
God stood by them and protected them
giving them the victory. The exodus is one
i of such events, and as a result of God's
intervention, the Nation of Israel came into
being, under the leadership of Moses,
Joshua and the prophets.

The other inspiring event is the
rebuilding of Jerusalem after the captivity
by the Babylonians. He allowed the king of Babylon and his army to defeat them.
The king of Babylon ordered most Jews to live in Babylon. Babylon was a long
way from their country, called Judah. However, many years later, the army from
Persia defeated the army from Babylon. The king of Persia allowed the Jews to
return to their own land. Only some of the Jews returned to Judah.

Now, after the destruction the remnants had the obligation to rebuild the
city of Jerusalem. Here, the hero was a man called Nehemiah. He was the
brother of Hanani who left Judah to visited his brother, Nehemiah. The name
Nehemiah means "God has comforted.”

Nehemiah was an important servant of the king of Persia. He was
holding a very good position in the reign of Babylon and had the favour of the king
as well. He was well settled in Babylon. Hanani his brother, who went to Babylon
to meet his brother Nehemiah, told Nehemiah that the walls of Jerusalem were
only heaps of stones. Fire had burned the gates of the city. This news made
Nehemiah very sad. So Nehemiah asked the king to send him to Jerusalem to
build the walls of the city again. Itis also mentioned, that when Persia took control
of Babylon, the king of Babylon asked the Jews who were taken as captives to
return to their land. But only very few returned for they were well settled and
prospered in a foreign land. However, the decision of Nehemiah to return to his
land with the purpose was a decision of devotion to God and to his people.

of Babylon to aid the process.

Another interesting aspect was that Nehemiah says in the first person
that “neither | nor my brothers ate the food allowance of the governor. The former
governors who were before me laid heavy burdens on the people and took food
and wine from them, besides forty shekels of silver. Even their servants lorded it
over the people. But | did not do so, because of the fear of God.”(Nehemiah 5:14-
16).

For a servant of God, who is called to rebuild the ruined nation, the
threats, antagonism, discouragements will lead to depression as in the case of
Nehemiah. But the story has a good ending. The city was built, the laws of God
was renewed, the people prospered and the reign of God returned.

The war in our land is over. Now the main task is rebuilding the war torn
areas. Needless to say thousands are still in the detention camps. There are
people with much enthusiasm to rebuild, including the NGOs and other
institutions and individuals. But the question s, do they really have the motivation
Nehemiah had? The sincererity to rebuild, not only the ruins but also the hurt
.minds and hearts, selfless devotion to their work, fear of God, the heart to bring
real social reform to the extent of cancellation of the debts of the poor and

without any selfish motives or hidden agendas?

If those who have the qualities of Nehemiah do not plunge into the noble
task of rebuilding, the land in ruins will always be a land of heaps of rubbles. The
prosperous ones who have rooted will always prosper but the poor ones will
always suffer in their own land. There will be always corruption, never ending
misery and permanent IDP camps. As Nehemiah demonstrates, to truly rebuild
the walls we must be willing to be painted with the same brush as they: the time
has come to give up the comforts and to "rough it" alongside those who truly hurt,
to walk alongside them IN THE THICK OF THINGS.

- Thaya

CHURCH AT PANANDURAI

The Sinhalese congregation at
Pahanadurai is thriving spiritually under the
leadership of Rev. Srilal Karunaratne . New
members are getting baptized and Jjoining
the congregation. Though it is still a house
church, the growth is tremendous. Both the
pastor and his wife who is a qualified
medical nurse are fully involved in full time
ministry. We wish them God's grace to carry on the ministry.

February 2010

DIPLOMA IN COUNSELLING

PROGRAMME

A two year programme in Diploma in counselling run by the Jaffna
Diocese is being planned to start in the mid March of this year by the women's
fellowship of the diocese under the umbrella organization of 'Solidarity is
strength’ Palmyrah project under the guidance of the Bishop's wife who is a
professional counsellor. The trained counsellors will help in establishing a
counselling centre at Mc. Leod Hospital, which will have a wholistic healing
centre for those who have been affected by the chronic war. For details please
contact, the editor, Morning Star, 17 Frances Road, Colombo 6, or The
Bishop's House, Vaddukoddai. '

THE PILGRIMS WHO FOLLOWED

THE FOOTSTEP_ OF OUR LORD

“You shall therefore keep all my statutes. & all my judgements, and
perform them, that the land where | am bringing you to dwell may not vomit
you out. And you shall not walk in the statutes of the nation which | am casting
before you; for they commit all these things, and therefore | abhore them. But
| have said to you, you shall inherit their land, and | will give it to you to
possess, a land flowing with milk and honey. | am the Lord God who has
separated you from the peoples” (Lev: 20: 22-24) ’

It was the experience of a lifetime to be in the Promised Land that
flows with milk and honey. Our first visit was Mount Nebo.

It is a lonely windswept hill with a remarkable view of the Jordan.
Valley, the Dead Sea and the spires of Jerusalem in the distance. Just before
Moses died, he climbed Mount Nebo. Although he could, not enter the
Promised Land, God showed him its beauty from mount Nebo. We were at
the mount & saw the beauty of the land. We also swathe bronze snake on the
pole. It was a wonderful experience. :

Next we visited the Dead Sea. It is the lowest place in the world, the

saltiest sea, so dense that you do not sink but float on the surface. My friends
and | floated on the sea.
From the Hezemite Kingdom of Jordan we left for Israel via a border crossing
through the Jordan desert, and arrived in Tiberias. The boat ride across the
Sea of Galilee was a fascinating experience — to be in the very sea that our
Lord walked on. From there we went to a restaurant by the Sea of Galilee,
where we had our lunch. The meal consisted of baked fish caught from the
sea of Galilee, together with their flat bread, and salads. It was a delicious
meal.

Next we visited the church of multiplication, the place where Jesus
blessed the fishes and the loaves, and then proceeded to the Mount of
Beatitudes.

From there we visited Canna of Galilee. At the church we had a
worship service and the Pastor blessed each one of us. Here we were
reminded of Mother Mary at the wedding.

We had the chance of visiting Nazareth. There we saw the church of
Annunciation it was very large church with an opening at the top of the roof to
remind us that the Angel Gabriel descended from heaven. There we also
visited the church of St. Joseph, where Jesus worked at the carpentry shop
with his parents. We next visited the Jordan river, where we had a special
service of blessing. We also collected water from the Jordan river

We next drove to Mount Tabor-the Mount of Transfiguration. This
mount was associated with closeness to God, and readiness to receive His

words. Both Moses and Elijah appeared with Jesus at this place.
(See..... page 06)
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JpDCSI MEMBERS TO
COMMITTEES

AND BOARDS OF CSI SYNOD

We are happy to announce that the following were elected unanimously as members of the
Executive and Working Committees of CS1 Synod respectively for the Biennium 2010-
2012:

1. Ministerial Committee

2. Liturgy Committee

3.Christian Education
'4. Youth Department

5.Mission & Evangelism

6. Committee on Communication

Department

7. Committee on Laity work

8. Church's Integrated life Development

- Revd.V.Pathmathayalan

- Mr.Edward Arunthavaseelan

- Dr.(Mrs) Thayalini Thiagarajah
- Revd.A.S.Ruban

- Mr.Dunston Selvarajah

- Ms.M.Manoranjitham -
- Revd.K.S.Joseph

Programme - Mr.S.R.Jesupalan
9. Department of Dalit and Adivasi
Concerns - Mrs.Nanthini Pathmathayalan

10. Ecological Concerns Committee

11. Theological Commission &
Union Negotions Committee

12. Child & Youth care

13. Legal & Marriage Questions

Committee

14. Political Questions Committee

15. Commission on Election Disputes

16. Statistics Committee

17. Constitution Revision Committee

18. Arbitration Board

- Revd.l.Rajkumar

- Mr.N.A.Vimalendran
- Mrs.S.V.Mills

- Rev.S.Antony Sawarimuthu

- Mr.A.Arul Joseph

-Dr.(Ms) C.V.Selliah

-Revd. Dr.S.C.Arnold

- Adv.S.N.Wijithsingh.

- 1. Rt.Revd.Dr.Daniel.S.Thiagarajah
2. Revd.J.G.Thiagarajah
3. Mr.N.Victor Jeyakumar

- 1. Rt.Revd.Dr.Daniel.S.Thiagarajah
2. Revd.l.Rajkumar

19. Court of the Synod

Executive Committee:

Layman: Mr. N. Victor Jeyakumar (substitute: Mr. Edward Arunthavaseelan)
Laywoman: Dr Mrs. Thayalini Thiagarajah (substitute: Mrs. Sukirtha Sivanesan)
Clergy: Rev. Dr S.C. Arnold (substitute: Rev. 1. Rajkumar)

Working Committee:
Dr Mrs. Thayalini Thiagarajah (substitute: Mr. N. Victor Jeyakumar)

NEW ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS

FOR JAFFNA COLLEGE

The Executive Committee of the Jaffna College Board of Directors
unanimously resolved at the meeting held on 22™ February 2010 to make the
following appointments subject to ratification by the Board of Directors.

Co-Vice Principals: The Rev. G. Nadarajah and Mr. A.C. Francis

Co-Junior Vice Principals: Mr. N. Victor Jeyakumar and the Rev. D.S. Solomon

s s s T S

ML

The Revd.G.Nadarajah

M:A.C.Franms

Mr.N.Victor Jey§akumar> The Revd.D.S.Solomon
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The Pilgrims........ccc.....
Contd. From 02

Thereafter we proceeded to Bethlehem- the place of Jesus birth. The
church there is called the church of the Nativity. At the bottom of the church of
the Nativity we saw Where Jesus was born. We saw the real manager made
of black rock. Next we visited the western Wall-also Called the Wailing Wall. It
is the most sacred place for Jewish People. We saw the Golden Gate where it
is believed that Jesus made His Triumphant entry to Jerusalem on Palm
Sunday. We also saw the temple Mount called Moriah where Abraham
prepared a place to sacrifice his son Isaac. :

We had the opportunity to visit the Garden of Gethsemane. This is the
place where Jesus spent several hours in retreat and in prayer. We too had
the opportunity to spend some time in private meditation. The 2000 year old
olive tree still stands in this garden, reflecting the long history of the old city of
Jerusalem- The next morning we visited St.Stephen's gate where St Stephen
was stoned. We also saw the pool of Bethesda where a crippled man was
healed after 38 years. It is said that out of all the people who were there,
Jesus walked up to this man having know what had happened to him. That
gave us the assurance that Jesus is aware of what we have gone through in
life. We visited the garden Tomb, discovered recently as the burial place of
Jesus. It was a man-made cave cut out of one of the many limestone hills in
the area. This cave was large enough to walk in to. We also saw the tomb of
Lazarus. ,
Early one morning we walked along the via Dolorosa, with stops at
every station. There were fourteen stations and at each station a pilgrim led
us in devotion. | took partin a Bible reading.

In the afternoon we proceeded to Mount Zion. The room of the last
supper where Jesus ate a meal sang psalms, read scripture and prayed. We
too did the same. In Jerusalem we saw a modern Bridge made in the shape of
David's harp. .

We live as slaves to sin and are redeemed by God and end our
lives living with god forever, It is indeed a great experience to see with our
own eyes the places. One has read about in the Bible, where Jesus lived,
died and arose. He lives in our hearts. Praise be to God

Mrs.Rani Arnold
JDCSI — Colombo Church

OBITUARY NOTICE 12/12/2009

MR CHELLIAH DAVID CHINNAKONE -
(Ex Managing Director, Sri Lanka Ports Authority),
beloved husband of Gnanasoundari Chinnakone,
loving father of David Jeyaseelan and Sarah
Jeyarathy, grandfather of Dhivya, Harin and Jonah,
father-in-law of Mohan and Raji, brother of late
Jesupathy Kandiah, late Radha Venayagam and
Thirupathy Kanapathipillai, brother-in-law of
Balasubramaniam, late Kandiah and Yogarajah, was
called to-be with Jesus on Saturday 12th December
2009. Remains will lie at A.F. Raymond Funeral
Parlour from 10 am. 7 p.m. on Tuesday, 15 December 2009. A Funeral
Service will be held on Wednesday, 16 December 2009 at 4 p.m. at the JDCSI
Church, 17, Francis Road, Colombo 6. Viewing from 3 p.m. - 4 p.m. Service
will be followed by a Private Funeral (family members only) at the General
Cemetery, Kanatte. No flowers by request. Donations can be made to Lanka
Alzheimer’s Foundation.

CHANGE IN THE SUBSCRIPTION

OF THE MORNING STAR

Owing to the increase in the cost of the postage of the Morning Star, we
encourage our readers to help us by paying Rs.300/- for the annual
subscription and Rs. 2000/- for life subscription. Thank you for your
cooperation. - Manager, Morning star.

The Morning Star

English Editor : Dr.(Mrs) Thayalini Thiagarajah
Tamil Editor  : Revd.V.Pathmathayalan.

Send in your News to
The Editor
The Morning Star
17, Frances Road,
Colombo - 06

r
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