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BISHOP THIAGARAJAH VISITS HIS ISLAND HOME

Delft, the outermost
- island of Sri Lanka almost
. halfway between the northern
¥ and southern coasts of Sri
¥ Lanka and India respectively
was he home of Bishop Daniel
| and Thaya Thiagarajah from
1983 to 1985. They were then
Rev and Mrs Thiagarajah
charged with the parish
incumbency of the JDCSI
Church there.

During that time they endeared themselves to the community irrespective of
the religious backgrounds and even adopted as dear and near to them many young
people who sought their care, love and affection; many such were not even members
of their church when they started their ministry in Delft.

The affection with '
which Bishop Thiagarajah
and his family are held in
Delft was joyously evident
when he made a 2-day visit
February 11 and 12. He
was welcomed most
~ warmly by Christians, -
both Catholic and
Protestant and Hindus as if
he belonged to them all. He
was, to them, heir own who
had come home to visit his
large island family On Sunday he celebrated Holy Communion assisted by the
resident priest, the Rev Thaveedhu during which four children and an adult were
baptized and four candidates were confirmed as full members of the church. The
Reverends Rajkumar and Thayalini Thiagarajah who accompanied the Bishop read
the lessons.

In a soul-rousing sermon,
Bishop  Thiagarajah demanded
that we retain the saltiness of the
salt, hold the lamp of our faith
aloft and shining and our deeds
must be an example for the good
of humanity. We cannot lose any
ofthem.

' Delft is widely
known as the island of ponies first
brought there by the Dutch and
they graze in freedom along with the local cattle. One travels a rather rough stretch of
waters to Delft crossing an area where several undersea currents intersect.

WAR VICTIM GIFTED WITH A MODERN WHEELCHAIR

Chandraselvam, his wife and three small children live in a hut in

Kumaraswamypuram, Visuvamadhu. His brother-in-law and family next doors have
a better house helped by some tsunami aid funds. Both have been severely injured in
the Wanni war. Chandraselvam lost both his legs just below the knee and also
considerable use of his hands. His cousin had a bullet going through the trachea and is
paralyzed. Chandraselvam was possibly a victim of torture. If that is true, the
question now is not as to who caused it and why because a war situation can bring out
the worst in a human being and this is the testimony all over the Wanni.
Rehabilitating Chandraselvam and his kind is our primary responsibly said Dr Thaya
Thiagarajah, the coordinator of the Holistic Healing Centre of the JDCSI. Her
counseling services are making a great impact in conserving the spirit of the victims
and inspire them to look ahead with the hope that they can overcome these disabilities
in various ways. A closure from pain and loss is crucial to rehabilitation, Dr
Thiagarajah emphasized.
Chandraselvam's home gives him and his family very basic refuge and Visuvamadhu
- 1s snake-infested country yet despite all their sufferings, needs and many short-
comings, they keep a happy home. On World Disability Day Chandraselvam was
gifted with a modern wheelchair by th JDCSI.

JDCSI LAUNCHES WANNI BRANCH OF ITS

HOLISTIC HEALING CENTRE AT KILINOCHCHI

Tuesday K
March 135, the Jaffna &
Diocese of ithe
Church of South
India launched its
Wanni Branch of the
Holistic Healing 3
Centre at Kandy
Road, Kilinochchi &
doubling this event &*
appropriately with
the World Disability
Day. '

There were ¥
emotions-stirring
scenes as hundreds of
war-ravaged people who have suffered enormously gathered at the JDCSI Church
premises under a specially constructed pandal that overflowed its capacity,
responding to the invitation given by the JDCSL. ,

The day's proceedings began with a prayer by the Secretary of the JDCSI,
the Rev Indradas Rajkumar. This was followed by a challenging opening remark by
Bishop Daniel Thiagarajah in which he emphasized that the unnoticed will be
noticed. We will, he said, fulfill our ideals, responsibilities and obligations as fellow
citizens of those
who need our help.

He then
f invited Dr Thaya
4 Thiagarajah, the
ol coordinator of the
Holistic Healing
Centre to take over
with her welcome
* address. = Wanni,
tighie " sard, ‘Has
2i offered a major
8 challenge to seek
wholeness from
§ ruins. She was all
praises for her
team of young
volunteers who have begun to appreciate the need and effectiveness of holistic
healing. It is multi-
dimensional; physical,
emotional and
spiritual.

Thereafter,
Mr.Karl Schellmann,
the resident repr
esentative of the &
Medicines Sans Fron
tier’ (MISF) //in | Sri
Lanka was invited to
declare open the ‘
Kilinochchi centre and 55
the events of the day.

Disability is a =
major factor for the
community to come to terms with today. Awareness of this reality and how we
should address ourselves to the consequent sufferin g of people holds the key to how
we should seek redress and solutions.

We cannot turn a blind eye to this problem and hope for some Good.
Samaritans to appear on the scene. The people of the Wanni are our own and they
have contributed immensely to our wealth for decades mainly through agriculture.

The devastating war was fought on their rich agricultural lands by outside
forces holding them to ransom. The loss they suffered is immeasurable with deadly
weapons of war indiscriminately dumped on their lands. The arms merchants made
their fortunes and Wanni's productive capacity was totally destroyed; corruption
further aggravated this terrible tragedy.

Students in particular should be helped to become conscious of the need to
orient their career plans and commitment towards the rebuilding of our community.
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EDITORIAL At the 40" anniversary celebrations of Navajeevanam, Bishop Daniel
Thiagarajah, then a priest of the JDCSI in the Wanni preached the sermon on the

W H AT I S LOY A LTY') Navajeevanam theme “One in Christ -Ready for both: ‘Service and Sacrifice;” Anq

that was probably the last landmark celebrations Navajeevanam had before the trail

A community is stable and progressive and for that matter a nation when of destruction became acute in the Wanni. So fierce was the civil war, there was
its governance and institutions are managed by highly committed individuals who nothing any one could have done at that time to save it.
reckon service as an ideal above one's selfat all times. ' It was left to Mrs Arul Thambirajah to hold on in great faith and with
When institutions that apply themselves fully to the needs of the society and are children in her charge survive the horrendous war. However, every physical
managed by people of integrity, a society flourishes and people's rights are also structure of Navajeevanam was totally destroyed. 3
held sacrosanct. This does not mean the Navajeevanam vision has faded and disappeared

When persons placed in positions of trust or those who appropriate such to into oblivion. It will certainly not be God's way.
which they are unfit, a society suffers and in certain cases there could even occur Navajeevanam awaits a new future commitment and for which the vision is
crisises of chaos and confusion, a situation that contributes to anarchy. becoming clearer and meaningful. We have to take the baton and commence a new

Nepotism is an evil force and so are frauds of various kinds like lap.Right on the heels of the war's end the JDCSI addressed itself with immense
embezzlement of public funds especially those apportioned to the poor and needy. determination to countless numbers of problems the Wanni faced for its recovery

=] There are those who unashamedly enrich themselves diverting funds meant for the and reconstruction. With over hundred thousand children and young people
poor and needy to their own private coffers. Worse, they are not even challenged, traumatized most of them severely and hundreds of women widowed, the JDCSI set
shocking that such get support too, a sign of poor citizenship where the crooked is up the Centre for Holistic Healing at the Manipay Green Memorial Hospital with a
considered smart and clever and worthy of emulation. branch in Kilinochchi and the Women's Empowerment Programme widening the
There are also situations where needy children and young people are placed in earlier Palmyrah Project and its scope.
circumstances of abuse abhorrent to the moral leadership expected of the adults Leadership Seminars are being planned during the next few months and all
entrusted to provide safety, succor and support to them. these will be ongoing projects.

We of the church have an immense obligation to be role models in Among the many felt needs, the principal one is a skilled training centre in
integrity, united in faith and unblemished in loyalty to it and the institutions that agriculture, appropriate technology and courses needed to enable young people to be
govern us. Every one is a unit in the family of Christ and each one in an trained and educated to lead their people in their resurgence.
interdependent and inspiring relationship. There is therefore a great need for a Community College that will cater to

A church council is not a parliament made up of parties or self-serving these needs and Navajeevanam is the ideal place to set up such an institution. It
groups however diverse we may be in certain theological ideas and concepts. should function as a fully fledged Community College of the JDCSI and provide

Church government based on one united faith, accepts one leader among others, facilities for students of Jaffna College and Uduvil Girls College if
consecrated in the tradition that goes back to the time of the Apostles. they wish to take community development disciplines along with their formal
We do not split Christ's Church on any issue because the mark of Christianity is education. Community Colleges are necessary for developing countries and it will
one faith and utmost loyalty to it. It demands a loyalty that is crucial to the good of be a great tribute to the founders of Navajeevanam if it becomes a pioneer in this area
any community. in Sri Lanka.

If this is jeopardized one role model example that we treasure as good ; :
government is ablfse(? and brought to disrepute. i i GRASS ROOTS MEDICAL INTERVENTION

It also comes into conflict with our faith because such a shortfall is often CRUCIAL TO COMMUNITY'S HEALTH
used for practices that are unacceptable to the church. ! When the American missionaries came to North Sri Lanka almost two

' Issues that are massaged to chall; nge the authority of the ghurch hundred years ago they recognized two key elements vital for the development and
especially to confuse Fhe adherents and the faithful are a challenge to our faith and progress of a community, health and education. Our people, who were quite literate,
i tov_/a.rds e i igp i had a system of education that was basic and mostly nonformal which suited their
foiL Ilt - 1mportan: :ve rentind ourslfll;/gs cogsttarlltlyttha;our logal‘;y kil f.alth economic and cultural activities of the time, namely farming and fishing.
B o e e oot e il i va el 023 it Kl impard b an it i the on

g g Ug] D il ¢ Gg 4 ,-V' iy e QLo porFion of his mud-daubed and palm-leaf roofed house. Politically IhE): were stably
SpCref TS IR e i parish-organized. Culturally too they were quite versed in the arts like folk and

classical music, dance and literature that were tradmonal to them and promoted
widely in the temples of old.

NAVAJEEVANAM MUST ARISE AGAIN BUT AS A

COMMUNITY COLLEGE. In the field of health too they were served with systems of herbal medicine
that have been in vogue for centuries and demanded a great degree of diet discipline
By Christie Richards among others. One could claim there was grass roots medical intervention at that
(Wishing Mrs Arul Thambirajah the best of wishes on her 100" birthday, the author time though without certain surgical skills it was limited. Manipay Green Memorial
prays for her good health and the wish that on her 101" birthday she will open the Hospital was founded more than one hundred and fifty,years ago on the strength of
Navajeevanam Community College as a gift to the people of the Wanni managed modern medical inputs on the existing traditional system.
by the church to which she belongs, the Jaffna Diocese of the Church of South This was why Dr Samuel Green translated many medical books from Tamil
India.) | to English and English to Tamil and made a tremendous contribution to medical
A vision must have a perpetual flow like a river; it is like an unending science in Sri Lanka and also helped him to found the first medical college in the
marathon relay of laps. As its ideals are pursued and achieved, they must generate country. It is possible that some of his students had grounding in traditional medical
new visions keeping with the demands of the time. This process has no end but a practice.
great deal of achievements along the way. During his recent visit to Sri Lanka Dr Tom Hirschfeld accompanied by his
There may be several obstacles and challenges some of them very severe wife Caroline from Boston, Massachusetts, was greatly impressed by what people at
even to the level of total collapse but visions hatched with commitment and the grass roots knew about vital medical intervention in cases of certain
dedication to serve needs should not be forsaken neither they be contained and emergencies, however limited they may be.
trapped into tight and limited circumstances. Gowshalya a JDCSI day care teacher in the Wanni said how she would treat
A good idea must grow and if necessary reorganized and reconstructed if a case of suicide attempted by ingesting a poisonous substance. She and her
such are required. colleagues could handle other emergencies too. Suicide is a major concern in the
The Wanni Civil War that lasted over thirty years has caused total Wanni today.
devastation. Among those that suffered was Navajeevanam (New Life), a We are now living in times of several major diseases that plague humanity
courageous agriculture-based project founded in 1959 by a few dedicated people, and they demand modern medical treatment especially complicated surgeries and
the Rev and Mrs Thambirajah of the Jaffna Diocese of the Church of South India others that require intensive care. Certain illnesses also spread fast even across
(JDCSI), Sister Elizabeth Baker of the Methodist Church and a few friends. The nations of the world for various reasons.
Thambirajahs and Sister Baker became the resident governing members of These major illnesses can be checked to a great extent by awareness, early
Navajeevanam and in time the sole leaders until two of the Thambirajah children intervention and timely treatment especially the preventive types.
became actively involved in its management. Dr. Tom Hirschfeld who visited a number of places in the Wanni and Jaffna
Navajeevanam; from the beginning became a residential facility for needy District shared his views that an extensive programme of awareness including
young children and all their requirements were met including schooling just like in techniques and methods of early intervention at the grass roots level were vital to the
a family. They were further trained in agricultural systems and technology good health ofa community.
appropriate to their needs. As a matter of fact it functioned as an out of campus Dr. Hirschfeld who has worked among the native people of Nicaragua in the
educational institution providing the kind of education vital for the development of hills, was of the view that a team of health workers and rural volunteers engaged in
aregion like the Wanni apart from being a place that inculcated Christian values. work among children and needy people informed in health intervention programmes
It was a tough task the Thambirajahs and Miss Baker had undertaken and and techniques can contribute considerably to the good heath of the nation.
what they achieved is highly commendable. They stayed close to their Mother He and his wife Carpline a professional photographer communicated freely
Churches, the JDCSI and the Methodist Church respectively and very often with the workers of the JDCSI in the Wanni, at the Varany Mission Farm and also
Navajeevanam was a retreat centre for the workers of these churches including the visited the Green Memorial and McLeod Hospitals during their stay in Sri Lanka.
Anglican Church. The late Bishops Sabapathy Kulandran and Lakshman They appreciated very much the plans of the JDCSI to provide full in-house
Wickremasinghe sought Navajeevanam for their qulet meditations, retreats and treatment for the totally paralyzed from the war and visited the site location too.
inspiration. They were particularly impressed by the Varany Mission Farm and its
As has been with every institution, homes, factories and farms, composite programme strictly conforming to the organic system and its ideal as a
Navajeevanam too suffered considerable damage during the war including the parental farm for multi-dimensional community activities. Such ideals, Dr
Church of the Holy Carpenter for which the foundation stone was laid by Bishop Hirschfeld said will help transform a society and set it on a path of dynamic progress.
Sabapathy Kulendren. He also presented Bishop Daniel Thiagarajah a selection of grass roots teaching aid

material and promised his support to the vision that is being pursued by his Diocese.
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THE MORNING STAR

JAFFNA'S LONG GOLDEN LINKS WITH
THE US CHERISHED AND HONOURED

3 Traditional
courtesies and
rituals complete
with melodious
nathaswaram
music to the
accompaniment of
rhythmic thavils,
nilappavadai wel

" come, garlands
especially of cloves
and cardamoms and
Golden Shawl

honour greeted the US Ambassador in Sri Lanka Her Excellency Ms. Patricia

Butenis when she arrived at the Green Memorial Hospital, Manipay Tuesday

January 25.

She was welcomed by the Rt Rev Dr Daniel Thiagarajah, Bishop in Jaffna
of the Jaffna Diocese of the Church of South India and Chairperson of the American
Ceylon Mission that counts a long relationship with the people of Jaffna.

Bishop Thiagarajah is
also the Chairperson of the
National Christian Council of
Sri Lanka.A mong those who
welcomed the Ambassador was
the Tamil National Alliance
Member of Parliament, ™%
Mr.M.A Sumanthiran, K

In the field of modern
medicine, the Green Memorial
Hospital "has a monumental
history. Founded in 1848 by the

American Missionary Dr Samuel Fiske Green, it was Sri Lanka’s first Medical ,

College. Associated with its sister hospital, Inuvil’s McLeod Hospital, it did
yeoman service until it was ravaged by the recent civil war.

It is a matter of great relief that the JDCSI headed by Bishop Daniel
Thiagarajah is determined to bring both hospitals back to their pristine
glory. Marking the visit of the Ambassador, a public meeting was held in Centre for
Holistic Healing at the hospital premises at which Bishop Thiagarajah gave an
indication of the hospital’s development goals. He briefly traced the pioneering
efforts of the early missionaries and their visions and the elements that uphold
democratic values they propagated in North Sri Lanka. It is these values that will
guide us, observed the Bishop Thiagarajah as we help create a new nation for the
generations to come. :

Mr. Sumanthiran added to these sentiments with welcome greetings and
emphasized the need to effectively continue the mission carried out by the dedicated
missionaries who came from New England, USA.

Her Excellency also chose the occasion to visit the Uduvil Girls College,

the first girl’s school with a hostel in Asia founded by Harriet Winslow, in whose
memory a Girls Home has been established at Pandatheruppu.

Following the visit to Manipay, the Ambassador and her party briefly called
at Jaffna College whose origin goes back to the 1820s with the founding of its
forerunner the Batticotta Seminary.

Managed by a Board of Directors with fraternal relationship with JDCSI, it
is headed by Bishop Thiagarajah as the Chairperson of its Board of Directors.
Jaffna College receives funds from its own fiduciary body, the Trustees of Jaffna
College Funds''in
Boston, Massachusetts.
The history of the JDCSI
goes back to 1813 with
numerous firsts in
education and health
when missionaries from
the US committed
themselves to the
command to go out into
the world and preach the
gospel.

Her Excellency
Patricia Butenis made
many references to the
work of the American
missionaries in the North counting many firsts in their achievements when she
declared open the American Corner at Jaffna City the previous day. In her speech
she said: “Not everyone may realize that Americans have a long relationship with
the people of Jaffna. American missionaries arrived here in 1813, almost two
hundred years ago. They taught English and learned Tamil, founded the first
printing press in Jaffna(American Ceylon Mission Press), started the first Tamil
language newspaper anywhere (The Morning Star) , and established Sri Lanka’s
first medical school.

MARCH 2011
Last June, =
during my first trip to
Jaffna, 1 visited a
cemetery in Uduvil
whereseveral
Americans lie in rest.
There I learned that
former Secretary of
State John Foster
Dulles, one of the
United States' most
renow ned diplomats,
visited the gravesite ,
of his great-grandmother Harriet Winslow, founder of Uduvil Girls School whose
choir sang earlier in the ceremony. This was the first girls’ boarding school in all of
Asia.” : :

“The opening of the American Corner,” she said, “is a symbol of our
sustained commitment to the people of Jaffna. And, with its opening, we add
another American "first" to the list for the American Corner is the first facility in
Jaffna to have an operating ADSL internet connection. '

“An American Corner is much more than a small library where people can
read books, magazines, or current newspapers. The American Corner is a place that
will connect Jaffna with the rest of Sri Lanka, and with the world. Through digital

- video confere

nces, the Jaffna
public can now
interact with
American scho
lars or business
leaders in New
York, Los Ang
eles, or. Washi
. ngtonD.C.
“Of equal impo
B rtance, you can
also connect with
 a network of
B universities
| throughout Sri
Lanka and with
our American
Corners in Kandy, Oluvil, and Colombo, as we are doing today. We will engage
young people via the internet, web casts, and programming to develop their
communication and leadership skills. Our online databases, English language
library collecti on, regularly scheduled book clubs and film screenings will provide
educatio nal and cultural resources to both children and adults. We hope and expect
that the American Corner will quickly become a vibrant community center, and
provide a space for dialogue between Sri Lankans and Americans. ‘

The American Corner is only one of the ways we are engaging with the
people of Jaffna. The U.S. Agency for International Development created 20,000
full-time jobs in the North and East through an innovative series of partnerships
with private companies. We have also given many small grants to youth
organizations for projects
such as training translators, |

promoting the performing i

arts, and addressing domestic |
violence. 1 even gave the |
Jaffna Public Library some
books from my own
collection of detective stories
and mysteries.”

Bishop
Thiagarajah recollected the |
glorious days when these two |
mission hospitals along with |
the one at Murasumoddai,
Paranthan gave their best to the community. He further added of the importance of
traumatic counseling for the people who suffered the war and those who are now
being resettled in the Wanni. Special mention was made about the contribution of

_ the JDCSI Centre for Holistic Healing which has now become an inseparable part of

diocesan mission to the people at large. The function was organized by this Centre
on behalf of the JDCSI. Dr Ms. Thaya Thiagarajah, Director, Centre for Holistic
Healing, has made all arrangements with the assistance of the students. She had
earlier garlanded the Ambassador and adored her with a golden shawl.  Mr S.R.
Jesupalan, Secretary of Mission Hospitals and Mr Noel Vimalendran, Chairperson
of Medical Board were among those who were present and helped to make the visit a
memorable one.

The Ambassador made a quick tour of the Green Memorial Hospital and
appreciated the commitment of JDCSI to carry forward the ideals of the early
American Missionaries. Bishop Thiagarajah presented a copy of the Centenary
Souvenir of GMH and a write-up titled “The Challenge Before Us.” The
Ambassador, in response, presented the diocese a copy of Mr Thiru Arumugam’s
“Nineteenth Century American Medical Missionaries in Jaffna, Ceylon.” ;
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