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House of Representatives
21st March 1966.

The Permanent Secretary,
Ministry of Local Government
Hemas Building,

Colombo 1.

Dear Sir,

Wards of Jaffna Municipality

I am in receipt of your
letter of 19th March 1966, on
the above subject.

2. 1 wish to state that I
have an important prior enga-
gement on the 23rd inslant.

3. I wish also to state that
I consider highly improper to
base any discussions in regard
to the extension of the limits
and redivision of wards of the
Municipality of Jafina on the

recommendation of Mr.
Martyn who made such
recommendations  afler his

candidature for the Jaffna seat
at the last geperal elections
had been announced. It may
be of some interest to your
Minister to know that Mr.
A. P. Jayasuriva the then

Minister of Local Government

personally told me that in the
circumstances he had decided
not to consider the report of
Mr. Martyr.

Yours faithiully,
(Sgd.) G. G. Ponnambalam.
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My No. AB/E2/14

Ministry of Local Government
st Floor,

75 1/1, Yeork Street,
Colombo 1.

23rd March 1966.

My dear Senator Jayasuriya,

I have to refer to the Com-
mission issued by you to. Mr.
C. X. Martyn, retired District
Judge, to demarcate the boun-
daries ol the Municipality of
Jafifna,

2. I find from an Office
Minute made by you on the
3rd'December 1964 that you
directed the Commissioner of
Loeal Government, in refer-
ence to the report of Mr.
Martyn dated 30th September
1964, as follows:—

*“Steps be taken for imple-
mentation,”

3. Subsequently,on 6-1-1965,
there is a minute by Mr.
Mahatantila, the then C.L.G,
to say that the Minister want-
ed the matter to be laid by
for sometime.

4. 1 now attach for your
information a copy.of a letter
sent to. me by Mr, G. G.
Ponnambalam, M. P. for Jaf-
fna, in which he makes the
categorical assertion that you
had decided not to consider
the report of Mr. Martyn.
This assertion is in conflict
with the oflice minute appear-
ing in my file. In the circums-
tances, 1 shall be glad to have
your observations on the alle-
galion made by Mr. Ponnam-
balam.

With kind regards.

Yours Sincerely,
(85gd.) M. Tiruchelvam.

Minister of Local Government.,
Senator A. P. Jayasuriya,
25A, Me. Carthy Road,
Colombo 7.

Copy to: :
G. G. Ponnambalam Esqg.
Q. C,M.P,
No. 15, Queen’s Road,
Colomba 3.
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Senator A. P, Jayasuriya.
25, Mc. Carthy Rd.
Colembo 7.

28th March "66.
My dear Minister,

Your letter dated 23rd
March 66 re the demarcation
of the boundaries of the Jaffna
Munieipaiily resched me-only
on the 27th inst. 1 am glad
you have been so kind as to
seek an opportunity 1o ascer-
tain my views on this matter
before taking any action.

2, You may not be aware
that my Ministry and 1 had
been very much interested in
the ve-delimitation of the pre-
mier local Government insii-
tution of the Tamil-speaking
people. For this purpose [
was anxious to secure the
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services of the most competent
person. After careful thought
we cameé to the conclusion
there was no belter person
than Mr. C. X, Martyn, retired
District Judge, whose experi-
ence and ability, and above
all, whose impartiality and
independence iminently fitted
him for this work. He himself
was unwilling to accept this
assignment uatil 1 was able to
assure him, after various con-
sultations with people in
Jaffna, that all interested par-
ties considered him an excel-
lent choice.

3. Before I express my view
on the Report itself’ I should
like to deal with the state-
ments contained in paragraph
(2) of the letter of Mr. G. G.
Popnambalam’s letter 1o your
Permanent Secretary dated
21st March 1966. [t is totally
incorrect to say that Mr.
Martyn made his “recommen-
dations after his candidature
for the Jaffna seat at the last
general election ‘had been
announced.” I believe I appo-
inted him in early April 1964
and he presented his report to
me about the end of Septem-
ber 1964, There was no talk
of any general election during
this period, nor was Mr.
Martyn the member of any
political party, The motion
defeating the Government was
adopted in Parliament on the
3rd December 1964 and Par-
liament was dissolved on the
17th December 1964, You
will not disagree that this was
a sudden and unexpected
development and therefore
nobody could have reasonably
anticipated a general election
atithris treme 2 s cea v
In regard 100 Mr. Ponnam-
balam’s second statement I
had *‘personaily told” him
that I has decided not to con-
sider Mr. Martyn’s Report,
this again is incorrect as I
have never even met Mr.
Ponnambalam for more than
two years. | never could have
made such a stalement to him
as the Ministry officials and |
had, after careful considera-
tion, decided 1o accept the
Martyn Repoit abeut Nov-
ember 1964. 1 am both sur-
prised and sorry that Mr
Ponnambalam should have
made a statement which [ am
reluctantly  compelled to
characterise as false.

4. It is correct that I direct-
ed the Ministry officials. to
take steps to implement the
recommendations of the
Martya Report. It is -likely
that the actual minute was
made on the 3rd Decembar
1964, but I have no distinct
recollection of the date. The
official minute must be cor-
rect. It is also correct that in
Janvary 1965 I did ask the
officials to defer implementa-
tion for some time. There was
however no questien of my
changing my mind about the
acceptance of the recemmen-
dations, We were suddenly
and unexpectedly in the midst
of a genéral election, and the
normal duration of the life of
the Jaffna Municipal Couneil
would extend to about Decem=
ber 1966. In the circumsiances
there was, no need to harry
the implementation of the
Report.

5. I never helieved, nor can

I believe that any reasonable
verson  will say that Mr,

Mariyn’s subsequent entry
‘into politics would have con-
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ditioned his earlier recommen-
dations.

6. 1 desire at this stageto
say a few words about the
Report itself. It isa pity the
Report has not been publish-
ed. A study of the Report
will reveal that Mr. Martyn
has been at pains to doa
thorough and fair job. It is
not dlways that we have the
advantage of a Report of such
high quality. The Minisiry
had been worried for some
years about the question of
adequate representation for
the so-called Minority Tamils
and the Maritine people. This
adjustment was bolh difficult
and delicate: Mr. Martwyn has
dealt with these matters with
complete fairness and has
shown a sympathelic under-
standing of the problems
involved, 1 am able also to
state, s I have studied the
varicus tepresentations that
en one or two important
matters Mr, Martyn has fir-
mly rejected the proposals
made by the representatives of
the Federal Party. On the
whole my officials and 1 were
amply satisfied that the
recommendations were not
only fair and reasounable but
also in the best interests of
the people of Jafina.

7. I should also state that
Mr. Alfred Duraiappa saw
me and expressed dissatisfac-
tion at the way “his warsd"
had been demarcated. 1
explained to him that one of
the reasens for the appointe-
ment of the Commission was
to remedy the injustice cansed
by the picce-mcal delimitation
effected by my predecessor
which resulted in “*his ward.”

8. Before 1 conclude 1
should like to state that itis
pity that there shou'd be any
controversy aboul the imple-
mentation of a4 Repoart which
has been -made after a
thorough investigation and
extremely careful considera-
tion and which in my view
should satisfy all reasonable
interests, 1 should also add
that, despite political differ-
ences, | like many others,
have a high regard for the
standards of honesty of some
of the Federal Party members
of whom Mr. Martyn is one.

With kind regards,
Yours sincerely,
(Sgd.) A. P. Jayasuriya.
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