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\ Helene Klodawsky

(" 1knew that creating a portrait of a slain human rights activist would be no easy feat — especially )
given the fact that there were no surviving archives, few photos and, due to security concerns, no
access to filming in Jaffna where Rajani lived and worked. In addition, most of her friends, former
students and colleagues were far too fearful to speak about her on camera. Almost everything would
have to be constructed, but based on careful research. NO MORE TEARS SISTER is about as far
you can get from cinema verité. Luckily Rajani’s oldest sister and husband — who themselves were
leading activists during Sri Lanka’s tumultuous years of ethnic strife — were willing to come on board,
joined by Rajani’s younger sisters, parents, daughters and fellow activists — now living underground.
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“Excuse me, could yf)u step aside so | could
pick up that can?” | said kindly for the third time.

No answer as usual to that no good, meagre
street sweeper. | haven't seen a day pass when
a person doesn't ignore me. It's the usual thing;
they look at me, pass me and look right through
me, like I'm a craggy piece of filth.

| remember my mother saying, “Barry, they only
bully you because they’re jealous of ycu.”

Well that’s not the case now is it?

The sun smiled over Sunnyside quay, the same
old cars passed at the 9.00 rush hour, same old
children skipping to their school and same old
lousy pedestrians being lousy. However, there
was one difference today which | had never felt
from other days. If you know what | mean | feel a
bit light headed, kind of floaty you could say.

Anyways, I'll just carry on with my work, as
usual, sweeping the rough fagade of Kingsley
Crescent. As the bristled exterior of my shabby
broom scraped against the ground it didn’t make
that scratchy foghorn noise, its bristles just
somehow agreed with the ground today, if you
know what | mean.

My eyes just appreciated everything | saw today-
like | was enlightened or something. The sun

A bizarre walk in
Sunnyside Quay

carried on smiling over the quay and glistened
over its slender body. The sea glimmered like
refined sapphires perched on an emperor’s finger.
The trees swayed blissfully in the autumn breeze
and leaves slumped to the surface. | took a deep
long breath and inhaled the fresh autumn
splendour. | felt my body fill up with aromatic
inner warmth.

As | tilted my head and leant forwards | saw Mrs
Marble.

“Mrs Marble, Mrs Marble,” | shouted to my good
friend

No answer

“Mrs Marble, are you ok?” | shouted in
desperation, “Mrs Marble answer me please!” |
exclaimed.

She just walked past me motionless. No answer
at all. This wasn't the lovely Mrs Marble with the
delightful coloured clothes she always wore. She
just passed me and ignored me, exactly like the
others. Even weirder, she was wearing black, like
she was going to a funeral or some sort.

Why was everyone blanking me today? Even
Mrs Marble, the kind old lady who was like a
mother to me. Could it possibly be true she was
ignoring me?
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Anyways, not getting to it, I'll just carry on with
my reckless pathetic life.

| walked about swiftly. My small steps crunched
the foliage of the exterior below, making a crisp
tingling clatter. The air around me smelt
deliciously fruity. It was probably because of the
Fruit Bakery ahead!

Suddenly, | saw something pass me. | squinted
my eyes to see if it was true. | could see a man-
about 6ft in height, greasy brown hair and a
beefy neck, wearing a disguised black cloak.
This man had something peculiar about him.
Something just stood out, but | couldn’t figure
out what. Was it his bizarre glow? Was it his
masked identity? What was it? | couldn’t figure
out what!

Then unexpectedly, this man who | had never
seen in my miserable life raised his hand and
started waving them at me. | felt a bit uneasy but
also quite happy because someone noticed
me...at last. Anyway, who was he? Why was he
looking at me?

As his floaty figure ventured towards me, | could
have sworn his body was transparent, like a
ghost you could say and the funny thing was
that no one noticed him.

“So you going to the meeting today?” he asked
me .
“What...meeting?"

“Oh...so you haven't found out yet...?” he replied

“I don't know what in Earths name you're talking
‘bout bruv...”

And with those words he ran off crazily- well he -

wasn'’t running, he looked like he was floating off!

As the sun began to set in Sunnyside quay, |
saw its fiery outside enrage the atmosphere next
to it. | breathed in the fresh atmospheric air and |
felt my body warm up in appreciation to the
brilliant scenery.

As night approached, cars passed with
headlights as powerful as the suns energy
source, hurting my eyes with utter pain. As |
walked | could hear the clatter of autumn leaves
under my feet.

Red...Amber...Green...and off the cars speeded
away with their engines rustling. My legs started

throbbing like a boxer and a punch bag. | went to
a nearby bench and rested. As | stretched my
legs on the bénch | stared up into the black sky
and pondered a star nearby. This little star
lightened the quay below and made me lose into
aworld of my own. | could feel a sense of
appreciation convey my body and tingle the
sides. Snap! | got up and felt my aged joints
crunch between my bones. | was a loner. | could
admit. No one appreciated me, everyone ignored
me. That’s life | thought...

As | crossed the road, | saw a car speeding -
down the road like a stampede of hysterical
animals. Its bulky tires screeched against the
jagged exterior of Kingsley Crescent, the car
hustled in all directions and it was coming for
me. | thought this was the end for me. Was it?
The car hurried towards me insanely. | closed my
eyes to be ready for the ‘world of wonders’'. |
could feel my eyes vibrating, getting ready for the
moment, the moment of truth. Any second now |
thought, any second now. After a few seconds |
couldn't bare it, | opened my eyes. The car
wasn't in front of me, but it had passed, it was
behind me. The car passed me and | didn't even
possess a scratch.

No...Ithought. The car didn’t pass me, or did it
pass through me, | thought insanely. All these
thoughts flustered through my head. Why was
this day so abnormal?

Why today?

I slumped to the floor, my bottom plummeting to
the ground. Tears trickled down my cheek, not

wanting to let go, hanging on.

As | got up and walked back to my house or
some people call it the park bench, | squinted
my eyes and strained to see what was on the
newspaper. It was a picture of me with my name .
onitand it read:

TRAGICALLY BARRY RHODES, WAS HITBY A
CAR ONE WEEKAGO, TODAY. ANY
ACQUAINTANCES OR FRIENDS OF MR
RHODES ARE FREE TO ATTEND A MEMORIAL
SERVICE HELD TODAY AT SOUTHSIDE

HOTEL, SUNNYSIDE QUAY.
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Metropolitan Police Service Wants Your Assistance to Help Stop

the Violence. Please Phone the Confidential Tamil Hotline.
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