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The Tamiis are a minority. They have theif
langnage, their culture and their traditions. This
fact has to be accepted and respected. And like
most minorities, they have their problems. These
probiems must be solved andthe attempt to do so
must be sincere and serious. When that happens
and the Tamil community at large sess it the
divisive cries will cease and politicians who
stand on such platforms will fade away.
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The confrontation between the Tamils who
constitute a sizable minority of 22 percent and
the Sinhalease— dominated government stems
from the formers deep seated dissatisfaction with
a constitution that has reduced their language
and religion to second class status. Buddhism
has been elevated “‘to the fore most place™ in
the new constitution and Sinhala made sole
official language. This is how the Sinhalese
majority in the Parliament has been able to
deny the basic rights so largs a minority, which
has naturally hort the Tamils very deeply.

If the Sinhalese are keen to restore commu-
nal harmony, as Prime Minister would make it
appear, the easiest way to do that, is to remove
those needless irritants wilfully incorporated
in the constitution, by according equal status to
all the religions of the island and parity for
both Sinhala and Tamil. What is needed is the
will for national unpity on the part of the
majority community™’
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