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Mr. Senanayake fails

Mr. Senanayake’s Govern-
ment, as expected, has been
defeated on its first vole
of confidence, and Mr. Sena-
payake will to-day ask the
Governor General, Sir Qliver
Goonetilleke, to  dissolve
Parliament so that fresh elect-
ions can be held. However, the
Leader of the Opposition,
Mr. C. P. de Silva, thinks that
he will be able to command

cenough parliamentary support
to form a Goyernment himself,
and Sir Oliver, for various
reasons, may want to give him
& chance to try. His own party,
the Sri Lanka Freedom party,
won only folfy-six seals im
last month’s general elections
ts Mr. Senanayake’s fifty. But
with the help of some smaller
parties and the six appointed
M. Ps he may be able to

up a majority. Whether it can
fast will depend largély on the
attitude of the Federal party
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of the Tamils. This has fifteen
members, and it was because
they were dissatisfied with
what Mr. Senanayake had to
offer them that they joined in
the Opposition’s vote of cen-
sure and brought the Govern-
ment down, Naturally they
will want to make the most of
their opportunity, anditishard
to blame them in view of their
experience in the 1956 elect-
ions. (Both Mr. Senanayake’s
and Mr. de Silva’s party
sought votes by promising to
promote Sinhalese over Tamil
as the one official language.)
But even if Mr. de Silva
succeeds in building a coali-
tion it will be a rickety struc-
ture, liable to be upset at any
time if one party or another
moves off in its own direction.
This sort of precariousness
mads the late Mr. Bandara-
naike’s life wretched and con-
tributed to the mishaps that
befell Ceylon during his pre-
miership., Another election,
which must surely come soon
in any case, will probably
prove well worth the expense.
Indeed, if it turns out to be
costly for the swarm of small
parties and independent candi-
dates that complicated last
month’s voting so much the
better.
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