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WHAT IS A

COMPUTER

Maxmy S. Aravinth

Coubvoir, France

(Contd. from o6 August Issue)

3 - Central Processing Unit - Microprocessors
‘The brain of the computer’

dhe central processing unit, or CPU, is the
compuier®s brain. It does all of the major thinking
Jor the compuier. Ii is usually one or two major
computer chips inside the computer.

Instead of being constructed of millions of
brain cells like the human brain, the CPU consists
of thousands or miilions of microprocessors.

4 - Mass storage Devices :

The computer’s mass storage devices are
analogous 1o a human being's long-term memory,
1t 15 used 10 siore large amounts of information
that 15 not immediaiely in use, like the memories
of your jifth birthday party, The two main mass
siorage devices in use roday are the floppy disk
and ihe hard disk drive. Just like memory, ihey
are measured in Bytes, Kilobytes and Megabytes,
ine fioppy disk has a reiaively small storage
capacity (typically s00 Kbytes or 1.4 Mbyvtes),
but it is portavle. The hard disk drive hus a larger
capacity (anywhere fiom 40 Mbyies to - Gigabytes),
bur 1s permunenily mounted within the computer :

©

5 - Output devices ;

Output devices are compuler devices that display
‘OFr output infarmation‘ The most common Iwo are
he screen and the printer. The screen gnd the
printer are much the same as a human's mowh,
or hands when used for writing. They both are
used to output information.

Hardware Accessories
Mcdems

- Modems allow you to communicate with other
computers using a phone line. Modem speeds are
in bits per second i14. 4, 2888, and 56 thousand
bits per second are siandard,.

CD-ROM Drives

- A4 CD-ROM drive is a high capacity storage
device. which lets you, read data Jrom the disk,
but not write data back. The speed of the drive
(how fast the CD platter spins) is measured in
multiples from the first generation drives. New
drives are up (o 24X (or 24 iimes the first drives),
but while the CD spins faster, it is not really
24 times faster in actual output.

LPrinters

- There are different types of printers (laser,
ink jet, dot matrix) with differing quality of
Output  They are measured in dpi (dots per inch)
and PPM (pages per
better .

minute,. the higher the

Scanners

- Scanners ‘digitise’ printed materig| (like
photos and graphicsy and save it 0 a graphic
file format (like. GIF or. JPG) for display on

the compuier.

Operating System Software

Operating system software provides a ‘user
jnter face’ for users to manage Jiles, start programs.
customize computer settings, and other 1asks. The
operating system also provides ihe Sundamental
core eomputer functionality for programmers .

Intel based PCs use Microsoft Windows version
3. (older) or Windows g5 or Windows 98 (latest)
as the operating system.
Macintosh operating system

Macintoshes use the

Software #Aopplications :

Application  software uses the Dperating sysrem
sofiware and provides the real Sunctionlity of g
compuier Applications includs ;

1) Word  Processing
perfect, Ami )

(MS word, Word

2) Spreadsheets (Lotus 123, Fxcel . )
3) Database (DBase, Fex pro, Oracle )
4) FPresentation MS Powerpoint .

5) Internet Browsers (Netscape

Navigator,
MS luterner Explorer)

61 Games

(Continued in 08 October)
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ENGLISH LESSON 01/09
FUNCTIONAL GRAMMER

Bruce Centos
Melbourne, Australia
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9. FEMENINE - Queiwr wire
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‘Kill him not, iet him free.’

‘Kitl him, not let him free.’
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How [ spent my holidays

I went te my grandmother’'s house in
Chavakachchery fer my August holidays. My mother
accompanied me on the trip. We tack off from
Retmazlana Airport after the police checked our bags
and baggages. in an hour’s time we reached Palaly
end from there we proceeded to my ganny's home,

On the iZth | had a nice birthday party
for myself with my Aasai amma, Periyamma,

Kuchamma, Ammama, Uncles, Aunties and cousins

Chavakachchery is a country side, There are
iots of Jak trees, beautiful ponds and the ares
Is spread out with paddy fields. [ enjoyed my stay
there and wish to go back once again. The days
passed soon :nd we came back o Colombe in
time for my schoo! life, cnce again

Miss §. Dhenuja
Year 6-A

Hindu Ladies College
Rudra Mawatte, Colombo - .6
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Mr. V. Sivarajasingham

of Department of Linguistics
University of Jaffna

for GCE O/L English Literature (Poetry)

‘A POISON TREE’
By William Blake

About the author :

The author of ‘A poison Tree® is William
Blake. He was born in London in 1757, His father
was a hosier (dealer in hose and Jrame-knitted
or woven underclothing). Blake received no formal
education. But he had studied the Bible. and the
works of William Shakespeare and John Milton.
He was mainly a self-taught and self-made man.

He was a sort of mystic and a visionary.
He began writing poetry imitating Shakspeare and
Milton, but larer developed his own stvle He
told his friends he had a vision of God. Blake
wrote his poems when he was under the mystic
spell. Most of his poems are hard to comprehend
{understand) because of the mystic quality. But

some poems like ‘A poison Tree® are not difficult
to undersrand.

The most popular of his poetical writings
are:” 'Songs of Innocence’ and the “Songs of
Experience’ . His style has a religious grandeur
Blake died at the age of sevenfy in 1827.
Paraphrase of the poem :

I was angry with my friend over some affair.
When I confessed about the anger I bore rowards
him, it disappeared from my mind. But the anger
which I nursed secretly in my mind towards my
enemy, developed day by day. It grew like a

Bagsawrs oenfll August @) side, 48
Curewg @Quuflar apavurs, ‘MR’ erarusn@
uSans, ‘DR® o e L Gei. Qulmpsg
B5iGw wpmer Qurmdurel, @unleipulerTe
THULL [ L GHmQu  OOTSSTE S QIebE, BT
warafldys Csrm&HaGper. mowad

— Y& Nwr

tree that I watered morning and evening with tears
and provided Iigﬁt with my vicious smiles and
false tricks.

It continmed to grow day and night and finally
produced a beautiful fruit. My enemy who happened
fo see the bright fruit knowing well it belonged
t0 me, stealthily entered into mv garden in the
night. To my utter surprise and joy I found him
lying dead under the tree, in the morning.

Appreciation :

The central idea of the poem is: ‘*harboured
anger begets ruin’. The poem deals with the theme
of the evil consequence of fostered anger: The
poet_contrasts the anger he bore towards his friend
with the animosity that he carried in his hears
towards his enemy.

A Poison Tree
William  Blake

was angry with my friend

told my wrath, my wrath did end.
was angry with my foe :

told it not, my wrath did grow.

g pood el g

And 1 watered it in fears,

Night and morning with my tears,
And 1 Sunned it with Smiles,

And with soft deceitful wiles.

And it grew both day and night,
Till it bore an apple bright;
And my foe beheld it Shine,
And he Knew that it was mine.

And into my garden stole
When the night had veiled the pole :
In the morning giad 1 see
My foe outstretched beneath the tree.

The development of the harboured wrath is
compared 1o a growing tree. The metaphor suggested
by the word ‘grow’ in the last line of the flrst
stanza s sustained in the second and third
sjanzas .

The supply of details such as the conditions
of growth - water and sun and the time space
indicated by night and day - makes the description
picturesque and clear. The association of personal

(Please see page I3)
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English . .

(From page 12)

reactions ‘fears and tears’, and ‘smiles and
wiles* makes the poem appealing and tellingy

The tree* bears an apple. This remind us of
the *Forbidden Fruit' of the biblical fame by the
eating of which Adam and Eve were expelled
from the Garden of Eden

In this poem the apple stands for the
temptation to take revenge. It signifies the plot
that the anger helps to invent, and the deate that
overtakes the enemy by eating the fruit: The last
line tells us that the narrator felt happy when he
saw his enemy lying dead. This shows the inhuman
nature of a person who is subjected to anger.
The poem provides us the wmessage that anger
makes us heartless brutes;

(This serialization would continue in October)
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