2 055 SO THEDSWID, ITRSTETTHEDEMLD RHRHBDEINSGLD HnhiBwedisi

Q1 Caflu QeMGHTT JlMLILIMTHDS JiG6T DIL| &MiihS SHeeosefien eugeonGm
. BiievmieBeme)-oHiital DeE siSssSeT aenmIOTEGLD.



L6185 SILDTeT BEOMES 2_WTUHEHES . ..

ASI BOUCHERIE

Demi-Gros-Detail
Ouvert du Lundi au Samedi de 8h a 20h

Triprie - Vlaille
Viande Halal Toutes sortes de viandes
Boeuf, Agneau, Veau
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195, Rue du Fbg St. Denis
75010 PARIS
Tel : 01 4205 23 78
Mo. La chapelle / gare du Norol

ﬂ Open in Harre Warren

“‘Gooked to order - mild or spicy

oy

Or ouf'su‘ileetmango Lassi  Kottu Roti : Chicken/Beef/ Suﬁer }Shicken o /Chiwc,ken'Tskka Masal
Lamb/Vegetarian

Shop 2/2-8 Victor Crescent, Narre Warren, VIC 3805 Australia

Come taste our hot tea

Phone : 9705 9366 www.riksmahal.com.au
® INDIAN ® MALAYSIAN ® TANDOORI'®SRI LANKAN ®VEGETARIAN
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On the occasion of World Theatre
Day (March 27), Metro Plus brings the
success story of Madurai-based Nigazh
Thestre Centre and its role in educating
and empowering people

“Had | not joined Nigazh Theatre
Centre, | would have been aschool drop-
out roaming the streets of my village,”
confesses M. Azhagar who is now do-
ing under-graduation in physics. -

Hailing from Seegupatti, avillage on
the foothills of Alagarmalai, Azhagar is
dsoatrained actor with some creditable
performances. His ambition is to do a
theatre course in Bangalore or
Hyderabad and then join the National
School of Drama. “Initialy, my parents
were against it. Now they understand
how theatre changed my outlook,” he
says.

Azhagar is a product of one of the
many outreach programmes of Nigazh.
Eight years ago 25 children were picked
up for training in acting from
Chathirapatti, Seegupatti, Kadavur,
Parali, Lingavadi and Vemparali vil-
lages. “Just for fun, | raised my hand
when the coordinator asked who dl were
interested in a performance. | never
knew what was in store,” saysAzhagar.

THEATRE DAY

WORLD

“Asadl the children werefrom thevil-
lages near the hillsthey al cameup with
stories on monsters and the script for
‘Chippichung’ evolved,” says M.
Shanmugaraja founder-director of
Nigazh. “The children showed tremen-
dous potential. Four of them are still
continuing with us,” he adds.

Azhagar was sent to ‘ Therukoothu’
exponent Purisai Sambandan for a
koothu training session where he ex-
ceeded dl expectations and earned the
respect of the masters. “| was thrilled to
learn that the master selected him for
Dushyasan’'srole,” says Shanmugarga,
who founded the centre in 2002 to in-
volve people in artistic works.

Ever since the centre has been
organising workshops, conducting fes-
tivals and staging full-length produc-
tions. Many of its activities are done in
collaboration with educationa institu-
tions. The centre's trained staff visits
different districts organising theatre per-
formances that involve the loca school
and college students.

The Nigazh team has travelled al
over the country and a so been involved
in development activities. According to
B.Venkatesan, the supervisor of out-
reach programmes socid issueslikegen-
eral health awareness with focus on
menta hedth, environment, ecology and




de-addiction have been taken up so far
in association with voluntary
organisations.

“We have worked in more than 150
coastd villages staging plays on evils
of adcoholism, importance of education
and sanitation. We have dso done State
Government’s promotiona campaigns
on mental illness in 100 villages in
Ramanathapuram,” says Bharathi,
centre's artistic director.

Nigazh’'s main tool to reach out to
people is the Forum theatre. The model
provides aplatform to people to express
themselves and audience are not mute
spectators but they aso are drawn into
performance. “People face daily prob-
lemsin life but often suppress them. We
givethem thechanceto comeout of their
shells and most end up seeing theatre as
a therapeutic outlet for pent up emo-
tions,” says Shanmugargja.

Primarily acentrefor traditiond the-
atre activity, Nigazh d'so has arepertory
to train people for the productions.
Though Shanmugaraja follows Safdar
Hashmi and Badd Sircar, he aso tries
to act asabridge between thetraditional

and the street theatre. “| wanted to blend
the exquisiteness of traditiona theatre
and the energy of street plays. That is
why | use props and costumes even in
my street plays. It attracts people. | like
to reach out to more number of people
and if possible make them a part of the
production,” he says.

The centre is now working with or-
phans and the children of dalit, HIV
positive and single parents free of cost.
As part of their inter-cultura network,
Nigazh has dso invited eminent theatre
persondities from Switzerland, Brazil
and France to share the knowledge and
culture besides coordinating with NSD
for workshop productions down south.

Shanmugargjadreamsof bringing all
theindependent and scattered Tamil the-
atre groups under one umbrellaand cre-
ate aspacefor regular theatre activity in
the city. After 76 workshops, 12 festi-
vals and 13 stage productions,
Shanmugargja continues to yearn to get
closer to people. “From them, we get the
confidence to work more,” he says.

- Keywords: World Theatre Day,
Nigazh Theatre Centre
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THEATRE OF ROOTS

Muruga Boopathy digs deep into ancient art forms and traditions
to stage Kugaimaravasigal, a haunting play about the pain of

migrant labourers.

Resplendent malls, grand railway
projects and the tall skyscrapers make up
our metro dreams. But, have we spared a
thought for the hands that build them? The
play cdled Kugamaravasigd (Dwellers of
Hunger Caves) does just that. Produced by
the Chennai based theatre troupe, Manad
Magudi (Rhythms of Land), the Tamil play
has been selected for the Bharat Rang
Mahotsav, 17th Internationa Theatre Fes-
tival, held at National School of Drama,
New Delhi. The play, which reflects the
angst and pain of migrant Iabourers, has
been selected from around 700 entries from
across the country.

S. Murugaboopathy, the director says,
“We see these migrant Iabourers as ma-
chines. Their existenceisrelevant tousonly
till the metro station is built or the mal is
constructed. But areweinterestedto get into
a dialogue with them?’” he asks.
Murugaboopathy is a recipient of Yuva
Puraskar award for best playwright from
Sangeet Natak Akademy.

The troupe performed to a packed hall
of students at GRD College of Science. The
actors do not speak every-day Tamil but a
poetic form of thelanguage. The props con-
sist of pagan bommais, sticks and rags.

The music is another highlight. Instru-
ments such as didgeridoo, air flute, Bohe-
mian flute and African drums have been
used. The preparation for the play involved
travelling to tribal settlements in different
parts of Tamil Nadu, says Boopathy. “The
actors were trained in these musica instru-
ments. Many of these instruments are used
by Irula, Toda and Badaga communities.”

The musical instruments are aso used
as props. The actors dso play them. For in-
stance, a scene unfolds in a war-torn land
where everyone has died except for one
woman. But, in adream sequence she awak-
ens the corpses with the help of the music
of the didgeridoo and dl the actors on stage
begin to play it. “I wanted to bring a uni-
versd qudity to the play. That’swhy | have
used instruments of Austraian aboriginds
and African nativetribes. Only when weuse
the primitive music of al cultures can we
relate to universa pain and feeling,” says
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Boopathi.

Ancient lore, mythology,
local deities and rituals have
seeped into the consciousness
of the playwright and find their
resonance in the play. For in-
stance, thebommaisused in the
play are a part of the ancient
ritud culture of his home town
in Ramanadu, he says. “In my
native land, we follow a tradi-
tion of using healing bommais.
These are made of wood that
have medicinal properties.
Children are made to suck on
them when they are unwell,”
says Boopathy.

Another important part of
the production is the use of the
body. The body language of the
actors is amost bestial. They
shout, howl and fight. In one
scene, they even glare at the
audience and ask “Nadagam
Kanava'?

Pain, exhaustion and angst
are expressed through wild
body movements and theatre
exercises. “The use of body is
'so much in our tradition. Big
masters of European theatre
like Antonin Artraud find this
the main highlight of our ritu-
as. They have only seen the
mainstream rituals. But there
aremillionsmorein every nook
and corner of this country.”

Boopathy hails from a
strong theatricd lineage. “My
grandfather was a freedom
struggle poet and wrote rebel
poetry used in protest theatre.

()

Manal Magudi

Kugaimaravasigal

He used to write songs against British Rg.” Boopathy
inherited this passion for theatre and so pursued his
Mastersin theatre at Puducherry University and followed
that up with research at Thanjavur Tamil University.
Initidly, he started off as a street theatre artist, perform-
ing in different villages.

Manal Magudi consists of business men, students,
writers and painters. Boopathy says the culture of
theatre is reviving in the country. “The youth seems to
be taking added interest. There is an audience for
theatre, aged between 20s and 30s. There should be more
regional plays in this country. We need to revive a
theatre culture rooted in our folk, triba and rura past.
Only then can we can begin a rea cultural dialogue
through theatre.” ¥

Keywords: Mand Magudi, Kugaimaravasigd
Thanks : The Hindu
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MOHAN JEWELLERY MART

201 rue du faubourg Saint Denis
75010 PARIS
TEL : 01 42 056526 \FAX:1 0442105 65 79
(Metro : L& Chapelle / Gare du Nord)




Members Only

current Jewellery

Caaveiry Boutique
a top most destination for
textiles with an

Stunning and

Latest Jewellery unbeatable range of clothing,
Designs to keep garments & accessories that can
you on top of the satisfy the needs of everyone.

Trends. For any occasion.
festival and wedding.
our collection has been made for
every type of choice and taste.
We offer a wide of :
Sarees, Lehengas, Salwars and
many more from traditional to
\ modern styles. .
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CAAVEIRY o

Boutique

35, MONARCH PARADE,

LONDON ROAD, CR4 3HA
PH : + 4420 8648 6200
MOB : +447557474466

@ "m Find us on Facebook Mon - Sat 11.00 a.m. till 8.00 pm
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" \www.facebook.com/caaveiry Sun : 12.00 pm till 6.00 pm




