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PREFACE

<« Champion Reformer of Hindus '’ was the des-
cription given by Sir Ponnampalam Ramanathan of
Sri La Sri Arumuga Navalar when Navalar Peruman
passed away. ‘ '

Selvi Thangammah Appakutty who is now  sixty
vears of age follows in the footsteps of Navalar
and both of them have common qualities with Saint
Thirunavukkarasar. The similarity is not merely in
regard to their renunciation and missionary zea! bug
also in their -contribution to the common good of
humanity. ‘

- Using the temple as the medium of Social reform;

- Chanelling temple resources for wider educational
social and charitable purpose;

- Reprinting of religious texts;

— Directing Social work;

- Giving discourses for spiritual upliftmeat

~ are some of the means adopted by Sri La Sri Navalar
and Thangamma Appakutty. : :

In 1879 Sir Pon. Ramanathan made a speech in
the State Council while seconding a motion introduced
by Hon. Mr. J. P, Obeyasekara regarding the publi-
cation of books .in the vernacular. Ramanathan quoted.
a passage from the ¢ Platonic Dialogues '’ where Meno
asked Sokrates whether virtue  was  teachable.
The answer was, it was aot, and Sokrates explained
the reason by saying that morality as then understood
‘consisted merely of a collection of correct opinions
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and that until those opinions were systematised and
reduced to the précision and exactness of a Science
they could not be taught effectively. Socrates, therefore,
asked Meno to imitate good men as best as he might.

We the Saiva devotees imitate the life of Saiva
Saints. In this context the reprinting of the prose
work of Navalar Periya Purana Vasanam, and the
Saiva Bhodam of Saiva Periyar Sivapathasundaram are
significant as they ‘help the reader to lead a good life.
“An ethical moral life is onc of the primary means of
social elevation and integration leading to the forma-
tion of a healthy homozenous society based on accep-
ted norms.

Selvi Thangammah Appakutty’s contribution through.

- discourses covers a wider area as compared to that of
Navalar, — from Colombo to Malaysiya and London.

Her contribution during the seven weeks stay in
London has been briefly documented in this publication.
It is a Diary, 8 Travel Literature while at the same
time it is a book on the Hindu Temples of London,
and the life of the London Hindus. This four dimen-
sional publication brings Within about sixty pages and
fifteen pictures very rich information about™ the

London Wimbledon Filliyar Temple
High Gate Muragan Temple
East London NMurugan Temple

and also about the
Grapanandam Samsayam
Sai Maanram

with the dates and topics covered i the discourses.

v

~ An ideal home is also a temple. During her stay
she has reinforced this principle by conducting prayer
meetings in the homes of devotees and one could
imagine the benefit of this radiation to the home and
then passing on to the children, specially in an alien
cultural setting.

Her modernity and wide interests are revealed by
her visit to the Cambridge University.

She is a model for most of us to emulate
as advised by Socrates. '

This book is a very valuable contribution rich’

in its contents and refreshing in its presentation.

University of Jaffna, V. N. SIVARAJAR
Sri Lanka. (Registrar)

- 01-07-88.



FOREWORD

The consecration of -the consoling Deity. che-
rishingly called ¢ Muruga’’ in the county of Middlesex
in the lovely land of the Anclo - Saxons, at the
specially selected site in High Gate, was an epoch-
making event in the history of the Saiva way of
worldly life. :

Such a significant happening could not have

been complete in ‘its glory without a scholarly = ex-
ponent of ‘the spiritual excellence of Saivaism add-
ressing the devotees on the import of the ceremony
‘called Consecration. ‘

The Trustees of the High Gate Murugan Temple,
could not have, for this assignment, thought of a
more competent student of Saiva Religion than Saiva
Siddhantha Scholar Pandit Thangammah Appakutty,
President of the Committee of Management of the
revered . Thurkkai Devi Temple, in the focus point
' of Eelam’s spiritual re-awakening, THURKKAPURAM,

Responding to the endearing call of the Trustees
of High Gate, Lord Murugan Temple, Siva Thamif
Chelvi Thangammah Appakutty, braved the inter-
mittent inconvenience of an unsettled daily routine in
her pative land and arrived in the world-famous metro-
polis of the Britishers, a race that has not yet been
rocked by the fluctuating revolutionary political ideo-

logies that deny religion its due place. and defy its

appropriateness in the affairs of human beings.

vii

Siva Thamil Chelvi whose remown as a speaker
of rare acumen had already reached the four corners
of Fngland, commenced her series of talks on a con-
vivial note capturing the imagination of packed audi-
ences by her silver - tongued oratory. Rhythm is the
key — note of speeches in sweet Tamil. This then is
the enlivening aspect of Pandit Thangammah’s per-
orations. The bustled audiences that assembled in the
various lecture- halls in Great Britain to listn to
the learned Thurkke Thuranthiri throughout the month
long lectures, had been kept spell-bound by a torren-
tial flow of Tamil phrases, idioms, metaphors and
hyper baton. Lord Murugan of High Gate had opened
the flood - gates of fluent Senthamil flowing from the
lyric - laced lips. of literator Thangammah Appakutty,

These lofty thoughts, these jnspiring ideas and the
jdeals behind them should necessarily be preserved for

posterity to . ponder over.

Hence the publication of the London Talks of
Pandit Thangammah Appakutty. The discourses num-
bering twentyseven well form the chapters of a treatise
on Saiva Siddantha, This publication is, therefore, a
ready reckomer for students of Saiva Religion a reader’s
digest for those, interested in literary discourses.

To me, who has been zealously watching the
widening growth of the intellectual capacity of Thurkka
Thurantbari, it is exceedingly refreshing that 1 should
have been called upon to intreduce this valuable
publication of rich information and profound learning
to the reading public with a foreword.
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May the Torch of Thurkka Thuranthari continue

(o illumine the Tamil speaking people of this wide
world aad help religious awareness become a way of

life. .
R. N. SIVAPIRAGASAM
Editor, Hindu Organ.
Vice President:
Managing Comumittee
july 1988. Thurkkai Thevasthanam:
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