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«<And regret also that, in
the Context of the political

and economic conditions
pow obtaining in Ceylon,
the Defence Agreement

entered into with the United
kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, prior, and
as a condition precedent, to
the establishment of the Cey-
lon independent Act, 1947, by
the Parliament of the United
Kingdom, shall not be 1evi-
sed, altered or abrogated inso
far as the bases at Trincoma-
lee and at any other place
located in the Tamil-speaking
areas are concerned without
thé consent and concurrence
of the representativ.s in this
Parliament from the Tamil-
speaking areas of Ceylon”
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“Times of Ceylon’’ of 9th
july 1956. It is a statement to
the press by Dr. Colvin R. de
Siiva on the Bases Pact.

“The agreement is 8 Victory
for Britain’s Tory Governme-
nt: Mr. Bandaranaike has
sold out on the hopes and as-
pirations of the popular ma
sses of Ceylon.

Such changes as the agree-
ment makes in the position
regarding our War Bases is
basically irrelevant and finan-
cially and legally more burd-
ensome.

There is a change only in
the management of the Bases
and not in their use and pur-
pose. since Britain is to have
the right to use the Base; for
her purposes and Ceylon is a
weak little county in relation
to imperial Britain. The posi-
tion really is that Ceylon is
to manage and administer her
Bases for the use and purpo-
ses of Britain. Even it the Bri-
tish pay for their use, as no
doubt they will, the position

well be more burdensome to

us financially.

what is worse, Britain_now
acquires by express ‘written

agreement a legal right to use
these Bases where till now she
had only an uncertain and
insecure claim.

As for Britain’s undertaking
to assist Ceylon in the develo-
pment and training of her
Armed Forees, the old fami-
liar phrase means only that the

Armed Forces of our little

country will be developed as
an integral part of the Armed
Forces of Imperial Britain.
we remain tied to Britain’s
War Chariot.

The Demand for the return
of our Bases is nota mere
demand for Ceylonese manag-
ement of a foreign enterprise.
Ceylon wants to take over the
enterprise itself for her own
purposes, and since this is a
military enterprise in which
neutralist Ceylon has no real
Interest, she wishes to beina

“'to us, it appears that substan-

posit'ion, if she chooses, even
to Dismantle these Bases.

Ceylon’s aim is to avoid in-

neutrality through milita
strength. The only road left to-
her is to generate meral stren-
gth which comes from comp-
lete disarmament on the basis
of friendship with her immedi-
ate neighbours and with every
country that can possibly have
an interest in® the Indian
Ocean.

volvement in war. She has n .
the  resources to achie ¢

Mr. Bandaranakeis, in fact,
cantinuing the late D.S. Sena-
nayake’s policy of an alliance
with Britain, only he refuses
to admit it. why faeilitate

only for Britain? If you must , <>

have Bases and must grant
facilities to foreign powers,
then why not grant facilities
to every power with which we
are friends? That is the only
alternative road of true natu--
rality; but we doubt that the
British Government would in
that event agree as she hagw
agreed to assist Ccylon in the
development and training of~
Ceylon’s Armed Forces.”

This is what Mr. S. J. V.
Chelvanayakam said on same-
subject:

“On the material available

tially the status quo is being
maiotained. what was forme--
rly an understanding or a
convention has now been
reduced 1o an agreement.
I refrain from making any-
further comment.”
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