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To all appeals in favour of "
giving Ponnambalam Cabinet
office,D.S.Senanayaka turned:
a deaf ear. I remember being
asked by that younger set to.
plead withSenanayake myself.
But the old tactician allowed.
these knocks at the door to
continue unheeded for long:
weeks and, while the guessing
continued,he did not open the
door.

The Newspapers were them-.
selves keen on the scent and:
one afternoon. I was asked to..
check with Prime Minister
Senanayake.On my way home
I called at Temple Trees toge-
ther with a friend and found
the Prime Minister in, To my-
inquiry whether Ponnambalam.
was being given a place in the.
Cabinet, Senanayake’s cryptic
reply was “Sit down and you
will see”. A few minutes;.

passed and we heard a motor-#

car running into the portico_
Senanayake rushed out of his~
room, warning us not to be.
seen. When we heard the car-
door shut and the car moving
away my friend and I came to..
the verandah and seeing Caro-
lis, the Prime Minister’s faith-
ful valet, T asked him, “What
happened?”’ It was a historic
reply that we heard, “Sir, the
Tamil worshipped the‘Sinhaya’,
He described  how Ponnam- -
balam on seeing Senanayake
coming out to the verandah.
had bent down low and made
obeisance in Oriental fashion
to the Prime Minister.

In the eyes of Carolis who..
kept in close touch with
current political affairs, the
“Sinhaya’’ (emblem of the
‘‘Lion Race” from which the »
Sinhalese are alleged to be
descended)had been victorious. ,
in the end,

I surmised that Senanayake..

and Ponnambalam had gone-

to Queen’s House, the risi-.
(7-1b UGS 1B umrm&s)
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dence of the Governor
General, for the swearing-in
of the new Minister, and I
tipped off Lake House to rush
newsmen and press photo-
graphers to the precincts of
Queen’s House.

Later, when I met Sena-
nayake I told him a story that
my friend and 1 bad seen how
Ponnambalam, his former
political enemy, had greeted
him, Senanayake got me to
promise that I would not
describe that incident in the
newspapers. Once Ponnam-
balam was on his side, Sena-
nayake stood by him loyally
in his characteristic way.

—Three Prime Ministers
of Ceylon -
an inside Story
by J. L. Fernando
Page 26&27.
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