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The government could have
drawn up the new constitution
and passed it within two mon-
ths without prolonging the
sittings of the Constituent As-
sembly, but there were other
reasons to consider, especially
the question of the Tamils in
the North.

Their co-operation and pa-
rticipation in the drawing up

s
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of the new constitution was
considered vital, as the Gover-
nment did not have within its
ranks a single member from
the northern' constituencies.
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In the event of the Govern-
ment deciding to draw up the
constitution on its own, the

Federal Party and the Tamil -

Congress could have boycotted
the Assembly, and perhaps
might have tried te set upa
state on their own in the North
with American assistance3

It was mainly to prevent
such a situation that proposa-

18 from all sections of the pub- -

lic were sought. In fact, the
Federal Party had submitted a
proposal for a federal state.
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