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Hon ourable delegates,

In the name of the Tamils of Sri Lanka, we warmly weicome you.
The Tamil’ United Front (TUF), being the sole representative organisation of
the second largest national group of this country, extends, on behalf of the
Tamil pation, its greetings to you.
A

245, YOUT Visit to this country, is at a time of great moment to the
Tamils. We address this memorandum to you so that you may be
our = emunent messengers carrying across a message that merits the serious

consideration of all freedom - loving peoples of the world. And the message
is this: The Tamils of Sri Lanka, after about a quarter-century of valiant
struggle against racial discrimination and political, socio-economic and cultural
subjugation perpetrated on them by successive Pan-Sinhala governments, are
now unequivocally determined to seek a restoration of their status quo ante.

HISTORY : Twenty seven years of Simhala rule, ever since this . country attai-
ned independence from the British, has shattered all cur hopes for peaceful
and honourable co-existence with the numerically superior Sinhala people in
a unitary state and driven us to cast away this artificial unity thrust upon
us against ~our will by the British rulers. History has it recorded that
at the time of FEuropean conquest there were three separate kinsdoms
in: Ceylon  (now, Sri ranka): A Tamil kingdom in the north and
two  Sinhalese ingdoms :in_ the = south. These three kingdoms fell to
the Portugues Dutch  and the British in suoccession  at fferent
times during = «© period 1619 -1815 A. D. These territories were not in ated
and  were 27 hinistered, even by - the  Europeans, ' as separa:e tities
e e . and territorial = integrity knmown  to history are of ent
P ~<ealy in 1833 that the British, for reasons of administrative

convenience,
an arrangement
lasted a little over a

biv ~ht these areas together into one adminisirative . unit. Such
R Sence. intended for the period of -British rule which
a 2d - years, cannot obliteraie the long and chérished
history of Tamil indepe <_and sovereignty extending over two thousand
years, and condemn the 7Fu Tation to perpetual subjugation. Hens the
Tamils of Sri Lanka, who cons.. < a separate nation, distinct from the Sinhalese
nation by territory, language, ant lture have now resolved to win back their
lost right to an: independent sovere. \ state.

THE BY}-/ELECTION : The _rece. \ by-election to the Kankesanturai
.seat .n the National State Assembly held ‘a the 6th February 1975 was not
only demonstrative of the will of our peop % to be free, but also has been
determinant of our future course of conduct. “As the leader of the TUF, I
sought this by-election, at the behest of the . F, by resigning my seat in
the National State Assembly on the issue of tht tew constitution, to demons-
trate to the government, the country and the 1 ‘tions of the world that
the Tamils had rejected the new *‘Sinhala-Buddhist ‘constitution promulgated in
1972. (Incidentally, I would like to bring to your no ce the fact that I resigned
seat on the 3rd October 1972 and that the governme: , for no valid, reasons,
postponcd the election for over fwo years, up till the 6th February, 1975. Such
is the form of democracy which is obtaining in Sri Lanka).

TWIN ISSUES :%.The question of regaining our separate state has been
the subject of serious discussion at TUF forums and inner-councils ever
since the authors of the new constitution refused to embody even our mini-
munr ' demands “in ‘the " constittion. With the government accelerating
its anti-Tamil activities, opinion in ¥avour of separation gathered momentum.
The hostile attitude” of 'the government helped to promote this proposal,
which had  hitherto been considered only as “‘an alternative solution”, to
become ‘“‘the omnly solution, This policy of “‘separatism’ found .eloquent
expression, when- in reply to a challenge thrown by the government at the
TUF, this new proposal also was put forward as yet another election issue.
At the by-election, which was fought on the twin issues of ‘‘rejection of the
new constitution’ . and *‘restoration of the Tamil state””, the Tamil voters
responded to the clarion call of the TUF in no uncertain terms. The details
of this by-election result were as follows :

Rleetardie” o N e 41, 227
Total votes polled . i 35, 569
TUF nominee - Mr. S. J. V. Chelvanayakam 25; 927
Government nominee - V. Ponnambalam 9, 457
Independent {(a third contestant) 185
Majority 16, 470

Thus¥theETUF defeated the government by am overwhelming majority
and registered in its favour 73% (approx.) of the total votes polled. This
stupendous victory was wrested against the governmen candidate despite the full
might and resources of the government being thrown into this election campaign.
As correctly stated by theTRIBUNE (15th February, 1975), an independent and
influential local weekly, “‘the efforts made by the government to cajole, bamboozle.
bribe and intimidate the voters of the Tamil north during the period the
by-election was pending, is a saga in itself’. -

THE MANDATE : This by-election, by its very symbolic nature, was
considered analogous to a referendum and the mandate given to the TUF to
pursue its new policy is, therefore, convincing. ' Thus, Mr. Walter Schwarz,
the correspondent ‘for the Guardian covering South East Asia, has accurately
reflectcd on the twin issues involved in the by-election. Under the caption
‘‘Fuses ready in the Ireland of the East’ (THE GUARDIAN - 24th February, 1975)
he has referred to my resignation ‘“‘in protest against the constitution” and
the re-election ““in a landslide victory - taken throughout Sri Lanka as an
endorsement of the Front’s new policy of separatism’. This writer, in conclu-
sion, states that ‘‘unless the Sinhalese produce a leader strong enough
to resist the xenophobia of his own people, Tamil grievances can hardly fail
to erupt into violence and the island as beautiful and idyllic as Cyprus.
could become equally tortured by ethnic strife”.

THE HINDU, the Indian daily, while analysing. the by-election results,
has editorially commented on the “Confrontation in Sri Lanka” (10th February,

1975). 1t states, inter alia, as follows : : »
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mands-An Independant Sovereign State
Memorandum to all Delegates Attending
e Spring Meeting of the I.P.U. in Sri Lanka

“The "result’ of fthe fby-election has certainly demonstratedj.thef{depth’tof
of the Tamil minority against the discriminating treatment accorded to
the Sinhalese. It is short - sightedness on the part of the Sri Lanka
, over since independence, that they sought to ride to power by appeals
halese communalism. And the new constitution brought about by the

hed use of the Sinhala steam - roller majority in the National State
ly, to discriminate against the Tamils, has served: omly to close the
of the mirarity in  a determined confrontation with the Coglition

Ead
.

nent...a 0%

51X POINT FORMULA : The confrontation in Sri Lanka between
wo major national groups commenced ~with the introduction of
ulbury constitution (1946) with a unitary siructure of government. The
nstitution promulgated in 1972 with its accentnation on Sinhala as the

(2) The government implemented schemes “of state-sponsored colonisation
of traditional Tamil homelands by planting Sinhalese and thereby
increased the Sinhalese voting strength in the legislature. Besides,
this serves the sinister designs of the Sinhalese governments to change
the demographic structure of our Tamil homeland.

(3) 'Smce the present government came to power a grave injustice has

eeen perpetrated on the Tamil students aspiring to enter the uni-

versity, through a tricky device, ostensibly called ‘standardization’.

Merit is abandond and a racial system of admission is instituted*

whereby the Tamil student is required to obtain a higher standard

than the Sinhala studcnt for . admission to ‘the University. The

plain purpose of this system" is to accomodate the Sinhala student
and eliminate the Tamil student.

fficial language and the language of the courts, and Buddhism as the

ost” religion enjoying state patronage and protection, imposed further (4™ The Tamils have, from time to time, been subjected to outbursts
ities on. the Tamils and precipitated the crisis. 1In the face of such crisis of violence. In 1958, for instance, the Tamils in South Sri Lanka
of different political complexions, sank their differences and rallied * were the victim~of heinous crimes such as murder, torture, rape,
the TUF urder one banner: The TUF presented a six-point formula el «m, mmitted by - erganised groups of Sinhalese.
- consideration of the govcrnment as the minimum prerequisite  for R ~o—the Tamn.  articulate their legitimate grievances; the
s the two nations together. To cite these six points : b e Sinhal apress and politicians threaten them with the prospect of a
z re—enactment of this grim holocaust.
(1) That the Tamil language should be given the same status in ti | i
~ “CondbiMtion as the Sinhalese language. & (5) The police and the military in the Tamil areas often on the
S ; - slightest excuse run berserk and spread violence and terror. In
(2) That there shall be a constitutional guarantee of fall ¢ _sAip January 1974, for instance, there was unprovoked pelice action in
rights to all Tamil—speaking people who have made th” _Country Jaffna, (a Tamil city in north Sri Lanka) at the International Tamil
their home There should be no different categories’ of citizens Cultural conference, which resuited in nine deaths.
and no discrimination between them, and also that the states hould :
not have the power to deprive a citizen of his citize’ Aip. (6) The opportunities afforded to the Tamils to find employment in the
i '} state services and state  controlled! agencies are remote and their
(3) That the state shall be secular, while equal pro¢ dion is afforded chances to be recruited to the police and military services are
to all religions. >V 4 rendered still remoter, the reasons for the latter befng the alleged
> 4 : “‘questionable’ loyalty of the Tamils. .
(4) That the constitution should provide for vz 4 fundamental rights
. guaranteeing the equality of all persons on Ano-cultural grounds. (7) Tamil youths, who are sympathisers of the TUF have often been
/ £ : arrested and .detained on trivial or fabricated charges for long
(5) That the constitution should provide for ' @ abolition of caste and periods and they are subjected to cruel and inhuman treatment.,

untouchability.

: ; : ' (I am constrained, due to want of space, to list only a few such
(6) That in a democratic and socialist society, a decentralised structure instances). J ]
of government alone will make it possible for a participatory
democracy where power will be the peoples’ power rather than state

pOWer.

.1 have attempted to give a brief outline of the crisis facing the Tamil
nation m Sri’ Lanka. If I have not presented a fuller case with ample documentation

o , it is because I do not wish to tire you amidst your busy schedule at the
The government far from considering these demands has even spurned conference. 1 have highlighted some of the matters that are agitating the

fer of the TUF leaders to discuss these demands with the government minds of the Tamil people and have conveyed to you a momentous decision
E . : we have made in this context. With those interested my ‘colleagues and I are '
prepared to discuss these matters further. 2
ANTI - TAMIL MEASURES: Apart from the threat posed by the
-onstitution, the Tamils have been driven to the verge of desperation by
arious measures directed against -them. To cite only 2 few of such
ces

You have on your agenda for discussion, the subject of the fimal elimination
of the last vestiges of colonialism  in the world. I assert on behalf of the
Tamils that the Tamil nation is treated as a subject people who are facing
the threat of genocide. I earnestly request you to give due consideration to
the particular problems of the Tamils whiist you are discussing this gener‘ql
problem of subject peoples. ok

Thank you.

(1) Tamil workers on the plantations, whose labour provides the life
blood of the economic life of this couniry have been made poli-
tical, social and economic outcastes by the operation of national
laws since this country attained independence. The Citizenship Act
of 1948 rendered a million Tamils on the plantations, stateless, and

~4 in consequence thereof, these Tamils lost their franchise also. Squalid
conditions and starvation on the plantations have, in recent times,
caused a number of deaths. :

Yours in service,
S. J. V. Chelvanayakam Q. C_,
President,
Tamil United Front.

16, Alfred House Gardeqs,
Colombo 3,
Sri Lanka.
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