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“The plantation workers
are Tamils, of Immigrant
origin from South India.
They live below poverty
line, and the pale of their
children is a practice which
has grown out of the misery
of their lives...”

Now, many Tamils—gro-
und down by soaring food
prices, low wages, unem-
ployment and starvation—
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““The Tamil estate wor-
kers have been declared
stateless outsiders and are
denied all political rights
including the vote. Although
they are responsible for

60 percent of Ceylon’s total-

income and 85 percent of

its foreign exchange earnings
they are the nation’s lowest
paid workers. Other Ceylon-
ese workers have a guaran-
teed minimum monthly wage
of 200 rupees (£ 8) Tamil
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“The Tamil kingdom in the North grew in power until it extracted
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