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Prisoners of the Month Campaiga

Participants in the Campaign are reminded that appeals
must onlybe sentto the officials named at the end of each
case. In no circumstances should communications be sent to
the prisoner.

Anantha Vinayakam, Sri Lanka.

ANANTHA VINAYAKAM, aged 30, belongs to the
Tamil minority in Sri Lanka. Ha was born in Jaffna Town
and was employed in the territorial service of the government.
He was arrested on 10 June 1972 after speaking publicly
about the rights of the Tamil minority.

He has spent 3 years in detention without trial, andis
presently detained in Welikada Prison, Colombo. Only family
visits are allowed, but since he is detamed 400 Kkilometers
from his home, he receives such visits only once every three
months. In Deccmber last year, he received a letter from a
German AI-adoptlon group—the first letter in three years of
detention, since he is not allowed to write or receive letters.

During an al mission to Sri Lanka in January 1975, the
mission delegates were informed that all but three of the
42 Tamil youths then in detention would be released.

Subsequently, Al learned that Mr. Vinayakam’s release
had been sanctioned by the public prosecutor, but to*date he
has not been released.

Please address your very politely worded appeals for
Anantha Vinayakam’s release to: Her Exceilency Mrs.
Sirimavo Ratwatte Dias Bandaranaike, The Prime Minister
of Sri Lanka, Prime Minister’s Office, Republic Building,
Colombo, Sri Lanka.

From AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL NEWSLETTER
October, 1975 vol. 5 No. 10
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