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Editor’s Note

To our esteemed readers,

July, 2016

Scholars hail Silapathikaram as the leading one,
among these five famous Tamil epics, namely,
Silapathikaram, = Manimekalai, = Chinthamani,
Valaiyapathy and Kundalakesi. The messages
conveyed by this great epic(Silapathikaram) are
amazing. The Epic says that Dharma destroys
rulers who shun good governance; People of repute
praise women of chastity and that effects of
misdeeds of the past will have consequences at the
present time.

Scholars are of opinion that this classic epic that
was created by Sage Ilango, was made in the2nd
century A.D. The way in which Silapathikaram
extols Kaveripoom Pattinam, the famous ancient
port city of Chola Kingdom is admirable. This was
the birth place of Kovalan the hero of the epic and
that of the heroine Kannaki. It is stated that this
city was destroyed by sea erosion and tsunami.
Kaveripattanam in course of time was reconstructed
to a certain extent, signifying the ancient name of
that celebrated city.

The Silapathikaram Gallery, that stands now can
be noted as a symbol of that celebrated ancient city
glory. Having the younger generation in mind,
Kalaikesari in this issue gives an article on
Poompuhar.( Kaveripoom Pattinam)

Likewise, articles on the history of Sangaman

‘Kandy Pillaiyar Temple that situated in Thirukovil

area in the Eastern Province and about
‘Kombumuriattam’ Festival may also interest
readers. As usual, in this issue, you can also read
some more interesting articles. Read and enjoy.

Thank you.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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From ‘Veruddy’ to

‘Virumpi’:

A creative engagement with the Children

Dr.S.Jeyasankar

Making of ‘Veruddy’ ‘The
scarecrow’ is the art of

the ordinary people. ‘Veruddy’
means ‘that frightens’, this is
also called as “Veruli’ and
‘Konangi’.

The purpose of creating
‘Veruddy’ is to scare the birds in
the paddy fields and vegetable
gardens. It is also structured at
building construction sites in
order to protect from ‘Kannooru’
the evil eye.

Creativity is not an asset of
few specialist personalities. It is
a hidden, untapped wealth of all
human beings. The creations of

“Viswnddy byisiaopgriect axumple
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of creativity and the artistic
ability of the ordinary people.

Creating ‘veruddy’ is not only
a satirical process but it also
consists of a protest element
too. The figures created and
displayed in  fields and
construction sites will reveal
this truth. |

The creative work with
Children which are based on the
concept of ‘Art of making
Veruddy’ will simply expose
this quality to the people. It has
the freedom to allow the hands
and minds of children to go
beyond the horizons of
conventional creative spaces.
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Conventionally, the creation of ‘Veruddy’ is
intended to create scare, but the creative process

with the children transformed this into as
‘Virumpi’ means loveable.

Making of ‘Virumpi’ is a creative process with
unending freedom of expressing inner feelings,
humour, love and beauty, with discarded waste
materials from the environment.

The ultimate objective of the creative exercise is
to utilize only environmentally friendly materials
to make the children aware of and indulge them
into the activism of making the world free from

environmental hazards. ‘Virumbi’ could be

installed as outdoor and indoor decorative figure
as well as dolls for children to play.

Aham Foundation
hvanaham.org &

The above creative activity was conceptualized
by S. Jeyasankar and creatively facilitated by
S.Nirmalavasan with the assistance of Third Eye
Local Knowledge and Skill Activists. This
immovable character is being transformed into
moveable by S.Nirmalavasan.

‘Virumbi’ is becoming popular among children
as moveable and immoveable characters.
‘“Virumbi’ will celebrate her/his tenth birthday
soon. Third Eye Local Knowledge and Skill
Activists will celebrate the tenth year birth
celebration of ‘Virumbi’ in a grand scale with the
kids of every nook and corner. g




rom January to June is day time for the Devas.
This period is called Utharayanam (North ward
journey of the Sun). From July to December it is night
time for Devas. This period is called Thadchanayan-
am South ward journey of the Sun. The Tamil month
of Aadi is the month of significance to Tamils. The
first of Aadi which falls in mid July is celebrated as
Aadipirappu( birth of Aadi) A renowned poet of Jaffna,
NavaliyoorSomasuntharappulavar, sang a song for
children about Aadippirappu

“Tomorrow is a holiday for Aadippirappu

Happy are we oh friends

We’ll get together eat the Kolukaddai

And drink the tasty Kool.

Hindu Schools close in Jaffna for Aadippirappu

Aadi is a welcome month for it brings rain.

Seeds especially paddy are sown in July

It is in July that the rivers are in spate and it is known
as Aadiperukku.

In South India when the the river Kaveri is in spate,
people celebrate it by performing special poojah along
the banks of river for the water they get. Men, women
and children gather at the river bank and offer sweet
meats, and other shorteats to the river. Then they en-
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on the river bund or standing in the water. Hin-
dus consider water as Luxmy Goddess of wealth.

In the month of Aadi all auspicious events are
stopped. But there are many spiritual observanc-
es in this month. Certain days, star galaxies and
anniversaries are of great importance to Hindus.

The Pooram constellation in Aady is dedicated
to Goddess Umaiyal, consort of God Siva. In one
of her incarnations Umayal came of age on this
day. This festival is conducted on a grantd scale
in the temples for Goddess Umayal. Among the
constellation, the one in the form of a lion has on
the hindlegs a star called Delta Leonis and by the
knee of the hind leg 1is a star called Theta Leonis.
These two stars form the Pooram constellation.

The star galaxy Swathi is of special signifi-
cance. It is said that if a rain drop falls into an
oyster shell on swathi, it becomes a pearl. On
such a day did saint Suntharamoorthynayanar
and his friend king Cheraman reach Kailas and
attained Moksha. A king of Thiruvankoor,was
born on the Swathi galaxy and he was named
Maharajah Swathythirunal. He was a carnatic
musician, a scholar well versed in Sanskrit and
several other languages.

Aadi Kiruthikai---The Karthikai star constella-
tion is also known as Kiruthikai. There are seven
stars that make up the constellation, They are the
plough stars, This is found north west of Orion,
The star Alsayaniis the brightest star in this

s =
Soving poddy in the field
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The month of Aadi is dedicated to
the forefathers. The belief is that the
ancestors visit their families in astral
form. The sweet meats are offered
to them and in return their blessings
are received by the people.

group. In addition to this there are many nebulae
in the Kiruthikai galaxy. In Hindu mythology,
there were six damsels who cared for boy God
Muruga. These six damsels, wives of six rishis
are the six stars seen in this group.

When Lord Muruga, God of Kaliyuga who
destroys evil and saves the Devas and humans,
manifested himself with six faces and twelve
hands, Lord Vishnu, commanded these six dam-
sels to care for him. They were called Karthi-
kaipengal (women) HenceMuruga is called
Karthikeyan. Not only that God Muruga bade
these six women to grant any boon to those who
worship him on the day of Karthikai star galaxy.

.

Bathing in the holy water by the fasting day
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KarthikaiViratham (fasting and benefits) .
» Sage Naratha observed Aadi Karthikai fast
continuously for twelve years and rose above
the ranks of the sabtha rishis. ’

* A bachelor observed this fast and born in an-

~ other birth, excelled in every way and finally

ruled over the whole earth.

* A King and a veddha observed this fast and
were born as Anthimaan and Santhimaan re-
spectively, and became great emperors.

* A Brahmin by observing this fast acquired
all that he deserved and was born as Thiru-
sankuchakkaravarthy and became famous.

* Another Brahmin called Baheerathan lost his
land and wealth to an evil demon called Kau-
ran. He worshipped God Muruga and ob-
served this fast. By the grace of God Muruga
he regained all that he lost. This is the speci-
ality of the Karthihai constellation.

On the first day of Aadi sweetmeats called
kolukaddai are made and offered to the ances-
tors. The kolukaddai is shsped like patties but the
filling is of boiled and mashed green gram,
scrapped coconut mixed with jaggery

The month of Aadi is dedicated to the forefa-
thers. The belief is that the ancestors visit their
families in astral form. The sweet meats are of-
fered to them and in return their blessings are re-
ceived by the people.

Aadi Amavasai is the new moon in the month
of Aadi. This is dedicated to the male ancestors.
Their wives, children and all fatherless people
fast on the day.

Another most important
festival begins on the 24th
of the tamil month of
Aady. This will be about
the 8th of August. That day
is the beginning of the
Nallur temple festival. The
flag hoisting ceremony of
the Nallur temple is on the
24th of Aadi.

Aadichevvai is the Tuesday in the month of
Aadi. Those who observe fast on an AadiChev-
vai should do so continuously for seven years.
Unmarried women benefit by this fast. They get
suitable life partners.

As almost the whole month has many such
spiritual observances, the month is free from aus-
picious events like weddings. Another most im-

_portant festival begins on the 24th of the tamil

month of Aady. This will be about the 8th of
August. That day is the beginning of the Nallur
temple festival. The flag hoisting ceremony of
the Nallur temple is on the 24th of Aadi.

The flag pole is a structure of great significance.
Once the main entrance is passed one sees the
flag pole. It is known as sookumalingam. Its
base is square. It depicts the creation of God
over this an octagonal plate which depicts Lords
Vishnu’s function of protection. Over this is the
tall cylindrical flag pole depicting the function of
destruction by Rudra. So the flag pole represrnts
the holy Trio and their funtions.

The flag pole is set up in order to eliminate the
evil demons called Asuras, and to invite the De-
vas and to protect the temple and the devotees .
On the cloth of the flag will be imprinted the ve-
hicle of the incumbent deity. The flag is hoisted
to the music of the trumpet and the drums and the
shouts of “harohara” by the devotees.

Thus the tamil month of Aadi is a month of
prayers and spiritual observances. %
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