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There is no doubt that the coneept of separation has taken firm roer
among the Tamil youth. Discerning observers of the political scene in
Sri Lanka know that the policies by the Sinhala majority governmenis
since 1947—from the separation into language streams in schools, the
Sinhala Only Act, the Land colonization policies, and the republican
Constitution of 1972 which did not give any constitutional status to
Tamil rights—have made the division of the country adefacto reality.
This may not be apparent to those who are submerged in the miasma of
Sinhala majority domination but those who are sensitive to current
political, social, educational, agricultural. industrial, commercial, eco-
nomic and cultural trends know that the division of the . country has
been quietly effected during the last forty years and mere especiaily
in the last twentyfive years. The Tamil youth now want only a de jurec
settlement of something which has become a fuct.

The TULF leaders who believed in a united country—either in fede-
ration or in autonomous regions — are now fading out, and already
they will find it difficult to come to any ccnstitutional agreeiment with
the Sinhalese leaders. —(Tribune 5-3-77)
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