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Race conflict in Ceylon

From Sir John Foster, @QOC,

and others

Sir, A tragedy is taking
place in Sri Lanka : the
¥  political conflict following
‘on the recent election is turn-
ing into a racial massacre. It
is estimated by reliable sour-

Ipa@edr i,
IHS INEME aIHOTYI:-

ces that between 250 and 300

MoEHN MGlET. 9 BCuinT

Tamil citizens have lost their
lives and over 40;000 have
been made homeless. Limita-
tion on travel is making it
hard for correspondents in
Sri Lanka to let the world
know what is happening.
The Tamils are a commu-

nity of over two million who
flourished under the British,
but have suffered discrimi-
nation since. They have now

lost confidence in their treat-
ment by the Sinhalese majori-
ty and are calling for a
restoration of their separate
national status, which they
had for many centuries before
the British came. At the last
elections, the Tamil party
advocating a separate state
gained overwhelming majori-
ties in all Tamil districts.
This, no doubt, triggered off

Qbs aPsmEds  mEiEnSHEsT

the murders, which are said
to have been committed
either by police acting
without orders or with the
connivance of the police.

At a time when the West
is awake to the evils of
racialism, the racial persecu-
tion of the Tamils and denial
of their human rights should
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not pass without protest. The
British have a special obliga-
tion to protest, as these
cultivated people were put
at the mercy of their neigh-
bours less than thirty years
ago by the British govern-
ment. They need our atten-
tion and support.

Yours faithfully,
JOHN FOSTER,
DAVID ASTOR,
ROBERT RBIRLEY,
LOUIS BLOM-COOPER,
JAMES FAWCETT,
DINGLE FOOT,
MICHAEL SCOTT,
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An Appeal to the Nations of the World
From Ealam Tamils of Sr1 Lanka
TAMIL SEPERATE STATE OF ‘EALAM’ WILL DAWN...

Fifty millions of Tamils
all over the World will
rejoice the birth of a new
state called ‘EALAM’ if
the aspirations of the Sri
Lanka Tamils become a
reality. The Tamils, who
are Dravidians, are proud
of their ancient heritage,
because of the pristine
of purity of their highly
developed language which
is one of the oldest dialects
of the World, the nicety
of their World-known Car-
patic Music, their highly-
advanced rhythmic dance
form of ‘Bharatha Natyam’,
and their ancient culture
reflected in the architecture
and sculpture in the huge

and magnificent  Hindu
temples found all over
‘South TIndia, built one

thousand year ago.

It bhad been -always a
matter for despair for the
Thamils whether they live
i India and Sri Lanpka,
the lands of their origin, or
in Malaysia, Singapore,
Burma, Thailand, Mauritius,
Fiji, Philipines. Madagaskar,
Tanganiaika, Ghana, Trans-
vaal, Guayana and certain
other African and South
American states where they
are settled in large numbers,
that they do not have a
separate state to call their
~ own.

Resolute Stand for Separation

The Sri Lanka Thamils have
made a resolute stand to
establish a separate state
to meet the aspirations of
the Thamils in the world
at large. Having endeavour-
ed for twenty-eight long
years, since independence, to
co-exist with the Sinhalese
(majority race) and failed
to win even their
fundamental human rights,
the Thamils of Sri Lanka
have now launched their
struggle for freedom. The
resilient nature of the
Thamils have often been
misconstrued as weakness
and the Sianhalese leadership
have persecuted the Thamils
and encroached on their
civil, political, economic,
social and cultural rights
by abusing the Govern-
ment’s legislative and exe-
cutive machinery. Forbear-
ance ceases to be a virtue
when it passes its limits.
The agitations of the Tha-
mil representatives in Par-
hament, the ‘Satyagraha -
campaign launched by the
Federal Party, peaceful de-
monstrations and civil dis-
obedience campaigns, youth
restlessness and indulgence
in subversive activities have
failed to- have any impact
on the Sinhalese political
thoughts. The Thamils have

basic |

authorised their representa-
tives to win the Sovereign-
ty and freedom of the
Thamil Nation in pursuance
of the resolutions passed at
the convention held in May,
1976.

Mandate given to the TULF

The Thamil United Libera-
tion Front, the accredited
Political organisation of Sri
Lanka Thamils, asked for
a mandate from the Thami!
people at the General Ele-

ctions to the country’s
legislature held on the 2l1st
ofi= hilys - 1977 Hor-<the

establishment of a Sovereign
state. The Thamil people
have expressed their soli-
darity in their aim for a
separate state and given
their verdict unequivocally.

blows of Governments under

ruthless leadership. = What-
ever promises the new
Government is going to

make, if one makes a subtle
observation, are only an
admission of guilt of the
oppression perpetrated by
Sinhalese Governments on
the Thamils during the past
28 years of Post-independen-
ce era,

Fate of Pacts and Package
deals

The Thamils can no longer
be' lured” into complacency
by pacts and package deals.
The Past experience of the
Thamil leaders in entering
into abortive pacts with
Heads of Government will
certainly not help dispel
their fears of the fact of

to trust Mr. Jayawerdena
or. as a matter of fact. any

other Sinhalese Political
leader? All known Sinhalese

party leaders, such as, Mr.
S. W. R. D. Bandaranayaka
(ex-Prime Minister), Mrs.
Stimavo Bandaranayaka (ex-
Prime Minister) Mr. Dudley
Senanayaka (ex-PrimeMinis-
ter , Mr. J. R. Jayawardena
(present Prime Minister),
Dr. N. M. Perera and Dr
Colvin R. De Silva (Socialis-
ts) have, without exception,
embittered and alienated the
feelings of the Thamil
People by their manifestation
of batred and anti-Thamil
Chauvinism at one time or
the other. No Sinhalese
leader of political consequ-
ence has, to our knowledge,
made a public utterance
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The TULF nominees have
been returned with .an
overwhelming majority in
most of the electorates.

Rulers are the UNP

The ruling party. the Uni-
ted National Party, have
obtained a  steam-roller
majority in Parliament. Mr.
J. R. Jayawardena, the
Prime Minister, is known
for his astuteness in politics.
It is very likely that this
Government -will  make
certain promises as regards
language, university admis-
sions, and state-planned
Sinhalese colonisation of
traditional Thamil areas.
These much-belated conces-
sions are 'not going to
appease the freedom-con-
scious Thamils. Nor will

they be a permanegigqﬂ%a
Thamils by the

" enough, the persons

future pacts. The pact betw-
een Mr. Dudley Senanayaka,
a former Prime Minister
(U.N.P) and Mr. S.J. V.
Chelvanayagam, the leader
of the Tbamils failed because
the Prime Minister refused
to honour his obligations
and succumbed to pressure
brought upon him by Sinha-
lese extremists. A similar
fate befell the famous
Bandaranayaka - Chelvana-
yakam pact, and strangely
who
brought pressure on the
Government to tear away
the pact was none other
than the United National
Party ( who are now in
power) and it was the pre-
sent PrimeMinister, Mr.Jaya-
wardena, who lead the

‘March to Kandy’ in 1957 to
rally Sinhalese opinion to
destroy the Pact.
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that the Thamils are entitled
to be treated as the equals
of the Sinhalese in their
Jand of birth. On the
contrary, the  Buddbhist
Congress (a powerful religi-
ous organisation in Sri
Lanka) which should profess
¢ Maithriya ° - buddha’s
doctrine of tolerance, love
and friendship - is encourag-
ing Communal discord by
calling upon the Govern-
ment to implement the
Sinhala only policy in the
Thamil areas without hesita-
tion.

Sufferors of Wrong

Sufferors of wrong have
better memories than the
inflictors of wrong. When
Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandara-

naqua was the “Prime
Minister, several hundreds

of Thamils lost their lives

nand property in the commu-

nal riots of 1958. The
Government sat still and

T

watched as the Thamils
were being brutally murder-
ed, Thamil women raped,
Thamil houses set on fire,
and Thamil shops and
business houses looted by
Sinhalese hoodlums. Forty
eight hours of undue delay
on the part of the Govern-
ment to call out the armed
forces put observers to the
surmise that the atrocious
conduct of the Sinhalese
hooligans was ‘expected and
intended” to teach  the
Thamils a bitter lesson.
Violence against the Thamils
did not end with the evenis
of 1958.

The Persecution of Thamil
Youths

With the increase of politi-
cal activity and the growing
demand for separation, the
Thamil youths became the
target of armed forces and
the Police. The last Govern-
ment of the Madam Prime
Minister (Mrs. Srimavo Ban-
daranayaka) under the able
guidance of her nephew
Minister Felix Dias Bandara-
nayaka madea determined
effort to crush the Thamil
upheaval. Peaceful process-
ions and blag-flag demonst-
rations were dispersed by
brutal attaeks of the Police.
All these threats and perse-
cution did not deter the
Thamils’ campaign for a
separate state. The mnew
Government may, perhaps,
adopt a more stern attitude
towards the Thamils, The
trends are suggestive of more
evil days for them. For, as
we write this, we read in the
London newspapers  of
the shooting and killings
of hundreds of - Tha-
mils in Sri Lanka, lootings of
Thamil shops, outraging the
modesty of women, and
arson in Thamil areas. A
recurrence of the 1958 happ-
enings - seems imminent.

Co-existence is Impossible

If anyone is still talking of
peaceful co-existence with the
Sinhalese and negotiations
with the Government he is
apparently one who has a
vested interest in Colombo
and has an axe to grind.
After all the bitter experien-
ces that the Thamils have
endured at'the hands of the
Sinhalese rulers these 28
vears,if any optimistic Thamil
is hoping for a peaceful
settlement with the present
Government his sagacity is
questionable.
British are to blame

The British are to blame
for the present predicament
of the Thamils, The Thamils
had a separate Kingdom from
time immemorial until it fell .
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¢The militant Buddhist
monk! - (*Who is the militant
Buddhist monk —1 am a
militant Buddhist monk. To
safe the nation, even I am
ready to disrobe and fight!’
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“TLe Tamil speaking re-
presentatives who get elected
through these voters, while
being members of the Nati-

sundodprun FHUESSU -

LonisHon  35HGIT,,,

which will draft a constitution
for the State of Tamil Ealam
and to establish the indepen-
denc of the Tamil Ealam by

bringing that constitution
into operation either by
peaceful means or by

direct action or struggle.

Action will be taken to
enlist international support
to achieve the freedom of
Tamil Ealam.”
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An Appeal to.
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to the foreigners. The British
brought the Thamil and Sin-
halese territories together for
administrative convenience
in 1833 When the British
granted independence to Sri
Lanka, they failed to realise
the impracticability of the
two nations with distinct
languages, cultures, and reli-
gions (and without any other
common bond) co-existing
under a Unitary system of
Government.

The TULK Leaders

The persons who are at the
helm of Thamil political
activity and the Youth Orga-
nisations are dedicated to the
cause. A man of indomitable
will and indefatigable energy,

fearless, dauntless and un-
bending before
might, defiant in defeat and
magnanimous in  victory,
today Mr. Amirthalingam,
M. P. is Sri Lanka Thamils’
man of destiny, He is ably
assisted in the struggle by
men like Mr. M. Sivasitham-
param, Mr. V. Dharmalin-
gam, Mr. S. Kathiravelupillai
and Mr. V. N. Navaratnam
who are members of Parlia-
ment.

The Thamils are asking... ...

The Thamils are rightly
asking that their right to rule
themselves be restored’ to
them. They are asking the
Sinhalese to leave them alone
so that they can look after
their own affairs. They are
asking the World powers to
bring pressure on the Gove-
rnment ., of Sri Lanka to
concede to the Thamils their
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right of self determination.
They are asking the freedom-
fighters of the World to
look upon their cause with
sympathy.

(Issued by the London-based
organisations of Thamils on
behalf of the Thamsl United
Libaration Front, Sri Lanka).

N. S. Krishnan . R. Mahendra
Hon. Secretary, Joint Secretary
Ealam Liberation Front,
35 Priola Road, Ealam Tamils
Charltou Association
London SE7 919 Garratt Lane,
~ London 8W 17
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