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SATTHIA-VEDA

POTHAGA SURKAM
A Catechism of Catholic Doc-
trine in Tamil-

Second edition.
Price. Ctg~15,Postage Cts. 2

a

For SALE.
AT THIS OFFICE.
ARITHMETICAL EXERCISES

For Staxparps IHI, 1V. & V.

Compiled by Mr. (. C. Thampa-
pillai Sub-Inspector of Schools.

Price Cts. 50—Postage Cts. 2.

Apply, “MaNaGur, St. Jossrr’s
CarHoric Pruss, JAFFNA,”

NOTICE.

To the unemployed Overseers and
metal breakers.

Are wanted by
L. CREASY
P. W.D.
Jaffna-
ON SALE.

THE STUDENT’S VADE MECUM
OF IDEOMATIC ENGLISH:
PHRASEOLOGY

Designed for the use of English
and Angzlo.Vernacular Schools—
Price 50. Cts. :

THE STUDENT’S MANUAL OF
GEOGRAPHY, TAMIL

Part 1. Asia, designed for the
Sixth Standard.

The same—Part II. Europe. De-
signed for the Seventh-Standard.—
Price 25 Cts. each. :

Apply to A, Kanakasabha Pillai,
: Oodoorville,
- Jaffna.

%cﬂegtmpﬁc Sum moouj

———

Transvaal. Buitish Indian subjects, who
arg settled in Pretoria, have been ordered by
tue Governmeut of the Transvaal to quit the
houses they are in and to locate themselves
in. grounds specially set apart for them. Tue
Indians protest against this order and have
appealed to the Imperial Government.

Labour Demonstrations. The leaders
of the labour party i maoy parts of the
Cortinent baving projected the holding of
great labour processious on the first of May,
orders bave been issued by the Governments
of Ltaly and Auwstria probibiting gatheriogs
on that dsy,

A strike at Bradford. Ao open ai'
meeting of spirners wbo are on strike tovk
pluce at Bradfotd to-day, but the procecdings
becoming disurderly the police auempted to
disperse the crowd,and were stoped,several beiung
injured The Rivt Act was then read, and the
troops dispersed the mob at the point of the bay-
onel, inflicting slight wounds op several rioterss

Mr. Stanley. Persistent reports are car-
rent at Brussels that Mr, H, M. Stauley will
bé appointed Governor of the Congo Free
State. ;

The riots, which occurred at Bradfprd
Yesterday mosning, were rencwed 1n Lhe evening
whet> the mob attucked and smashed the
windows of the Towu Hall and stoued the
police. The riot act wus agaiu read, and the
police aud troops cuarged the rioters repeated!y,
many being injured.

The Antiopium trade. In the House
of Commons last wmght Dr. Cameron asked
if in view of the vote taken on Friday ou Sir
dJoseph Pease’s motion fur the suppression of
the opium trade in ndia- the Government
would appoint a Royal Cummission to ens
quire into the sabject. Mr, Swith, in reply-
ing, said that Friday’s vote did not express
the fuil sense of the House, and the Govein-
ment would take no action until the whole
question had been submitted to Parliamest.

An adcendum by Sir Robert Fowler to the
motion of Sir Joseph Pease for the suppres-
sion of the opium trade in India, requiriug
the Homé Governmevt to reimburse the loss
that would be sostained by the India Govern-
meut through the withdrawal of reveuue from
this source, was talked out in the House of
Commous on Friday. A technical difficulty
bas arisen in the way of the resumption of
the debate. Replying ‘to Sir J. Pease last
night the Goverument promised to voasider 1~
the question, giving a day for further———_
sion of the matter, s

The Zimes publishes a letter from Sir Le-
pel Griffin in which he denouuces the action
of Sir Joseph Pease in endeavouring to se-
cure the abolition of the opium trade of
India. Sir Lepel dwells upon the fiscal ad-
vantages ol the opium tax, apd says the loss of
revenue from that source would either fatally
compromise the Indian Government or saddie
the British taxpayer with an unbearable bu:-
den,

Prince Bismarck has been elected a
deputy of the Reichastag for Gestemunde iu
Hanover, His Excellency was opposed by s
Guelph, a Freisinnig, and a Socialist can-
didate. t

The returns o Gestemunde election poin
ton ballotage taking place Setween Prince
Bismarck and the Sociatist caudidate.

The final returvs of the election for Geste
munde give Bismarck a majority of three
thousand over the Socialist caudidate, but it
will be necessary for a sscoud ballot to be
taken between them.

An incident ovecured in the House of
Commons duaring a discussion on the Irish
Sanday  Closing ~ Bill. M. Parnell, who,
opposed the Bill onthe ground that it was-
contrary to the wisties of the people of lre-
land, was interrupted by Mr, Maurice Healy
who declared that Mr., Parvell in nowise re

MADHU CHURCH

The festivals at this Church will
begin as announced on the First

Sunday of May and close with the
first Sunday of October. Every
Saturday nighs a Novena will be
celebrated at the Sanctuary, and
every Sunday after Mass, the Sta-
tue of Our Blessed Lady will be
carried in procession round the |

Chuarch. i I
; C. MASSIET O. M. 1.
' Administrator

Madhu. |

presented the electors of Cork and challenged
him to keep his promise of .resigning his
seat.,

A severe influenza epidemic is ra-
ging in  Birmingham and  Yorkshire, At
Hull the mortality has assnmed alarming pro-
portions, and business is seriousiy 1mped-
e

d.

The Newfoundland Delegates
whose mission i§ to place before the Imperi-
al Government the views held by that Colony
regurding the Fisheries dispute with France,
bave arrived in Londoa,

The Czarewitch hasgone to Hankow
without stopping at Shanghai.

The Manipur expedition. Colorel
Noluo, in the House of Commons iast night,
asked the Uuder Secretary for Indin if he
would order the commanders of the military

:‘c(!::n l::ir?)(i,i‘;vg 0@7@@@@5&2;\&8&@-
the latter werenw’ahalﬁapg)pg *ta‘a

ot British troops. 8ir John Gorst in reply,
said he declived to assume that British Com-
mandere in Manipur would act improperly.

The land purchase bill. in the House
of Comimons tie ameudment _by Mr. John
Morley tothe Land Furchase 8ill, deferring
the operation of the Bill until county coun-
cils iu various centres have been created,
was rejected on division by a majority of
seventy-seveu votes, -

More Insubordination in the
Army- The tbirty-foarth Batiery Royal Arui-
lery, stationed at Portsmouth, retused last
Saturday to attend a parade which had beeu
o~dered for that day, on the ground ef the ex-
cessive drills they bad been subjected to. The

officers were powerless to euforce ° order,
but finally the colonel iuduced the men to
parade.

The oldest soldiers amongst the men of the
34ith tattery Royal Artillery who reiused to
atcend parade have been arrcsted and will be
court martialled.

Mr. Parnell addressed a great public
meeting - at Mayo yesierday, when he declared
that the Land Purchase Bill woald rednce
rents in  Ireland by forty percentum, He
deuounced the activn of the MacCarthy Farty
in supporting Mr. Morley’s amendment to the
Bill, sud rejoices that ne and his lleagues
had defeated tteir traitorous plots.

America's reply to Italy. Ina pote
replyiug to the Marquis Radiul, the Italian
I'remier, on the gquestion of the lyuching of
itliau subjects at New  Orleans, Secretary
Blaive says the American Government re-
cognises the principle of indemuifying the
relatives of the victims if 1tis proved that
tresty rights were vio.ated, whicu e ques
tions  Mr. Blaive adds that if justice iu the
State of Louisiava fails to punist  the Jyp.
chers, Government will consider what other
remedy is to be adopted,

GHERGHE XROTICER,

Hours oF DIVINE SERvVICE

To-MorROW
At THE CATHEDRAL
Mass 5-15 A. M,
hi 6-30 A. M.
it 8-30 A. M.
Benediction 5-30 P, M,

Tharsday: Opeving of Mouth of May
Devotions— Benediction. ;

Friday. First of the month. Mass with
FPxposition, and Drawing of Tick _.s of the

<ard of Honor 6-30. A. M. Benediction
after Angelus. w

APOSTLESHIP OF PRAYER.
G=NERAL INTENTION For MiY: Catholic
Art and Artists.

LOCKL &C.

The Feast of St. Joseph atthe Co-
lombogam Orphanage, was perhaps never
celebrated with greater pomp and solem-
nity than on Sunday last. His Lord-
fhip the Bishop presided at the various
ceremonies, and an unusually &rge con-
course of faithful was present. The
pandals put up by the orphans, former
pupils, and others displayed much taste
and skill. One of the best features in
the functions of the day was the music-
during the procession, -which consisted
in the singing of Tamil hymns composed
for the occasion and set to good Indian
tanes. The young men who received
the babit on that day were Brs. B.
Mariampillai, P. Innasimuttu, and S.
Philipiah Cor.

Duties of Catholics to the Catholic
Press. Wedircet the attention of ourre-
aders to a letter reproduced in another
column, headed as above and addressed
by His Grace the Archbishop to the
Ceylon *Catholic Messenger”

Yocung Ceylon in Aberdeen: The
foilowing results of the last competitive
examinatioas held in  connection with
the degree ef M. B. C. M. have been pub-
lished.

Second class of distinctions in medicine
Mr. J. W.de Hoedt ;

First class certificate of high distinc-
tions and special prize in Materia Medica
and Therapeutics: Mr. A. Rajasingham’

First class certificate of high distine.
tions in Materi a Medica and Therapeutics-
Mr.-W. H. de Silva. > :

Second class certificates of distinctions
in physiology. Mr. W, H.de Silva, Mr
A. Rajasingham. g

AT A e

&mamm.d}tguambnlam. ~

Mr. DeHoedt is the son-in-law of Mr.
Proctor Strantenberg,Mr. Rajasingam the
son of the Interpretor Modr of the Pt.
Pedro and Chavagacherry Courts and Mr.
Ponnampalam the brother of Mr. Proetor
Catheravaloe.

The Arrack rents for Jaffna and
Maunar for the coming year have been boughtby
the old renter for Rs. 43,000 and 18,300 respec-
tively, the increase over the expiring term be-
ing Rs. 6,000 in the first case and Rs, 3,300 in
the second.

Receivad: We have to acknowledge with
thanks the receipt of the Indian Tele-
graph Guide for March 1891, corrected
up to March 19th.

Pearl (Fishery: According to the latest
accounts tohand Rs. 950,000 has been
realised.

The Lelegraph to Point Pedro-—
Our Point Pedro correspondent has been
finding fault with the delay in the Te-
legraph Extension from Jafina to Kanga-
santural and therc: on fo hisown sta-
tion. He and others will be glad to
learn that 50 soon asthe Agras lineis
done, the Inspector in charge islikely
to Le transferred to the North. There
has been some difficulty about getting
ready all the palmyrah posts required,
but this has been overcewme, and we
suppose the wire to the two northern-
most ports of Ceylon will be in working
order before ths middle of the year.The
only fear now is of the cable (2} miles
long) across the Jaffna lake not holding
out much longer. Itis known not to be
in a very efficient state and if anything
kappened to it, of course the whole of
vhe Jaffna peninsula would be cut oft
telegraphically—*Obscrver.”

CORRESPONDENCE

“SFXAVIER’S UNION
Cathedral Road
; Jufina,
To the Editor J. C. Guardian.
DEAR SIr,

“A member” having given publicity
through your columns to the fact that a
club has been established in Jafina for
tke literary improvement of Catholic
youngmen, I beg as the Secretary of that
mstitute to supplement the short ac-
count given by that gentlemeu with a
few details. The first and principal ob-
Jject that was had in view in starting “St.
Xavier’s Union”was to enable its mem-
bers to learn the art of speaking and
writing English with ease and accuracy.
The importance of thisacquirement will
be easily understood when we consider
that English is the language of the ruling
race.

With reference to the name of the
club I wish to staté that the members
feit a particular pleasure in placing it
{ under the patronage of St. Francis “Xa-
| vier’” as it is to him under God that we
i our Faith, and there are few if any in-
| stitutes in Ceylon that claim the great
| Apostle as their patron. Judging from
the way in which the meetings are’
attended and conducted at present,
I have no hesitation in saying that the
club bids fair in time to becomea large
and inflaential body. Among the lec-
tures thus far read were one on “Self-
help” by Mr. John P. Rajah, and one on .
Union by Mr. Bernard Joachim a teacher
of St. Patrick’s College, which were both
ably written and elicited the encomium
of the audience. Th> subjects of two
very interesting and avimated debates
were the Jatfnu Railway and Financial
Weddings.

With a view to promoting convenience
and making the club a little more at-
tractive it is contemplated to hold the
meetings hereafter in a more commodious
and prominent place in town and provide:
members with a sapply of books and
news-papers. It may not be out of place
kere to state that outsiders too may
write lectures and read them at our meet-
ings. For the information of gentlemen
who may be pleased to join the club or
have any business to trausact withit I
here give the names of the office bearvers. -
Mr. Arthur Fletcher (President). Henry -
Martyn (Honorary Tredsurer). Sellyah
John (Honorary Secretary.

I am dear Sir
Yours Ever Sincerely

THE SECRETARY “St. XaAvIER'S UNION.”
Jaffna 21at April 1891
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“WHAT IS SPIRIT.”

The above is the heading of an article
that appeared in the last namber of the
“Morning Star,” We naturally expect-
ed to find at the beginning of the article
a mew, clear and precisa definition of the
nature of a spirit. -But our contem-
porary completely disappcinted us - Af-
ter having hinted that be was going to
tell his readers the trne nature of a
spirit, he was satisfied with merely stat-
ing that God and the Angels are sgirits
and that mer are also in part spirits,
“‘because they are spirit, so | and body”
—that all the spirits are alike, that
there is no essential difference between
the Divine and the Haman Spirit except
that the oue is absolute and the other
finite. The readers of the * Morning
Star” would have more easily under-
stood that God, the Angels and the Hu-
man souls are spirits if they had been
told that a spirit is a simple immaterial
spiritual and intellectual substance; with
the help of a good definition they
would have at once perceived that all
the spirits are alike, because they are all
immaterial, spivitual and intellectual
substances. Our contemporary should
have also shown plainly how God
differs from the other spirits. Of
course he hinted at the difference
there is between the divine and hu-
man spirit when he asgerted that
the former is-absolute and the.latter fi-
nite-viz-that God is the spirit par &veed

lence, infinite, immutable, self existing,.|

uncreated aud that all the other spirits
ara finite, limited and created. But
he gainsaid that the human spirit is fi-
nite in the following sentence which
runs thus: the human ‘“‘spirit: comes
from God for each new being by some
process which is not creation and yet
not emanation, but which gives the re-
lation of sonship”. * We admit that the

| Apostles,

have for their objeet the good, the
beautiful and the frue.

We hope that onr readers will be sharp
enongh to understand the above descrip-
tion of their mental ficulties. As for
ourselves we countess that it is above our
cemprehension.

XXXIII ARGUMENTS
AGAINST THE PROTESTANT
RULE OF FAITH.
“Continued)

V1.

We read that Jesus Christ has left in
the Church a perpetnal succession of
orthodox pastors and teachers. St. Paul
says: “And He gave some (to be) Ap-
ostles, and some prophets, and other
some_Evangelists, and other some pas-
tors and doctors, for the perfecting of
the saints, fo@ tho work of the ministry,
for the edifying of the body of Christ...
...... that henceforth we be no more
children carried about with every wind
of doctrine, by the wickedness of men,
by cunning craftiness, by which they lie
in wait to deceive. (Eph. iv. 11-13)
Here it is plainly taught that in the
Chuarch thers is always a saccession of
orthodox pastors and teachers, to pre-
serve the faithful in unity and truth,
The same doctrine is tanght by the Ap-
ostles in another place. “And God in-
deed, hath set sorae in the Church, first
secondly prophets, thirdly
doctors, after that miracles, then the
graces of healings, helps, governments,
kinds of tongues, Iinterpretation of
speeches. (I Cor. xii. 28). And then
he aska: “Are all Apostles? Are all
prophets? Ave all doctors? Are all
workers of miracles? Have all the grace
of healing? Do all speak with tongues?
Do all interpret? (I Cor. xii. 29-30).
Now these texts are quite inconsistent
wrigh the Protestant principle that one
man 18 ag=200d an expounder or teacher
of God’s tratha=2s another, or that the

God interpreted accor-

written word of 5 od ti
ding to every man’g3Private judgment is

the rule of faith given: byJesus Ch!l‘]ist'rr
that we shonld not a?ﬁ‘,{: any authority

B ‘ween us and
whatever to interfere her v oo

“It is most necessary in all countries
to acknowledge in these excellent wri-
tings, whether they are daily or periodic,
thieir great bencfit o religions and ci-
vil interests,whether they directly uphold
them and advance' their prosperity, or
whether thoy repulse tbe attacks of ene-
mies seeking to-do them hurt and scat-
ter foul pestilence.This is why, it would
be beneficial and salutary that each
country should possess its particular
journals as champions of altar and hearth
so directed as never to deflect from the
judgment ofthe Bishop, in whose con-
junction they should walk wisely and

in peace; the clergy ought also to sup- |

port such journals with their wood-will,
and aid them with their teaching, while
all true Catholics should hold them in
high esteem, and aid them as far as
their strength may permit.” 1

The point laid stress upon by His
Holiness and whkich I wish to impress

duty incumbent on all of them, lay as
well as clerical, to give their
support to those papers, which, _uud_er
the guidance of the Bishops and in full
adherence to their views, hold up here
the standard of Catholic Truth, and
vindicate the rights and interests of
the Catholic Church. ?

The atmosphere we breathe here is one
sainted with all sorts of poisonous, and
deleterious elements. Infidelity in all its
stages, heresy in all its multitudinous
forms, are difiused far and wide and
forced down the throats of the uninform-
ed and anwary, through many periodical
sheets to which their commercial or
political importance secures a large
civcle of readers.

Often at loggerheads between them-
selves on very material points, those
socalled organs of public opinion - are
all at one in their hatred of the One,
Holy, Catholic Roman Church; and,
whenever any occasion offers of slander-
ing her, of misrepresenting her teaching,
or of holding up her ministers or mem-
bers to obloquy, * all their hands, as
though moved by an irresistible instinct,
are 1nstantly raised against ns.

In that every day struggle against
all the forms of irreligiousnass and
impiety, our little Catholic papers, the
CeyroN CatHoric MEsseNGER and NANAR-
tHA PraDIPAYA in Colombo, and the
CarHovlc GuarDIAN in Jafina, have, for
long years past, rendered signal service.
Small and unpretentious as they have
ever been, they have in innumerable
instances, David like, laid prostrate on

i ey ey T Fe)

-the Holy Ghost, in our undg'{gz;\d%g&"l'
|

heavenly truths.

human spirit viz-the human soul canhot
be an emanation from the substance of
God which is immutable, viz: from

which nothing can be taken “and to care was taken to perpetuate the exis-| Bouy were

which nothing ean be added.  But if it

is not created by God how does it come |

into being? For a finite being is not
self-created, How can we understand
that a relation of senship is formed be-
tween God and the human spirit when
our contemporary points out no relation
of fathership on the part of God,

. Oar friend belongs no doubt to the
school of those who teash that there
is oaly one spirit and that all
the human spirits are but mani-
festations of thiis oue spirit, In the arti-
cle under review, our contemporary
again says that man is composed of a
Bpirit : an animal soul and an immaters.
al body. Instead cf showing how these
three components form only one being
Lo simply asserts that they are closely
united. He does not explain how the
spirit comes to know the sensitive ope-
rations, how it can be affected by the
Benses ete. He brings in again the antho
rity of the Holy Scriptare to prove that
his  absurd theory is grounded on
the Revealed Wurd of God, “That spi-
rit is different from soul, he says, is in-

dicated by Scriptare everywhere ascri- |

bing souls to animals, and not to angels.
The wholy Writ often speaks of the
principle of life in animals and calls it
soul. The Greek Philosophers, Plato,
Aristotle etc. have called it so.
Holy Seripture never ascribes souls to
angels, acd never calls angels souls,
because angels are not like buman souls,
destined te inform a body or to impart
life to it. Angels have not a human
form; they are pure spirits. We read
In many pagsages of the Holy Writ
that when they appeared to men they

assumed a human form or appearance. |

A little farther our friend describes

the operation of the human spirit in the

following manner ~ These forms of acti-
viry are found in every spirit and are
usually called the conscience, the mind,
word and spirit, or the ki iwledge, im-
Pulse and feeling,
ties ave the legislative, judicial and
executive deseribed by the three Latin
words, Indee, Judew, aud Vindex. They .

These three activi-

ey ::?:ﬁmm,ébhmﬂgg@ﬂmm

VIL ; ¢
! The History of the Church shows that
 tence of successors to the A.postles in a
divinely ordained wanner. HEven before
the day of Pentecost St. Peter called
upon the brethren 5 fill up the place
left in the Apostolic College by the'
Apostacy of Judas, and St. Matthias
 was chosen and “he was numbered with
the eleven Apostles.” (Acts. . 26.)

Shortly after, the seven deacons were
' chosen as a corsmencement of a hierar-
“ chy of different ranks and duties. These
| they set before the Apostles and they
| praying imposed hands upon them.”
(Acts vi 6.)

As the Church increased, we see that
| care was iaken to preserve the succes-
| sion. And when they (St. Paul and St.
- Barnabas), had ordained to them priesis
' in every city, and had prayed with fast-
_ing they commended them to the Lord
' in whom they bolieved. “(Acts, xiv. 22)
| St. Paul twice reminds St. Timothy
. of the grace he had received on his or-
| dination by the imposition of his hands
- (ITim. iv. 14; IL Tim. I. 6); and en-

joing Titus to ordain priests in every
' city as he had ordained him. (Tit. I.5)
The clergy therefore were to receive

- their character by the performance of a
. Sacred rite designated in the NewTesta-
ment “the imposition of the hands” of |
the Apostles and their legilimate suc-!

|

he cessors, and by it the grace of God was | Whenever

imparted to them, and tbey were ad-
mitted to the same spiritual powers as
the Apostles themselves |

DUTIES OF CATHOLICS TO
j THE CATHOLIC PRESS.

' The Editor, “Ceylon Catholic Messenger.”
‘ Borella April 11th 1891.
Dear MR. Ebiror,

I beg you will publish in a prominent
place of your next issue, tue following ex-
tract from the Holy F~4her’s lettier to the
Austrian Hierarchy us bearing on a sub-
ject of deep interest to the Catholics of
Ceylon.

I
!
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4l€ phe glant Jutauns ug
the Prote t, Buddhist and infidel
Press. . _aine Catholic Truth was always
t;iurw .antly advocated by them, and
t

successfully vindicated in
more iustances than Lcould here reck-
or, thereby acquiring a claim to the
lasting giatitade of all the Catholics in
Ceylon.

Opinion now-a-days rules the world.

{ Un{ortnrately, it is oftener than not

shaped and guided by mere ignorance,
~rgjudice and hatred. What wouid now
Do of our Catholic Community
here, it by vne side of the soul-destroy-
ing poison administered to them in
suh profusion, thoy had not found an
antidote in the sound teaching of our
little Catholic Press? ifno ray of pure
light had been allowed to vieree through
the thick clonds of darkness that had
gathered round them?

All honour then, and all gratitude
to these brave champions of Catholic
Truth in Ceylon!

But, it surely needs no great men-
tal effort to nuderstand that the editing
of a paper is a work requiring no in-
considerable outlay of money, and that
its efficieney and usefultess must ever
be commensurate with the'amount of
support it receives. Its success depends
in all coses on a lerge list, nos of mere
sabscribers, but of paying subscribers.

All well weighed, it is no exaggera-
tion to say that, consideriug all our pre-
sen$ circumstances in Ceylon it is the
duty of all Catholics, both clergymen
and laymen, each according to his means
and capacity, to support our Catholic
papers, (1) by subscribing to them, and
one cannot afford to sub-
scribe to a copy: by joining with others
to make wup the small rate of subs-
cription; (2) by contributing to them,
whether 1in the shape of interesting and
early news, or by well-thought articles
on matters of Catholic interest, subject
of course tothe control of ecclesiastical
authority.

*1 caonot help here calling the Observer
to aceount for its malicious, nncalled-for insin-
uations in one of its latest nombers, that la
case of rebellion against British rule, Roman
Catholics would have to he closely watched.
I tell him—and let him keep it in mind—that
among all the natives of Ceylon, the British
Government have no more staunch and loyal

3 m)atholics—-which, of

eave: mgmir privilege as British
m:;d)[@ for .their rights on all
proper occasions,

deeply on our OCatholics here, is the |

unstinted

I, therefore, resting my recommenda-
tion on the earnest words of exhortation
of His Holiness the Pope, confidentiy
call oun all the Catholics of the Arch-
diocese to take to heart the matter of
this letter,and to exert themselves in
right good earnest to incrcase the cir-
culation of our papers, and thus o
render possible the improvements in
both which are being had in contem-
plation,

I remain,
Dear Mr. Editor,
faithfuly yours,
tCurisTorHER O. M. L.
Archbishop of Colombo.
COMMERCIAL EDUCATION IN CEYLON

Says the *Ceylon Catholic Messenger’’ —

“Public opivion in Ceylcn with respect to
education is now divided into two different
chaunels, the one of those wiio claim for our
boys the highest classical education, and tiie
other of those who are for something -more
practical, knowu as technical education, We
have often expressed our opinion on the sub-
ject and think that both systems are good in their
way, So luong asthey are not misunderstocd
nor misapplicd. A classical edacation, incla-
ding a sound kaowledge of Lagin aud Greek,
a study of the best Euglish auathors and of
the history of the worid—not werely English
history—und a mastery of logic, is undoabt-
edly the best method for training a youth
ful mind avd imparting to it a literary and
refived taste, [4is the kind of edacation that
suits a gentleman and opens the road to the
bar, the medical profession, the public offices,
and the like. Buot in Ceylon, to say the
plaiu trath, there are few independent geatle-
men. There is properly speakiug no aristo-
cracy, and wealthy people are rare. Hence
few, it auy, seek education for the sake of
edacaiion. It is a meansto an end, and
the end is to geta liring. Now all cannot
be lawyers, doctors, or Government officers.
The great bulk of children who attend ounr
l colleges leave the school benchies so soon as.
they can muster enough of English to be ad-
mitted _as clerks on a small salary in some
office or another. Itis plain tbat for that
class of youngsters—the four fifth of ouar
Ceylon school-boys —a rudimentary knowledge of
Latin or Greek and the reading of Miiten
and Shukeapeare are of wo avail whatever
... .But il the industrial side of Colombo
is not a_ bright oue/its commercial imrpertance
is enormonsly on the increase, and trade
provides. very many yoong ‘men with a liveli-
hood. Clerks are indeed u lcgion. Bat really
good cletks—we mesan those who puderstand
their business —are they so plentifal? * We
thivk not, aod thereis a complaiot of the
paucity of well-traive’l accountants. The
first effort at technical ‘education should then

«terest and rights of the Catholic |

| tend to . smpply merchants, bankers, pianting
| irms and others with such commercisl clerks
| as are able to write carsesnandence ar o o

| raraueQuaruaimse, Qe 15, oo,
} port, and uncerstand. somethiog about Eoéi:
keeping; aud, observe, in oor days beok-keep-
| ing bas become  science and is not to be
| acquired by mere routine. It is upon -conside-
| rations. of this kind that the Brother Direetor
| of St. Benedict’s has resolved to open & spe
cial class for commercial studeuts and  thos
make a commencement of that techpical eda-
cation of which so much is heard in Ceylon
but nothing is seen. -The commercial class
1s row 1o full working order, with 15 sta-
dents, whose ages vary from 16 to 18. The
programme cousists of Book-keeping, = Letter
writing, Precis-writing, short band, Physicsl
aud Commercial Geography,  French, Geo-
metrical and Mechanieal Drawing, aud Cow-
mercial Law. There is no doubt, that a
young man who bas goue throngh that conrse
of practical education can well shift for him-
self and need uot be
gle for existence,. The special class—we are
glad to know—is finding much favour with
both parents aand boys, who have not been long
to discover the practical usetulness of the
lustruction imparted inthat class. We sin-
cerely congratulate the able Director on this
new experiment and  wish him the complete
success iie so well deserves,

overcome in the strug-

Trichinopoly College: We learn
from an Indian contemporary that, in the
last Entrance Examinatiou for the Mad-
ras Presidency, out of 7,080 candidates,
the three first names, at the head of the
list in the First Division, were those of
three pupils of St. Joseph’s Ccilege.

Calcutta. Tne inmnutes of St. Xavier’s
College made a narrow escape on Satarday
lust. Durivg the thuuderstorm a corner of the
College building was struck by lightning; it
tore cff a portion of the cornice, ripped up
some 10 fect of the brickwork-of the terrace
dug a large hole in the roof, and then passed
off by an iron pipe, Sume of the Fathers were
in the Refectory at the time, and simultaye.
ously with the flash they observed a large
ball of fire in .the open space between the Re.’
fectory and the Kitehen, which burst like a
shell with a deafening report. Indo~Earopean
Correspondence. March 24,

The new Chinese Minister at Paris
M. Tshing Tshaug is a Catbolic. He was
brought up at the School of Languuges at Pe-
kin, which was a kind of Diplomatic‘College of
the Celestial Empire. M. Tshiog-Tshang’s
wife is of the same nationality and religious per-
suasion as her husband.

Workingmen’s pilgrimage. Cardi-

nnl_Langcuieux_, Archbishop of Rheims, js very
actively organising, for September Dext, the
workingmen’s pilgrimage to Rome,

Printed and published for the Propriet.
or by C. Andrew at St. Joseph’s Catho-
lic Press, Catholic Mission Permises
Jafina. '



