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‘¢ ...Periyar's popularity suffered a disastrous blow
in 1949 when at the age of 72 he married a 28 year old
girl providing a pretext for his ambitious lieutenant C. N.
Annadurai to secede with his followers to find the Dra-

"vida Munnetra Kazhagam...... Annadurai’s admirers

cxaggerate why they call him Dravidian Mao; but there is
no doubt that this powerful orator is the single most
popular mass figure in this region.. ... Communist
prospects in Tamilnad seems darker than ever now that
Annadurai has become major Dravidian leader... . ”
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L Ambiguity clothed with authority is passed on as
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Logic is kept under lock and key. The Lord brooks no
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... Arguments for and against this conteation could be
advanced — nay, the very theory could be applauded or
exploded...... Periyar is definite in his statement. He is
still a crusader and his support to Kamraj is incidental,
an interlude as it were ..... Just for an electoral victory,
the Congress takes all these taunts and insults lying low —
nay, it even wags pleasure in being petted ahd patted by
Periyar. ... Not content with eating this humble pie, the
Congress is busy exhibiting its glee over the rift in the
D. M. K. The propaganda bullets are sent buzzing all
around... ... Its propagandists big and small have opened
‘broadsides’ against alliances — pacts — agreements. On
what authority they talk about these none dare ask.
Wherefrom they gathered these ‘chips’ we are not
informed. But their voice is shrill, their threats vindictive,:
their advice paternal. pronouncements pontificial...... ”
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« ... Of course the most enjoyable scene for the Congress
today is the denunciation delivered by the dissidents
against the D M. K., its policy and the persons conduct-
ing its affairs. Congressmen bubble out their joy — ““ah!
these attacks are hard, swift and merciless! The D. M. K.
will be shattered into smithereens soon’ — they fondly
hope. In their fervour they even forget the simple truth
that a part can never be bigger than the whole, and how-
ever depleted, the ‘rest’ will always be bigger and stronger
than the ‘crest’. Dissidents can never be in a majority
that is a contradiction in terms. They are dissidents
simply because they are not able to convince and convert

75



others to their point of view. Conscious of their inablity
to convert the organisation to their point of view, and
impatient to wait for better times, dissidents usually
mistake their fury for strength and parade their pugilistic
power — sure of a new audience. But the organisation
withstands the jolt, and since there is no need for fury
or hurry, carries on its work calmly, conscious of its own
solid strength...... -
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------ That does not necessarily mean, demand-
ing a Tamil Raj comprising Tamil Nad and that
portion of Ceylon wherein Tamilians are in a
majority .. The task immediately ahead is to focus
public attention on the problem. World opinion
should be harnessed to the cause for justice and
fairplay. The plight of the Tamilians in Ceylon
should be placed before the discerning public all
over the world.....”
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