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K.V.THANESWARAN

I was thoroughly shaken on hearing the sudden demise of
my friend K.T. Thaneswaran, under tragic circumstances. Least
did we expect that such an untimely end and would befall him. He
had been a victim of nature under the guise of tsunami which
snatched him, along with thousands of other lives.

My association with Thaneswaran was rather brief. It was
the drama ‘Thalakkavadi’ directed by the late ‘Kalaiperarasu’
A.T.Ponnuthurai that brother us together on stage. He spoke the
language as it should be spoken; perfect in diction, pronunciation
and inimitable rendering. Besides being an actor he, himself was a
producer and director, using the modern mimic technique.

Thaneswaran had carved a niche for himself in the art of
announcing. It was a feast to the ear to hear his golden voice in
athletic meets and other sporting events, He has also been a compare
in stage programmers.

It was only a few weeks back did I see him and hear him
speak at the Tamil Sangam auditorium, Wellawatte when he
addressed a large gathering at the function to honour the famed
reformist bard, Mahakavi Subramaniya Bharathi, organized by the
acejournalist K.P. Nadanasikamani. That was the last I saw him.

Thaneswaran is no more, but his multi-dimensional
personality, his charismatic smile, his ‘golden’ voice and his
pleasing manners will ever remain etched in my memory.

“Oh! for the touch of his vanished hands and the sound of
his voice that is stilled, his life was gentle and the elements so
mixed in him that nature might stand up and so to the would, This
was a man *.

- William Shakespeare.

C.Kamalaharan

aD

From My Memory

My grandfather (Mr.Thaneswaran) was a well known and
respected person in the Tamil society of SriLanka and Canada.

He took part in many Public services like announcing at
important functions such as events with the involvement of fine
arts, anniversary functions of newspapers etc. He was a referee at
volleyball and football matches. Any function which took place
would never be complete without the presence of my grandfather.

At various schools he was working as an instructor of
physical education. Afterwards he was promoted to the position of
a vice-principal, Canagaratnam M.M.V. Jaffna. :

Besides, he was also a loving father, grand father, husband
and friend throughout his life.

My first acquaintance with my grandfather was when I
was 7 years old. Even though it was the first time I met him I knew -
his personality. He seemed like a very honest, king of knowledge
able and gentle person and as time gradually passed on I got to
know him better, 1 proved myself to be correct.

My grandfather had taught me many things while he,
himself did not know he was teaching me. I remember one occasion
when he had asked me to company him while he went to pick up
my cousin from school. This happened very early during my 3 week,
stay in Sri Lanka. I didn’t expect Sri Lanka could possibly be in
any way better that Canada. After picking up my cousin from school
the three of us went to the beach to look at the sea. I saw palm and
coconut trees. I smelled the fresh air and felt the sand of the beach.
I was the waves rushing back and forth from the sea to the beach
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that was the first time I had experienced such things and realized
that there is more to a country than it’s facilities. Sri Lanka is a
country filled with great beauty which cannot be compared to any
other country in the world.

The day on which I had heard the dreaded news of my
grandfather’s death is unforgettable. He had died along with
thousands of others in Sri Lanka. A Tsunamai had hit the shore and
thousands of people were crushed and killed due to the pressure of
the water. Innocently my grandfather had gone to the beach to do
his daily exercise and there this great man’s life ended tragically.

The memory of my grandfather as a kind gentle and loving
person is ingrained in the hearts of thousand millions of people
who knew him including myself.

Mathangi
Grand daughter
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Appapah

You were a guiltless soul on this earth destined to accomplish the wor-
thy. Indeed they’ve been accomplished in the duration of your existence.‘,_
You're presence has fulfilled the meaning of an elder brother, a friend , a
father and grandfather. A living role model you were to those who looked
up to, even towards those elder to you, as Children, family, friends, and
those who admire you peered at your feet. An impact everyone is on this
planet we share in their own diverse way and Appapah, undoubtedly so
were you.

Ilooked up to you. Commonly because of your considerate per-
sonality, your successful career, engagement with your commu-
nity, and your participation in physical activities. You have a voice
that is not hesitant to expose, a voice that I'd strive to have The
bold behavior and the fearless attitude as well are truly impressive
which were pursued'in your certainly fulfilled life.

An unexpected turn has fallen amongst those who’s hearts are
toward the faithless and hopeless human beings. Whose lives have
been takeniaway due to that rare catastrophe in Southern Asia
Walking along the beach on a weekend morning has been the cause
of death to thousands. That day was his time to go and no one

“could do anything about it No one could battle that natural disaster

Tears will solve nothing, gathering together with those you love
and praying, also hoping for the best will also salve nothing. What
has happened has happened now it’s the opportunity to look back
on this victorious man’s life and move on Now looking ahead to
fulfill you and love one’s futures until the day your life has been
amiably taken away awaits you.
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This news was revealed to me on the 26™ of December, Infor-
mation I dreamt of never hearing. But as thouse sombre words
filled my head I began to grasp that it’s the time to face reality
There is a birth for every soul and there is death And death being
the most excruciating I tried to hold my placid tears but it rolled
solemnly as time flew by in the day and it got to me that an inno-
cent soul has left us But time is the best medicine to heal one’s
death And so it did, although the truth stabs me in my heart I am
standing strong in honor of my grandfather

Mr.Thaneswaran Vaithilingam is my grandfather and I’'m proud
being has grandson Not because of his triumphant work nor
failures, Only because of the fact that he is my grandfather He’1l be
truly missed from his family, his friends, and those individuals
who knew him dearly. Now he’s in a place of peace. As difficulit it
is to face the truth the best I can do is wish him. |

Rest in peace
Sathasivam Kanapathipillai Arumugham Kandiah Vaithilingam

Thaneswaran Anpalagan Athavan
T.A.Athavan
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Our Dear & Good Friend — Thanes

It is with deep sorrow I read in the Thunakural of.........
the passing away of Dear friend and gentleman — the tidal wave of
the 26" December taking a heavy tall of lives in our motherland
including my good friend, Thanes. He shared the gloom of several
families. I wish chalk a few lines of appreciation of a friend whom
I hold very dear. Or friend ship started at J.C.C grounds at District
school sports meet, many many years ago, he was in charge of
Physical Education Teacher at Attiar Hindu Co'llege at that time. It
was a privilege that I had the good fortune of meeting him a five
months ago at Mattakulya exchanged past memories. It was both
settlemental and emotional. He spoke of the demise of his wife
too . [ had been to his house in Jaffna on several occasions and the
land between Thanes, his wife and family was both loving and
caring.

Thanes, the Popular sports official and Announcer was
sought after by both the department of Education, schools and
colleges. I remember very vividly when a problem arose while
officiating in the event High jump, Thanes, in no time, referred the
A.A.A rules and solved the problem then and there. In another
Athletic meet, at J.C.C grounds, under the part mage of the late
Director of Education, W.B.C Malatantila, high encomium was
laid his announcing, infect, he said in the course of his address,
“the announcer is the winner of the meet”

It is customary for officials of the meet to have a fellowship
in the evening and Thanes was entrusted with the security and safety
of the participants. well disciplined, he called a spade a spade — it
is no hyperbole if I call him a year among person. yes, shares is no
more but the impact he had left on all, who know him well, will
last long. '
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My closed relationship was when he was vice Principal
Lawnaganathan M.M.V As one who taught earlier in the same
institution, I was proud to see my good friend and I was at his
services whenever situation arose.

As Vice Principal, he did perform his duties to his utmost
ability and won the hearts of the staff, students and the members of
the Parents Teacher Association.

Well, life is given by god and the same god takes us back —
good bye Thanes. your first innings is over the earth and the second
innings commences with your creator — let us hope that you have
sowed on earth and seek. eternal Happiness in the beautiful share
called paradise. :

A.I.Lazarus Gunanayagam
Emaritus Principal
ST.Charles MV
Jaffna.
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APPRECIATION - THANNI

The cruel hands of Tsunami had snatched away from our
midst a very sincere personality, late Mr.K.V.Thaneswaran. It is
indeed with feelings of profound shock that my wife and I heard of
the sorrowful death. The call was sudden, swift and unexpected. It
is difficult to resonate oneself to the fact that he is no more.

He joined Attiaar Hindu College, Neervely as an assistant
teacher. His dedication and perseverance raised him to the position
of Deputy Principal of Cannagaratnam M. Vidiyalayam, Jaffna.

He was always concerned about the education of the
students, their health, discipline and extra- curricular activities,
especially sports and games. He was a man of many parts. He knew
the dictum, “The school is a miniature society” and he took pains
to know about the community and he was a good social worker.

He had an admirable aesthetic sense and helped his school
to organize cultural festivals. He himself had participated in dramas.
He had a resounding voice and had been a popular announcer at
important athletic meets and literary functions. He had also
participated in debates and could speak extemporously. He had
rendered yeoman services to the Department of Education at Circuit,
District and Cluster Levels in organizing athletic meets and
tournaments. He was an active member of the Valigam East
Teachers’ Association and held various posts, and he was also an
active member of the teacher’s trade union.

He had been a conscientious Prefect of Games and took
great effort to inculcate good values in the minds of the younger
generations. It would not be out of place if I quote the words of
Nelson, Duke of Wellington who spoke high of the characteristics
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of sports and games. He said, “I defeated Napoleon Bournaparte
not in the Battle of Waterloo but in the playing fields of Eton And
Harrow.” It should be admitted that the playing fields have produced
many great men.

It is not what he had but what he did was his kingdom. He
had played his innings with courage and determination. It is a matter
of great regret to note that some teachers and principals who had
worked during the turbulent periods in the war torn areas have to
leave the world unwept, un honored and unsung.

During my tenure of office as principal of Attiaar Hindu
College and Kopay Christian College he had been of great
assistance to me. He had been an inspiring presence among us.

Despite his official duties in his professional career he did
not neglect his responsibilities as father, husband and social worker.
His wife predeceased him. He had stretched his love to his extended
family.

When I met him a week before he demise there was no
indication that the ebb tide of his life would catch him in it currents.
the following week it carried him away. It is said that executioner
has no ears to hear and eyes to see. His second son Nakeeran told
me that his father had some premonitions as he had told his daughter
about his encroaching last days.

During the aftermath of Tsunami many had paid their last
respects and many had sent messages of condolence and floral
tributes from here and abroad and all these bear eloquent testimony
to the highest esteem in which he was held. Many loved his in life
and let us not forgot him in death.

(@l Fedeuyd ) % @

On behalf of the staff of Attiaar Hindu College and on my
behalf I extent the deepest sympathies to his sons, daughters, grand
children and the other members of his family.

May his Aathma attain eternal bliss at the holy feet of Lord
Shiva. '

Shanthi! Shanthi!! Shanthi !!!

36 A/2 37" Lane PK. Rajaratnam ’
Wellawatta _ Principal Emeritus A.H.C and K.C.C
Former Secretary, Northern Province
Principal’s Association
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Siva and evéad

Our uncle late Mr. K.V. Thaneshwaran had lived a dignified
life. His sudden death is a great loss to us, as well as to all Our kith
and kin, which cannot be consoled by any other means.

I have known him since 1996, not only as uncle but also as
an amicable friend. I still remember those past days; which he spent
with me guiding me in my studies and encouraging me to do well
in life. He has always treated me very kindly and helped me in
need, as he was well known for doing so by his own neighbours
and relatives.

Even he is not in existence with us today, the memories he
left with us will be there forever in our mind, unearned. We are
still unable to come over the grievance by his in credible loss. We
convey our heart full condolence to his family.

May his soul rest in peace.
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Kandiah Vaithilingam Thaneswaran

Retired Deputy Principal cum Social worker

Unsuspectful of any untoward events that the angered
mother nature would unfold in a matter of minutes this robust and -
kicking septua generian look to his much adored-daily morning
chorus of physical exercise — and that too — on the beautiful sandy
beech of Mutual [Colombo North] on that fateful day — 26™ day of
December 2004.

Destiny decreed otherwise! the monstrous Tsunami tidal
waves which had swallowed by that time, precious life of both
young and old on the eastern and south eastern coasts of the Island
were spreading its insatiable tentacles to the southern and western
coasts as well. Thaneswaran was an inevitable fodder!

The untimely demise of Thaneswaran is grieved by several
of his relatives, colleagues, friends, well wishers and admirers here
and abroad. '

This versatile personality born on the 4® day of December,
1932 to orthodox Hindu parents of Urelu, Jaffna had his ancestral
home situated in the precints of the old and famous Urelu Pillayar
temple. There is no gainsaying that these factors had moulded him
into a thoroughly disciplined God fearing youngster with plenty of
fruits to harvest for his future.

Young Thaneswaran grew up with all his inborn traits and
talents finding expression by gods grace. He started “life” as a
Physical training instructor which is attributed to his unfailing health
up to the last. But his life was much more than that.
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Late Mr.Thaneswaran was a man of impeccable capacity.
He always found time, amidst his usual duties as a teacher which
he performed meticulously — to devote for his cherished social
activities which were extraneous to his billet. In his profession too
he was crowned with success rising by dint of hardwork to the
position of Deputy Principal, Stanley College, Jaffna from where
he retired.

He led a spectacular life involving himself in a variety of
activities. He was a dramatist and an actor par excellence. The
drama “NIRAIKUDAM” produced and directed by
KALAIPERARASU, A.T.Ponnuthurai of Kurumbasiddy remains
to date as a “Hallmark” in theatrical performance of the Sri Lankan
Tamil Diaspora.

Besides he was an eloquent speaker, compare and
announcer. There was hardly any school sports meet in the North
without late Mr. Thaneswaran occupying the dais as the announcer.
He was a much sought after person in this respect.

It is said that leaders are born. An addendum is that
leadership is trusted on certain people and there are self declared
leaders: Late Mr.Thaneswaran is undoubtly belonged to the first

type.

There were many who found solace in his company. He
was a man of courteous words and a believer of altruism.

This *“great Samaritan” would unreservedly shun all
formalities when it came to helping another person. Often he would
avail himself physically at the door step of the needy. This sterling
quality of him would ever remain green in the memories of one
and all.
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In fact the appreciation of these qualities was aptly
demonstrated at an event held at Toranto, Canada to felicitate him,
where unprecedented gathering were present which included not
only those who directly studied under him but also several others
who studied at various schools in Jaffna. At this ceremony he was
awarded with a memento in rememberance of his yeoman service
rendered to the society.

His sudden demise no doubt “Shook” all of us. It is sad that
this towering personality should breath his last in this manner. It is
most appropriate that we allocate this day to engage ourselves in
earnest prayers that his soul rest at the Golden feet of the almighty.

Kurumbasiddy K.V.Mahathevan,
Attorney at law. & Notary Public,
25.01.2005.

( ™
Thaneswaran’s glowing tribute to a close associate

on MR.K.P.N. 68 Birthday”

..... K.P.Nadanasigamany had his preliminary education

in the reputed Village School, Kuppilan Vigneswara M.V

and later proceeded to Chunnakam Skanda Varodaya

College for his higher education. He was very popular with
the students and staff and evinced great interest in educational
and Co-curricular activities......
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Real freedom is not something to be acquired, it is the
outcome of intelligence. These cannot be intelligence
when there is fear, or when the mind is conditioned.

- J.Krishnamurthi
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