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PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION

I 1avE attempted in this book to satisfy, as far"as possible, the need
for a werk on the early history of Ceylon. 1 made it my aim to
climinate all myths and legends, and base my history only on facts
which are fairly certain. I cannot'say that I have been altogether
successful.  To the research student many of the statements about
the early history of Ceylon appear as problems to he investigated,
rather than as facts on which a stable structure can be erected.

This book, therefore, does not pretend by any means to be
exhaustive or correct in allits details, It will take along time before
it will be possible to write such a history, as the amount of research
vet to be done 1s great, Though the Makdvansa has been edited
and translated with critical notes, most of the other literary works
have not received sufficient attention at the hands of scholars.
A large number of inscriptions have still to be edited and published,
and therefore even this certain source of information cannot yet be
fully exploited. The archaological work, too, has not advanced
very far, and has never been carried out with such thoroughness
as in India. Even of Anuradhapura a greater part has yet to be
cxcavated, and there are a number of other places, which, when
cxplored and execavated, are bound to yield vseful results.

I am indebted to the work of many for my information, but it
is not possible to mention all of them here. 1 canneot, however,
omit to acknowledge the nse | have made of 4 Short History of Cevlon
by Mr. H. W. Codrington, and the English translation of the Cula-
vansd, with critical notes, by Professor Wilhelm Geiger. I have to
thank:Prof. R, Marrs, Prof. S, A. Pakeman, the Rev. E. C. Dewick,
the Rev. Dr. Isaac Tambyal, the Rev. F. Kingsbury, Mr, L. E.
Blazé, Mr, J. L. C. Rodrigo, Mr. L. J. Gratiaen, Mr, A, M. K. Cumara-
swamy, Bhiklkhu Nirada, Mr. E. H, van der Wall and the Rev. C.
H. 5. Ward for their criticisms and supgestions. My thanks are
also due to Mr. 5. Paranavitana, for the invaluable help he gave
me in various ways: and to Professor Geiger, for writing the
Foreword,

AIR—A B




vi THE EARLY HISTORY OF CEYLON

The picture of the Vdddas is taken from Seligmann’s Veddas,
with the kind permission of the Cambridge University Press. All
the other illustrations were obtained from the Archaological
Department. The maps were drawn by Mr. D. J. Lokugg. .

For the spelling of names of persons and places I have followed
a uniform system, though sometimes it differs from the way in which
the words are popularty spelt. In the case of names of kings and
places I have adopted the forms most popular among the people,
without keeping strictly cither to the Pali or the Sinhalcse forms of
these names, but all of them are given in Appendix II.

G. C. MENDIS.

Marian Cotiage,
Dehswala, Ceylon.
August, 1932.

PREFACE TO FOURTH EDITION

IN this edition I have revised the greater part of the book, bringing
the facts up-to-date by making use of the latest research. I wish
to acknowledge my indebtedness to the history of the Colas by
Prof. Nilakanta Sastri and to many articles that have been written
by Prof. Wilhelm Geiger and Dr. S. Paranavitana. Dr. E. W.
Adikaram has been good enough to allow me to make use of his
valuable researches into the Pali Commentaries, and I am indebted
mainly to him for the changes made in sections five, six and seven
of the second chapter.

My thanks are due also to many persons who made suggestions.
for the improvement of the book, and I wish to acknowledge my
special obligation to Mr. A. T. A. de Souza for his very useful
criticisms.

G. C. MEn~DIS.
10th October, 1939.



PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION

IN this new edition almost the whole book has been rewritten.
Additional matter has been included, and the arrangement of the
material has been changed in many places. Four illustrations and
seven maps have been added.

The book has also been brought up-to-date by the use of many
new books and contributions to magazines. In this connection
I wish to make special mention of The Cambridge Shorier Hisiory of
India, edited by Prof. H. H. Dodwell, The History of Buddhist
Thought by Dr. E. J. Thomas, The Ancient Irvigation Works by
Mr. R. L. Brohier, and the articles in the Epigraphia Zeylanica and
the Ceylon Journal of Science by Mr. S. Paranavitina, the Acting
Archezological Commissioner, for whose discoveries and corrections
of earlier conclusions one cannot be too grateful.

My thanks are also due to many persons who have made
suggestions for the improvement of the book.

A ugusi, 1935.

PREFACE TO THIRD EDITION

IN this edition I have revised parts of certain sections and brought
the book up-to-date by making use of the latest research. I wish
to acknowledge my indebtedness to the article on The Gampola
Period of Ceylon History by Mr. H. W. Codrington in the R.4.S.
(C.B.) Journal, Vol. xxxii, No. 8.

April, 1938.

FOREWORD

By Pror. WILHELM GEIGER OF MUNICH

It is a well-known fact that for hardly any part of the continent
of India is there such an uninterrupted historical tradition as for
the island of Ceylon. This tradition up to the year a.D. 362 is con-
tained in the two Pali chronicles, the Dipavasisa and the Makavansa,
but the Mahdvarisa was continued later on up to the eighteenth
century, by diverse authors at diverse times, so that now it com-
prises the whole history of the island, from the first immigration
of the Aryans under Vijaya till the arrival of the English. This
chronicle is supplemented, and sometimes also corrected, by a large
number of works composed in the Pali or the Sinhalese language.
But it would be a great mistake to assume that a simple extract
from these books would yield true history, for they all require a
constant and penetrative criticism. Their authors are often one-
sided, and lay stress on things which are of less importance to the
historian than other events which they have passed over in silence.
This does by no means involve upon them the reproach of lack of
sincerity ; for it is quite intelligible for instance, that a bhikkhu—
and the compilers’of the various parts of the Mahdvansa were all
hhikkhus—has deeper interest in the rise and the decline of his
Church than in secular affairs. Moreover, the tradition of the
oldest period is wrapped up in myths and legends, and it is very
difficult to find out their historical kernel. In judging the more
recent parts of the chronicle, we ought not to forget that the whole
Mahavanisa is a k@vya, subject to all the rules of alankdra valid in
Indian literature ; and that always more ancient kguvyas served as
models for later compositions. Finally, regarding the historical
books outside the Mahgvanisa, we should always keep in mind
whether the divergent or the supplementary information contained
therein is taken from a trustworthy source or is simply inventions
and fictions of their respective compilers,
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Under such circumstances, it is a real pleasure for me to write
this Foreword to the work of Dr. . C. Mendis. For when T read
the manuscript, T saw with great satisfaction that this History of
Ceylon is written by a scholar who looks at the historical tradition
with critical eyes. Eliminating all legends and doubtful infor-
mation, he has based his description on facts which are certain or
at least probable.  Moreover, he has not confined himself to a mere

enumeration of events and names and chronological dates, but has '

also tried to describe the whole mental and economic colture, agri-
culture and commerce, art and literature, of the Sinhalese, and their
development from their beginnings up to the modern period. Thus
Dr. Mendis' book will be a rich source of interesting information to
all its readers; and this information is reliable, as far as this is
possible under the present conditions. I myself, though T may
sometimes dissent from the author in minor details, have read the
manuscript with great pleasure and advantage, and I trust the
book will find as many friends and admirers as it deserves.

WiLn. GEIGEER.

M finchen-Neubiberg,
Awugust, To32,
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a greater variety of racial stocks than the peoples of most parts of
[ndia.

2. THE VADDAR

The carliest settlers that came to Ceylon have left no written
records, and it is not possible to say with any certainty when,
whence, or how they came to this island. Nor is it possible 1o
iescribe with any accuracy their life and character, The only
triaces they have left of their existence are a few tonls, which consist
of =hells, chert and quartz, a dolmen or chamber of stone, a few
cists or primitive altars, and rock engravings found in two rock-
shelters.

The shells, cherts, and quartz so far discovered belong 1o what
is citlled the Paleolithic or the Old Stene Age. It is not certain who
used these implements, but since they have been found near cuves
neeupied by the Viddas they might have been nsed by these people
before they learnt the use of iron from the Aryans.

The life and character of the Viddas® and their history have
leen studied by those who are interested in the primitive races of
mankind, and it is possible to gain some idea about their migriations
and the nature of the lile they led in the dim past,

The Véddas or hunters are a short, wavy-haired, long-headed
vace, with moderately long f{aces and moderately broad noses,
They belong to the same racial stock as the pre-Dravidian jungle
tribes of South India such as the Irulas and the Kurumbars, and
wre sadid Lo be racially connected with the Toalas of the Celebes, the
Bitin of Sumatra, and the Australian aborigines.

The original home of these peoples has not yet been discovered,
and it is also not known how they spread from India as far as Aus-
tralia. It is possible that, like the wild animals that came from
South ' India to Cevlon, the Viddas occupied this island at a time
when it was not separated from India as now by a streteh of sea.

Ve Jetter *4' is pronounced like o in belesiy.

A
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At the time the Viiddas came to Ceylon they were,-as a {ew of
them still are, in the earliest stage of man's development, Their
chief occupation was hunting, and they lived on the flesh of wild
animals which they killed with their bows and arrows. In the
rainy season they took shelter in caves, and in the dry season lived,
near the rivers to which the wild animals came to quench thei
thirst. They did not know the use of cotion or wool, and their
clothes consisted of garments of #i#f bark or of leaves. Their stong;
est ties were those of the family, and the whole family had to
answer for the acts of its members. Each individual, therefore,
subardinated his interests to those of his family in order to obtai
its protection. The families further united in clans for purposes
of hunting and for defence against their enemies. The religion o
the Viddas was a form of animism. They believed in a life afte
death, and, when they were overwhelmed by sickness or misfortune
they sought through offerings the help of their dead ancestors.

Since the Viddas lived by hunting they had a very difficul
existence.  They were often not sure of their foed, and were con
stantly in danger of their life. They had to shift from place t
place according to the movements of the wild animals, and thei
time was taken up so much in providing themselves with the ban
means of existence that they found hardly any leisure for othe

pursuits.

The settlement of the Viiddas in Ceylon led to no import
ant results. They made no contribulion to the civilization
Ceylon and their only service lay in the help they rendere
in forming the Siihalese race. According to Dr. Seligmam
who has made the most thorough study of the Vidda
the up-country Sinhalese have absorbed a considerab
amount of Vidda blood, This mixture probably took place
the Viddas adopted ageiculture, learned the Sinhalese languag
and lived side by side with the Sinhalese community. D
Seligmann is also of opinion that the Bandira cult among t
Kandyans, which consists of making offerings {0 deceased chie

P
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and prumincnt. ancestors, is a remnant of the Vadda practice of
propitiating the dead.:

3. THE PEoPLES OF THE NEW STONE AGE

The dolmen and the cists referred to in the previous section
belong to the Neolithic or the New Stone Age.  The dolmen is found
at Padiyagampola, near Rambukkana, and the cists in the Batti-
caloa District and in the Nuvaragam Pald a of the North Central
Province. Similar monuments have been discovered in Souih
India, but it is not certain what peoples erected them,

The ancient tribes of Ceylon mentioned in the Makivensa
are Sifihala (lion), Taraccha (hyena), Lambakaina (hare or goat),
Balibhdjaka (crow), Moriya (peacock), and Kulinga (fork-tailed
shrike). All these names probably show that the catly tribes of
Ceylon were people who tock their clan names from totems, or
emblems of beasts and birds which they worshipped. There were
no totemistic tribes among the Atyans referred to in the Rigiéda,
the collection of the poems of the Aryans who settled in N.W. India
ind, therefore these tribes could not have been Aryan by blood,
There.was a tribe called the Mériyar in South India at {he beginning
of the Christian era. According to the Mahdvasnsa there was in
South India a tribe by the name of Lambakaina in the twelith
century. Therefore it is possible that these tribes of Ceylon were
also peoples of another stock who had occupied India before the
arrival of the Dravidians, But more evidence is necessary before

we can connect these tribes with the neolithic monuments that
have been discovered, v f

LIt is most probably the Viddas that are referred to
Vijuya in the Makavaise as the Pulindas who lived in the repion of
Adam's Peak, The Pulindas, according to Sanskrit literary works, wers
outcaste tribes that lived in the hill-districts of India, The Sabaras was
also a name given to hill-tribes that lived by hunting..
the village Habaragama near Ratnapura, which gaveils
timss to the province of Sabaragamuva, is probably reminiscent of their
occupation of this region around Adam's Pealk. It isnot known by what
name the Yiddas called themselves in those days.

in the story of

Hence the name of
name in Portuguess
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4. THE ARvans

The next people to come to this island were the Aryans. The

word Aryan is the name given to those Indo-European peoples who

settled in Pergia and India, The term Indn-IEurrrPeuH, strictly
speaking, does not refer to a race, and is the name given to a ]‘:Lrlge
group of peoples who speak languages 1_|1El’f had a common origin.
The oldest of these languages is Sanskrit, and the others include
Persian, Greek, Latin, Celtic and Gothic. It is not yet known
definitely in which region the parent ?f all thq:':.-:e languages was
spoken. Some locate it in Central Asia, some in South Russia,
some in North Germany, and others in Hungary.

The ;Tryams. from whatever region t]]?}' SlElli'tE!d 1!1.cir wander-
ings, entered India long before tooo n.c. The ngi‘:j!?.!a gives us some
idea of their life and customs when they were living in the Indus
valley. They were in the main L pitﬁtul':llf ‘peup]_e, b}n_ were
acouainted with the methods of u;,rrn:ultur_v.. .l.he:"- lived in tr]’r_lcs
and were ruled by kings who were also their military leaders, The
kings conld not act as they liked. They had to be gmc}ed by the
tribal assembly called the samiti or sabla, .W]IEI'(: all lmlpol'l:mt
matters alfecting the tribe were discussed. 1 hey yece assisted by
oilier chiefs such as the purehila, the domestic priest, and th

graman’, who was cither a village headman or a petty 1111111.;1ry.

leader,

From the north-west the .'-‘fryanﬁ migrated eastwards a;d
sonthwards mainly along the banks of rivcrsj and before li_mg
5;1}1'c;|,r1'm'c1' the whole of Tndiulnurth of the Vindhya 1Mnumums,
As they scattered they mixm]_mt]u m}wr rices, and their language
was adopted by many non-Aryan tribes.

The Arvans who settled in Ceylon® came no u:luui_.ﬂ. from the
northern part of India, but it 15 not cerfain {rom Iw]nr‘!! ]mri._r;f
that region the original setilers cime. U!u: way to Ax lht].].- _]ndizu
habitat is to find out to which ancient Indian language old Sinhales

1 The coming of the Arvans to Ceylon is representied in the Makivarks
b e landing of Vijaya and his followers, but this legend is a story of late

growth and offers no certain basis for making any inferences.
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i« most closely allied, but so fur the study of ancient Indian dialects
and of Sifhalese has not advanced sufficiently for us to draw any
definite conclusion,

The Er}ran settlers probably came to Ceylon about soo B.c,
from the west and the east coasts of India in merchant vessels that
travelled along the Indian coast ; and were no doubt attracted by
the fertility of the soil, the hospitable climate, the open plain
extending inwards from the coast on all sides, the harbours which
ire safe for small vessels, and the many navigable rivers which
allord casy access into the interior.  The carliest evidence of their
settlements is found in pre-Christian inscripticns inan Aryan dialect
from which modern Sinhalese developed ; and these show that be-
fore the beginning of the Christian era they had settled in the
northern, the south-eastern and the eastern plains of the island,
The western and the south-western coasts were little occupied,
but a few people settled at Kilaniya and went into the interior
ilong the river,

There is no definite information which sheds any light with
regard to the character of these Aryans who settled in Ceylon apart
from the fact that they spoke an Aryan dialect. Hence it is
not possible to state whether they were Aryan by blood or
whether they were a non-Aryan people who had adopted an
vryan dialect as their language. If the latter is true it is possible
that they were no others than the totemistic tribes themselves
I whom reference has already been made.  The Sinhala clan was

probably the most influential of these tribes, and gradually gave
ils name! to the people and the language, and then to the island
iselle

I The Angles similarly gave their name to the people and tl;p language

of England and then to the conntry—Angle-land.

2 The modern name of the island, Ceylon, and the name given to it by

the Arabs, Serendib, are only modifications of the old name Sinhaladipa, the
lnlanid of the Sifihalese.
I Twmbapanni.

The name by which Ceylon was first known in India
Lanka means island.



4 THE EARLY HISTORY OF CEYLON
The chief occupation of the Aryans at this time was agriculture,
and they led a settled life attacked to their homes and the soil,
They had a better control over the supply of their food than hunters
and pastoral folk, and this afforded them some security. As
agricultural activities did not keep them busy throughout the year
* they had a chance of leading a social life, of improvirg their minds

and of satisfying their spiritual needs.?

The coming of the Aryans marks the beginning of an important
stage in the history of Ccylc-n._Faw people influenced the coursel
of its history as these early Aryan adventures did. Sinhalese)
their language, is still the most widely spoken in Ceylen.  Irom
which they introduced is yet the mdst widely used metal in the
island, Agriculture, which they brought to this island, is even
today the main occupation of the people, and rice, which they]
first cultivated, is still the staple food of Ceylon. They werd
also the first to introduce the system of wvillage governd
ment, which persists up to the present day in the foom of the
gansabld@ and their system of central government continued
to flourish till the early days of British rule.

5. THE DRAVIDIANS

Another stock of people who helped to form the Sifihalese
race was the Dravidians. There is no evidence to show when they,
first came to this island, but they undoubtedly came frem thel
earlicst times onwards, either as invaders or as peaceful immigrants3
Most of them gradually adopted the Sinhalese language, as some
of them still de in some of the coastal districts, and were merged i

the Sinhalese population.

1 There is no record which gives any account of the strugples of the Aryang
with the carlier inhabitants, The Yakshas and the Nigas mentioned ing
Buddhist works of this time do not refer to human beings. Hence if thael
Arvans were the totemistic tribes the only people they could have metl werg
the Viddas, There is no evidence to show that the Viddas passed through
a Copper or Ironze Age. Therefore they w_ilh their weapons of stone could
not have raised any serious opposition to the Aryans who had already entercd]

the Iron Age.
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When the Dravidians came to India they mixed with the
carlier inhabitants as the Aryans did later, and many Indian tribes
in turn adopted their language. The word * Dravidian,” therefore,
dnes not represent a distinet race, but, like the word ' Aryan,’ is
4 convenient label to designate those who speak Dravidian

lingnages such as Tamil, Malayi] un, Kanarese, or Telugu,

At the time the Aryans entered India the Dravidians occupied
not only South India, but also the greater part of North India,?
bt there is no definite evidence to show [rom where they came Lo
these regions. In Baluchistan there exists up to the present day
i [orm of Dravidian speech called Brahiil.  As there is hitherta no
cvidence of any tribe having migrated out of India by the north-
west passes to settle elsewhere, some think that the existence of
this Dravidian dialect in Baluchisiin is sufficient evidence for
inferring that the Dravidians, like the Ery:lns. entered India {rom
the north-west.

There is sufficient evidence to prove that in the early
centuries of the Christian era the Dravidians helped to form the
Sinhalese race, but nothing has so far been discovercd to show that
during that time they made any neteworthy contribution to the
civilization of Ceylon. The Dravidian influence became con-
iderable after the invasions and the oceupation of Ceylon by the
(olis, and it grew stronger with the Findya invasions. At the
L»ginning of the thirteenth century the Dravidians established an
indepzndent kingdom in the north, and in the fourteenth century
cven exacted tribute from the south, They exercised their cultural
influence mainly through Hinduism, which not enly became firmly
vstablished in the eleventh century, but also influenced Buddhism
to a considerable extent.

1 In the Rigedda there is a second serics of dental letters Ahe so-called
cercbhrals. These letters are absent in Persian and in all lndo-Turopoan
languages, but are characteristic of the Dravidian languages.  The Aryans
could not have borrawed these sounds had there not been Dravidians living in
Morth India at this time,
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It 15 difficult to gauge the extent of Tamil blood among the
Suihalese, but there is no doubt that it is considerable. Otherwise
it is difficult to explain why the Sinhalese language, not only in its
vocabulary but also in its structure, shows the influence of Tamil)
so strongly, and why the Sinhalese caste-system is so similar to the
casie-system of South India,

f. BupbuisMm

There is no satisfactory evidence to give us any idea of the
religion of the early Aryan settlers of Ceylon, but by the time that
definite evidence is available (i.e. by the first century B.c.)
Buddhism had spread into every part they occupied.:

The rise of Buddhism was preceded by many centuries of
religions development in India. The Aryans, when they occupic
north-west India, had a religion with a fairly extensive ritual.
Their gods consisted mainly of natural phenomena like the sun an
thunder, Since in their experience only living beings moved an
acted, they looked upon these not as lifeless objects but as person:
agents that could influence their lives, In their hymns they gav
them names, calling the sun 'Vislon' and thunder ‘Indra’, anc
described them as wearing clothes, bearing arms, and riding in
chariots like themselves, They were convinced that their own
happiness and misfortunes depended on these gods. They offered
them prayers and sacrifices, and expected the gods in turn to grant
them favours and save them from harm,

This nature-worship in course of time underwent a great
change. The sacrifices offered to the gods were gradually elabora-
ted by the Bidimin priests into a complex system of rites and
ceremonies.  Great emphasis was laid on these, and people began
to concentrate more on the correct performance of ceremonies than
on good lving, About the same time there arose in India the
belief that men and women were born over and over again in this

1 1L is sometimes assumted that the religion of the Aryans who came to
Ceylon was Brihmanism ;| but there seems to be no justification for haolding
suchaview. Atthattime the chiel centre of Brabmanism was the central
portion of North India, and there were many tribes of Aryvan descent who!
were outsido the pale of Brihmanism.
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nniverse, and that the position of an individual in each rebirth
depended on his Aarme or his actions in his preceding life. The
spread of this belief made many ponder deeply on the evils of life
and the problem of recurring births and grow dissatisfied with the
mere performance of sacrifices and rites which assured them not
release from suffering but only of a birth in a higher state of life.
These, seeking a means of obtaining meksha or complete release
from suffering in this life itself, withdrew from the worldly life and
[ullowed the ways of asceticism.

Many who took to this ascelic life suggested ways of release,
and one of these teachers was Gautama Buddha, who was born
about 563 s.o. He belonged to the Sakya clan, a semi-independent
leibe that lived to the south of Nepal. He rejected the worship
of mods and the offering of saerifices, as these did not lead to release.
Ie did not advocate extreme forms of asceticism like self-mortifica-
tion, as these gave him no satisfaction. He accepted the ascetic
view that existence is pain, and attributed this pain to lankd or
craving.  To overcome this craving he suggasted the practice of
(e noble eightfold path, which consists in right views, right
thoughts, right speech, right action, right means of livelihood,
right endeavour, righ mindfulness, and right concentration. In
ather words he preached a course of sel-culture and sell-control,
whirh was to end in the state of an erabal or sainthood and the
altainment of wirpdna or a state of bliss free from rebirth.

It was not possible for a man who led the life of 2 houzeholder
fo earry out this course of self-culture and attain the state of an
avahat,  Therefore the Buddha established a smighe or order ol
Wl leshens  or monks which those who wanted to follow him might
He made the bhikshus cut themselves off from the hindrances
ol worldly ties and pleasures and lead a life of celibacy and poverty,
ilepending for their [ood and clothing on the alms of the laymen.

This docs not mean that the Buddha neglected those who were
not willing to give up the life of a householder. To them ke gave
imoral discourses, and urged them to give up killing, and to live a
Wi of purity that they might obiain happiness in this life and be
liin next time in o higher state of life,  But he did not establish



12 THE EARLY HISTORY OF CEYLON

for them any organization such as the Christians have. Nor did
he try to wean them away from their worship of gads or other
religious practices, so long as they did not act contrary to his

teaching.

The Buddha when alive was treated with great reverence, not
only as the teacher of the way of release but also as one who lived
the highest form of life and had attained great spiritual powers.
After his death in 483 p.c. his followers further showed him their
respect and devotion by paying their homage o bo-trees, under
one of which he is said to have reached enlightenment, and the
dagdbas, which were believed to contain his relics.

7. ThHe Coming oF BuppHISM FrRoM InDia To CEYLON

The spread of Budd]gibm at first was duc mainly to the
efforts of the bhikshus who handed down the diamma, the teaching
of the Buddha. The first home of Buddhism was in Magadha
(South Bihar), the capital of which was Rijagaha (Rijagriha),
which stood between modern Patna and Buddh Gaya, where Buddha
reached enlightenment. From there Buddhism gradually spread
westwards along the well-known routes and became well-established
in Avanii, the region to the north of the river Narbacd, andin
regions as far off as Kashmir in the north-west,

As Buddhism spread and grew the Sangha, owing to differcnces
of opinion, divided themselves into various schools such as the
Mahasanghikas, the ThEraviding, the Sarvastividins, Vajjiputtakas,
and the Mahinsasakas. The chiel centres of the TLéravadins in
the early days were Kdsamlbi on the river Jumna, near modern
Allahabid, and the district of Avanii, where the Tlréraiida or
Lili Canon of Ceylon is believed by many to have been elaborated,

Buddhism probably made a quicker advance frem the last
quarter of the fourth century B.C., when Chandrzgupta, who be-
longed to the Maurya (Mériya) clan, became the ruler of the whole
of North India, and established peace within his deminions. His
grandson, Addka (254-237 B.C.), is unique among rulers as one whose
chief aim was to spread morality and make his people lezd good
lives, After he had reigned for some years he became a convert
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1o Buddhism, and took a personal interest in spreading his new
(aith in India and in foreign countries with which he had political
and trade relations,  OF the missionaries that left Tndia a fow, led
Iy Mahinda, came to Ceylon, and within two centuries Buddhizm
spread into every inhabited part of the island.

The quick spread of Buddhizm in Ceylon was due to many
reasons, | King Dévinanpiya Tissa, whao ruled at Anuradhapura?
at this time, welcomed missionaries sent under the patronage of a
powerful emperor like Asoka, and did his best to help them in
spreading their teaching. Mahinda and his followers found it
isy to preach to the people, as their languzge was not very different
[rom their own and they could make themselves understood.  There
wits no religion sufficiently powerful or organized to oppose them,
and they did not come into conflict with the worship of local geds,
for their chief aim was to make people join the Sargha or make
them lead good lives and not to wean them away from existirg
vilts. | Moreover, as agricultural activities gave the Sifhalese
sufficient leisure for religious and cultural development, the vffids &s
{the Buddhist monasteries) as centres of learning and instructicn
aipplied a need which had hitherto not been satisfied.

8. Tue IxrLuExNceE oF BUnDpHISM oN CFYLOK

At the time Buddhism was introduced the pecple of Ceylen
were superstitious and to some extent barbarous in their practices,
anil their religion was nothing more than animism and worship of
capricious gods and demons.  Under such conditions Buddhism
Jul not fail to exercise a vital influence.  Its doctrine of karame,
the law of cause and effect, showed at least the more intelligent
peaple that happiness or suffering depended partly on themselves
and not on the whims and fancies of gods and demons,  Its lofty
moral code helped them to develop an ethical turn of mind. Its
religious practices such as the observance of the five precepts gave
them some discipline, and its teaching of kindness 1o men and
animals and the noble examples et by the bhikshus helped to wean

1 The form “Anviddhapura’ appears to have come into existence only
fowards the emd of the North Indign Pericd 1. Farlier it was called
Aouridbagama.
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them away from [amily feuds and tribal warfare which hindered
their agriculrural activities.

The introduction of Boddhism had alse other results, Th
Buddhi.t missionaries Lrought not only a religious message but
also much of the culture of their land,  Their seriptures, the Fili
Canon, were the first literary works that came to this country,
They consisted of a large number of books and were composed in a
mixed Aryan dialect which was later called Iali. Iali is a
language rich in expression, and it continued to be used by the
blikshus of Ceylon for the writing of books, just as Latin con-
tinued to be employed in medieval times in Europe by the
monks of the Christian Chureh,  Sinhalese, which is akin to
Fali, is indebted to it for many of its ethical, psyclological, an
philosophical terms.

The Pali Canon is also called the Tipitaka, or the three baskets,
a5 il is divided into three sections—the Finaya, therules of disciplin
for the biikshus ; the Dhamma or the Swfta, the discourses of th
Buddha and some of his disciples ; and the Abdhidhamaa which
deals with the philosophy of Buddhism. The books of the Snlla
Priaka deal mainly with topics that help a bhikshu to lead a religious
life, but a few works, are of 4 popular character and have a special
appeil to the laity,  Of these the best known is the Jafwka, which
along with its introduetion, the Nidana Kathd, and it commentary,
consists of tales dealing with the life of 1he Buddha in his
previous births,  They relate how as a dadlrsadivg or one destined
to be a Buddha he put off the attainment of sirviga and followed
an arduous career in order to prepare himsell for Buddhahood for
the sauke ol saving others. These stories have always been popular
with the Sinhalese people, both on account of the fascination of
the tales and the moral lessons they embodied, Many of the Pali
and the Sinhalese literary works begin with an account of the life
of the Buddha, including his activities as a {adhisafiza, while some
of the [alakas hgae been chosen by Sinthalese poets as subjects of
their pocms, ;1::9 others have influenced the growth of legends
such as those of Vijaya and Pandukibhaya.
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The art of writing also came to Ceylon along with Buddhism.
Il characters in the carliest inscriptions of Ceylon, which are yet
{n he seen above or below the drip-ledges of caves [eg. at
Itambulla), and from which the modern Sinhalese seript developed,

are ilmost the same as the Bralhmi script in the inscriplions of

Auoka,

The Brihmi script is the parent of all modern Indian
alphabets, including Tamil. It 1s similar to the type of Phenician
writing of the ninth century pm.c. found carved on a stone
in Palestine. The Sinhalese alphabet, therefore, like all modern
lnropean alphabets, has to be traced ultimately to a Semitic origin
o Lo some other seript like thal discovered at Mohenjo-daro and
Harappa which too shows some affinities with the Brahmi script.

The evolution of alphabets usually took a long period of time
and Ceylon was fortunate in getting through the bhikshus an
alphabet sufficiently developed to express all the different sounds
in the Sinhalese language.!

Sifthalese brick and stone architecture and sculpture first
appeared after the introduction of Buddhism.  The earliest build-
ings erected in Ceylon were dagibas and vihargs while the oldest
seulptures represented some feature of Buddhism. The spread of

tuddhism thus helped considerably the development of architectwe

in Lhe island, and the art of sculplure received a great imperus later
when it became the custom to have an imagehouse in every vihire
(liat was built.

This development in architecture and sculpture was parlly
e to the fact that the Buddhist missionaries who came to Ceylon

1 The art of writing began with rough pictures of the things the people
wanted to represent.  The Viddas, for instance, never went beyoud 1his
atage. Next o symbeol was substituted Tor the full picture, as in Chinese
writing.  In the third stage, as in the Sinhasese alphabet, the svmbol came
i be used for the thing as well as the sound,  This simplified the art of writ-
ing.  Otherwise, as in China, the student would have to learn hundreds of
pymbols in prder to cxpress his thoughts in writing.
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did not break away altogether from their brethren in India. The
Aryans, oace they settled here, did not long keep up their connection
with their kinsmen in India. The bhikshus, on the other hand,
kept in touch with the Buddhist centres in India, and thus helped
the pzople of Ceylon to benefit by the social and cultural movements
that took place on the sub-continent.

Buddhism further gave a certain sense of unity to the people.
It is true that, unlike the Christian Church, the Buddhist Sangha
was not united under a single administrative system, and that each
community of bhikshus lived its own life uncontrolled by a higher
authority. It is equally true that the bhikshus interfered very
little in the secular affairs of the people and made no attempt to
organize them in any way. Nevertheless, the Buddhist teach-
ing and the common culture that the bhikshus spread throughout
the island gave the various tribes and races common ideals which
gradually linked them in one common society. '

CHAPTER 1I

THE NORTH INDIAN PERIOD I

It has already bzen seen how much the beginnings of the history of
Ceylon depended on events that took place in India. The later
history of Ceylon up to the coming of the Portuguese, too, cannot
bz studied intelligently without some knowledge of at least the
most important changes that occurred in the sub-continent.
Ceylon during this period formed a unit of the civilization of India,
and whatever was thought and done on the mainland had a pro-
found influence on the life of the people of this island. This era
up to the coming of the Portuguese, therefore, may appropriately
bz called the Indian Period since the periods of Ceylon history are
determined mainly by the coming of foreign influences and the
later periods are already called the Portuguese, the Dutch and the
British Periods.
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# This Indian Period may be divided again into the North Indian
and the South Indian Periods, since Ceylon was influenced mainly
by North India up to the Cdla conquest and by South India
during the following five centuries up to the arrival of the
Portuguese. The North Indian .Period may be further divided
into two periods. ‘

The North Indian Period I may be said to begin with the reign
of Devananpiya Tissa (247-207 B.C.), the contemporary of Asoka
(274-237 B.C.), as it is only after the coming of Buddhism that it is
possible to write any connected story of the events of the history
of Ceylon. This period ends with the reign of Mahasen (A.D. 334-
362), the great builder of tanks, who was the first to work against
the bhikshus of the TLéravada community and to support the sects
that opposed them. This period is marked by four South Indian
invasions, but, in spite of them, Ceylon during this time made great
headway in agriculture and irrigation and benefited by the ipflyence
of Buddhism and the A¢dkan civilizatiol.

1. INDIA

The peaceful condittos.af India, which was referred to in the
last chapter, came to an end at the death of Asoka., His successors
were weak rulers, ang {he various kings who had been obliged to
acknowledge his supremacy began to assert gradually their inde-
pendence. India once more fell into a state of confusion. Itbecame
a madley of warring kingdoms trying to extend their dominions at
the expense of their ncighbours. At the same time the frontiers,
which had hitherto been carefully guarded, began to be neglected,
and the north-west passes lay open to invasions by races from
Central Asia. - )

In the confusion that prevailed the Kalingas, who occupied
the region watered by the Mahanadi, the Sunigas, whose capital was
Vidisd (modern Besnagar), the Satavahanas who occupied a part
of the Dzccan including the Andhra country between the Godavari
and the Krishn3, and the Greeks, who came through the north-
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west passes, all tried to be the supreme power in India.* The
Satavahanas from about the second century B.C. extended their
dominions westwards up the valley of the Gédavaii to the table-
land of the Nasik district, and during the first century B.C. wrested
Ujjain and, later, Vidisd from the Sungas. Thus they acquired a
great kingdom and maintained thelr power, till the middle of
the third century A.p.

Apart from these military successes there was another reason
that led to the rise and prosperity of the Satavahanas. The Greck
kingdom of Syria, which extended {rom the north-west border of
the Mauryan Empire to the Mediterranean Sea, broke up even
before the death of Asdka, and it became difficult for goods to be
conveyed safely from India by the north-west passes to Europe.
As a result goods from Pataliputra were carried to Bhrigukaccha
on the west coast through Vidisa and Ujjain and then by sea, either
by way of the Persian Gulf or by the Red Sea. Since routes frem
north, south, cast and west met at Ujjain, this became the chief
emporium of trade in India, while Vidisa, the home of Mahinda,
which lay on its cast, also became an important town. The remark-
able position to which Vidisa rose can be realized even today from
the large number of ancient monuments in its neighbourhood (e.g.
in Sanchi), which were set up during the successive dynasties of the
Mauryas, the Sungas and the Satavdhanas.

The Satavahana kings were followers of Brahmanism, but they
gave Buddhism every encouragement. The widespread activities of
Buddhism under them can be seen from the remains of dagibas and
sculptures at Amaravati and Négarjunikcnda on the river Krisl na,

1 The political divisions of India at the period now under consideration
consisted of three main regions. The mostimportant of the three consisted
of the plains in the north watered by the Indus and the Ganges. The second
in importance was the Deccan plateau, lying to the south of the Narbada
and the Vindhya mountains and to the north of thc Krishpa and the Tunga-
bhadra rivers. The western half of it formed the ancient Maharashtra, and
the eastern half Telingana, with Kalinga on its north. The third region,
which was generally called South India, lay to the south of the Krishni and
the Tungabhadra, and consisted of the three Tamil states of Cola, Pandya,
and Céra.
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and the famous halls cut out of the rocks at Karle, Nasik and Ajanta
in Western India. Nigirjuna, the great Buddhist teacher, who
lived in the latter part of the second century A.D., and gave the
doctrines of Mahayana Buddhism a definite form, was a native of
the Andhra country, and Nagarjunik(nda was probably the place
in which he lived.r

South India céhsisted of three kingdoms, Pzndya, Céla and
Céra? or Kérala. AsOka mentions them in his inscriptions. Bud-
dhism and Jainism had convertsin these regions before the Christian
era ; for caves in the Madura and the Tinnevelly districts, occupied
by Jain and Buddhist bhikshus, possess inscriptions in pre-Christian
Brahmi characters. Greek and Roman writers mention these
kingdoms even earlier, beginning from the fourth century B.c.

It is not possible, however, for want of proper records, to give
a connected political history of South India during this period,
though a large number of literary works dealirg with war, love

1 Ceylon’s connection with North Tndia was maintained during this time
through three well-known routes, two of which passed through the Satavahana
kingdom. All the three routes started from Pataliputra (mcdern Patna).
One of these passed through Prayaga (Allahabad), Kausambi (Késambi),
Bharhut,Vidisa, Ujjain, Mahishmati (Mandhata), and Pratishthana(Paithan)
to the mouths of the Gédavar: and the Krishpa, and thence to Ceylon.  The
second continued from Ujjain to the seaport of Bhrigukaccha (Bharukaccha
and modern Broach), from which people sailed southwards along the coast
of western India to Ceylon, after touching at Surparaka (Sopara) in the Thana
district of the Bombay Presidency. Along the third route people travelled
direct by ship across the Bay of Bengal. They started from Pataliputra,
went along the Ganges to Tamralipti (Tamluk), and from there to Ceylon,
along the east coast. The bhikshus who came to Ceylon probably followed
the first route, and the traders the second and the third. The second was
the best known at the beginning of the Christian era.

2 Ancient Papdya included the greater part of the modern Madura and
Tinnevelly districts. Its capital was at first Kolkai, on the river Tamraparn’,
and later Madura. Céla extended along the east coast frcm the Penner to
the Vellar, and westwards as far as Coorg. Its capital at first was Uraiyur
(old Trichinopoly) and later Kaveripattinam. Kafichi (Conjeeveram) was
another of its large towns. Céra, or Kérala, consisted of modern Travancore
and Cochin and the Malabar district. Its capital at first was Vadiji (now
Tirukarar, on the Periyar river near Cochin) and later T iruvafjikkalam,
near the mouth of the Periyar,
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and religion appeared at this time. A few kings such as Karikila
of Cila and Senguttuvan of Céra are mentioned in the early
poems but what is said even about them is not always reliable and
cannot be taken as true history.

These literary works, generally called the ‘Sangam’ literature,
show that Tamil society at this time was going through a transfor-
mation as a result of the influence of Brahmanism, Buddhism and
Jainism. They refer to Hindu gods like Siva and Visknu as well as
local deities like Muruhan, who later found a place in the Hindu
pantheon as Siva’s son, Skanda, and Patt'ni who are worshipped in
Ceylon even at the present day. The literary works themselves
are often based on Sanskrit models and their contents show the
influence of Aryan ideas which came to South India through tke
Jains, the Buddhists and the Brahmins.

South India was well known at the time on account of its
oreign trade. The pecople who came to trade with this region
first were the Arabs. Their place was taken at the beginning of
the Christian era by the Greek subjects of the Roman Empire, who
discovered that the monsoons could be made use of to carry ships
from the Gulf of Aden over the high seas to India. From the time
of the Roman Emperor Augustus (31 B.C.-A.D. 14) till the death of
Nero in 4.D. 68 there was a great dcmand in the Roman Empire for
spices, muslins, pearls, and precious stones, and that the Greeks
conveyed to Rome these articles from South India is shown by the
fact that the Greek words for pepper, ginger, and cinnamon are
Jderived from Tamil words.? After the death of Nero the trade
dwindled, but it continued till the early part of the third century.
The produce of Ceylon, too, was taken at first to South India to be
sold to the Greeks there, but this trade with India ceased in tke
second century A.D. when the Greeks came direct to Ceylon for the
exports of this island.

1 Pepper, Gk. peperi, T. pippali; ginger, Gk. ziggiberris, T. ifiji-ver;
cinpamon, Gk. km'pion, T. karuppu.
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2. THE EARLY SETTLEMENTS

At the beginning of this period there were two main
settlements or centres of population in Ceylon. They were the
northern plain, with Anuridhapura as its capital, and Ruhina,
the south-castern part, the capital of which was Miagama.

In the northern region access into the interior was along the
main rivers, and the sources of these were not far from one another.
Anurddhapura became the capital both on account of its central
position and of its strategic position on the Malvatu Oya. The
Malvatu Oya flows into the sea not very far from Mantai (Matcta)
near Mannar, and the invaders from South India after landing at
Mantai usually came along the river in order to reach the irterior
of the island. Anuradhapura was safe from sudden attack as it
was some distance from the coast, while at the same time it was so
placed that the march of the enemies into the interior could be
checked from there. The south-eastern settlements were mainly
along the four rivers—Valavé Ganga, Kirindi Oya, Manik Ganga,
and Kumbukkan Oya—which flow into the sea in almost parallel
lines from the southern edge of the central mountains. Magama,
too, was in a central position and was safe from attack by foreigners
‘on account of its distance from the sea.

The chief reason for the more extensive occupation of these
areas was the scope they gave for agriculture. They were watercd
by many rivers and covered by a jungle not too dense, and were
far more suitable for the cultivation of rice than the south-west and
the mountainous region, which were covered by dense forests and
possessed little flat land close to the rivers to be used as fields.

These two regions had close relations from the earliest times
as they were connected by the Mahavili Ganga. There was a
direct route in those days between the two capitals Anurddhapura
and Magama. It passed through Kahagala and Ritigala, and
reached Magantota (Kacchakatittha) which is near the junction
of the Mahavili Ganga and its tributary, the Amban Ganga. From
there it went along the bank of the Mahavili Ganga to Alutnuvara
(Mahiyang. n1) and then to Buttala, which lay on the upper part
of the Manik Garga, before it finally reached Magama.
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There was a third settlement in the area watered by the Kalani
Ganga, but there is very little information about it either in the
chronicles or in the inscriptions. This region probably did not
come under the influence of the kings of Anuradhapura or Magama.
Owing to the heavy rainfall it must have been thickly wooded on
either side and difficult of penetration. It was also not easily
accessible from the north or the south-east as the rivers of this
region flowed from east to west.

It is not certain which of the coastal regions was first occupied.
It is possible that the Aryans first settled in the north-west of
Ceylon owing to the pearl-banks in its neighbourhood, and thken
gradually made their way to the south-east. But it is equally
likely that all the three coastal regions were independently occupicd

by sea-going people, who gradually went into the intcrior along:
the rivers. '

The central highlands, called Malaya, were little occupied as:
they were difficult of access. The few Aryan settlers who penetra-
ted into this region probably went up along the Mahavili Ganga
and the Valavé Ganga. The difficulties of access often made it,
even during this pzriod, the home of rebels and of defeated causes.

3. PovrrticaL HiSTORY

The Aryan occupation of these regions led to the rise of
a number of villages which were ruled by gamanis or village chiefs.
The gamani of Anuradhagama in the north and the gamani of
Magama in the south-east gradually extended their power, and
at the time Buddhism was introduced into this island they had
becoms kings of the north and the south-east respectively.

Reference has already been made of King Devananpiya Tissa
(247-207 B.C.) in whose reign Buddhism was introduced into Ceylon.
He belonged to the Moriya clan and his-descendants ruled over
Ceylon till the throne was seized by an usurper called Subha in A.D.
120." Some time after the death of Devananpiya Tissa adventurers
from South India are said to have invaded Ceylon twice, seized
Anurddhapura, and ruled for some time over the island. The
second of these invasions was made by a Tamil named E]ara
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(145-101 B.C.) who ruled over the noti}ﬁ&hg@g&'g@tl&l heoway-ptt-£8
death by Dutugdmrnu (ror-77 "B®3 the d@ggu;h}ma
Dutugdmurnu at the end of the second century B.C. Mm&ﬂgl
petty kings and the Tamil Elara, and became the chief ruler of the
northern and the south-eastern districts. He is the greatest hero
of Sinhalese legend, which describes him as a mighty warrior who
freed Ceylon from Tamil rule, and as a generous benefactor of
Buddhism who built the Ruvanvili SAya and the Lovamahapaya
(Brazen Palace), which were the dagiba and the ugdsatha house of
the Mahavihare. :

Dutugidmunu was succeeded by his brother SaddkLa ‘Ti‘ssa
(77-59 B.C.) who according to the Mahdvansa completed the bulldlr}g
of the Ruvanvili Sfya and rebuilt the Lovamahapaya, as that built
by Dutugdmu u had been burnt down. At the be.ginning of .the
reign of his son, Valagamba (43-29 B.C.) a Brahmin called Tissa
raised a revolt and was supported by a large number of people.
Some members of the royal clan of Pandya® took advantage of this
situation. They invaded Ceylon, deposed Valagamba from the'
throne, and five of them ruled in succession. After fourteen years
Vulagamba put an end to the rule of the Pandyas and established
himself once more at Anurddhapura. -One of his successors was
llanaga (A.D. 96-103), whose reign was marked by a rebellion of the
Lambakaina clan who were the rivals of the Moriyas. The
l.ambakainas dethroned him and administered the goverr ment for
HY few‘year.s, but I1]1wnaga fought once more against the.m and re-
covered his throne. The Lambakarnas, however, met with success
in A.D. 126. Their leader Vasabha (A.D. 12%-171), who later won
fame as a builder of tanks and canals, made himself king by putting
to death Subha (A.D. 120-126) who had seized the throre from the
Moriya ruler Yasaldlaka Tissa. Thereafter the Larpbakax nas
kept the throne to themselves for more than two centuries.

One of the successors of Vasabha was his grandson Gajaba
(A.D. 174-195). Later legends, without sufficient reason, represent
him as ‘one who invaded South India successfully and brought back

1 The Pandya kings belonged to the tribe of Maaar, and two of thes
nvaders bore the names of Panayamara and Pilayaméra,
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a large number of captives to the island.:

committed. His career is of some interest as he was the first

Sifithalese king who seized the throne with the help of a Tamil army.
Legends have made famous another king of this dynasty, Sird

Sangabo (307-309), who is represented as a saintly person.
Mahasen (334-362) was the last king of this period who is best
remembered as the builder of the Mini &-iya Tank.

4. THE 5YSTEM OF GOVERNMENT AND
PoLiTicAL Tizas

There is no definite source from which cne can learn how the
government of the country was carried on at this time, but some
idea can be formed from stray bits of information in the Makdne sica
and the inscriptions and the corresponding conditions that prevailed
in India during this period.

When the carly Aryans came to Ceylon, they settled in villages,
and established as their form of government gansabhis with
_Eamenis or the elders of the village as their chiefs. When the
gamanis of Anuriidhapura and Migama established themselves as
kings over the northern and the south-eastern regions, a foom of
central government was imposed over the village councils.

A king's duties in those days were very few compared with
the activities of a modern government. He considered it his chief
business to protect the people from any sort of disorder within the
country or invasions from without. What was most essential for
the progress of agriculture was peace and order, and every sensible
king realised that good government was a necessity in the interests
of both himself and his people. As he could not perform all the
duties of government he appointed chiefs to administer the different |
districts and officials {0 attend to the various duties of the central

d Neither the Mahdvaass nor any early Tamil literary work has any
evidence in suppart of the story. The Silappadikfiram, however, mentions
s Kayavigu (Gajabihu) as a contemporary of the Céra king Senkuffuvan.

One of his descendants § #"vernment,

was Abhaya Niga, the younger brother of Véra Tissa (26g-291)
who was forced to flee to South India on account of a crime he had
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Some of these officers no doubt formed a council
which lie consulted in matters which vitally affected the country,

There were no large industries in those days and very little use

on money.  Wealth consisted mainly of the produocts of the land,
andl it was land that all people tried to possess.

: All payments
were also made in land or its produce, and kings paid their chiefs
I pranting them lands for their sustenance as long as they rendered
lim service.  He adopted the same method to compensate people
such as soldiers and craftsmen whe worked for him.,

Kings also granted lands for the maintenance of vihiigs and
the supply of food for bhikshus, Society at this time was based on
thie principle of co-operation,  There was no room {or competition as
Linids were granted for services only accerding to the needs of the
ling or the government,  The people whe performed different duties
were looked upon as the limbs of an organic body. The bhikshus
were considered essential for the performance of religions duties on
lhalf of the rest, and the supplying of their needs was considered the
liwst fAeld for the accumulation of merit hoth by the kings and
il people,

The kings at this time were abselute rulers and there were no
vhiecks to the exercise of their power ; but they usuvally observed
the enstoms of the people and did not act against the popular
interests,  If they acted as they liked and distegarded the wellfare
ol the people, they knew that some aspirant to kingship might
seize the throne and rule with the approval of the discontented
prenple.

A king maintained his power mainly with the help of the army.
s troops did not consist of ordinary tenants as in Europe but of
pen who received lands from him for fighting on his behalf.  Soch
i system freed him from any serious opposition from his chiefs,
whio had no troops depending divectly on them, or from the people
who lad no military training or any national or district organization
it linked them together, Newvertheless it placed a great deal of
power in the hands of the s&udpafi, the commander-in-chief, who
diectly controlled the army. T he was popular with the army
li hadd often the opportunity to depese an unpopular ruler and place
wnother on the throne, or become king himeelf.
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The succession of kings under normal conditions depended also
on ideas of inheritance, In the Sinhalese joint-families the eldest
male was recognized as the chief, and at his death the family possess- |
ions were controlled by his brother next in seniority.
royil family followed the same custom, and a king was succeeded

first by his brothers and then by his sons. |

The chiefl difficulty that stood in the way of good government
at this time was the lack of proper communieations. As there was
no way of sending a message quickly, the kings found it difficult
to control the chiefs, to whom they delegated the rule of the provin-
ces, or to give promptly any help their subjects needed. The
people, therefore, organized themselves in small bodies for their
own protection and for the carrying on of their activities which
needed co-operation.  Families which were closely connected
usually banded together in order to protect their members, and
looked after those who through sickness or old age were unable to
provide for themselves. Similarly people who followed different
crafts formed into guilds to safeguard their personal interests as
well as those of their trade, Religious orders, too, had their own
organizations, Each community of bhikshus, for instance, was
governed by an assembly of all its members.  Whenever they could
not come to a unanimous decision, the matter was generally referred
to a small commitiee of referces, as they voted on a motion and
accepted the decision of the majority only on exceptional occasions.
The most widespread form of corporation, however, continued to be
the gansabhd or the village-council which exercised both administ-
rative and judicial {unctions, and satisfied the needs of the
cultivators who formed the main section of the population,

When the king had to deal with any matter which affected any
locality or people, he usually acted through the representatives ol
these corporations.  These corporations and not individuals were
considered the units of society at this time. The individual did
not receive the protection which the state provides today through
the police and other organizations, and he, without claiming any
special rights for himsell, sought his safety in identifying himself
entirely with one of these bodigs and enjoying the rights and |

——r

The Sinhalese |
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privileges which it afforded. Tt was also not the custom for a king
to interfere with these bodies, as long as they paid their taxes and did
fiot call upon him to enforce their decrees on recalcitrant members
§ who refused to obey them,

The existence of such local bodies helped the people to carry on
their daily activities even when the central government was
f‘hisurgmﬁzml by the murder of a king or by a break in the succession,
Ihe normal order of things was not nsually upset unless a rebellion
was prolonged or the country was invaded by forcign forces.

The Sinhalese during Lhis period, unlike most ancient peoples,
'Elll:t:hcherl no special sanctily Lo kings. They did not believe ihat
they were of divine origin or that they possessed divine powers.
The kings themselves, unlike Indian rulers, did not trace their
prigin to the Sun or to the Moon and claim to belong to the Solar or
Lunar Dynasty.

It was probably too early at this time to attribute any divine
powers or a high origin to kings who had risen from positions of
gam;: nis and still retained that title in their inseriptions.  Moreaver
their ideas were mainly influenced at this time by Buddhist books,
‘and, according to the Theravédins, the first mythical king, Maha-
* sammata, was raised to that position by the people and promised a
" share of their paddy only on his undertaking to perform certain
" duties to their satisfaction.

The ancient Sinhalese, however, believed that a king who
- performed his religious duties and ruled righteously could confer
* boons on his people.  For instance, they belicved that by fasting
and paying penance a king could cause the rain to fall on a country
affected by drought and thos save it from harm.  Buot since similar
deeds could be performed even by others who had attained great
spiritual powers, it did not mean that kings were associated with
any divine powers merely because they were kings.

5. AGRICULTURE AND IIH![E'.,-’_';'I'IUN

The Aryan settlers realised very soon that Ceylonwas a favour-
able place for their agricultural activities. They found that it
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warm climate and the fertile soil favoured the cultivation of rice,
and that they were able to carry on their work in comparative
safety as the sea that surrounded the country saved them from const-
ant attacks of enemies. They had, however, one obstacle to over-
come.  Rain fell only during four months in the northern and the
southern-castern parts of the island, which they chiefly voeupied. |
Even this fall was not heavy and the supply was quite inadequate’
for the cultivation of a grain like rice which required a large amount
of 1:='.r.'1t|3r, Further, they had to guard themselves against occasional
pﬂrmds‘nl drought when even the regular supply of rain failed and
many riversran dry, '

The obtaining of the necessary supply of water, therefore,
huf:canm one of the chief objects of the kings and the people. They
did not dig wells or tanks near the fields, as to draw water from
them would have demanded preat labour. Instead, they took
advantage of the undulating nature of the country, and constructed
tanks by building dams ar bunds across shallow valleys down which
seasonal streams flowed. The water thus collected on higher
ground was let out through sluices made of stone or brick, and.
then sent to the fields through channels.  Another way they oblain-
ed water for cultivation was by building massive CAUSEWRYS OF
anicuts across the larger rivers and turning the water into excavated
channels, which sometimes conveyed it many miles and finally
brought it into large reservoirs. They were so careful about
conserving the water supply. that at times they built a chain of
reservoirs of varying elevations so that each one might take the.
overfllow of water from the one above it,

If the history of these tanks and canals could be traced it
would be possible to find out the manner in which the country was
developed.  Unfortunately, information is lacking about most of
these tanks, and it is not possible at present to give for most of them
even the probable dates of their construction or the likely order in
which they were built,

The earliest tanks were no doubt constructed at Anurddhapura
and Migama where the population increased most quickly. The
Abhayaviva (now called the Basavakkulam), the Tisaviva, and
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the Nuvaraviiva at Anurddhapura were three of the first to be
vonstructed.  Vasabha (A.D, 125-170) is credited with eleven tanks
anil twelve channels.  One of these tanks is either the Nachchaduva
Tank or the Eruviiva, to the south-east of Anurddhapura. Defu
Ti= 1 (A.D. 323-334) 1s said to have built six tanks and his brother,
Mahasen (4.1, 334-362), sixteen tanks and a channel which began
its course pmong the mountains.  One of these sixteen is identified
with Kavduoluviiva, which lies to the south of the Kantalai Tank.
Another is the Minr ériya Tank which when full covers 4,560 acres
and has a dam forty to fifty feet high. One of the canals built
during this period was the Alahira Canal. It is about twenty-five
miles in length, and now connects the Minnériya Tank with the
Amban Ganga (Kira Gangd) near the village of Alahdra. The
Amban Ganga flows from the Matalé hills carrying a great volume
of water, and the Alahfira Canal diverts inte the Minnériva Tank
i part of this water which would otherwise flow unimpeded inio
the sea through the Mahavili Gafga, The tanks and canals built
v Vasabha and Mahasen must have led to great progress in agri-
culture and an increase of population in the region between
Anurddhapura and the Mahavili Ganga. And the people, who
linefited by the Minnériya Tank, before long raised Mahasen to
{hie position of a god, and worshipped him.

There are hardly any records which deal with the construction
ol irrigation works in Ruhvpa. The earliest tanks constructed
wrentnd MAgama were probably the Tisaviiva and the Duratisaviva,
wow called the Yadaviiva, built by TJaniga. Another tank which
pors back to very early times is the Dikviva (Lighavipi) which
lies about twenty miles to the west of Kalmunai. The land around
thie four rivers, the Valaveé Ganga, the Kirindi Oya, the Minik
g, and Kumbukkan Oya were cultivated with rice from very
purly times. The necessary water was obtained mainly by the
luilding of anicuts across the rivers and their tributaries, and by
diverting the water through channels into tanks or directly into
felids,

In spite of the large number of tanks built and the water
villeeted in them, four famines took place during this period.  The
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first of them, the Akkhakhayika Famine occurred during the reipn
of Dutugdmunu, Food became so scarce at that time that the
people were obliged to live on the nuts called akbha, which ordinarily
were used only as dice. The second famine occurred during the
rule of Valagamba. It followed the revolt of the Brihmin Tissa
and continued for twelve years during the rule of the first three
Pindya invaders. The situation became so serious that some
Buddhist bhikshus left Anurddhapura for Malaya and others for
India, and they returned only after the famine had run its course,
Those who stayed behind lived on roots and leaves, madiu fruits
and husks, stalks of water-lilies and bark of plantain trees, Many
people died of starvation, and some even fed on human flesh to
keep themselves alive. The third and the fourth famines were
the result of drought and took place in the reigns of Kudda Niga
(248-249) and Siri Sangabd (307-300). In the time of Kudda
Niga the quantity of food available for each was so small that it
was called the Ekanalika Famine.

The severe suffering caused by these famines could not he
alleviated to any considerable extent in those days as means of
relief were not ordinarily available. The south-western and the
central parts of the island, which depended on the South-West
monsoon, were little developed and could not provide with food-
stuffs the northern and the south-eastern parts when the North-
East monsoon failed to give the usual supply of water, Tt was
difficult to obtain a supply of food from outside Ceylon, as each
country provided food mainly for its own vse, and, even if there was
a surplus anywhere, it could not be easily obtained as there were
no regular means of communication or of transport.  Moreover the
lack of communications within the island itself hindered Govern-
ment from carrying out any measures of reliel adequate enough to
relieve the sufferings of the people.

6. BuppHIsM AND OTHER RELIGIONS

Buddhism, as it was pointed out in the last chapter, was at
first essentially a monastic religion. . Its only organization was

1 A nali is a measure equal to four handfuls, Eka=one,
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that of the Sangha, and its history was really the activities of the
\bhikshus. But even before Buddhism was brought from India to
Leylon, it was marked by three main lines of development. The

;hlEnﬁg’hn divided itself into a number of sects mainly as a result of

tisagreements among its members with regard to rules of discipline,
It evolved new doctrines which led to much controversy. It made
fin attempt to make Buddhism something more than a mere system
Of morality for the layman by providing him with objects of
eneration,

In Ceylon too Buddhism went through further changes in the

directions. Before many centuries elapsed dissgreements
rose over rules of discipline and the Théravida sect ceazed to be
i only monastic order in Ceylon. In the time of Valagambi
the bhikshus of the Mahavihiré expelled an elderly bhikshu for
breaking the rule which prohibited bhikshus from frequenting the
families of laymen. A pupil of his tried to obstrucli them when
they took this step, and he too was expelled from the Sangha.
Thereupon he went with a large number of his followers to the
Abhayagiri Vihare and formed a separate faction. Shortly after-
Wwards some followers of the Dhammaruci Acariya of the Vajjiputtaka
$ect came from India, and he accepling their doctrines took upon
himself the title of Dhammaruci Aciiriya.  Thus came into existence
the Dhammaruci sect. In the time of Golu Abd (A.D. 309-323)
ome bhikshus of this sect went away from the Abhayagiri Vihare
vhen it proclaimed the Vaituliya doctrines as the teaching of the
uddha, and resided in the Dakkhina Viharé, the dagiiba of which
8 the so-called E]ara’s tomb; andin the time of Mahasen they occu-
&Ied the Jeétavandrama Vihiré, At the Dakkhina [Vilire they
accepted the teaching of a bhikshu called Sagala, and were thence-
forth known as the Sagaliyas.

The developments that ardse with regard to Buddhist doctrines
were concerned mainly with the person of the Buddha, At this
time greater emphasis was laid on the personality of the Buddha
fis shown in the veneration paid to relics and sacred bo-trees, and
some of the Buddhist commentaries go further and teach that the
Buddha, unlike ordinary human beings, was not subject to disease
and decay. j

me_n
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Another new doctrine that established itself during this period |
was connected with Mahdydnism, or Vaitulyanism as it was called |
in Cevlon, Mahfyanism is a form of Buddhism which came into
existence in India about the first century A.p. It has been pointed.)
aut alveady how in the J@faka the Buddha was looked upon as one
who, when a bodhisattva, sacrificing his own advantage for the sake
of others, gave up sirvdna and prepared himself for Buddhahood. |
It has also been shown that the Budiha, according to the Tipitaka, |
did not teach his disciples to follow him and attain Buddhahood!
but pointed out to them how they, by pursuing a course of sell
culture and sell-control, might attain the state of an arahat and
obtain their own release. In the last century before the Christian |
era there grew a new idea among the members of certain Buddhist
sects, They taught that the followers of the Buddha need not
necessarily aim at the state of an arahat but might, if they so desired,
follow the career of the Buddha himself ; they might by becoming
badhisattvas aim at being Buddhas and work for the release ol
others.

No objection was raised at first to this additional teaching
as it did not go against the Tipitaka but merely supplemented it
But later some who adopted the bidhisattva ideal preached againsi
the old ideal of attaining the state of an arahat as a low or bas:
career (Iinaydna) and advocated that everyone should work for
the attainment of Buddhahood, which they called the great caree:
(mahdvdna). Since this teaching went definitely against the
Tipigaka which taught the way to attain the state of an arahat,
there naturally arose a conflict between the Théravidins who
followed the Tipigaka and the Mahfyanists who advocated the
badhisattva ideal exclusively,

At this time the Hindus in India did not merely offer sacrifices
to win the favour of gods, but often devoted themselves tn
the worship of one god like Siva or Vishnu, believing that the
god of their devotion would grant them salvation. Influenced
probably by this religion of devotion (bhakti) the Mahiyanists, i
addition to praising the arduous career which a badhisattva had to
lead te become a saviour, extolled the advantages of worshipping i
bodhisattvas and winning their favour, The Buddhist Jayman,
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who yet worshipped gods besides following the moral precepts of
Buddhism, now found in the hadhisattvas a subslitute for his earlier
objects of devotion.  He began to attach even more importance to
the bidhizaitvas than to the Buddhas, as the former could confer
Bipons on him and save him from all sorts of misfortuncs.  But as
time passed he began to look upon even the Buddhas not as those
who showed the way but as beings similar Lo the gods of the Hindu
pantheon.

Mahfyarism was opposed at first in Ceylon and the Sinhalese
hingﬁ Vora Tissa (ap. 2060-2g1) and Goelu Abd are said to have
l_upprf“-ﬁcrl it; but o Mabiyinist Dbhikshu from Cdla, called
Sanghamitta, who was versed in the teachings concerning the
pxorcism of spirits and whoe had visited Ceylon in the time of Golu
Aba, came again in the time of Mahasen. He induced the king to
tease from supporting the Mahfvihar® bhikshus on the ground that
they did not teach the right rules of discipline. As a result the
Mahivihiré was neglected for some years, and the material of some
of its buildings was used [or additions to Abhayagiri Viharé which
Was treated gencrously by Mahasen,

The increasing attention paid to the laity by the Sangha at
this time is evident from many sources. It has been pointed out
lready that the Buddha and the bhikshus contented themselves
Wt first mainly with teaching morality as far as the laity were
,l;pnuerncr:l It is possible that the veneration paid to relics and
.Eﬂle sacred bo-trees by the offering of Howers and lamps arose in

dia as the laity needed some forms of worship.  According to
thc Pili commeniaries it was believed during this period that merit
"cmlld be acquired by venerating a rolic and that it was a heinous
“erime to destroy o digiba or a sacred bo-tree. It is also possible
that religions festivals came to be established at this time as the
ity needed more of religions ceremonies to keep up their interest
An Buddhist practices.

Another ceremony which became popular at this time was
Lhat of Pirdt, in the performance of which the bhikshus recited
certain texts of the Pali Canon which gave a code of ethics to be

LA .

.
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practised in one's everyday life.  The object of this recital was to
exorcise evil spirits or to protect a person from evil influence, and
the ceremony gave the people a substitute for charms to which
they were already accustomed,

Religions other than Buddhism also existed in Ceylon at this
time. Niganthas and Ajivikas are said to have lived in Anurddha-
pura, Of these, the Niganthas, better known as Jains, were the
followers of Mahivira, a religious teacher contemporary with the
Buddha, who preached the attainment of salvation through the
practice of extreme forms of asceticism, The Ajivikas also lived
in the time of the Buddha and were referred to by their opponents
as those who professed asceticism in order to pain a livelihood.
There is also mention of Brihmins and dwilés, and it is possible
that the Hindu gods Siva and his son Skanda were worshipped in
Ceylon at this time. The common people kept up also the old
religious cults. They continued to propitiate evil spirits and to
worship local gods and natural objects such as trees, which they
believed to be the habitation of divine beings.

7 LITERATURE

Thouzh the Buddhist bhikshus brought the art of writing to
Ceylon tll;Ej,I' did not write any books for nearly two centuries,
The Pali Canon of the Théravida sect, which was brought from
India, was not written down but was handed down orally from
teacher to pupil. During the severe famine that followed the revelt
of the Brihmin Tissa many of the bhikshus, who had commitied
to memory parts of the Canon, died, while others, owing to the
severe straits to which they were driven, ceased to be bhikshus as
they could not follow the strict path prescribed for them by the
Vinaya. These events brought home to the bhikshus, who remain-
ed loyal to their Order, the need for finding better methods to
preserve the Scriptures on which their religion depended. - The
only way open te them was to deviate [rom the practice hitherto
followed and commit the Seriptures to writing, This they did at
Aluvihare near Mitalg, as they had abandoned Anuridhapura dur-
ing the famine and had continued to live in Malaya. After the

™
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' g:uw, differed little from the other Aryan dialects of Indin.t The
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Writing down of the Pili Canon was completed, they wrote down
_}hu.the commentaries, which were in Sinhalese, and appear tn have
'_Iinjghed their work about the middle of the first century a.p.

The Sinhalese language at this period, as the inscriptions

fihalese characters inscribed on rocks also show hardly any devia-
in from the seript of Asdka till the first century 4.1, when a sudden
ange took place.  The new forms that came into use at this time,
pwever, do not represent a matural evolution from the old
laracters.  They resemble those in the inscriptions of the Andhra
Kingdom and were probably introduced from this region,

y - A.

The Buddhist bhikshus who came to Ceylon lived at first in
ftone caves, such as those at Mihintald, Vessagiriya and Isurumuniya
in Anuridhapura, Situlpaliuva? near the Minik (zanga, and in groves
Such as the Mahdméghavana in Anurddhapura. Not long after
their arrival the dagiba called the Thuparama was built, and the
:‘BD_.trEc‘ which still exists to the south of Anuradhapura, was plan-
Snd After the first century .. the use of caves for residential
urposes went out of fashion, as from the first century B, bolh in
he north and the south-cast vihirés began to be built, The most
_:ml'.lus of the ancient vihards were the Mahavihare, the Abhayagiri
ihare, built by Valagamba, and the Jétavanaramaya, built by
hasen, in Anurddhapura and the Tissamaharimava in Magama,
| hg Mahavihare, which became famous-on account of its literary
ctivity, was the great centre of orthodoxy, while the ;U}Ilayrlgi;'i

ARCHITECTURE AND SCULPTURE

I CHd Sighalese, or Elu s closely akin to Vidie, the earliost form of

sSanskrit. The chiof difference {rom Sanskrit lics in the shortening of long-

:_‘,jl:?rwnlg. the de-aspiration of consonants {Sanskrit, bhiryd; Tali, bhariyg:
Fn'lha]r:mn, baviya), ihe reduction of doulle consonants inte singlo m”_.:i
.ESunEkJI'ii. Lrharmarakshiie: PAE, Dhammarakflia; Sinbulese, f_.l‘rt.l.l.l{.lr:r.i'ff.fr;]-
‘the omisslon of nasals (Sanshkrit and Pal, senghe Siihaless, saga), and ltu.:
_hl_'lﬂrtgr: of s into h. Such modifications are found also in other Kt
dialects of ITndia, such as Pali, but they have been carfied to the Hr‘t"l-ll.‘:it
extent in the Siabalese lanpuage, .
2 Cittalapabbata,
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Viharg and the Jetavanaramaya were generally associated with
hieretical belicfs. The buildings of all these vihaids covered o wide
irew, and cach of them accommodated o Large number of bhikshus,
The grounds of the Mahiviliirg, for instance, extended Trom the
Thiiparama to the Dakkhina Vihiig Dagiba (E]ira’s tomb).

The vihirés built in the early centuries of the Christian era had
foundations of stone, as many of the remains at Anurddhapura
!glnw, while the upper parts were made of wood, clay or brick,
[he buildings usually consisted of the living quarters, a refectory
mnd an upésatia house, At the updsatha house the Singla assembled
on the fortnightly fast-day (upasatha or Fava) of the full moon
ind the new moon and recited the formulary of confession. The
best known example of an updsatha house is the Brazen Palace,
Which belonged to the Mahaviharé.

Every vihart had also a dagiba within its premises. The
most popular digiba of this period is the Ruvanviili Silya in
Anurddhapura, the digiba of the Mahdvihdre, Like most of the
others of this time it was built on the same pattern as those nt
Sinchiin Central India. Ilaniga {4.0. gb-103) built the dagiba at
Tissamahirimaya in the south, Gajabid (A.D. 174-196) enlarged the
Abhayagiri Digiba, which thus became the largest built during
this period and larger than the third pyramid of Gizeh. The Kilani-
¥y Dagiiba also belongs to this period. Thus the largest digfibas
Eﬁl‘a built at the seats of kings and sub-kings, and are an index to
eir wealth as well as to their ability to organize labour,

The dagiibas, also called c@ivas or thiipas, are of pre-Buddhistic
'ﬁrigin, They were of various shapes. The Thiiparama Diagiiba
originally was in the shape of a heap of paddy. The others of the
period were generally built in the shape of a hemishpere.  They
Were erected on a round or square platform, and at the base of each
there were three terraces.  On the topmost of these rose the hemis-
pherical dome. Above the dome was a siquare called the hataris
hofuva, on which stood the round d&vata kotnwa which formed the
base wf the spire. Originally the spire was in the shape of an
umbrella standing on a stone shaft,
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So far no traces have been discovered of biiildings of this time [ iMra (Sutra of the Entrance of the Good Doctrine into Lanka)

used by laymen. The people probably lived in caves or dwelling ifesents Réyana as a good Buddhist layman.

made of destructible material, The only non-religious struciure - The references of the Greeks who came as traders stand in
mentioned in the Mahdvansa, apart from the king's palace which g contrast to those of the Indian religious writers who kept
stood within the citadel, is the citadel wall buoilt by Kagakaons 1 i the literary tradition. The Greeks refer to Ceylon from the time
Tissa (a.p. 16-38) and raised by Vasabha (A.D. 125-171) to about exander the Great, and call it Taprobane (Tamraparni). The
twenty-five feet, iplus of the Erythrean Sea, a merchant's practical guide to a
ing voyage from the Persian Gull to the west coast of India
fitten in the first century A.p., says that pearls, precious stones,
ns and tortoise-shell were exported from Ceylon and that its

With the development in architecture there arose a certain
amount of activity in sculpture. The examples extant are carved
in limestone and belong to the style of the Andhra seulptures (IESSRGE 40w was Palesimundu, Tt exaggerates the size of the island
Amardvati and Nagirjunikonda on the river Krishnd in SonthESA malkes it almost toueh Africa. Ptolerny, the Greek astronomer
India. The specimens which represent the great miracle of Sravasi [FSd geographer who lived in Egypt in the sccond century a.b.,
and Miyi's Dream (Colombo Muscum Nos. 46 A and 46 B) appeaif S@lls Ceylon Salice. According to him the products of Ceylon
to have been brought from Tndia to Ceylon. The others of thy : e rice, ginger, beryl, sapphire, gold, silver and elephants.
style, such as the illustrations of the cobra king, the seven-hoodel
cobra, and the badhisattva in the attitude of preaching, were carviil
in Ceylon to adorn the altars of the Jétavanirima Dagiba.

. Too much reliance, however, cannot bz placed on these

0. HKEFERENCES TO CEYLON 1N IRDIAN AND liows that in the second century A.D. the Greeks knew something
GREEK LITERATURE 0f the interior of the island.

Four Indian works of this period make reference to Ceylon,
and the writers of them appear to have considered this island s
a sort of fairy-land occupied by yakshas or non-human being:
The Valdhassa [dataka calls Ceylon Tambapammi and mentions
Nigadipa and Kalyini. According to it Ceylon was occupied Ly
yakshigis, or she-demons.  The Dinydvadana, 1 Sanskrit Buddhi-f
work of the second century A.D., calls Ceylon Tamradvipa and gives
an account of o merchant's son, called Sinhala, who subducd
rikshasis? in Cevlon and ruled over the island.  The tale of 1"ij;13.';|
and Kuveni probably grew from these two stories.  The Rdmdvan
the great Indian epic, also describes Ceylon as being occupied by
rikshasas whose king was Rivana, while the Saddharsa Lankdvaldri

CHAPTEIR III

THE NORTH INDIAN PERIOD 11

[1iE North Indian Period IL of Ceylon begins with the reign of

fahasen’s son Kit Siri Mevan (Wit Sei Méghavarna), who ascended

throne in a.p. 362, and ends with the Cola conquest of Ceylon
o147 in the reign of Mihindu V.

During this period there were further advances in the system
povernment, in agriculture and irigation and in Buoddhist
‘ TN b etk B e 5 e tivity. Cevlon continued to be influenced by Norih India and

1 The terms, rifshasis and yakshonrs, are oflen interchanged. Koo ; y p e ; ;
laneling of Sinhala i represonted in the Ajantd frescoes, Was affected by South Indian invasions. Though there was no
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important difference in these respects from what happened in the The Gupta Period was the Golden Age of India. Hinduism
preceding period, there occurred a great cultural change as a resuli m] Buddhism made headway during this time, and both religions
of certain events that took place in North India.  The great Indian were supported by the Kings, Literature, science, architecture,
emperor Samudragupta (A.D. 335-385), who brought the greater | #eulpture and painting reached a high level.  Sanskrit became the
part of North India under his rule, ushered in a new era whicl lainguage of the learned, and the Gupta kings used it regularly in
brought about a revival in Hinduism and in Sanskrit literature. | their inscriptions. The Indian epics, the Makabhdrata and the
it Siri Mevan who was his contemporary had dealings with him, dmdyand, and other Sanskrit works such as the Laws of Mann,
and Ceylon from this time up to the Cala concuest was influenced | Sand Kautalya's Artheddsiva took their final form about this time
mainly by the Gupta civilization. Hence this period from Kit Sitt £ 0 not dwing this period. Kilidisa wrote his famous drama,
Mevau to Mihindu V needs to be separated from the early period | Shakuntald and his poems such as the Ritusanhira, the Raghuvansa,
though it forms a part of the North Indian Period of Ceylon history. ind the Méghadita., Sculpture, which exhibited extraordinary
beauty of figure, dignity of pose and restraint in the treatment of
details, and paintings, such as the frescces of Ajanta, reached an
extraordinarily high standard of excellence.

1. MNortH INDIA

After the break-up of the Andhra kingdom in the middle of
the third century a.p., there was no great power in North India
or the Deccan till the rise of the Guptas, The first of this dynasty
of kings probably reigned at Pataliputra in the last quarter of the
third century a.p., but the first great ruler of this line was Samudra-
gupta, whe was one of India's ablest and most versatile rulers.
He was quite different from Asdka, and has left behind an inserip
tion proclaiming his conquests by war,  This record shows that he
lirst conguered the neighbouring kingdoms in the Ganges valley
and Lhen marched southwards as far as the river Krishna where he fSgupta, who died about A D, 470 after subduing internal rebellions
was opposed by a confederation of kings led by a Pallava king of _' d checking the invasions of the Huns, who were called Hiinas in
Kianchl,  Though Samudragupta failed to conquer a great part of India. His successors, however, retreated before the later invasions
India, his supremacy appears to have been generally acknowledged , fRof the Huns, and ruled vver a much smaller area.  They probably
as he says that he received the homage of the Sinhalese who lived eigned over the region around Pataliputra till about the end of
[arthest from his capital, seventh century Ap. One of these, Narasinlidigupta, was the

) Under the Guptas, India became the leading power in the
East. [t had dealings with the Persian, the Roman, and the Chinese

smperors, Chinese pilgrims such as Fa-Hsien visited India, and
Indian sages like Kumarajiva visited China. In short, the influence
of India was so extensive that many Asiatic countries looked to it for
the sources of their inspiration.

The glory of the Gupta dynasty lasted till the death of Skanda-

Samudragupta achieved fame not only as a great conguerom
But also as a poet and musician : and during the reign of his snecessor
Indian civilization and colture rose o a very high state )
Chandragupta 11, who Dbore the title of Vikramiditya (a.p. 385 The Huns ruled over North India only for a short time, and
413}, extended his empire westwards as far as the sea-coast, and ith the collapse of their power many new dynasties/ rc& into
made Ujjain the chiel seat of his empive, Many men of letters | preminence, such as the Vardhanas of Thinesar, which ]sg. to the
adorned his court, and it was in his time that Kilidasa, the great | nerth of Delhi, and the © ilukyas, who occupied Mahiiristra. At

Indian writer, fourished. ie beginning of the seventh century Harsha {buuﬁqﬂ bemxr.q_
e
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king of Thinesar and the chief ruler of North India. He then
advanced southwards with his army until his progress was checked
near the river Narbada by the Calukya king, Pulakésin IT.

Harsha was a Buddhist and took a great interest in his religion.
He favoured the Mahayanists, and thus helped the spread ol
Mahdyina teaching in India, After his death North India broke
up once more into a number of kingdoms, These carried on o
struggle for supremacy till the greater part of North India was
vccupied by the Gurjara Pratibdras whose empire lasted till the
beginning of the tenth century. After that North India gradually
fell into the hands of the Muslims who made their way from the
north-west passes.

2. Souvrn Ispia

The civilization of South India described in the ‘Sangam’
works, relerred to in the last chapter, appears to have been subimer
ged by a conquest of South India by the Kalabhras, of whom littl
is known. Their power was subdued towards the end of the sixth
century A.1» in Pandya by the Tamil chiel Kadunkdn and in Céla
by Sinhavishnu, the Pallava king of Kanchi,

The successors of Kadunkdn maintained their power till the
end of the ninth century. The greatest king of this dynasty, St
Mira Sri Vallabba (815-86o), defeated all his neighbours in the
early part of his reign. UHe, however, met with many reverse-
shortly bzfore his death while his successor suffered a severe defeat
at the hands of the Pallavas. Pandya began to decline afie
the reigns of these two rulers, and in the tenth century became 2
part of the Cola Empire,

The history of the Pallavas from the seventh century is mainly
an account of their wars with their neighbours the Vestern
Cilukyas, who from the middle of the sixth century to the middle
of the cighth century occupied the region 1o the west of the River
Krishnd. The greatest of the Pallava kings was Narasinhavarman
Mahimalla (e, 625-660), and he defeated the greatest of the Western
Calukya kings, Pulakisin I1 (Gog-642), who checked the sonthern
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advance of Harsha. These wars exhausted both the peoples, and
‘the Pallava power began to decline at the end of the ninth century.

The Pallavas did a great deal for the development of religion,
literature, architecture and sculpture in South India. They were
patrons of Sanskrit learning and of writers like Dandin, the author
I' Dasakumiracarita and Kdavyadarsa. They supported the worship
of both Siva and Vishnu and the activities of the Vaishnava and
the Saiva saints, who ara well known for their devotional hympsand
fs a result of whose work Buddhism and Jainism declined in South
Indiz at this time,  They were the first South Indian rolers to build
temples of stone. They caused to be made cave-temples cut out
of rock, monelithic free-standing temples and temples constructed
:'l ut of stone.  Some of the best examples of their architecture and
sculpture can be seen at Mahabalipuram (Mahimallapuram),
which lies to the south of Madras, Here are to be seen seven beauti-
ful temples, each of which js cut out from a rock-boulder, scenes
carved with remarkable skill in bas-relief on the face of a cliff and a
emple of the later Pallava style construcled out of stone,

With the decline of the Pallavas the Cilas not only asserted
their independence but also made conquests at the expense of
both the Pallavas and the Pindyas. The Cola king Pardntaka I
(907-953) expelled Miravarman Rajasinha IT of Pindya from his
throne, but his attempts to extend the boundaries of the Cédla
*lngdnm [urther were checked by a people called the Rishtrakdtas.
~ The Cola king Rajardja I {g85-1014) began once more to extend

e Cola dominions. He made himself master of -Pindya and Céra,
‘established a protectorate over Vengi, which was ruled by the
Eastern Calukyast, and_conquered Rajarata in Ceylon and the
Maldive islands. Rijarija was the grealest of Cola rulers, and
dur:ng his time Cola was the most powerful empire in India. He
was the builder of the great temple at Tan]ure the Riajardjéévara,
‘the finest specimen of Tamil architecture in South India.

1 Pulakesin II made his brother the ruler of Vengl, and the latter's
I | ’de&cend’mia were coalled the Eastern Cilukyas,

e
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3- THE PoLitican Divisions

During this period the northern region of Ceylon, the capital
of which was Anurddhapura, came to be called Pihitirata, It wag
also called Rajarata, as this region was dircetly ruled Ly the king
himself. The south-eastern region continued to be called Ruhupal
and the mountain region at the centre Malaya.

Rajarata was further divided into Uttaradésa (the Nor-
thern District), Pachchimad@sa (the Western District) Pacinadisa
{the Eastern District) and Dakkinadésa (the Southern District)
Of these sub-divisions Dakkhinadésa was the largest in size
From the time of Aghd I (568-601) its government was given oven
to the Mahapi? or mahayi, the heir to the throne, and this region
came to be known as Mapid (Mahapd) or Maya {Mahaya) rata as
opposed  to Rajarata, the King's Division, It soon becaine sol
important that it along with Rajarata and Ruhuna were considered
the three main divisions of Ceylon.

All these regions were under the Anurddhapura kings, but the
amount of control they exercised over Dakkhinadésa and Ruhunpa
depended on the strength and character of each individual king,
Ruhuna rulers appear on the whole to liave been controlled
little, and it is likely that some of them acted as if they
independent,

VEerys
wera

'.-inurﬁ.(llmpuru continued to be the capital of Ceylon during
this period, except during the reign of Kagyapa I. It was a large:
city for those days, and contained many thorougfares and side-
streets. The numerous shrines within it made it a place off
pilgrimage and the residence of a large number of bhikshus, The
tanks provided the necessary water for a great deal of agricultural
activity which supported the large population of the city. Tt was
the seat of government and the residence of many foreign merch-

2 Malapi=mald dryapide. mahavd=mala Arya.
the chief prince, while Gpa [ @ryapide) meant a pringe,

Both ihese meant!
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ints,  Tts administration was looked after hy ;i;ljccia']—ﬁ icer called
the WNovara-laddas P | ol

N

Three other towns grew in i:np_qf’j;umfg‘ during this time.
Sigiriya came into prominence lmc;u:l;&ﬂ'ﬁ'tﬁ nccupa\f‘i?u by Kiasyapa
. Polonnaruva had been important on account {of its strategic
po=ition against invasions from Ru__;l.lr_m. The extf:n.i.inn ofirrigation
in the country around made of EHis Now a4 Prosperous, Lown, Agha
IV {a.n. 658-674) and :“ng}z;r:--';ﬁ" IT {a.D. ?ﬂﬁ-fiz}ﬁccupied it
lemporarily, and Séna V (4 D. gy2-981) resided there-affer he came
to terms with his sénapdti whd'rose in rebelligh. I was called
Jananatha Mangalam u]hpr its c;lelémiiun Ly sthe Célas, Mantai
;; \itota), owing to ifs ‘tloSeness tinSouth Ingha, l:ccame} the most
pnportant port and gvas Li:.fﬂlcd Rijarajapurdm after Ra‘a'{m-d was
necapied by Rijargid By The larg _ ing of {anks in
the district around it shﬁﬁ Lll}lL‘_! mus';.rlm e been a }Ji ulous

Lo,
L-_é: 4. l"DIZIE{IC HisTomy
- 5
Sixty-#1 ik*im\.{!-: ruled in Ceyloahduring this period, afd most
ol them bglohged to the two royal clans, Mariya and Lampakarpa
I'lweir reigns were of varying EI.ngth. a_few lasting even legs than a
vear.  A{complete list of thepnis gfTittle value beyond helping to

of Ahe period.

ke ulthe chronolog

first king of this period, was

Kit Siri Mevan, a son of
\lahiasen gnd thus beldnfed to the Lambakarpa clan. ne of his
siccessors jyas his n ¢ Buddha :Li?lr‘gq'whu is said to hage provided
meilical aididn tgf his\kingdom and to whym tradition

uddhadisa’s
s¢ reign the
traveller Fa-

ahd fimpossible
ceond son walswMahiipdma  (BD.7 409-431), in w
Piddhist bhikshu,SButldhaghgea, and the Chineg
llsien visited Ceylon. ——

atlributes CUres,

o o o
“‘-\-"“‘-\. I"'"r.

- -~

S
o The Nuvave-feddd probably held o position similar 1o that of a gandadds
i ord of a windagaare who had a minor civil and criminal jurisdiction
uver his tonants,
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This succession of Lambakarna kings was maintained till a
:mster set up an adventurer called Mit Sen on the throne. Mit
en's unpopularity was used by adventurers from Pandya as an
ip |;||r’cun|l1_s,r fnrnw.ldmg Ceylon. Aften they slew him, six of them
tled in succession, The unpopularity of the Pandyas gave the
ﬂnya. clan an oppoitunity to assert their power once more.
Dhatuséna (460-478) of this clan, who lived in Ruhuna, fought
amst these Pandyas and succeeded the last of them, His son,
¢ apa I (478-496) had no right of the thone, as his mother was
one of the chief queens. He, joining the sénipati, whom his
dther had offended, rebelled against Dhituséna and cauvsed him to
be put to death. His brother, Mugalan 1, the rightful heir, escaped
0 South India, and Kasyapa, fearing an invasion by his brother,
left Anuridhapura and occupied the rock-fortress of Sigiriya.
__uga]ﬂn returned from South India in the eighteenth year of
Kasyapa's reign, defeated him, and ruled from Anuridhapura.

- Thisline of the Moriya kings came to an end with Siva who was
put to death by the Lambakarna Upatissa 11 Upatissa married
i princess of the Mariya clan probably to strengthen his position on
ie throne, but was soon after dethroned by his son-in-law Silakala
Who brought the hair-relic to Ceylon.

The Lambakarna dynasty was driven from POWET OnCEe more
by Mahdndiga (556-568) of the Mariya clan. He was the stndpati
0f Kit Siri Mé, whom he defeated after rebelling against him. Aghd
[;.GB—GUI}I the builder of the Kurunduviiva and the Mihintalé
ank, and Agho II (6o1-611), the builder of the Kantalai and the
G Int:LlL Tanks, were his immediate successors,

b

The last of these Mériya kings Sanigha Tissa IT was overthrown
] y the Lambakarna Dala Mugalan. This change of dynasly was
Hollowed by a civil war which lasted some vears and caused great
suffering.  The combatants at times plundered vihares and dagibas,
and {he people not only lost their foodstuffs but also found it difficult
ta cultivate their fields. During this war in the reign  of
ﬂ.dI]nglld"nt!‘nrt a stndpati called Sirindga went to South India,
returned with Tamil troops and raised a rebellion. Agbd 111




,ted this disaffected prince, besieged Madura, and placed him on the
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‘Pandyas and the Sinhalese was defeated by Parintaka I The
* Lélas continued Lo press on Rijasinha 1T, and the latter, unable to
tesist the Colas any more, came to Ceylon in the reign of Dappula ¥
{623-934). But Dappula, who was troubled by strife among his
thiefs, could not give him any assistance, and Rajasinha leaving
his headgear and regalia went to Céra toseek aid from the Céra king.

Dithopa Tissa I (b206-641), DEthopa Tissa 1T (650-058) and
Manavamma (676-711) also went to South India and brougli
Tamil forces to secure the throne. The siep taken by these had
very serions results, The Tamil soldiers gained much power ani
at times not only influenced the succession butl even got the govern
ment into their power. Laler when South Indian rulers invaded
Ceylom they usually joined their countrymen and fought against
the Sinhalese kings,

It order to seize the headgear andregalia Parintaka I invaded
Ceylon in the reign of Udya TII (g45-053). Udaya was a drunkard
ind o weak ruler, and he immediately fled to Ruhuna : but
Parfintaka instead of pursuing him had to retrace his steps to South
’l___' dia as in g4g the Rishiralfitas, under Krishna 111, had inficted
i severe defeat on the Colas and Edtuga, the brother-in-low of
ishna I11, had put hisson to death. Udaya seized this opporiu-

lt_v and ravaged the borders of the Cala Kingdcm,

Manavamma (MAnavarman) was the som of Kadyapa 11
AT bgr-650), and after his family was overthrown by Dithdpa
Tissa 11 (650-658), he fled to India and served under Narasinhavar-
man . He fought for this Pallava king apainst Pulakésin 11, and
was in turn helped by him to become king of Ceylon. On his first
attempt he captured only Anuradhapura, but came again later and
seized the throne. This time he was successful, probably becans:
the king who was reigning at the time he landed was not a member
of the royal family, and was really the tool of a Tamil called
Potthakottha, who administered the kingdom,

Though the Colas lost much of their territory after this defeat,
-C-:;ylun was invaded apgain about 950 by Parintaka 11 {953 o73)
s Mihindu IV (g5fi-g72) helped Pandya in a revolt against the
| C6las. Mihindu IV's forces not only checked this invasion but
even put to death the Céla general. Mihindu 1V's career is alsg
'portunl as he was the Orst Sinhalese king to form a marriage-
alliance with Kalinga, a connection which affecled the couree of
Ceylon history in later times.

Though the civil war came to an end with the accession of
Minavamma, the people of Ceylon before leng had to face fresl
troubles,  The Pandyas, who established themselves in power al
the end of the sixth century, under Sri Mira Sri Vallabha (815-860),
invaded Ceylon in the reign of Séna I (831-851) and were supported
by the Tamil mercenaries in the island. Sri Mara ravaged the
country, occupicd Anurddbapura, and carried away much booty.
Towards the end of his reign he lost much of his power, and his
son rose in revolt in 86o, 1*111 1T {851 B85}, who was Inoking out
for an opportunity to avenge Sri Mara's invasion of Ceylon, suppor-

'\ Mihindu IV was followed by the inefiicient ruler Séna V (g72-
gz). The Céra mercenaries revolted in his time, and he fled to
'I‘ huna where he lived for some time. His brother Mihindy ¥
Br-tor7) was even weaker as a king, Ilis government was co
lielpless that people refused to pay taxes, and as a result, his army,
which he could not pay, mutinied in ggr. He fled to Ruhupa to
gscape their wrath, and Rajarata fell into the hand of the Céra the =
throne, : e : ;
I : : Kanarese, and the Sinhalese {roops.
After this Ceylon was [riendly with Pindya, but had to contend |

with the rising power of Cola. In 910 the Céla king Parintaka 1 Rijardja T (g85-1014), who was extending the Cdla empire in

(907-053) defeated the Pandya ruler Maravarman Rijasinha 1T, every Ellr[:i:'tlun‘, did not fail _tn:l tike :}dvantagc_ of rht.% confusion
hat prevailed in Ceylon.  His troops invided Ceylon in 003 and

and the latlter sought the aid of Ceylon. The learned Sinhales: | ; : > o 4 p
king Kadyapa V (913-923), who himself feared the Célas, sent an Qi 1ied. Rajarata. 11"_":"' destroy ud. ey ,:}f the. buildings in
army to support i{ﬁj“_qiﬁh& II, but the combined army of the ]'I.ll!'lhdt].’ll]ll]’il, made Rajarzta a province of Cola end Polonnaruvy
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its capital. Rajéndra T (1o14-1044), the son of Rajarija, renewel
the conquest begun by his father and brought the whole island
under his rule. He captured Mihindu V in 1017 and sent him 1o
South India along with the Pandya regalia.  Though the Sinhales o8 8grder, the punishment of offenders, and the supervision of village
had held their own against the Cdlas in the tenth century, theyf Sorks such as the building of the bunds of tanks. The judicial
found the mighty power of the Cala empire under Rajarija I too i work consisted of inquiring inte complaints I‘Egd_ldlr‘h offenices
strong to resist. Hence Ceylon for the first time came under the mmittcd in the ulhgc -:“-ld deciding wlmt punist ments should

direct rule of a foreign power.

There is also more evidence in the inscriptions with regard to
the system of village self-government. The administrative duties
of the gansabha consisted mainly in the maintenance of peace and

5. THE SysTEM OF GOVERNMENT AND PoLITICAL IDEAS or assault and thelt fines, and for the stealing of cattle branding.
0 the case of menials who could not afford to pay fines their hands
were cut off, while those who effaced brand marks were made to

ftind on hot iron sandals.  As at this time it was not the individuoal

The kings of this time, like those of the preceding period, were
‘despotic, and their power was limited only by the custems'and the
traditions of the country. The succession, as before, was from| 38
brother to brother, and then to the son of the eldest brother and his| '
brothers. Further all these had to be of noble descent on tle
mother's side as well. Nextlo the king was the sub-king or ynivard.,
He was sometimes consecrated as wfardje, when he appears to have
had a share in the government of the country. The yuvarija was
usually the heir to the throne, and was, called the mahafipa. After]
him came the rulers of Ruhuga and Malaya who were usually men-
bers of the royal family.,

menial did not pay a fine his family had to pay the sum, Similarly
the village had to be responsible to the king for the actiens of its
inhabitanis. TIf, for instance, a criminal of a village was not fovnd
thin forty-five days the king’s officials, when they came on their
innual circuit, exacted a fine from the entire village.

The villages that belonged to the vihares were also administered
according to definite rules.  The bhikshus, unlike Christian monks,
ording to their rules of discipline could neither attend to the
rk of cultivation nor administer the lands that belonged to the
_ irfs. Hence special lay wardens were appointed to protect the
property of the vihar?, collect the revenues due from the lands
leased out, exact the services due from the tenants, arnd supply the
rEpcssurJ'es of the bhikshus. In the larger vihirés tkere were a
‘number of lay officials such as the steward, the clerk, the Tegistrar
f cuskets, the keeper of the caskets, and the almoner, besides
ervants and slaves.  All these were given lands belonging to the

More information is available also with regard to civil and
military officials. The post of sénfpati, as in the North Indian
Period I, was the most important. It was given to one whom the
king trusted fully, and it was usually amember of the royal family
that was appointed. Three other posts mentioned are these of {1
seahalEhfia (the chief scribe), the ehalfagdhaka (the parasol-beares),
and the asiggdhaka (the sword-bearer). The chief duty of tlie]
mahalEkia was the drafting of the king's edicts, a work which w:s|
considered very important, The chaffa or parasol was the symbl
of royal dignity, and played to some extent the part of a flag in dré as payment for services, and the lands passed from father
modern times, ‘The bearer of it and the bearer of the sword becam. S son as long as the services continved to be rerdered.  The officials
important as the king's immediate and trusted attendants. They had to keep a record of all services and pay rn_ent-r. They had no
were also usually connected with the royal family. In addition tof 5 ight to accept gifts from the tenents of the vihare lards or demand
these there was a council which carried out the orders of the king. | 4 y services for themselves,
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The viharés and the lands that belonged to them were consider
ed sanctuaries. The king’s officials could not demand any services
from them, cut trees within them for timber, or arrest offenders
that took refuge in them. The king, however, had the right to
punish such villages if they did not punish criminals that took
refuge in them,

The views about kingship underwent a change at this time,
As a result of the influence of Mahdyina Buddhism, kings wer
regarded no longer as ordinary human beings, but were looke
upon as badhisattvas, or beings who deserved to be worshippe:.
In the ninth century the kings themselves, prolably influenced by
the ideas of the Puranas, tried to gain prestige by tracing thei
descent to the Sun, and thus claiming to be members of the Soly
dynasty,

6. AGRICULTURE, IRRIGATION AND TraDE

There was continued expansion in agriculture and irrigaticn
during this period. The cultivation of rice was carried on witl
great vigour. The practice of constructing large tanks, begum to-
wards the end of the preceding period, was continued durirg 1L
first half of this period when seme of the largest tanks were buil:.
At the beginning of the fifth century Upatissa I built the Tapaviva
in Polonnaruva. Dhatuséna (a0, 460-478) built the Kalaviva by
seeting up a dam across the Kalda Oya. Mugalan 11 (4.0, 537-550)
also built many tanks. The Kurunduviiva, which is either th.
Giant's Tank or the Akattimurippu (Akatti Breached Tank), w: «
built by Aghd I (a.n. 568-6o1), who is said to have consiructe
also the Mihintal® Tank and restored the Alahiira Canal, constiucted
during the preceding period. Agbé II (A,D. Gor-611) built the
Kantalai and the Giritalé Tanks.

The Kalaviiva when full covered nearly seven square miles.
Its dam is about three-and-a-half miles long and thirty-six to filly-
eight feet high, while its spill is constructed out of hammercd granile.
It appears to have been fed by water flowing from the Matale hill-
by connecting its feeding stream, the Dambulla Oya, with the
Nilanda Oya, a tributary of the Amban Ganga. Intwn it servedl
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as a storage reservoir which fed through canals the district between
the Kali Oya and the Malvatu Oya,

Of the canals that conveyed water from the Kalaviva the best
known was the Jaya Gaiga, now called the Yada Ala, which connec-
ted the Kalaviiva with the Tisaviiva in Anuradhapura. It is fifty-
four miles in length and forty feet wide. Its construction shows
greal engineering skill, as the gradient for the first seventeen miles
is only six inches for a mile, The Jaya Ganga provided water [or
a district of about one hundred and eighty square miles, and was
the chief source of water-supply for Anuradhapura.

The Akatti-murippu has a bund four-and-a-half miles long
and was fed by constructing an anicut (fekkam) across the Malvatu
Oya and diverting a part of its water through a canal. The Giant’s
Tank has a wery much longer bund, and covers an area of six-
thousand four-hundred acres. Tt is also fed by water from the
Malvatn Oya sent through an excavated channel (dlavakika). The
cmbankment of the Kantalai Tank is over a mile in length and is
about fifty-four feet high. At full level it covers about three-
thousand, seven-hundred acres,

The amount of labour needed for constructing these bunds
and canals much have been very considerable, The inhabitants
around Giant's Tank are said to have informed tle Dutch governor
vin Imhoff that five hundred men would take four to five months
merely to repair its bund, The building of such huge tanks and
sich lurge digiibas was possible because the people, who cultivated
rice and other cereals, did not usually have work for more than
lilf the year ; and the king was able to exact r@jakariva from the
prople whenever he needed their services, .

The Ca#lavasisa refers incidentally to four famines that took
plice in the reigns of Kit Siri ME (550) Silaméghavarna (615-626)
IVithipatissa 1 (626-641) and Udaya I (885-8g6). The famine
thiat took place in the time of Dathopatissa I was due to the prolong-
vil civil war but the causes that led to the others are not known,
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The Sinhalese rulers, who depended mainly on the grain-tax hinese junks came to Ceylon to exchange their goods with those of
for their revenue, did not pay much attention to trade, but the B jign traders who came from the West.

spices drew foreign traders to Ceylon from very early times.

: : . IHISM AND HINDUISM
It is not certain whether the Arabs, who came before the 7. BUDDHISM AND H

Christian era to south-west India, had dealings with Ceylen, From Buddhism, too, made great advances during this period.
the second century a.p. till the early part of the third century Greck pobably as a result of the influence of Mahdyanism, it took a more
traders came to the island. There was again a revival of tradr ppular turn, and satisfied the needs of the laity better. There
after the time of Constanting {A.D. 323-337), who made Byzentivm Wils a great increase in the number of shrines, and the use of images
(Constantinople) the capital of the Roman Empire? and brocvght i Can aid to worship became popular.  There was also regular
into close contact with the East. ching on Pdya days and religious festivals became common,
bhikshus, too, entered more into the life of the peeple by the

Another people that came to Ceylon to trade were the Persians, th : P
more frequent performance of ceremonies such as Pirif.

who took ship from the Persian Gulf. The Persians were originally
followers of Zoroaster, the great teacher still followed by the Parsee:
of India and Ceylon, but these who came to Ceylon were Christians
who belonged to the Nestorian sect. Just as the Mahdyanisis
disagreed with the Hinayanists with regard to the personality of
the Buddha, so the Nestorians differed [rom other Christians in
their belief with regard to the personality of Christ. The Persiar s
also traded with south-west India, and the Syrian Christian Church
of Travancore goes back to their times.

The Buddhist Bhikshus, however, did not excercise any political
power, like Christian monks and Brahmin priests.  They sometimes
peame the teachers of kings, but they never served as government
ginls or political advisers, Unlike Christian churchmen, they
d not usually oppese kings in political matiers or claim powers

came into conflict with the kings' rights, The influence of
¢ bhikshus depended on their own character, their good work
on behalf of the people, and the respect in which they were held
|_" kings and other laymen, who were anxious to enjoy bliss and

The Persian trade with Ceylon ceased in the seventh century
pscape the dreadful sufferings of hell,

when Persin was captured by the Muslims. Muhammad, before
his death in a.p, 632, had become ruler over all Arabia, and his
successors, called the Ciliphs, within ten years of their teacher's
death conquered Syria, Egypt and Persia. Their conguest of
Alexandria in A.n. 638 stopped Ceylon's direct Lrade with th
Byzantine Empire, and this led before long to trade relations bet
ween Ceylon and Yemen in Aralia,  Before the end of the tentl
century the Arabs established a trading settlement in Colombo,

The different Buddhist sects made great headway, and there
a5 4 certain amount of rivalry among them. The Dhammarucis
increased in numbers, and dwelt in the Mahfvihré and at Sjgiriva
and Mihintalé. The Chineze writers mention that there were
.t | Ceylon at this time the Buddhist sects called the MahifnsGsakas
ind the Dharmaguptakas. - Both these sects dizagreed with the
Théravadins on matters of discipline. The Cilavansa mentions
‘the existence of the Mahasanghikas, who were the first 1o separate
from the Théravida seet, and some of their ideas are found in the
) _Puh commentaries.  The Pansukialikas, who were hitherto merely
listinguished by their stricter ascetic practices, formed into a
's'Epar:Lte sect in 871 in the reign of Séna IT,

These Arabs carried on their trade as far as Ching, but in the
tenth century when the Sung dynasty (gho-1280) came into powe
he Chinese tried to trade directly with other countries. Then

'IE was another Brzantine umpﬁrur. Justinian {a.p. 527-565), who gol
tho immense mass of existing laws codified, and his *Body of Civil Law' wa-
adopted later by most of the European countries, and was introdoced into
Ceylan by the Dutch governor, Joan Mantzuyker,

The Sinhalese bhikshus, who belonged to these sects, did not
~ limit their activitics to this island. They went on pilgrimages to
* places sacred to Buddhism in India like Buddha Gaya, and it is
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siid that Kit Siri Mevan sent an embassy with gifts to Samudragupta
in order te obtain permission to build a vihare at Buddha Gaya for
the use of Sinhalese pilgrims.

| became the palladiton of the Sithalese kings. Tt was believed
10l possess miraculous powers, and the possession of it, like the
givclgear and the regalia, was considered necessary for a king,
ce kings, whenever they changed their capital, removed it
i placed it in a new building in the new town they ocenpied.
~ In the time of Mugalan I (a1 406-513) the Aésadhatu (1he

Miir-relic) of the Buddha was brought to Ceylon. This too was
r, in a precious casket and placed in a special building.

Sinhalese Buddhist bhikshus forther did missionary waorle in
various parts of India. One of their centres was Nagarjunikonda,
where recently the remains of a viharé used by them was discovered,
Chinese books tell us that when Chinese women wanted an order
of bhikshunis established in their country, it was the Bhikshuni-
of the Dharmaguptaka sect in Ceylon that came to their help, in Mahidyinism also exercised much influence over the island,
spite of the grave dangers involved in a sea-voyage at that time. nd the cult of the hadhisativa gained a strong footing especially

Buddhism spread to China in the first century a.p,. during
the rule of the Han dynasty (206 B.D.-A.10. 220), and after thal time
bhikshus from Ceylon visited China, and Chllme. pilgrims came to
India to visit the holy places of Buddhism as well as to tuke copics
of the Buddhist Scriptures,  One of these, I%a-Hsien, visited Ceylo
about A.p. 412 and spent two years in this country.  The Sinhales:
kings such as Mahanima sent embassics to Chinese CMPErors owing
to their commeon interest in Buddhism from carly in the fifth to the
middle of the eighth century, when China reached the zenith of
its power under the T'ang dynasty (a.D. 618-go7).

Whom the Mahiyinists looked upon as the saviour of mankind,
I the seventh century a temple was built to the god Kihireli
F puluvan by Dappula, and there is reason to think that this god
il'-._r wis 1 Mahayinist bodhisattva,
One of the chief results of the spread of Mahayviina Buddhism
the impetus it give to the study of Sanskrit, in which language
scriptures were written. A Sanskrit inscription in Ceylon of
seventh century an. recmds the wish of the author to be o
uddhlL by the merit he has gained. Another Sanskrit inscription,
ghich belongs Lo the cighth century, contains the regulations for

The Buddhist bhikshus and bhikshunis thus rendered great
services in spreading their faith in Ceylon and other countries,
They kept up also learning and culture and educated such of the
laity who came to them to learn reading, writing, and other subjects
they knew. Many of these no doubt led noble lives, but the endow-
ments made by kings and chiefs to the vibirés made many, whe
desired a life of ease, join the Sangha. These often did not keep
to the standards expected of bhikshus and eight kings during thi-
period had to expel unworthy bhikshus from the Sangha.

precincls of the Abhayagiri Vikiré in Anurddhapura, or in lands
longing to it. The Abhavagiri Vihareé was well-known for its
tolerance of hercesies, and the inscription shows that its inmates
must have had a good knowledge of Sanskrit.

At the beginning of this period, in the lime of Kit Siri Mevan,
the daladd, whith was believed to be a tooth of Gantama Buddhsa
and worshipped in Kalinga in India, was brought to Ceylon. [t
was placed in a special building, and even in those days it was
taken out in procession once a year, when there was great rejoicing,
The people regarded it as o symbol of the Buddha, and before long

The study of Sanskrit in turn had  far-reaching  results,
Students in Ceylon came into touch with the great Sanskrit literary

" iLater Suilalese works ruu.gll a lenowlzdpe of the works of Mg whiiyiinist
Sanskrit writers, such as Arvasira's fatakamila (The Garlamd of Licth
Btories), Chandeagomin's grammar, and Sdntidéva's excellent poem, Hodhi-
Cguriydvatdra (The Eatrance into the Training lor Enlightenment.)
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works such as the Indian epics and the works of Kilidasa, They
borrowed from Sanskrit a large number of words that the Sinhales:
lunguage lacked, and thus increased its richness of expression,
They hitherto knew only the books of the Pali Canon, but now
found new meodels in Sanskrit for literary works. They began to
consider words from a new angle by the study of grammar, phonetic:
and etymology and to write more skilfully in verse by the stud
of prosody and poetics. Sanskrit writers dealt also with sucl |
subjects as astronomy, medicine, the magic arts, music, architectu: |
and politics, and these sciences began to be studied in Ceylon, !
In other words while a knowledge of Pali gave almost exclusivel.
an education in religions matters, Sanskrit brought to the people @
knowledge of secular subjects,

The spread of Sanskrit in Ceylon at this time was due also 11
another cause.  Sanskrit was the language of Hinduism just as Pali
was the language of Théravida Buddhism, and Hinduism began 1
influence Ceylon as a result of its revival in India under the Gupi.
kings. In the seventh century there was a Hindu revival also in |
South India. It was cansed mainly by the activities of the Saivaite
and the Vaishnavaite saints who composed and sang hymns in
praise of Siva and Vishnu, This revival too was not without it
effects on Ceylon. Temples for the worship of Siva were set up
at Mantai and Trincomalee probably by Tumil settlers.  The imag.
of the Hindu god Vishnu which is now at the Mahadévilé in Kandy
is said to have been brought to Dondra in 7go, while a Vishno
temple was built also at Kantalai before the end of this period.

Hinduism was able to spread on account of two reasons, |t
was not usual for kings of India and Ceylon to persecute anv
religious secis.  On the other hand, they generally conferred thei
boons on all alike, and as had long een the case with the bhikshus,
so now the Brihmin priests were maintained by the kings. The
other reason was that the Brihmin priests did net come into direct
conflict with Buddhist bkifshes. They were not an order of
ascetics, and their chicl duties Jay in earrying out for the peopls
the domestic rites and sacraments which the bhikshos themeelvos
did not consider it within their province to perform. The gods
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8. LITERATURE

“The growing interest in Buddhismand fheinfluence of Sanskrit
1 lo a great deal of literary activity. The carliest work of this
nd is the Dipavansae, a compilation of Pali ballads and verses,
st of which were composed during the North Indian Period 1.
deals with the introduction of Buddhism into Ceylon and the
tory of Ceylon up to Mahasen. The study of Pli and the use
it for the writing of books became more common with the arrival
| Buddluglmsa from India in the reign of Mahaniama (A.n.

g-431). He is the author of Viswddhi Magga (The Path to
rity) in which he gives a restatement of Buddhist doctrine.  He
so said to huve translated the Sinbalese commentaries on the
nonical works into the Pali language.  His works had a profound
fluence on luter Buddhists, and his methods of exposition of the
iptures were followed in later times even in Burma.

* The most important Pali work of this period is the Makanasisa,
ritten about the sixth century A.p. It covers the same ground
\the Liipavensa, but gives much more matter, borrowed from the
{hakathd. 1t is an epic and a work of art, and shows the influence
Sanskrit both in language and instyle, The Maldvadnsa was one
the two works that most influenced later Pili and Sinhalese
tum The other was the Jalaka, with its introduction, the
dana Katha. The Mahitadhivanse, which shows the influence
bf these two works, also appeared at the end of this period, and
es the history of the bo-tree in Anurddhapura.

There was one great Sanskrit work composed during this period.
Kumiradisa's Janakiharaa or the Abduction of Sitd, which
hows the influence of Kilidisa's Raghuvansa. The author of this
Work is not the king Kumira Dhitusena (an. 513 522}, as is
sumed by many. W hoever he was, his work became famous

“wmong scholars even in India.
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Literary activity in Sinhalese was much less than in Pali.  |n
the time of Buddhadisa, at the end of the fourth century A,
some sections of the Pill Conon were translated inte Sinhalesc
In the time of Agbhd [ {A p, 563-001) it is said there were twelvw
Sinhalese pocts,  Four Sinhalese works, which still exist, ATl
before the end of this period.  The Sivabasfakara is o work compe-
ed about the ninth century an., and testifies to the extensiv
mfluence of Sanskrit at this time. It is an adaptation of Dandin
Sanskrit work Kavvadarsa which deals with alapbdra or figures
speech. The other three works are purely of religious interes
The Sikavalanda Vinisa and the Herapasika Vindsa consist ol o
51!1111“.:11'}-' of precepts to be observed by dhikshus and Sdmanéro
(novices) respectively.  The Diempivd Afwrd Gatapadaya is sail
to have been written by Kasyapa V (s, gr3-923). It is o
explanation of the words and phrases in the Pali D lamima
At rhathd, :

At the heginning of this peried the Sinhalese language bego
to take a distinctive form,  The seript, too, went through a change
about the same time, but it hegan Lo take on its modern roundi
form only at the end of this period, when the language also beg. u
to be strongly influenced by PAli and Sanskrit.

. ARCHITECTURE, SCULPFTURE AND PAINTING

The spread of Buddhism and the growth of prosperity as woll
as the relations with India led also to a great advance
architecture, The shrines erected at first during this period consis
ted of two sections standing en two platforms connected by o
enormous slab,  One ol these sections formed the real shrine,
*while the other was used for the beating of the drims,  Later much
grander structures were erected.  For instance the building lying
to the west of the Jftavanfirima Digiha was originally a vaultod
building. Its brick walls and immense door-posts of stone are vl
Lo be seen. It has o porch (mandapa), @ nave, a communicatio
passage, and o shrine, and resembles in some tespects a Christion
church,  The digibas of this period are small in size, and tlhe
platforms on which they stand are square.
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CHAPTER 1

THE EARLY SETTLERS AND THEE
INTRODUCTION OF BUDDHISM

I. TuE IsraxD

1 fanding of Vijaya with his seven hundred followers is generally
jiarded as the starting point of the history of Ceylon. This is not
i ising as the Mahdvassa, the chief authority for the reconstrue-
wni of the early history of this island, refers to this event as its
iul limman settlement. But the story of man in Ceylon goes back
0 varlier times, and it is necessary to begin with =ettlers who
|ubably came thousands of years before the pecple who spoke an
ivan language became the masters of this island.

lefore these settlements are dealt with, it is essential to study
lie pengraphical situation of Ceylon, as it exercised a great influence
i it history. A plance at a map of Asia will show how close
iyl is to India and how it is separated from other countries by
Lo expanse of water in the south, the east, and the west. This
Ition had the inevitable result of linking the fortunes of Ceylon
iy closely with those of India. Ewery great change in India—
wlitical, economie, social or religious—had its repercussicns in
lilv i-lind, and every wave of Indian civilization up to the end of
hi tifteenth century made its way to this land and left its mark on
lip Tiie and thought of its people. This closeness to India al:o
Kpliins why the majority of the people of Ceylon are of Indian
fggin, and why Sinhalese and Tamil are still the main languages
Wil 1tinddhism and Hinduism the chief religions of the people,

Ihough this closeness caused Ceylon to be influenced
iiiuously by India, the fact that it is cut off from the mainland
i narrow stretch of sea has helped it to maintain a continuity
lts civilization much better than any part of India where great
virions and upheavals have often shattered the vestiges of its
al, Buddhism, though it arose in India, submitted graduvally



. and there take refuge for a time. The result is that the peo ol

2 THE EARLY HISTORY OF CEYLON

to the encroachments of Hinduism and practically disappeal
with the Mnslim invasions, Théravida Buddhism, on the otll
hand, which made its way to Ceylon in the third century B.C.,
maintained itsell in spite of the many vicissitudes it has go
through, and still has more adherents than any other religion in
island.

Another canse that drew Ceylon away from India, in addif
to its besing an island, is its position in the highway of sea-tra
midway between Europe and the Far East, which brought Cey
into touch with traders from the East and the West. Trade
first, on account of its small volume exercised little influence o
the history of Ceylon, but its sudden development after
Crusades, owing to the increasing demand for the excellent Cej
cinnamon in European countries, made this island a place ofd
portance for commercial nations, and attracted the Portuguesey
Dutch, and the British. [Its strategic position in the highwal
sea-traffic and the command it gave over the western and e st
coasts of India also made it important to these nations and 3
the chief causes that led to its conquest by the British. Moreg
its insular position made it easy for these great sea-powers to g
control of it, stamp on it the influence of their civilization 3§
draw it away from the main currents of Indian history. It i§
this reason that the Portuguese succeeded in establishing so firf
the Roman Catholic Church and the Dutch their legal systen
Ceylon.

The fact that Ceylon lay near the southernmost edge of
Lndian sub-continent also had a vital influence on its history.
narrowness of the intervening sea made it easy from the eaf
times for people to migrate from South India and make |
contribution to the population of this island. In the abseng
any land bevnnd each set of people that came could be drivel
further by their successors. Hence the earliest settlers had el
to mix with the new-comers or to escape to the central highl

Ceylon, as the various castes partly show, derive their origin’|
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Gupta style is to be seen in the bas-relief at Isurumuniya of a
an and a woman, and in-other pieces of sculpture, such as the
gures of the Buddha, seated in the posture of meditation, andthe
foonstone carved on hard stone at the entrance of the so-called
leen's Palace at Anuridhapura,

Another type of building which probably belongs (o this peri
is the gedigé (temple) at Nalanda. It is built entirely of stonc |
the style of the structural buildings erected by the later Pall.i
rulers who followed Narasimhavarman [ Nilanda lies micdwi§
on the road from Dambulla to Matalg, and was a military '|||.
owing to its strategic position between Malaya and Anuradhapur
The army during this peried consisted partly of Hindus from So
India, and some of them no doubt were Pallava soldiers,
Minavamma became king of {L}-IOII with the help of a Pallu
army. This temple might have beén built for the use of Hind
trocps whoe were stationed at this place,

. There are also examples of the Pallava style, The carvings
0l fizures of elephants on cither side of the cleft of the rock at
furumuniya reminds one of the great bas-relief at Mahabalipuram,
ppresenting the origin of the Ganges, where the central cleft
_ms::ms the river. The fipure of the man and the horse's head
[ the same place is also a picce of sculpture in the Pallava style.

The frescocs of Sigiviya are the oldest noteworthy paintings
| Ceylon, and bear a remarkable resemblance to some of the wall
lintings in the caves at Ajanta in western India, They contain
ither singly or in couples some twenty-one half-figure portraits
ipresenting apsarasas or divine musicians, or, as considered by
flany, queens and princesses with their ladies-in-waiting. “The
se of these figures is singularly graceful, while the actual brush *
jork indicates a sound knowledge of modelling and technique.
h the whole, while these examples do not exhibit quite the skill
[ the best works at Ajantd, they are nevertheless very charming
orks of art.

No castles were built by Sinhalese kings in order to prot
themselves, as kings and nobles did in Europe, They merely Ton
one or more walls round their ecities, which were sometiin
surrounded by moats,  In times of special danger they someting
took refuge in rock-fortresses, which gave them greater protectin
The best example of an old rock-fortress in Ceylon is Siginy
which became the capital in the time of Kasyapa I Tt is a huy
unscalable rock rising suddenly from the ground to a height of abua|
six hundred feet, and Kasyapa I must have been a person whi
possessed great imagination and courage to have attempted |
transform such a rock into an impregnable fortress. The figu
of the huge sleeping lion, constructed on the ledge of the rock
which gave to the rock the name of Sinhagiri or Sigiriya (the Lia
rock), the gallerics and the wall around them, covered with mar |l
like plaster, and the beautiful frescoes certainly display very groi
skill, and are undoubtedly a credit to Kasyapa's asthetic taste.

CHAPTER IV
THE POLONNARUYA PERIOD

 has already been shown in the previous chapters how Ceylon
fas influenced in turn up to the Céla conquest by the Asdkan and
ie Gupta civilizations. The-influence of North India waned after
ie tenth century as this region fell into the hands of the Muslims
-u:'- its Hindu civilization received a set-back. South India, how-
ver, continued to be Hindu till 1565, and during this time three
feat cmpires, the Cola, the Pindya and the Vijayanagara, rose
b succession, Ceylon had divect relations with all these three

Kisyapa erected the royal buildings on the top of this rock
In the area below, on the west side, he set up the council ehaml
and other buildings where he held his public functions. 1l
consiructed the city by enclosing two oblong level spaces, one ol
either side of the rock, with ramparts and moats.

Some of the best pieces of Ceylon sculpture also belong to thid
period.  Most of the carving is done on gneiss, though it is morg
difficult to work on it than om limestone which was used in thy

preceding period.  In the early part of this period the influence of EndianEainhng by Tercy Reown, ;35

. #
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empires and for short periods came under the rule of the Calas and
the Pandvas, The result was it came to be strongly influenced Ty
South India during the period from the Cola conquest up to the
coming of the Portuguese.

Wo peoples abzorbed to a great extent the attention of Rajéndra’s
ccessors, Rajadhirdja I (1o44-1054), Rijendra 1T (1o54-1064)
id Virarijéndra (1064-to70). At the accession of the next ruler
{hirdjéndra in 1070 there was a civil war which led to his death,
tl the throne was immediately seized by the Eastern Cilukya
nlottunga I (Toyo-1120),

This South Indian Period may be divided further into two
pericds @ one [rom the Cola conguesi in To17 up to the end of 1he
reign of Micha in 1235, and the other from the reign of Vijayabaln
ITT {1232-1236) to the arrival of the Portuguese in Ceylon in 1505
Polonnaruva was the capital of Ceylon from to1y to 1235 and this
period may appropriately be called the Polonnaruva Period,

4 Euldttunga's reign was spent parily in fighting the Calukyas
idl subduing his rebellious subjects in Pandya, Cera, and Kalinga.
sucecessors, Vikrama Cola (1120-1135) and Knoldttunga II
135-1150) maintained intact the empire left by him, but in the
' of the mext ruler, Rajardja II (r15o-1173) the Cola
iministration began to show signs of weakness. The local rulers
gan to assert their power and even waged wars without any
ference to the Emperor.  Such a war was the one begun by two

The choice of Polonnaruva as the capital was due to many
reasons. [t now surpassed Anurddbapura as a centre of agricultu ol
activity. As it lay in a strategic position against invasions from
Ruhuna, it was more important than Anurdadhapura to the Colas,
who had no enemies from South India to fear.  After the expulsion
of the Calas the Sinhalese kings, too, preferred to reside in Polon !
naruva, as Anurddhapura was in ruins, and the sitvation offSRelottunga 11T (1182-1218), The Cola rulers gave their aid to the
Polonnaruva was more central and, therefore, more suitable (o ;
the direct government of the whole island. gacy. The result was that Pandya, coming under a single ruler,

_ Two of the greatest Sinhalese kings lived during this time,
One of these, Vijayabihu I, who commenced his career as ruler of
Malaya, made Ceylon independent of the Colas, and ruled over the
whole island, The other, Parikramabdhu the Great, who alw
ruled over the whoele island, made war in South India and Burn,
set up an efficient system of administration, developed agricultig
by constructing extensive irrigation works, and spread Buddhi-m
by encouraging Buddhist literature and by setting up religiong
buildings.

_uk}-:ui, defeated by the Kikatiyas about 1173, lost much of their
wer, and their vassals the Hoysalas began to free themselves
-.i:,-- their control,

¢ In1z216 Maravarman Sundara Pandya made war on Kuldttunga
[I. Kulottunga, unable to resist him, fled leaving his capital to
firavarman's mercy. Later he regained his throne by acknowledg-
g the supremacy of Péndya, as he was helped by the Hoysala
iler who feared the rising power of Pandya. Thus the great
6la Emperor who ruled over a great part of India now became a
ibordinate of his erstwhile fendatory Pindya.

1. THE COnas

The great Cola empire established by Rijarija the Groeal
reached the zenith of its power under his son Rajéndra 1 (10:4
1044). Rijéndra I strengthened the position of the Calas in Indiy
and .Ceylon, and gained control of the Malay Peninsule and th
East Indies. In 1016 the Western Cilukyas, who had regaine(
their power, made war on the Célas, and the struggle between tli

&

2. Tue Copa RULE IN CEYLON AND LTS
OVERTHROW BY Vijavasanu 1

. The Colas who conquered Ceylon in 1017 maintained {heir
e till toyo.  Defore this Pandya and Cola adventurers had seized
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the Sinhalese throne and become masters of the island ; but then
rule made little dilference to the people, as they merely took the
place of Sinhalese kings and ruled the country more or less as the
Sifihalese kings did before them.  In 10157 Ceylon for the first Linwe
ceased to be an independent kingdom, and became a mere unit of
the mighty Cdla empire. It is not known whether the Colu
changed the administrative system in any way, apart from appoin|
ing their own people to the higher administrative and military posis,
Though the Céla soldiers attacked Buddhist shrines in times of war
it is not likely that the Cola governors deviated [rom the usul
custom of Cola kings and persecuted Buddhism. They, being
Hindus, no doubt offered their patronage mainly to Hinduism, L
in this they did not adopt an altogether new policy, as Sifhales
kings had supported Brihmins belore them. In culture the Cols
did not differ much from the Sinhalese, as they had come even
earlier under the influence of the civilization of North -TIndis
Nevertheless, the Cola occupation could not have been liked by 1y
Sinhalese chiefs, who lost their power and influence, or the peopl
as a whole, as the country was no longer ruled primarily in then
interests. The wealth of Ceylon partly went Lo enrich the Cili
kings, who spent a good deal on expensive wars and in building
and maintaining temples in South India, such as the one built al
Tanjore by Rajardja the Great, for the maintenance of which cvin
the income of five villages in Ceylon was devoted {rom 1014.

fee of them were Vikrama Pandya of the Pandya royal family
Jagatpila of Kanauj, both of whom ruled from Kal utara, and
rakrama Pindu, the son of the king of Pandya.

After the last of these was put to death by the Célas, a Sifihalese
fieral named LokéSvara (ro49-1055), assisted by a sectien of the
ihalese, captured Ruhuna about 104, and established himeelf
Mataragama on the Minik Ganga, while Kirti, a descendant
the Sinhalese royal family, supported by those who opposed
_ﬁsvaru. made himezelf ruler of Malaya. LokéSvara maintained
i hold over Ruhuna for six years, and on his death another
ihalese chief called Késadhatu Kasyapa succeeded him. Soon
er his accession he was attacked in turn by the Céolas and b

im and occupied Kataragama.

88 Ceylon from the Célas and become its ruler.  With this object
il view he began to make preparations for a war ; but, belore he was
iong enough Lo start his campaign, a Cola army marched to
diliuna te erush his power, Vijayabihu was too shrewd to risk
'ppsitinn by fighting against the Calas. Thercfore he made 2
y retreat to Malaya, and stayed there till the Céla troops
thdrew. After that he came back to Ruhuna, and resided at
imbalagama (on the upper Ginganga), where he was safer from

In the early part of the reign of Rijéndra I (1o14-1044) @G 11ack of the Calas than at Rataragama,

Sinhalese made no attempt to regain their power, but about 12
they helped Pandya and Céra in their attempt to put an end
the suzerainty to Cola. Rijéndra crushed this rebellion, expells
the Pandya and the Céra rulers from their thrones, and made v
of his sons the ruler of these territories, Some members of 11
South Indian royal amilies then came to Ceylon and carried o
war against Cola in Ruhuni either independently or in alliance witl
the Sinhalese.

At this time there was a great deal of opposition to Céla rule in
arata, and an army had to be sent [rom South India to break
wn this resistance.  Once Rajarata was subdued, the Cola army
firched south-wards, and ravaged Rubuna, Vijayabialu thereup-
il occupied therock-fortress of Palutthagiri® and fortified the place.
When the Ciolas attacked him there, he defeated them, put their
gneral to death, and occupied Polonnaruva. The Cala king,
: piirarajéndra (1064-106g) having heard of this disaster, despatched
The first attempt to cxpel the Calas from Ceylon was made in
1029 by Vikramabihu, the son of Mihindu V. He was followodSe ittty hagiri 5 probably the same as Palaupina, a rock fortress near
J A ; gul Maha Vibard, which lies about eight miles fo the cast of
by five others whose power lasted only for short periods.  The Lust P ilksamanarana.

Irti, who had now a great following in Pasdun Karale, He.
Ceessfully defended himself against the Calas, but Kirti defeated

3 Kirti, who now assumed the name of Vijayabihu, decided to



70 THE EARLY HISTORY OF CEYLON THE POLONNARUVA PERIOD 71

in to67 a large army from South India. Vijayabihu sent foreul
io check its advance, but his army received such a defeat neal
Anuriidhapura that he was compelled to flee from Polonnaruva anif
defend himself for three months on the rocky hill of Vakirigals
lying to the west of Kaduganniva,

b

ir kinsmen in India, mutinied, killed the iwo generals, and burnt
king's palace. To save himsell Vijayabihu fled to Vakirigala
l all. his valuable possessions. Returning from there with
ips, he subdued the rebels, and cansed to be burnt to death
ringleaders who had dared to oppose his wishes.

After Vijayabihu's death his brother Jayabihu® became king.
fnext in succession was Vikramabahu, the son of Vijayabihu by
fincess of Kalinga, and he according to custem should have
ime the yuvardja (sub-king) and ruler of Miyarata. Jayabdhu,

feenaries called the Vitlaikkipas, who were unwilling to fight

When Vijayabihu was in these straits there was an insurrec! i
at Buttala led by a brother of Kesadhitu Kasyapa, and he had n
alternative but to leave for Ruhupa and subdue the rebol
Kesadhiin I{ﬁsfyup:u‘s brother was defeated, and Le went over i
the Calas. Vijayabdihu, who was not quite secure, once T
occupied Tambalagama which he further fortified. From il ever, favoured the sons of his sister Mittd who had married a
e went to Mahindgakula on the lower ValavEé Ganga and bepal a prince, and her eldest son Manidbharana became the ruler
to prepare for another war against the Colas. Hayarata, got himself consecrated as spardrd, and thus made

As a result of the rebellion that took place in 1070 at il
accession of the Cole ruler Adhirdjéndra and the confusion thi
{ollowed his death, Piandya was able to ascert its independcn
and Vijayabihu also took the opportunity to expel the Colas {ro
Ceylon. He sent one army from the west through Mayéarata wind,
captured Anuridhapura and oceupied Mantai and another alon
the enst coast towards Polonnaruva. After that he him:d
marched through Mahiyangana with another army and capti:
Polonnaruva, Thus he put an end to Céla rule in Ceylon and mau
Polonnaruva his capital which he re-named Vijayardjapura.

i did not wish to be deprived of his rights, immediately marched
his forces, and met near Buttala Manabharana and his two

: :‘tl:l fight him.® He defeated them in a number of skirmishes,
i expelling Jayabdhu from the throne, became kingof Rajarata.

3. ViJavapaHu I AND 115 SUCCESSORS  the castern part.

Vijayabihu I {1070-1114) ruled as sole monarch for forty-i.
years, but he could not achieve much as an administrator as li
reign was not altogether peaceful. TImmediately alter he expell
the Colas from the island, he had to erush a rébellion of one of I
generals, Again three brothers who held high posts in the counts
raised o rebellion which spread through Miayarata, Ruhuna, u
Malaya. The third rebellion, which took place in 1085, affect
his pesition even more seriously.  The ambassadors he sent to il
Western Calukya king, Vikramaditya V1, were ill-dreated by tl
Cilas, and to avenge this insult he prepared to make war on €0
But before his two generals could leave the island, the Tum

! ' 4|
Vijayabihn I jﬂyallxilm Mitth

|
]nhﬁLu 11 Tarfkramabilu I ?I-'I,l'v.nﬁlrl!uﬂr:ina

]
511 Vallabha
3 2This has been identified with Diidigama,
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chased them as far as Wilaniya, but had to return to check 1)
march of an Indian adventurer called Viradéva who took 10

opportunity to invade Ceylom, Vitadéva, won a victory

Mannar, and chased Vikramabihu to Polonnaruva, which i
Vikramabahu at first retreated to Kotusara, a plo

occupied.
which seems to have stood to the south of the Mahavih Ganga, b
later defeated Viradéva, and once more became king ol Rajaran

Alter this the three brothers made no attempl to ow
Vikramahihu [rom the throne. There was, however, consio

fighting between the troops on either side of the frontiers, and il

led to o certain amount of misrule and disorder in the country.

Manabharana died after ruling for a few years and his brotl
Kirti Sri Mégha became the ruler of Mayarata, and 511 Vallall
obtained the whole of Ruhuna, Vikramabihu 11 died in 113
and was succeeded by his son, Gajabihu IL. The two biothes
Kirti Sri Mégha and Sri Vallabha, made an attack against Gajalal
ton, but Gajabahu, like his father, defended himsell successfully

4. Tue EarLy Lirk oF PARAKRAMAPANU I

A new figure now came on the scene. e was Parfikramalilu
the son of Manibharana, who by his shrewdness and ability brov .l
the whole country once more under a single ruler. Fortunatel
there is a good deal of information about him in the Calavansa,
his life forms an interesting study. His career can be divided int
three perinds. The first of these he spent in intriguing again
his uncle, Kirti Sr1 Mégha, and his cousin, Gajabiahu,  The secon
period consists of his rule over Miyirata and his wars against hi
cousins, Gajabihu, and Mandbharane, the son of Sri Vallalili
The third period, during which he was mas.er of the whole izl
was spent in erccting religious buildings, consiructing irrigati
works, and in waging wars in Burma and in South India.

At his father's death Parikramabihu went to Ruhuga i
lived with his uncle, Sr1 Vallabha at Mahanigakula. After son
time he returned to Mayarata and resided at Sankhatthall il
Kirti Sri Mdgha. Before long his ambition for power got the Dt i

THE POLONNARUVA PERIOD 3

lim, and he conspired to seize the throne of his uncle who gave
i hospitality. He marched with forces to Batalagoda,® which
god about ten miles away from Sankhatthali, and, murdering
uncle’s best general who was stationed there, he seized all the
fisures that were with him.  From there he proceeded to Buddha-
na (Minikdena in the Matalé District) slaying the coldiers who
rsued him, and allied himself with Gajabihu's general at

At this stage Iirti Sr1 Mégha sent a large army to capture his
bhiew, who was becoming a danger to him. Pardkramabihu, to
id capture by this army, retreated fust to Bogambara, which
& t0 the north-east of Mitalé, and from there to the Laggala moun-
ns.  But when he came from ihis place 1o Ambana, he was
feated and his forces were scattered by his uncle's troops.  Then,

y, and resided with him at Polonnarava.

Parikramabihu aghin acted treacherously against his host.
g made use of his stay at Polonnaruva to get supporters for

self, and to find out details with regard to the extent of
wealtl and the resources of Rajarata. As soon as he noticed
he had roused the suspicions of Gajabiihu, he fled from Rajarata
it came back to Méayarata, Kirti Sri Migha was not prepared
receive him at first, but, when Pardkramabahn's mother interced-
| on his behalf, he yielded to her entreaties, and allowed him to
fide with him. Kirti 5ri Mégha, who was now ruite old, died
bon alter, and since his brother, Sri Vallabha, was already dead,
arakramabahu succeeded Kirti 51 Migha as ruler of Miyirata.

5. THE Waks WITH GAJABAHU AND MANABIARANA

| Pardkramabilin was too ambitious to be satished with being
Uruler of only a part of Ceylon, and made it his aim to capture
wata,  First of all he strengthened the forees thal gnarded
he frontiers, und then made careful preparations for a war, He
plianned his campaign so as to attack Rajarata both from the west
nd from the south at the same time.  Belore he ordered the march

! Badalatthali



74 THE EARLY HISTORY OF CEYLON THE POLONNARUVA PERIOD 75
- Gajabihu after this kept his promises, and r::[mfccl ﬂﬂcr!-:_ of
ce from Mandbharana, But on his death Pardakramabihu
to fight again to become the ruler of Rajarataas I'rlﬁ.nz'il:h:u'm;_u.
was equally anxious to seize Rajarala and become 1_he c]!m[
or of the island, marcfied with his forees to wage war against him.

from the south, he got one of his generals to occupy Malayarata iy
order to prevent an attack from the rear, and made him con
Dumbara to begin his operations from this district. As soon »
Dumbara was occupied Gajabahu sent an army to check the agmres
sion of Parikramabihu, Pardkramabibu defented these forces
and began his campaign from the west, His troops first occupio
the west coast of Rajarata and the pearl-banks and then Pres:u
castwards along the Kali Oya, driving away the forces on 1y
frontier. After they had forced their wiy beyond Dambully
Gajabihu sent fresh forces and recovered the territory that v
lost on the west, but his forces cent to recover Dvmbara were defi
ted and scattered by Parikramabahu's troops.

Parikramabihu immediately stationed troops .:Llnng the
ihdvili Ganga to prevent Manibharana from crossing it. II_::m:e
ist of the fighting took place at first near the fnlrcls of tIuIz Mahavili
figa, such as the ferry near Hembarflva, thirteen I_'nl.lﬂs to _thr:
rth of Alutnuvara, Dastota and Migantota. Pmnk_rnm;liba]m
cceeded in repelling all attacks, but failed to win a decisive victory
d drive the enemy away, Thereupon he adopted a new method
] He sent an army from the north-west of Ruhuna b.y
of Ratnapura to attack the enemy from the rear. Mani-
flarana now sent a part of his troops to check the march of the
lemy from the west, But, before Pardkramabihu could take
lvantage of this partial withdrawal of the troops, his gunel:ul.
lirayana, who was stationed at Anurddhapura, rose in {'l:-.b-:ilmn
il he was obliged to send a part of his troops to crush him, - Al-
ilgil this rebellion was quickly subdued, Minibharana defeated
forces soon after; and he was compelled {o retreat to

After this victory Pardkramabihu started an attack once mond
both from the west and the south. The army on the west capture
again the district of the coast, and marchin g eastwards occupii
Anuridhapura, while the army on the south marching northwards
occupicd the Alahira District, From these two places both armie
pressed on Po !unnm‘ln‘u and took Gajabahu prisoner.

Gajabdhu's supporters immediately sought the help
Manabharanpa, the con of Sri Vallabha, who now ruled Rulu i |
and Minabharana, in spite of the alliance he had already made witl)
Parakramabihu, came with his forces, and capiured Polonnaruvi,
Instead of releasing Gajabihu, he cast him in a dungeon and miulg
himself ruler of Rajarata.

itiya. Mianabharana followed the enemy as far as f:i]"lluln':,
Fom there he sent one army to Anuridhapura, to attack Mayiraia
; the north-east, while he himself decided to march to
finikdena to attack it from the east, This plan of campaign
pwever failed as his army which went to Anuridbapura was
Efeated near Kaldviiva, After this Pardkremabiihu pressed f::u'—
fird against Mindbharana, and at the end of six }nmlihs’ fighting
on a decisive victory. Mandbharana fled immediately to Ruhuna
where he died soon after, while Parikramabilu, having caplured
.i'.r', son Sr1 Vallabha, occupied Polennaruva, and got himsell
tonsecrated as king in 1153

~ Gajabihu, who now found himself in a worse plight, sougl
Parikramabihu's help, and Parikramabihu captured Polonnaruv
once more.  Mandbharana, being defeated, fled to Ruhuna, whild
Gajabihu, who was set free, fled to Kotuzara, from where he directol
his attacks against the forces of Pardkramabihu,  After some tiiny
witli the !I.l]llJ of SOHTLE hil'ik,\}]]“s J:]Q came to terms with Parakrezn.
bihu.  They made each the other's heir, and premiscd to live o
peace with each cther and to support each other in case of atik
[fronm o thivd party. !

i i ., T CongueEsT oF Runtwa
'TL is possible that one of the eauscs that Jed 1o the war betwe [f] T C 8]

Pardkramabidliu and Gajabahu was the coming of some Torcign prines
to the court of Polonnaruva and ithe fear of Pardkramabihu that one of
these would be made Gajubibu's successor.

The opposition in Ruhuna to the rule of l’:i]'ﬁkr:.n.mhﬁhu did
ot come to an end with the death of Manibharana. Some of its




76 THE EARLY HISTORY OF CEYLON THE POLONNARUVA PERIOD 77
chiefs who expected punishment at the hands of Pardkramabiihn,
supported by Sngala, the mother of Mandbharana, rose in rebellinn
in 1157, Parikramabihu, like the Colas, found it no casy Lask
to subdue the rebels, as they when defeated retreated to the il
districts and carried on a goerilla warfare.

7. THE KaLiwci DyxasTy

Parikramabihu the Great had ne son to suceeed him, and he
rranged Lhat his sister’s son, the Kilinga prince Vijayabahu
hould take his place,  But this arrangement was not favoured by
me section as Vijayabihn was a foreigner, and on the very day of
is accession Lhere was a revolt which fortunately for him was
pppressed by a general that supported him., Once order was
estored  Vijayabiahu did not believe in working against his
pponents but {ried to win them over to his side. Te released
lose whom Parikramabihu had imprisoned and restored to them
he lunds that had heen confiscated.

As soon as the rebellion broke oul, Pariikramabdhu, in ordo
to capture the Tooth and the Bowl relics, sent an army to Udundor:,
the seat of Sugala. But its progress was hindered for some tin:.:
by a rebellion of the Vélaikkira, the Kérala and the Sifhalesc
mercenaries.  After these rebels were overcome Parikramabahu -
army fought its way along the Mahiviili Ganiga, and took the rogl
towards Bibilé, A section of the army, however, was sent by wiy
of Passara to prevent the enemy stationed there frem making
flank attack. The main army, after this section rejoined it, fougl |
its way through Midagama, and won a great battle at Udundor ..,
Sugald, however, fled with the Tooth and the Bowl reliés, b
Pardkramabihu's army, strengthened by the troops which Dol
subdued the rebels in the district of Dikviiva (Mahakandivavivi ),
pursted her and captured the relics. Ay

At the end of one year Kirti Nissanka Malla (1187-1106), who
oo cante from Kalinga, succeeded Vijayabihu who was assassina-
He was o very able rler and did much lor the improvement
if Ceylon during his short reign of nine years. He too adopted a
policy of conciliation like Vijayabihu 1T and tried to win over his
pnemics,  He put down lawlessness and gave the people security
fo carry on their activities. He made constant tours to study the
ponditions of the country and tried to remove all cauzes of
lisaffection, *

After this, a section of the army occupied once more the distrii |
to the north of Badulla to prevent a Mlank attack from this direction,
while the main army marching scuthwards f ought two battlis
near Buttala.  But it could not proceed further south owing to 4l
guerilla warfare that was carried on by the defeated rebels,

Niséanka Malla was followed by three members of the Kalinga
asty all of whom ruled only for one year. The last of them
gars to have been deposed by a pgeneral, of the anti-Kilinga
iction who placed Parikramabihu's queen Lilvatl on the throne,
tcl‘ this the two factions appear to have struggled for supremacy
lacing in turn their nominees in power, During this time four
brinces from Kialinga and a prince lrom Pandya ruled over Ceylon,
[he last ruler was Migha of Kalinga (r214-1235) who did not
follow the policy of conciliation and persuasion of Vijayabahu and

Fardkramabihu then invaded REuhuga from the west, O
army went along the coast, and captured Gintota, Viligama,
Kamburugamuva, Mitara and Dondra, Another army fouglt
its way through Pilmadully and Rakvina to the region of tle
Urubokka mountains, and finally occupied Mahandgakula, Tl
the two armies joined together, and after defeating the encmy in
many places captured Magama.  After further fighting in eastern
Euhuna they defeated Sugald, and captured Udundera onee mone,
Thus Ruhuna was subdued,

'In spite of all this good work done by Nissanlka Malla, some of the
yhalese ehiods appoar to have resented his rule, Nisanka Malla argues in
of his inseriptions that the Kalinga dynasty had the best claim to be
ers of Ceylon as the fivst 5i halese king Vijaya was from Kalinga, The
Cola and the Pipdya princes were unsaitable as they were hostile to
Buddhism while the members of the Gowidkwle had no right Lo be kings as
they were not kshatriyas,

The supremacy of Parikramabiliu was challenged {wice afti
this, in Ruhuna in 1160 and at Mantai in 1168, Both rebellions
were easily quelled.
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Nissaka Malla but adopted pure terrorism to crush all opposition,
He with his army ravaged Rajarata, treated with violence tlie
bhikshus and the laity, and caused destruction everywhere.

The confusion that followed the reign of Parikramabihu |
was due to many causes. Parikramabalin had no successor i
whose rule the whole country would acquiesce, and, once the siron
hand of Pardkramabahu was removed, those kept in subjection v
him began to assert themselves. He left behind a number of
experienced generals who had seen service in Ceylon and other
countries. These had much influence with the army and some o
them tried toseize power by placingtheir own nominees on the throne
or by getting rid of those who did not favour them. Lastly the
determination of the Kalinga dynasty not to abandon their right
to rule over Ceylon led to many invasions ; and these resulted in
such devastation of the country that the kings that followed ma:
noe attempt to restore the cultivation of these regions.

B, THE SYSTEM 0F GOVERNMENT AND Poriticaln IpEas

The system of administration during this time did not difi
much from that which existed in the preceding  period, bl
Pardakramabihu the Great made it more efficient, When he wa-
i ruler of Mayarata, he separated the army department from the
finance department and placed cach of them under a separati
official.  After he became the ruler of the whole island, he appoinicd
4 governor to each province and a minor official to each of ih:
districts. He also established a number of departments to supervis e
the various ficlds of administration.

The king's council at this time consisted of the yuvardji,
the princes, the sénipati, the principal chiefs, the mahalekha, 1l
governors of the provinees, the chiefs of the districts, and the
principal merchants. In all important matiers he took the advic.
of this council, but its exact Ppowers arc not known.

The king’s income during this period depended on the same
sources as in the earlier periods. As the chief nceupation of t.
people was agriculture the main source of revenue was the grain
tax.  All lands except those given away for services, whethes

Ef
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ields, ehénas or gardens, had to pay a share of Lhe produce. In
Nissanka Malla’s time lands were divided into three classes and
he rates of land revenue were fixed according to their productivily.
dhose who held no lands but carried on trades and occupations
liid special taxes in money or kind. It is possible that the marila
pr death duty referred Lo in an inscription at the end of the fifteenth
pentury was levied also at this time. By it one-third of the
movilbles of a deceased person went to the king if he left any sons
inel the whole if he left no heir,

The strong influence of South India at this time affected the
deas about the rights of succession.  The Aryans of North India
plways claimed their descent from the father’s side, as they followed
the patriarchal system. Some at least of the Dravidians, on the
other hand, followed the matriarchal system, and traced their
flescent from the mother's side.  In the last chapter it was pointed
gut that a king had te be of noble descent not only from his father's
side but also from his mother's side.  In this period this idea was
carried further, and many rulers, e.g., Parakramabahiu, traced their
descent from the mother’s side. It is possible that it is this belicf
in the rights of matrilineal descent that induced the sons of Mittd to
gontest the right of Vikramabihu te the throne of Rajarata.

The ideas about kings, too, changed to some extent during
this period. In the preceding chapter it was pointed out that a
ing was looked upon as a badhisativa, According to Nissanka
Malla an impartial king was like a Buddha, and though kings
appeared in human form they were to be regarded as gods.  Hindus
always looked upon their kings as gods, and Nissarika Malla’s
Statement clearly shows the strong influence of Hinduism at this

0. WARFARE

~ There is a great deal of information with regird to the wars
that took place during this period and it is possible to give some
account of the weéapons nged and the methods adopted by the
armies in fighting one another in these times. Ancient Tndian
works usually refer to armies as consisting of riders on elephants,
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cavalry, charioteers, and infantry. In Ceylon horses, chariofs
and elephants appear to have been used at times in warfare, but an
army in which they formed a part was rather the exception than
the rule, The chief reason for this was that they could not Lo
easily used in a country like Ceylon, which was thickly wooded an!
in which there were no convenient routes for the armies to follow.
There was only one well-known road at this time, and it ran from
Mintai to Migama, Nissanka Malla even set up stones along it 10
mark every two miles. But armies could not always keep to thi-
road, and had at times to cut their way through jungles and alony
steep paths, which could hardly be traversed by elephants, chariot-
and horses. Under such circumstances the soldiers as a rull
travelled on foot. The generals, however, got themselves carried in
palanquins, and parasols were held over them as a sign of thei
authority.

The chief weapons used by the soldiers for attacking the énemy
consisted of swords, lances, javelins, daggers, darts, catapulls,
u]ln:l clubs.  For self-defence shields and doublets made of buffal.
hide were used.  Archers often played an important part in defend
ing cities and fortresses and at times they used poigoned arrows.

The troops consisted of either the local militia or the
mercenaries. In the North Indian Period T the mercenaries
were almost entirely Sinhalese, but in the next period mercenarics
from Céra, Mysore and other parts of India began to be employed
A part of the army formed the bodyguard of the king, and the rest
were placed at the frontiers, at ports of landing, and n othe
strategic places. These came under the supervision of the rulers
of the districts to which they belonged,

The Velikkiras were mercenaries who first came to Ceylon
with the Cola army under Rajéndra I, They appear to have been
cmployed by a commercial corporation which had its headquariers
in Mahirdshira, with branch establishments in varicus parts of
South India, Ceylon, Burma and other parts of Further India.
Although the usual work of these soldiers was the protection of
the commercial establishments, they often served in the armies of
the kings under whose rule they lived. They were a powerful body
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and in Ceylon they gave trouble to kings like Vijayabahu T,
Gajabahu I1 and Parikramabihu the Great.  Alter the death of
ijayabihu I, the dafaddg built by him was placed in their charge
50 that it might be safe from any attack. Little is known about
the commercial body which employed them, Tt probably carried
on its activities somewhat on the lines of the later East India
Companies of the Europeans, and employed soldiers to protect its
merchandise in times of war and dizorder.

| Cities for purposes of defence were fortified with walls and
trenches. Defeated armies often retreated to rock fortresses such
as Vikirigala, where they could more safely defend themselves.
AL times temporary fortresses were made by driving rows of stakes
like spear-points into the ground, and by digging between them
ditches, in which sharpened stakes and thorns were placed.

The chief routes which the armies followed were wlong the
banks of the rivers. Though rivers were thus a help to conquest,
they were, however, o hindrance whenever armies tad to cross them,
he armies from the south could march along the right bank of
the Mahavili Ganga, but found it difficult to get to Rajarata as
they had te cross the river at some place. There were a number

Henee Polonnaruva had sometimes to be attacked by marching
through Mayirata and approaching it from the west. The armies

ed near Buttala, as, in order to reach it, they had to cross the
Kumbukkan Oya and a mountain pass.  Therefore Ruhuna was
ften attacked from the west, and the invading armies marched
along the coast or by the route that led through Pilmadulla and
Bulutota. Malaya was always difficult to conquer owing to the
dense forests and the mountainous nature of the district.

Some wars, especially those which lasted a long time, Ied to
much destruction and disorder.  The troops cut down irees like
e coconut palm on which the people depended for their
sustenance,  They set fire to villages and market-towns destroying
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the houses and the possessions of the people, They pierced the
bunds of tanks which were full, and destroyed the dams built across
rivers and canals in order to destroy crops and hinder cultivation.
In some places they devastated the lands to such an extent that it
hecame impossible to trace the sites of old villages.

Chiefs, living in inaccessible districts, refusred at such times
to ohey royal commands and withheld the taxes due from then
territories. Slaves and workmen refused to carry out the services
which they had to perform for their masters, and thus the Jand-
which they had to cultivate were neglected.  Some of them acting
against custom became mercenaries and obtained high offices 1o
which they were not entitled. Some people plundered towns or
took to highway robbery, as there was no one to punish them for
their misdeeds. Thus there was no law or order and no safety for
life or property.

10. AGRICULTURE AND IRRIGATION

In spite of the numerous wars that took place during thi-
period, there was a great deal of agricultural activity. Vijayabali
I repaired a large number of tanks which had been neglected during:
the rule of the Colas.  Parikramabahu the Great, when he becam
ruler of Mayirata, built many cavseways across the Diduru Oya
and diverted its waler into excavated channels. He cleared ik
jungle around these channels, and converted into fields the lanid
which he opened up. He enlarged the Pandaviva, which lies 1o
the north-west of Kurunflgala, and repaired a number of tanks,
such as the Tabhdavaviva, which lies to the east of Puttalam, and
the Magallaviiva near Nikaviratiya. He also drained the swamp-
of Pasdun Koralé and converted them into fields,

After he became the ruler of the whole island, he carried ol
a well-planned and extensive scheme of irrigation works. 1l
repaired a large number of tanks and put into working order many
important canals, such as the Jaya Gaiga, which joined the
Kaliviiva to the Tisdviiva. Heis said to have built also many new
tanks and canals.  But as most of the names given in the Cilavasiso
are no longer known to the people, it is difficult to say what mos:
of them represent today.

SEA oF PARAKRAMA
AT POLONNARUVA

Reprodpeed, by permission, frem the ‘Ceylon  Jonwrnal of Scieney',
Segtion .
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One of the biggest tanks constructed by Parikramabihu was
the Sea of Parfkrama, which was built by enlarging the Tapiviiva
to include the modern Dumbutuluviiva.
he comnected it to the Amban Ganga by means of the Angamidilla
Ala {Ek:‘lsn Ganga}, which he furiher extended as far as the Minnér-
iya Tank,.
Ala, which diverts a part of the water of the Mahaviili Ganga
belore it takes its northward turn, It was also probably at this
time that the Alahiira Canal was extended northwards as far as the

Kantalai Tank, and southwards for ahout thirty to thirty-five miles,

Ly building a dam higher up the river.

All these tanks and canals must have Lelped to develop
agriculture in an unprecedented manner. The prosperity that
followed cxplains how Pardkramabiln was able to carty on
expensive wars and crect numerous buildings which must have
cost him a great deal of wealth, :

These extensive irrigation works must have needed a great
deal to labour of keep them in repair. Nissanka Malla during his
reign saw that they were not neglected, but the invasions and wars
that followed his death and the ravages made during the rule o
Magha left the irrigation works in such a state that no ruler who
{ollowed took up the task of repairing them.

11. Bunnmiswm axn Hixnnpoisu

Buddhism did not have the same vitality at the beginning ol
this period as in the preceding centuries.  The Cola occupation ol
Ceylon and the numerous wars that followed gave such a set-back
to Buddhism that Vijayabihu I had to effect a purification of the
Sangha and get bhikshus from Burma (Ramofifia) to renew the
succession of the Order,

After the death of Vijayabialu Buddhism suffered once more
during the wars between Vikramabahn 1T and the sons of Mittd,
when even Buddhist viharés were robbed of theirimages ad wealth,
Pardkramabihu 1 also had to expel nnworthy bhikshus from the
Order.  Enlisting the sympathies of the {rateinity that lived at
Dimbulagala, he brought about o union of the three sects associated

To supply it with watcr

Another channel probably built carlier was the l‘rlinE]'u'-
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with the Mahivihirs, the Abhayagiri Vihirg, and the Jétavana
ihiirt.  Buddhism undoubtedly made great progress doring las
eign, but there appears to have been some decline soom after his
5 Nissanka Malla also claims 10 have expelled inworthy
Dbhikshus and reconciled the three sects. At the end of this period
Buddhism suffered badly once more at the hands of Magha of
Kalinga, who not only did nol support Buddhism but destroyed
Buddhist shrines and seized their wealth,

Adam's Peak was a place of worship from very carly times, as
the depression on the rock at its top was helieved to be a footprint
of the Buddha. But it was not until this period that it became a
commaon praclice Lo make pilgrimages 1o this spot,  Vijayabahuo T
provided resting-places along the roads to this peak, and set apait
the revenue of the village of Gilimal® in the Ratnapura district for
the supply of food to pilgrims.

It was also during this period that the poseessicn of the dofada,
 which was brought to Ceylon during the time of Kit Sirt Mevan,
-was definitely considered necessary for a king.  Princes who fought
for the throne at this time aimed at captwing this relic as well
a5 the alms-bowl.  One of the religious buildings credited 1o Vijzya-
Dihn T is o Tonth Relic Temple which he got his general to build.
Parikramabihu and Nissaika Malla also built temples for the
daladd.

Hinduism received a great deal of encouragement in Ceylon
during its occupation by he Cdlas, and Hindu influence did not
disappear with their expulsion.  When Vijayabahu T became king
of Rajarata he did not deprive the Hindu shrines of their revenues ;
and the kings alter him, who were children of princes and princesscs
of Pindya or Kalinga, net only obzerved Hindu rites but alzo built
Hindu temples.

3

The spread of Hinduwism led to a greater obzervance of the rules
of caste. Some kings of Ceylon are said to have followed the
Laws of Manw which, among other things, deal with the tules of
caste.  Vijayabiho T boilt on Adam’s Peak a lower terrace, from
which peaple of the so-called lower castes could worship.
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Caste is an institution which keeps together a community of
people by not allowing its members fo marty outside their group,
It further prevents its members mingling freely with those of other
castes by forbidding them to take meals in common with anyone:
outside their caste. Caste, however, has neither a chief nor an
organization such as a council to enforce its rules.  But the various:
families, which make up a caste, see that its rules are carried out
by their members., Each family punishes its disobedient members
by casting them out of its circle and thus depriving them of the
privileges to which its members are entitled. Caste, in other
words, exists on account of the family system, and in the past thel
family-system was a necessity for the life of the individval as it
gave him protection and satisfcd his social needs, Iis members,
therefore, upheld its interests even ot the expense of their owny
especially by marrying to the advantage of the family as a whole.

It is often assumed that castes are mere divisions based o
occtpation. This view cannot be accepted generally as correct;
as recent research has shown that many castes are of racial or triba
arigin, The peculiar- occupations associated with many of them
were not the causes that separated them from others, but man
tribes which were distinct units followcd these occupations at the
time they changed into castes.

The institution of caste is essentially Hindu and rests partly]
on the doctrines of the religious wnity of the family and of sua
karma. The religious unity of the family is represented by the
offerings made to deceased ancestors, Further the Brakmin priests
unlike Christian churchmen did not consider the whole religioug
communily as a unit and bring them together on a basis of equality
but helped to strengthen the family-system by canying out religious
rites for individual families who asked for their services, According
to the doctrine as sva korma the state of life inte which a man :'.
born is due to his actions in his previous births and it is his
duty to perform the obligations due from those in that station
life.

The Buddhist bhikshus, though they accepted the doctring
of karma in a modified form, were on the whole opposed to the
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observance of caste regulations. The Figaya rules, for instance,

T do not prohibit any man from joining the Sangha on account of
1 ' Q% caste.  Nevertheless the Buddhist bhikshus could not prevent the
. i laity from adopting the easte system, as they did not provide them

with an institutien-similar to their own which ignored caste distine-
tions and hindered them [rom adopting Hindu ideas.

12, LITERATURE

During this period there was a great deal of literary activity,
mainly due to the revival of Buddhism under Parikramabalu the
Great,  The practice of using Pali was kept up, and most of the
books writien in this language were expositicns or summaries of
the works of the Pl Canon, such as the Ablidkmmatha Sengaha. -
There were written also a number of {ikds, or sub-commentaries
explaining and supplementing the commentaries on the Fili Canon
written in the preceding pericd.

Another Pali work that belongs to this period is the poem
faphdvensa, a history of the tooth-relic, It is In subject matter
similar to the Pali prose work, the Mahal ddhioe asa, and is written
like it in a form of Sanskritized Pali.  To Dhaimakirti, the author
of Dathdvensa, is also attributed the first part of the Calavcidisa
which is a continuation of the Mehdvanse. It is influenced to a
preat extent by the Sanskrit kdwya literature and by the rules of
Indian poetics called afakdra. The author of the Cilavansa reveals
i knowledge of many Sanskrit works, such as the Arfhasastra of
Kautalya® and the works of Kalidasa.

Few works were composed in Sinhalese, for the tradition was
stillin favour of writing in Pali. A few more gloszaries and transla-

Cafrvrighi A dosicul Survey of S tions of works of the Pali Canon were made.  Towards the end of
A AR U VHERRE Sy Lhis period two important prose works and two poems were written,
| Paee 284 ’ I'he prose works are the Adsdvaiura ((l:e lood of ambrosia) and the

fvarigappradipifedea (4 commentary on the Pali Makdl ddhivansa),
by written by Gurulugdmi at the beginning of 1he thirteenth
century,  The two poems, which are the oldest extant in Sinhalese,

tA work on the art of government which is often compared fo
Machiavelli's Prince.
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are the Sasadd@eala, written during the fivst period of Lilavati's rale
(rrgr-1zoo), and the Muvadevdavata. The subjects of the two
poems are falakas, The Sasaddvola (Sasajdtoka) deals with the
story of the ddhisativa when he was born as a hare. ]
Muvaderdivala gives the story ol the Mahhddiea falaka.
form of the poems reveals a close imitation of the Sanskrit works:
of Kalidazsa and of his successors like Kumiradasa,

The extensive sludy of Sanskrit works by bhikshus continued’
to infleence both Pili and Sinhalese and the forms and subjects
of literary works, Some bhikshus, deviating from the usual
religious topics and taking Sanslorit works as Ltheir models, compozed”
works on Pali prosody, grammar and lexicography. The Pali
prammar of Moggallina, for instance, was based on the Vyikarana
of Chandragdmin, and the Abbidhdnappadipiha on the A?mi?‘ﬂfﬁ“ﬁ'ﬂ,
the Sanskrit dictionary,

13. .fJ'I|]‘.'IC-EII‘l"li!’J'I'UI'tl",J SCULPTURE AND PAINTING

The [n'uwpuriw under-the Polonnaruva kings led to a great deal
ol activity in architecture, sculpture, and painting,  Vijay :l.'l‘.-'lhll [
had not much time to put up new buildings, as le had first to repai
the viharés and the digibas which had fallen into decay | but i
the time of Parakramabdhu the Great the erection of new buildings
wias begun on a grand scale, Pardkramabiho built the largest
digiba on record, the Demula Mahasfiya in Polonnaruva, which
survives today only o mound, The Kiri Vehera, another digiba
buill by him, and the Rankot Yehera, built Iy Nissadka Malla, are
also lurge in size and hemispherical in shape like the large digibas
ol Anurddhapura.

The vildres of this period are also the largest buill in Ceylon]
and are made of brick and lime mortar, The Lankitilnka Vihi
and the Jétuvanicima Vibare {which lies to the north of the Iemal
Mahasiiya) were built by Pardkramabibu, The Thiparama has
above it a sort of dome, and on it walls there is a good deal of stuced
work, which shows a remarkable devlopment in this pericd.
these there are similar in style to the building to the wesl
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of .]éjtavanérima Dagdba in Anuradhapura. Two other religious
bull'dmgs of importance are the Vatadagé and the Hitadage (Tootl;
Relic Temple) built by Niésanka Malla. The ruins of Para-
.kramabﬁhu’s palace are still to be seen and cover a large area. The
}nﬂuence of the Céla rule on architecture is to be seen in the temple
in Polonnaruva which is known as Siva Dévila No. 2. It was bé)ilt

of stone during the Cdla occupation in the style of their buildings
of the tenth century. ‘ ‘

_ The figures carved out of rock during this period are in high
relief, and are large in size. The images of the Buddha at Aukana
(near Kaldvéva) and at the Gal Viharé (Uttarirama) in Polon-
naruva, are some of the largest in Ceylon. The best piecé of
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sculpture of this period is the figure of the Hindu sage cut nut of
the rock near the Potgul Vehera in Polonnaruva, identified by some
as Parakramabahu the Great and by others as Agastya. But -
other pieces of sculpture in Polonnaruva, such as the moon-stones,
show a decline in art. There is no longer the simplicity and the
vitality of the Gupta style. On the other hand, perhaps as result
of Dravidian influence, there is a tendency towards over-ornament-
ation and excessive detail.

In the Jétavanarima in Polonnaruva there are several wall-
paintings, some of which depict certain birth stories of the Buddha,
such as the Sasajataka.

14. FOREIGN RELATIONS

Ceylon had direct dealings with many foreign countries during
this period. In the time of VijayabahuI the foreign policy depend-
ed on the Cola menace. Vijayabahu naturally tried to be friendly
with those countries which were opposed to Cola or were in denger
of a Cola invasion. When he was trying to free Ceylon from the
Cola yoke, he sought the help of Anoratha (1044-1077), king of
Burma, who also wished to be friendly with Ceylen because of their
common interest in Buddhism. After the war was over he made an -
alliance with Kalinga which wes hostile to Codla by marlying
Tilokasundari, a princess of that country, and became an ally of
the Western Calukya king, Vikramaditya VI, who was an enemy
of the Cdla king, Kuldttunga I (1070-1120).

When Parikramabahu the Great ascended the throne there
was no need for such alliances. There was no longer any fear of a
Céla invasion, and Ceylon was in a position to act freely in its own
interests. At this time Bhuvanaditya Alavngsithu (1112-1167),
the powerful king of Burma, interfered with the elcphant trade
and made it a royal monopoly. The inevitable rice in prices led
to a quarrel between Ceylon and Burma, which ended in the ill-

- treatment of Ceylonese ambassadors and the capture by Alaung-

sithu of a Sifihalese princess who was on her way to Cambodia.
About the year 1164 Pardkremabahu, to avenge these insults,
declared war on Burma, and sent under Kit Nuvaragal a fleet to
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invade its territory. Alaungsithu was now feeble with age, and
offered little resistance. The Sirhalese forces captured Passei
{]\.usmm}. and earried on the war for another five months unti

Alaungsithu agreed to satisfactory terms.

After that Ceylon and Burma continued to be on {riendly
terms, and Vijayabahu IT and Nissaika Mala had dealings with th
Burmese king. Nissanka Malla claims to have had dealings alsol
with Gujarat, Mysore, Pandya, Cola, Vengi, Kalinga, Bengal and
Burma,

In the time of Pardkramabihu I the Sinhalese waged war also
in South India, The power of the Cdlas became so weak after the
reign of Rajardja 11 (1150-1173) that they exercised hardly any
control over Pandya. As a result in 116g the Pindya king Pari-
krama's right to the throne of Madura was contrested by the Pandyal
king Kulasékhara of Tinnevelly. Pardkrama sought the help of
Ceylon against his rival, and Parkramalahn sent an avmy under
his general, Lankipura, who captured Ramisvaram and Madura,
Madura was then in the hands of Kulasékhara, who had defeated:
and killed Parikrama ; and Lankapura restored the dead king's
son, Vira Pandya, to the throne. After further fghting Kulasékhara
took refuge with the Cola king Rajadhiraja II' (1173-1182), and
with his help won back the throne of Pandya. He defeated Lanka=
pura, and nailed his head to the city-gate of Madura. i

Parakramabihu, smarting under this ignominious defeat,
collected forces once more at various ports such as Uratturai
{Kayts), Pulaicceri, Mitota (Mantai), Valikimam and Maliiva i
and prepared for a naval attack. At this time Sri Vallabha, whom
Parakramabihu took captive at the defeat of hiz fath r
Manabharana, had escaped from Ceylon, and was living in the king
dom of Cola,  Hajadhirdja 11, knowing him to be a claimant 1o the
Sinhalese throne, sent him with {orces to fight against Parikramas
bihu. Sri Vallabha destroyed the Sinhalese fleet, ravaged Mintai
and other villages, captured much booty, and [rustrated the plans
of Parakramabihu.

Though Kulastkhara acknowledged the supremacy of Cdla
to gain the kingdom of Madura, he had no desire to be subservient
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to the declining power of Céla, With the object of making himself
free from the control of his suzerain he made an alliance with his
nld enemy Pardkramabihu of Ceylon, The Colas enraged by his
disloyal act made war on him and defeated him in spite of the help
he received from the Sinhalese. After that they re-instated Vira
Pandya, the son of Parikrama and former ally of the Sinhalese.

Inr18z at the death of Rajadhirija II Vira Pandya too, assisted
by the Sifnhalese, tried to assert his independence. The Cblas
therenpon expelled him, placed one Vikrama Pindya on the throne
of Madura, and drove the Sinhalese out of South India, A few
years later Vira Pandya helped by the king of Céra made an effort
to regain his throne, but met with no success, Nissanka Malla
claims to have sent an expedition to South India about this time,
and his troops probably took part in this war.

All that Ceylon gained out of this war was the island
of Ramésvaram, and Nissanka Malla renovated the Hindo temple
there and called it Nissankésvara.

CHAPTER V
THE DRIFT TO THE SOUTH-WEST

Tiis chapter deals with the history of Ceylon from the reign of
Vijayabihu III (r232-1236) till that of Parikramabihu VIII
(1484-1500), in whose reign the Portuguese arrived in Ceylon. It
is a continuation of the South Indian Period of Ceylon histoy,
but differs from the Polonnaruva Period as during this time Ceylon
was mainly influenced not by Cola but by the new South Indian
empires of Pindya and Vijayanagara,

Another important feature of the history of this period is the
establishment of a Tamil Kingdom in the north and the gradual
drift of the seat of the Sinhalese Government to the south-west of
the island. The Sinhalese kings that followed Magha, with one
exception, did not rule from Polonnaruva, but chose as their
capitals towns in the west which gaveé them better security, They
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llm.d not the power to keep under their control the Tamil Kingdom
in the north or to resist successfully the invasions from South Indis
by Pandya and Vijayanagara rulers, and at times were not able
even to maintain themselves against other Sinhalese chiels wlo

tried to be the supreme ruler of the Tsland.

The kings of this period, further, had not the means to restoo
to their former prosperity the regions around Anuvradhapura anil
Polonnaruva, and thus did not receive the large revenues obtain:
by former kings by means of the grain-tax. Therefore, they beg:n
to pay more attenticn to the income derived from the sale o
cinnamon and other articles of export. The desire to contrel th
trade led them at the beginning of the fifteenth century to choo: ¢
Katte as the seat of government, and thus live far away [rom il
earlier centres of civilisation such as Anuradhapura, Polonnaru
and Migama, ; E

There were only two great kings during this perinil,
Pariikramabdhu IT and Pardkramabihu VI, The former was moi
famous for his literary and religious activities than for his perforn
ances as a warrior or statesman.  According to available evidence,
though he conguered Anurddhapura and Po lonnaruva, he doc-
not appear to have ruled over the Jaffna peninsula. Parakram:.
bihu VI was the greatest king of this time, and he held SWY over
the whole island,

1. THE FARDYA AND THE VIJAYANAGARA Empines

It has already been shown how Piandya became an independent
kingdom under Maravarman Sundara Pandya I (1217-1238) ani
brought Céla under its suzerainty, Under one of his su;.mssnn
,]__a!ﬁv:nrm:m Sundara Pindya {1253-1270) it reached its wides
limits. It extended as far as Nellore in the north and was victorious
against” Ceylon in the south. Jatavarman Vira Pandya whe
conducted the war against Ceylon claims to have killed .u;w. of 1h
two kings of Ceylon, captured his army, chariots

. and treasures,
and to have planted the Pandva flag with the

double fish on
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{onamalei! (Trincomalee) and received elephants as tribute from
he other king of Ceylon.

. The next Pandya king, Miravarman Kulastkhara (1270-
210), invaded Ceylon twice and brought Ceylon under his rule.
e was put to death about 1310 by his son Sundara Pandya, and
his murder was followed by a civil war between Sundara Pandya
ind his brother Vira Pindya. Sundara was defeated, and he took
fuge with the Muslims who led by Malik Kafar defeated Vira and
laced him on the throne, These events helped King Kulasékhara
Clra to conquer both Pandya and Cdla in 1315, and thus the

Though Kulasékhara was not able to maintain his conquests
long owing to further Muslim invasions, there arose another

intil it was overthrown in 1565 by the Muslim kingdoms of the
Peccan.  The WVijayanagara Empire was cstablished by five
Hoysala or Kanarese chiefs. It pradually extended its power
southwards from the Krishnd and the Tungabhadra, occupied
Pandya in 1377, and claims to have conguered Ceylon in the time
if Harihara IT (1379-1406). The greatest of the Vijayanagara
filers was Déva Riaya IT (1421-1448) who re-organized the aimy
ind made Vijayanagara an empire to' reckon with, In his reign,
pbout 1438, Ceylon was invaded once again, and from this timethe
Famil king of the north appears to have recognized the Vijayanagara
_ peror as his suzerain, After his death the Vijayanagara
mperors paid little attention to Ceylon as they were fully
pecupied with their wars against the Muslim kingdoms,

a

Tue Porimical DIvISIONS

The ancient political divisions of Ceylon went through a
definite change with the establishment of the Tamil kingdom in the
morth, and the boundaries of the new divisions varied according to
the conquests of their rulers.  The Tamil kingdom roughly covered
the modern Northern Province, and its capital was Sinkai
‘Nakarai (Sinha Nagara), which has not yet been identified. This
kingdom remained for the most part independent, and was

I The double PAndya fish carved on stone is to be seen on cither side of
‘the main entrance of Fort Frederick in Trincomalee, These stones were
taken from the old temple at Konamalei.



THE DRIFT TO THE SOUTH-WEST 07

subiject only to the Sinhalese kings Pardkramabihu VI and his
suecessors Jayabihu IT and Bhuvanaikabahu VI, when its capital
was Yapapatuna, the modern Jaffna.

The capital of the Sinhalese kingdom changed over and over
again during this period. Vijayabahu IIT who ruled only over
Maydrata made the rock-fortress of Dambadeniya his capital.
This continued to be the chief town till the time of the Pindya
conquest.  After this event Parikramabidhu I made Polennaruva
the capital probably because he acknowledged the supremacy of
Pandya,

CEYLON IN 1500

ULLAITINU
The places ocenpied as capitals by his successors were Yapahuva,
Kurunfigala, Gampola, Rayigama, and Kotté. The first two, like
Dambadeniya, are rock-fortresses. Gampola is situated in a
mountain-pass. Kotté at this time was almost surrounded by
water, The choice of all these places shows the insecurity in
which the kings lived at this time. They could no longer live in
the open plains like their predecessors and protect their subjects,
hut had to reside in places which gave protection to themeselves,
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The political “divisions went throvgh an important change

.""E"&".""..,f WANSERITIOA | Y o) again during the reign of Bhuvanaikabihu VI when the Tamil
e e s  UEEANE ARy, Aldipetark Kingdom broke away from Sirihalese control and the Kandyan
e Ly 4 i danya I . a .
QT kingdom became independent for the first time. The new
by :‘Fq‘:gvmtt Bl Fidinaln Kandyan king ruled not only over the Kanda Uda Pas Rata
(LLEY

S ~ FANAA of Harispattuva, Dumbara, Yatinuvara, Udunuvara and T—qféﬁ.ﬁhm:u

which fermed the ancient Malaya, but also over the districts of
Matalg, Bintinna, Uwva, Vellassa, Panama, Trincomalee and
Batticaloa.

3. TuE KixGs oF DAMBADENIVA AND KURUNAGALA AND
THE INVASION OF CHANDEAEHANU

The history of this period is obscure at many points, for the
sources on the whole are unsatisfactory, It is not possible at
times to follow even the succession of kings, as for some of them no
information about their lineage is available.

il i—H
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When Migha was ruling from Polonnaruva, certain Sifihaleao
chiels occupied rock-fortresses, such as Yiapahuva, Govindalel.!
and Gandenigala?, which were difficult of access, and maintained
their independence.  Another chiefl called Vijayabahu occupied the
Vanni, the district which lay around the boundary between 1l
Northern and the North Central Provinees, and expelled the Tanils
from Mayarata. After that he became the ruler of this distriii,
and ocenpied Dambadeniya, which he fortified. He brougli
back the Tooth and the Bowl relics, which had been removed 10
Kotmald, but placed them at Beligala as his position at Dambade

niya was not quite secure.

Vijayabaln IIT {1232-1236) was not related to any of the
Polonnaruva kings, and was the founder of a new dynasty. 11«
kings after him till Parfikramabalin IV, who ascended the throne o
1325, were his descendants, and their rule was interrupted only
during the period after Bhuvanaikabahu 1 (1273-1284) when 11
Piandyas rouled over Ceylom for about twently years,

Vijayabihu's eldest son, Parakramabihu ID (1236-1271) wos
considered a great scholar in his time and was ealled Kalikil,
sihitya-sarvajia-pandita.?  He ruled over Rubuna in addition
Mayirata, and attempted to expel from Ceylon the Tamils wlo
ruled over Pihitirata. He completed the subjugation of the Vani,
conquered Polonnaruva, and then defeated the Tamils near Kalas o
vi. But he failed to conquer the region north of the Vanni, to 1.
chiefs of which his son, Vijayabihu, entrusted the protection of
Anuriidhapura,

After this Parikramabihu caused Vakirigala and Kurunfignla
to be fortified, and ordered the restoration of Polonnaruva.  Wlan
the various buildings were repaired he held his consecration there,
but after the festival was over he returned Lo the rock-fortress of

L The so-called Westminster Abbey, an imposing rock near the cad
coast twenty miles west of Tiruklkavil.

2 Gandenigala has not yet been identified.

1"The scholar whao is entirely familiar with the literature of the Ka
Age.! The Hindus divided time into great ages and each great age into
four ages, The last of these is the Kaliyuga, the present ape.
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Jambadeniya. He did not make Polonnaruva his capital prabably
ecause he was not strong enough to withstand from ihere the
ivasions of the rising power of Pandya. At the same time
ldyarata was growing in importance frem the time it was opened
Ip by Parikramabihu I, and supplied the cinnamon and other
pices for which foreign traders were prepired to pay good prices.

In 12,44 Ceylon was invaded by a Mala y Buddhist kirg called
andrabhinu, He was the ruler of Tambralinga, a kingdem in
he Malay Peninsula near the Bay of Bandon, The object of his
fivasion was to seize an image of the Buddha which was said to
possess miraculous powers.  The king's nephew, Virabiahu, sucoess-
illy resisted the invasion ; but Candrabhinu retreated to Soulh
ndia, and came once more with Pindva and Cola mercenaries
fhen Vijayabiho was regent,  This time he demanded the daladd
nd the Bowl of the Buddha, and advanced as far as Yapahuva,
But was defeated once more by Virabahu,

The Citlavansa does not say that Parakramabahu 11 paid any
ibute to Pindya, and thus does not confirm the inscription of
fitavirman Vira Pandya who records that he killed one king of
ylon and exacted tribute from the other. But {here is no doubt
hiat Parikramabihu had to take special preciutions against Pindya
wvasions. He placed his son Bhuvanaikabilin at Yapahuva,
nd stationed another son at Vattala near Colombo to protect the
ia-coast and prevent any allack by sen.

Vijayabihu IV, the son of Pardkramabihu 1T, was put to death
his general in the second year of his reign.  But {he mercenaries
fom Rijaputina in India, whom Le cemployed, in tumn killed
e general, and placed on the throne Bhuvana kaldihu, who fled
0 Yapahuva on the murder of his brother,

Bhuvanaikabilu 1 {1273-1284) also made Dambadeniya his
apital. He brought into subjection the Vanni kings, who did
ot fuil to make themselves independent whenever there was 2y
lisorder in the country, and defeated tle F3 ndyas who inveded the
puniry soon after the accession of Kulastkhara, He
lowever, that the danger from Péndya was not at

realized,
an end, and
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shifted his capital to Yapahuva, as it was casier to repel South
Indian invasions from there. But this was of no avail as ilwe
Pindya invaders, who came under Erya Chakravarli, capturcl
Yiapahuva, and took away the deledd, which they delivered (o
Kulasiékhara.

After this for about twenty years Ceylon appears to have
bzen ruled directly from Pandya, Lill Parikramabiahu 111, the con
of Vijayabihu IV, made a personal visit to Pandya and brovght
back the daladd. On his return in 1302 he became king, and mos
probably acknowledged the suzerainty of Pandya and received
its protection.  Me resided at Polonnaruva and ruled fill 1310
when the son of Bhuvanaikabaho I, Bhovanaikabahu 11, became
king. Bhuvanaikabalu IT appears to have taken advantage of
the dispute over the succession in Pindya and the invasion of
Malik Kafdr, and seized the throne from Pardkramabahu 111
He made Ceylon independent once more and continued to rule tll
1325 from Kurundzala, where he had resided before he became king
His successor was his son Pardkramabahu 1V, whe took sone
interest in Sinhalese literature. A few years alter his accession
there was n rebellion against his rule, and this appears to hav
brought his reign to an end.

4. THE Kincs of GAMPOLA AND THEIR RELATIONS WITH
THE TaMin KixGoom

The king who followed Parikramabihu IV was Bhuvanaika
bihu III, It is not certain who he was or from where he ruled,
The next king Vijayabaln V {1333-13:44) ruled from a town nees
Adam's Peak. His son was Bhuvanaikabihu IV (1344-1353),
who ruled from Gampola., He was succeeded by his brothe
Parikramabahu V (1353-1359) who counts his reign from the sane
year as his brother.® He lived first at Diidigama, and came (o
Gampola at his brother's death. It was probably in his reign thil
. the Tamils of the north began to occupy the coastal towns of th
west,

It is not possible to give a satisfactory account of the rise anl
the growth of the Tamil kingdom in the north, as the Pali and the

1 alany kings doring this period associated others with their rule. Henoe
more Lthan ane king often ruled at the same time,
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Sinhalese chronicles and almost all the inscriptions give an account
only of the reigns of the Sinhalese kings. The northern part of
Ceylon was under the Sinhalese kings till the time of Parikrama-
bahu the Great. It is not clear when it first became an independent
kingdom under the Tamils, The Tamil kingdom probably came
into existence with the rule of Magha of Kalinga when the chief
towns from Polonnaruva to Matola and ibe part to the north of
thesc as well as the northernmost part of Rubuna were under him,
Though Polonnaruva and Anurddhapura were later caplured by
Parikramabihu IT, it is clear that he never ruled over the present
Northern Province, which continued 1o be occupied by the
successors of Migha,

The next important event in the history of the Tamil Kingdom
was its capture by Jalivirmaen Vira Pindya about the year 1255
vhen its king is said to have been killed. The results of the
‘conuest are not known, but if the Tamil Kingdom did not come
Cunder Pindya at this time, it must have become subject to Pandya
when the Sinhalese kingdom came under this south Indian
‘gmpire in 1284

The Muslim conguest of Pandya in 1310 and the subsequent
troubles in that kingdom as well as in the Sinhalese kingdom gave
he Tamil ruler an opportunily of asserting himself, and he seems
to have extended his boundaries at the expense of Lhe Sinhalese
ruler. Ibn Battiila, the Muslim traveller who visited Ceylon in
1344, says that the Tamil king, Arya Cakravarti, was a powerful
ruler who owned pirate vessels and a cultured man who could
converse, in Persian.  His capital was o small and pretty town,
surrounded by o wooden wall with wooden towers,

Not long alter this the Tamil kings appear to have I_.r-p_sgcd
urther south, and exacted tribute from the Sinhalese districts
during the reign of Vikramabihu ITT {1360-1374) who succesded

arikramabihu V. Vikramabihu was o weak king, and at the
beginning of his reign the real ruler was the commander-n-chief or
eicviral, Stni Lanki Adhikdra.  His place was taken later by
Missanka Alagakkonara who made it his aim to chieck the advance
of the Tamils, He built a fortress at Kolté and made it his resi-
‘dence. The Tamil king Arya Cakravarti thereupon sent tweo
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Besides Candrabhianu other rulers demanded the dalada from
the Sinhalese kings. The Chinese emperor, Kublai Khan, who
established the Yuan Dynasty (rz280-1368), sent for it in 1284,
and Chinese envoys came for it twice more in tlLe fourteecnih
century.  In 1405 the Chinese cunuch, Ching-Ho, came to Ceylon
at the request of the emperor, Yung Ho, of the Ming Dynasiy
(1368-16i44), Lo take away the daladd, and was treatcd badly by
Vira  Alakésvara. He came again in 1410, caplured Vira
AMakesvara, his queen and his officers, ard took them to China,
Vira Alakisvara was released later, but he did not become kirg
ngam. His successor was Pardkramabiliu, a grandson of Séna
Lanka Adhikara, senevivat, from whose time till 1459 Ceylon seems
to+ have paid tribute to China.

armies, one by land and the other by sea. The one that went DY
land advanced as far as Mitale where 1t was defeated. The onel
that weni by sea landed at Panadurg, but was 1defeatud in 1368 b
Alagakkonara, who also captured the Tamil encempments 3
Colombo, Vattala, Negombo and Chilaw.

After this the Tamil kingdom appears to have declined i
power, and was invaded by Vijayansgara rulers. :‘\.bﬂllt the ¥
1385 it was conguered by "I.’ilﬁ_pil-:s]m, ihe son of the 1-'1jujr,f:umg 2
king, Harihara II (1379-1406). It was conquercd again aboud
the year 1438, in the time of Deva Riy:l IT and l?ruu;?:ht under
sum_j'ajnty of the Vijayanagara Empire, to which it hencefortl
paid tribute.

“The rise of the Tamil kingdom created problems to whic
Ceylon was not hitherto accustomed. In Ciiylun £0 far _5}!1]!13.1
had been the chief language and Buddhism its main 1'E||gl_1:|r|. !
the Tamil kingdom Tamil became the chief language and Hinduiszg
its main religion. Before long a distinction arose also in cooncomil
conditions,  The Tamil kingdoem arcse in the Dry Zone and tke
Tamils followed the methods of cultivation suitable to this area
The Sinhalese, on the other hand, gradually abandoning ile D1
Zone began to occupy the Wet Zone which was more productive
and suitable also for the cultivation of products other than Tice
These differences created a gull between “"F two peoples, and 1,'11‘
are partly responsible for the preszent divisions between the S
halese and the Tamils.

The next king of Ceylon was Parikramabihu VI (T415-1467),
i deseendant of Pardkramabihu V. He began to rule at Rayigama
i 1412, and oceupied in r4r5 Kotté which was botter protected.
He probably changed his capital because from Kaiié he could com-
mind the route to the interior, which crossed the Kilani Ganga
tear modern Grand Pass, and the route to Celombo from the north,
which cressed Lhe same river al Vattala, and thus control the exten-
sive trade in cinnamon which passed through Colombo to Europe.

Pardkramabihu VI was the only king of this perigd who ruled
over the whole island.  The chief political events of his reign were
R the conquests of the Vanni and the Tamil kingdom, and the suppres-
g IRECEmGE Ondinlc uans TP ; siom of a rebellion in the hill-country.

Vikramabihu continued to be the nominal ruler till 1374
when he was succeeded by Bhuvanaikabihu V whose I’L‘-igllil:'ist'
till about 1405. The real rulers during this lime were Nizsank
Alagakkonira and his successors who ruled from Rayigama, wh.l. ]
lies to the cast of Panaduré, One of 11?1::':: wits Virabihu II {13
13097}, the brother-in-law of BJnWan_uil:::bﬁl:u V and nephew |
Nissaiika Alagukkondra, who came into power by defcating
brother Vira Alakésvara (1387-13091). He is said to have fﬂljl
victoriously against the Tamils, the Malaivalis, and the Muslimj
Vira Alakésvara, who fled to India after his defeat, returned to thi
island in 1307, and becsne Lthe ruler once more. '

After his accession to the throne he gradually strengthened
his position, and is said to have successfully repelled an invasion
of the Vijayanagara Empire. Some years later he fought npainsd
tle chiefs of the Vanni, who were probably under the Tamil king.
Alter they were brought into subjection he sent his adopted som,
Sipumal Kumidraya, to conquer the Tamil kingdom. The Tamil
king acknowledged the suzeralnty of the Vijayanagara ruler at this
time, but probably reccived little or no protection during the last
livs of Déva Raya II. Sapumal Kumiraya was not successful
when he made the first attack, but the second time he defeated
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the troops of the Tamil king, and brought the Tamil kingdom undi
the rule of Parikramabahu.

Probably on account of this war a Sinhalese ship laden witl:
cinnamon was seized by a Vijavanagara chief, and Pardkramabalo
retaliated by sending an expedition and attacking the Vijayanag
port of Adriampet.

Dring this time too the prince of Gampola ruled only in name
over Malaya, which was now called the Kanda Uda Pas Rata, and
the real ruler was his minister the Lanka Adhikira Jati Sitina, 1o
the year 1463 Joti Sitina ceased to pay the yearly tribute and rebsll
ed apainst Parakramabihu's suzerainty. Thereupon Parake,
mahihu sent Ambulugala Kumfraya to crush his power.  Ambulu
gala subdued Jati Sitina and entrusted the rule of the district 11
the prince of Gampala,

Pardkramabihn VT was succeeded by his grandson Jayabahu 11
{1467-1473) probably because he had no sons; but Sapunl
Kumiraya, who ruled from Yapapatuna (Jaffna) the territory ruli
by the Tamil kings, killed him, and became king of Kotte undo
the name of Bhuvanaikabihn,  Sapumal Kumdraya and his brothi
Ambulugala Kumiraya according to one authority were Indiin
princes brought np as sons by Pardkramabibn VI, and Sapumal’s
murder of Jayibihu and his accession to the throne could not s
been welcomed by the Sinhalese.  About the year 1496 the peopl:
of the country between the Kalu Ganga and the Valav® Ganga
rose against his authority and he sent lis brother Ambulugali,
the ruler of the Four Koralés, to subdue this rebellion when the
people of the Four Koralés also rose against him. It took fou
years before the rebels were subdued, and even then Bhuvanai
kabihu VI succeeded only because he adopted a conciliatory
attitude and punished the leaders only with imprisonment.

The turbulent chiefs of Kanda Uda Pas Rata, who had paid
little heed to the authority of their prince until Joti Sitdna’s pow
had been crushed by Parikramabalm VI, took this epportunity
to rise against Vikramab&hu who appears to have come into power
about the same time as Bhuvanaikabibu VI. Though Bhuvanai-
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kabaliu was not in a position to give him adequate help,
ikramabdhu suppressed the rebellion, moving from Gampola
o Pérideniya and then to Kandy which he ultimately made his
apital, After that he made himself independent of the kingdom
of [$6112 and established himeell as suzerain over the Matalé district
ind the region to the east extending from the Trincomalee harbour
to the Valave Ganga,

The Tamils of the north also took advantage of this revolt.
Pararijasekaran (1458-1519), a son of the king whom Sapumal
' umiraya dethroned, now won back the kingdom, and asserted his
independence,
Bhuvanaikabihu VI was {ollowed in turn by Parfkramabihu
VI (1480-1484) and by Prince Ambulugala.  The latter took the
name of Pardlramabaln VIII (1484-1509). In lis reign the
Portuguese wrived in Ceylon,

6. AGRICULTURE AKD TraDE

There is hardly any reference to the construction of any
important irrigation work during this period. i is due to the fact
that the Sinhalese kings at this time lived in the Wet Zone where
paddy cultivation depends mainly on the rains. There are
references, however, to cultivation of coconut and jak on the south-
west coast.  Though these products are mentioned in writings of
earlier times it is likely they began to be culiivated extensively
only at this time, as the Dry Zone, which the earlier kings occupied,
wits not so suitable for their growth.

Foreign trade played an important parl during this period
L After the Crusades there was a great demand in European countries
for the excellent Ceylon cinnamon, and for it merchants were
prepared to pay high prices.  Bhuvanaikabihu T (1293-1284) in
order to inerease his profits songht an agreement with the Sultan
of Egypt in 1283 to supply him with cinnamon, precious stones,
and elephants.  His embassy travelled by sea up to the head of
the Persian Gull and thence by land to Cairo, passing through
Baghdad and the Syrian Desert,  According to Ibn Battita the
Tamil king of the north in 1344 traded in cinnamon with “the
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merchants of the Coromandel and the Malabar coasts and obtained
in exchange cloth and other articles. Colombo-in the same yean
was in the hands of a Muslim ‘wazir and ruler of the gea’ called
Jalasti who had a garrison of about five hundred Abyssinizns, This
occupation of Colombo was to control the sele of cinnamen, and the
disappearance of the Muslims from Colombo a few years later
probably due to the conquest of this region for the same objects
by the Tamils of the north. The desire to control this trade was
probably one of the chief reasons which led Alagakkénara, who was
himself a merchant, to expel the Tamils from these parts. |
was no doubt the same reason that drove Yirabahu I to fight the
Tamils, t]lc 'kldlui}rﬁ.lis J.Ild the "l-'l'ublimb, tl*e Ch]'m:' te C'Lpt vy

The selling of cinnamon was a royal monopoly and it was care
away from Ceylon by foreign merchants. Thus the people as

no benefit by the increasing demand for it. In other words,
people did not take to commerce but continued as before to
on their agricultural activitics,

The trade, however, led to the settlement of a large numbel
of Muslims in Ceylon. They occupied in addition to Colombo mang
other parts, like Beruvala, and penetrated even into the interigr
setting up mosques in the villages in which they settled. T
made pilgrimages to Adam's Peak, as they believed the depress
on the peak to be a footmark of Adam, who according to the Bl
was the first man that lived on earth.

7. BuppHIsM AND HInDuUIsM

The unsettled state of the country during this period had'a
adverse effect of Buddhism. Five kings of this period had to enfort
the rules of discipline on the bhikshus, and expel from the Sangh
those who led unworthy lives. The deterioration of the Sangh
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was no doubt doe to the disturbances cansed by invasions from
Without and civil strife from within, which made it impossible for
most of the bhikshus to live according to their rules of discipline.

The dalada received even more attention than in the Polonna-
ruva Period. Kings took great care to keep it in their possession,
and a change of capital was followed by the building of a new
Daladi Miligiva.

The Mahayanist beliefs continued to spread, and were not
affected by the purification of the Sanigha and the reconciliation of
opposing sects.  The worship of Nitha or Avalokitésvara cameinto
even greater prominence, especially from the time of Pardkrama-
bahu VI. This tadlisafiva is referred to in many literary works of
the time, and some inscriptions show that his image was worshipped
in many temples. There are also references to Baddhapaja or
offerings to the Buddha. This practice might have been the result
of the influence of ¢ither Mahayanism or Hinduism.

Buddhism brought Ceylon into touch with other countries
also dwing this period. Dhammazedi [1472-1492), the ruler of
Burma seni bhikshus to secure valid ordination from the Sangha
of Ceylon., On their return they bestowed the crdination on the
bhikshus of their country and those who came from Siam. Earlier
in the time of Bhovanaikabihu IV his commander-in-chielf biilt
a vihiiré at Kanchi (Conjeeveram) in South India, while Théra
Dharmakirti who lived about the same time caused to be repaired
the two-storicd viliir® at Amarivati on the River Krishna.

The influence of Hinduism also grew at this time. Someofthe
Sinhalese kings not only supported Brahmin priests but also employ-
cd a special pevolita to carry out the various religious rites in the
palace. A Maha Saman Dévalé was built near Ratnapura in the
reign of Pardkramabahu I1.  Parikramabihu IV built a temple for
Vishnou at Alutnuvara, which lies a few miles south-west of Kadu-
ganniva. Alagakkonira, when he fortificd Kotie, built for its
protection four temples which he dedicated to the gods Kihirel
Upuluvan, Vibhishapa, Skanda, and Sanan whose worship,
asscciated with Adam’s Peak, was very popular at this time. Hindu
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gods began to be worshipped also either in dévéles attached tof
the Buddhist Vihirés orin the viharés themeelves. In the Lanika=
tilaka Viharé, near Gampola, images of Hindu gods were placed:
between the inner and the outer wall of the building., Sinhalese
writers, after paying their homage to the Buddha, the !Jf:fmmm
and the Seagha, begged Hindu gods, such as Brahma, Siva and:
others for their blessings. The lédhisaffva Nitha, and Samang
began to be identified with the Hindu gods, Siva and Lakshman,
the brother of Rama.

8. LITERATURE

The really noteworthy progress made during this period was
in the feld of literature, The writers of this time received every
encouragement from kings, some of whom wrote books themselves:
Vijayabihu I11 and Parakramalyihu IT paid much attention to the
education of the bhikshus, which had been badly neglected in the
time of Migha, and from the time of Pardkramabahu 1T there wag
a continuous production of hooks till the end of this period. The
largest output was in the reign of Parakramabahu VI whose
conquests and the bringing of the whole island under his rule gave
a special impetus to the growth of literature.  The writing of hooksg
however, was still an occupation limited mainly to the Sanghaj
who alone had the necessary leisure, and the subjects chosen werg
generally religious as in the pru_uh ng period.

The practice of wntmy in Pali continued in spite of the decling
of Buddhism in India and the works were similar to those of thi
Pﬂlnlmmuva Perind. The Flifpavarsa, a history of the dagils 5
is similar in language, style, and subject-matter to the Maki
bodhivensa. The second part of the € lavesse shows greatel
influence of Sanskrit than the frst part. Two other works off
historical subjects are the Hafthavanagalla Vilkira Vansa, whidl
gives the story of the saintly life of Sri Sangabd, and the Saddhanim
Samgaha, a history of Buddhicm. ]

Other Pili works include the Rasavahing, a prose book conta fi
ing one hundred and three stories, by Vedeha Thera ] the thig
poems, the Samantakiifa Vennand (an account of Adam’s P‘-‘!ﬂkf

..
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the same author), the finacarifa (o life of the Buddha by Vana-
ratana Médhankara), and the findlaakdra (the ornament of the
Buddha), the Baldvaldra, a grammatical work based on the Pali
grammar of Kacciyana and written by Dharmalkirti, and the
BhZsajja Meiffisa (the casket of medicine) written in the time of
Pardkramabihu IT.

The striking change is the appearance of a large number of
Sinhalese works, The decline of Buddhism in India probably
discouraged the continued use of Pili, but Sanskrit did not take its
place, as during this time, owing to the oecupation of India by
Muslims, its importance decreased. Sinhalese, now enriched by the
influence of Sanskrit, was more suitable than before as a means of
expression and was in a condition to be used frecly by writers in
Ceylon,

The Sinhalese works, however, are in many cases translations
of Pili works and show little originality. Of such a nature are the
Sinhalese prose works, the Thipavadisaya by Parikrama Pandita
written in the reign of Parikramabihu IT, the Attanagaluvasisaya,
the Fafhivagsaya by Vilagammila Mahath@ra, the Dejadd Pajdva-
tiva based on the Dathdvansa, and the Dalada Sirita by Deva
Rudadam Pasanginivan written in the time of Parikramabahn
IV, the Saddharmalaikaraya (the ornament of pood doctrine),
a selection of stories from the Rasavdliing by Dharmakirti 11 of
Gadaladeniya who livedin the time of Virabahu IT, and the Pansiva-
panasfitakaya, a translation of the Jitakas made in the time of the
Gampola kings, The Pajavaliya (the garland of offerings) by the
Mayirapada Théra Buddhaputta written in the time of Parakrama-
bahu IT gives a good deal of historical information. The Nikdya
Sageraha by Dharmakirti 1T of Gadalddeniya is a similar work,
and gives the history of Buddhism and its sects. Two other works
are Dharmaséna’s Saddharmaratnivaliva (a string of the gems of
the good doctrine}, an extensive collection of Buddhist stories
illustrating the moral aphorisms of the Diammepada, and the
Saddharmarainikaraya (a mine of jewels of the good doctrine), a
treatise on Buddhism by Vimalakirti, a pupil of Dharmakirti 1T,

Yy -




by Arasakésari, the son-in-law of Parardjasékaran, who became the
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the story of the Kusajataka, and is similar in language and styl
of the Sasaddvata. The Kawvvaiétharaya of Totagamuve

Rihula and the Guttila Kavya are also Jitaka stories related
verse. Other poems are the Brdugnundlanfdraye (an ornament
Buddha's virtues) written in the time of Bhuvanaikabihu VI, a
the Laviia Sangardva (a compendium of the bliss of the wor
both by Vidagama Maitreya Théra and the Firafumbasirita, @
panegyric on Parikramabiahu VI

The only new feature is the appearance of the Sandzsa (messa
poems.  These show the Hindu influence of the time, and
written in imitation of Kalidisa's Méshadida. They cmbod
message, as the name implies, to be conveyed by a bird to the shrine
of a god, invoking his blessing either on the sovercign or a member
of the royal family, or imploring the aid of the god for victory in war
Thereis lenjrq deseription of the route taken by the bird, and
poems give much information about towns, villages and buil
of the time.  Seven of these poems are still to be found and two al
them are by Tolagamuvé Sri Rihula, '

Just as the study of Sanskrit led to the writing of works ot
Pili grammar, lexicography and medicine during the Polohnaruy,
Period, s0 at this time it led to similar works in Sinhalese.
Sinhalese grammar Sidat Saagarava was composed at the request
a minister of Parikramabihu I1, and it standardised the lang
of literature. The Piyum Mala (a garland of lotus flowers) i
Sinhalese voeabulary of synonyms written before 1410
Ruvan Mala (a garland of gems) and the Na@madvaliva (a garland
names) by Nalluriitun Mini, a minister of Parikramabiho V1
similar works, The Ydgdrpava written in the reign of Bluvan
kabahu I by the chief of Maydrapada Parivéna and
Yagaratnakara, both books on medicine, also Felong to this pe

Kaliddsa's influence is seen also in a Tamil work of this perig
It is the Rahuwvansam, a Tamil version of the Raghuransa, wri

ruler of the Tamil kingdom in 1478,

P e

GROUND PLAN OF THE LANKATILAKA VIHARE.
NEAR GAMPPOLA

Reproduced, by pevmission, from The Memoirs of tha
Archaological Sirvey of Ceyion,” Vol, 11,
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9, ARCHITECTUKE AND SCULPTURE

The unsettled state of the country and the limited resources of
the kings are reflected also in the compar: atively small number of
the buildings of this period.  The Laikatilaka and the Gads ﬂddﬂl;l"._l
iya Yilidirés were the only Large buildings put up during this tuﬁ'e
The Lankitilaka Vihare was built on a hill near Gampola in the reign
of Bhuvanaikbilu TV (1344-1354) by SEnd Lankid Adhikira, the
commander-in-chief, T is of brick and its interior is similar to the
buildings of the Polonnaruva perind.  The only difference is that |
there are two ante-chambers to the shrine ; and this is enclosed by
an outer wall, which makes the building square instead of oblong. {
The inner temple is the Budgdhist viharg, and the surrounding
cortidor is the temple of the gods.  The Gadalddeniva Viharé was
built on the flat rock of Dikgala between Yatinuvara and Urhunu-
vara also in the reign of Bhuvanaikabahu IV by Théra Dharmakicti
I with the help of a South Indian architect called Gandsvaricari,
It is the only viharé buill up to this time in stone and has the
characteristics’ of the Vijayanagara style of architecture. The
temple known as Siva DEvalé Ne. 1, at Polonnaruva, was possibly
built during the Pindya occupation. Tt is built of stone and belongs
to the Pandya stvle of architecture of the thirteenth century which
differs in a few respects from the Cola siyle.  The style of the
stairway of the Dalada Maligiva at Yépahuva is Hindu, and slmw.l, r
the influence of the later Pindya style.

|
n

!

et

NEAR GAMIOLA -

LaNKalTikAlla VIHAKKE,

THE



e

Al

Avchgologis ol Surzen of

POLONNARLY A

I,
(Page v1a)

T om0

3IvA DEVALL

EPILOGUE

Tue last chapter gave an account of the final phase of the history
of Ceylon before the coming of the Portuguese. The Portuguese
occupied the maritime provinces including the Tamil kingdem in
the north and left the Sinhalese independent only in the highlands.
The Dutch captured the maritime districts from the Portuguese
and the British, who in turn took them from the Dulch, also
occupied the mountainous district and put an end to Sinhalese
independence.

This narrative stops with the arrival of the Portuguese in
Ceylon, as it puts an end to the Indian Period of Ceylon history.
From this time the people of Ceylon began to lovk more to the
West than to Fndia for its progress, and the influence of Hinduism
was gradually replaced by that of Christianity, They also began
to adopt western methods and customs and to lay the foundations
for the great advance made in the last hundred years.

There is no doubt that Ceylon has changed vastly sinee the
Rritish occupation, and some of the most significant features of its
modern life have had their beginnings only in recent times. The
new forces at work have transformed the life of the people consider-
ably, and Ceylon is once more at a turning-peint in its history.

Nevertheless, m spite of these great changes, many of the old
forces are still at work, Though the study of the English language
and literature has to some extent given the people a new outlook
on life, the languages which are yet most widely used are Sirihalese
and Tamil. Though the influence of the Christian Church is quite
out of proportion to its numbers, Buddhism and Hinduism have
still far more adherents, and the number of Muslims 15 not much
less than that of the Christians. Though agriculture is carried on
to-day more for commercial purposes, rice-cullivation is still the
occupation of a large number of people.  Though the railway, the
motor-car, the telegraph, and the telephone have Dbecoine an
inseparable part of the life of the people, and have helped Govern-
ment to spread its tentacles in every direefion, allecting almost
every aspect of life, yet some of the vld methods of travelling and
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some of the old forms of administration have not yet altogether
disappeared. Moreover, there is now a revived interest in the old
forms of architecture, sculpture and painting. More attention is
being paid to the restoration of old tanks and channels. And there
is a tendency on the part of some to look to India once more for
their inspiration.

It is not possible for the people of Ceylon to break away
altogether from its past history, for the roots of the present lie too
deep for that, and some of the factors, such as the geographical
conditions, that influenced Ceylon in the past, have not changed
very considerably. The people of Ceylon, like all living organisms,
can only change, adapting themselves to new conditions. What is
important is that they should preserve what is of enduring value,
abandon what is obsolete, and absorb from without whatever is
necessary for their growth. Hence the time was never more
opportune for a correct appreciation of the past heritage of Ceylon,
and this book will serve its purpose if it helps the people of this
island, even in a small way, to obtain a better understanding of
their past history.

APPENDIX 1
THE SOURCES

1. The Mahdvansa. The chief source used for the writing
of this history of is the Mahdvansa, an epic written in the
Pali language. Its first part, which relates the history of
Ceylon from its legendary beginnings to the cnd of the
reign of Mahasen (A.p. 362), was composed at the Mahaviharé,
in Anuradhapura, by a Buddhist bhikshu, about the sixth century
A.D. The age of its oldest available manuscript, written on ola
leaves, is perhaps not more than two hundred years, but its text
was more or less fixed by a {744, written about the twelith century
A.D.* The second part of the Mahdvansa, the Calavadisa, consists
of three parts. The first of these three parts (Chs. XXXVII,
51—LXXIX, 84), which continues the story to the end of the reign
of Parakramabahul(a.D.1186), was composed early in the thirteenth
century, most probably at Polonnaruva, by a Buddhist bhikshu
called Dharmakirti. The date and the author of the second part
(Chs. LXXIX, 85—XC, 102), which ends with Pardkramabihu
IV, are not known, but it must have becn written later than A.D.
1333, as the narrative is continued up to that ycéar. The third
part was composed in the reign of Kirti Sri Rajasinha (A.D. 1747-
1781} by the Buddhist bhikshu, Tibbotuvavé Siddhartha -
Buddharakshita, who ccntinued the cpic up to his time.2 The
Mahavansa thus gives the histery of Ceylon from its beginnings
up to the middle of the cighteenth century. Few countries possess
such an unbroken record, and no part of India has such a valuable
source for the reconstruction of its history.s Nevertheless, since

1 According to tradition the name of the writer of this part is Mahanama.

2 Geiger, The Indian Histovical Quarterly, Vol. VL. p. 205 and Zeitschrift
fitr Indologie und Ivanistik, Band VI1I, p. 259.

3 The Mahavansahas been brought up-to-date by two Buddhist bhikshus,
the first of whom in 1877 brought it up to the .conquest of Ceylon by the
British in 1815.
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the Makdvesnsa is not a history in the modern sense, its statements
have to be carefully examined before they are accepted as historical
evidence.

2. Vijaya to Du ugdmunu. The records, which formed the
basis of the first part of the Mahdvcsisa, were a portion of the histori-
cal tradition contained in the A#thakathd, the Sinhalese com-
mentaries on the Buddhist Scriptures, which were at the Maha-
viharé. According to one account of the Dipavansa (the older
Pali chronicle in verse compiled about the fourth century A.D.)
the Mahavihdré was built by Saddha Tissa (77-59 B.C.), the brother
of Dutugemunu, and according to both chronicles, the Dipavansa
and the Mahavansa, the Atthakathd were put into writing in the
reign of Saddha Tissa’s son, Valagamba (Vatta Gimani Abhaya),
who lived in the latter part of the first century B.c. An examina-
tion of the Mahdvessa shows that its information is generally reliable
only from the reign of Saddha Tissa, and it is most likely that
definite records began to be kept only from the time of Valagamba.

The events recorded about kings prior to Saddha Tissa, tke
earliest of whom may not even be historical persons, are wrapped
in myth and legend, and it is no easy task to unravel the stories
and lay bare the truth that underlies them. Perhaps on this
account too much has been made of these stories, and far too many
incidents related have been regarded as events that actually took
place. In recent times there has been a tendency cn the part of
some to reject most of the events related about Vijaya and
Pandukabhaya as mythical, and accept as correct the Mahdvinsa
story in the main from the time of Dévananpiya Tisca. Therce
is no doubt that the Mahdvansa has more of history in it from the
time of Dévananpiya Tissa, but there is no sufficient ground for
accepting the story as correct from the time of this monarch and
leaving out only those passages which are obviously fictitious. No
independent record of any description outside Ceylon, for instance,
supports the view held in Ceylon that Mahinda was a son of Asdka.
On the other hand, rescarches carried out in recent times into the
legends of Asoka tend to support the judgment of Oldenberg, who
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some decades ago looked upon the story of Mahinda’s parentage
as a pure invention.* The building of the Ruvanvili Siya and the
Lovamahapaya is attributed in the Mahavihisa to Dutugdmunu,
but the accounts in the Dipavasisa and the Mahdvinsa when
critically examined, give room to doubt this statement.? The
Dipavansa and the Mahavisnsa also do not agree with regard to the
persons who erected some of the other pre-Christian buildings.
Nor is there a complete list in the Mahdvczsa of the buildings put
up during this time. The Kilaniya Dagéba was one of the most
famous of the ancient dagibas, but the Makdvazsa does not say
when or by whom it was built.

Information has been sought for this period from the writings -
of geologists, zoologists, anthropologists and ethnographists, but
the results obtained have been small, as, apart from the studies of
the Vaddas, the work on these sciences in Ceylon is still at a very
elementary stage. :

3. Saddha Tissa to Mahasen. From the first century A.D.
onwards we are on safer ground. The dynastic lists of rulers from
Saddha Tissa (77-59 B.C.) to Mahasen (A.D. 334-362) are generally
confirmed by inscriptions, and they probably formed a part of the
most ancient records. :

The accounts of buildings erected from this time also seem to
be more accurate, as there is generally no disagreement, as before,
between the Dipavansa and the Mahdvansa with regard to the per-
sons who built them. It is likely that the dynastic lists, with the
length of the reign of each king, were first kept, and that the legends
about persons and the traditional accounts of buildings were added
later.

4. Kit Siri Mevan to Parakramabahu I. A good deal of the
information of the first part of the Calavansa also deals with pious
acts, such as the erection of religious buildings, and legends and
stories of doubtful historical value related mainly for purposes of

1 Przyluski, La Legende de I’ Empereur ASoka.
2 See Dipavansa, chap. xviii, xix, xx and Mahdvarnsa, xv;168-172, 205;
xxvii, 1-8; xxix, 52-56; xxxii, 1-6. -
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-edification. But the account in the main seems to be correct, as it
is often confirmed by inscriptions, both Ceylon and Indian, as well
as by foreign literature such as the records of Fa-Hsien and Hiuen
Tsang which also add to the information in the Calavansa.

The Calavansa up to Chapter LIV appears to have been based
on records kept at Anurddhapura, and the statements in this
section.arc the most reliable. Chapters LV and LVI are less satis-
factory. They deal with the pericd when Ceylon was under Cola
rule when no accounts appear to have been put into writing. The
account in the Citlavansa, however, has been supplemented by very
useful information found in the Cola inscriptions. Chapters LVII
to LX are much more satisfactory, as records are said to have been
kept of the achievements of Vijayabahu I.

The rest of the first part of the Cialavasisa consists mainly of
an account of the reign of Parakramabahu I, the hero of the author
of this part. Parakramabahu is made to appear a sort of ideal
king, and is credited with even miraculous performances. His
virtues are sometimes exaggerated and facts unfavourable to him
are occasionally suppressed. Moreover, as the Calavensa was
meant to be an epic or a kdvya, the author has not hesitated to add
from his own knowledge of Sanskrit literature such matter as would
adorn the poem. Nevertheless, it is clear that the account is only
an adaptation of the actual events that took place, as the statements
are generally supported by Ceylon and Indian inscriptions, literary
works, and ancient monuments.™ The account of the war in South
India is supplemented, by information from South Indian inserip-
tions which modify, and add greatly to the story in the Ca@lavai sa.

5. Vijayabahu II to Pariakramabihu VIII. The seccnd part
of the Calavansa is similar to the first part in many respects, but
deals very bricfly with many rulers. Chapter LXXX covers four-
teen reigns and devotes only ten verses to an important ruler like
Nissanika Malla. This was probably due to the fact that owing to
the constant wars no proper records were kept during thece fifty
years. ‘The history of this period, however, can be reconstructed
to some extent owing to the large number of 1n°cr1pt10ns that have
been left by many of these rulers.

L}

X Gelger, Culavansa, Eng. Trs., P- vi.
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There are fuller accounts of the reigns of Vijayabahu III,
Pardkramabahu IT and Vijayabahu IV. The account of the reign
of Pardkramabahu II, the hero of the writer of the second part,
occupies a good deal of-space, but as an historical record it is even
less satisfactory than that of the reign of Pardkramabahu I. The
accounts of the successors of Vijayabahu IV from Bhuvanaikabahu
I to Pardkramabahu IV are scanty. In thece times too no proper
records appear to have been kept owing to foreign invasions and
civil wars. .

The third part of the Calavansa is short and ‘gives no
information at all about certain kings. The accounts of some of
the Gampola kings appear to have been based on the Sinhalece
work Rdjaratnikara, a not too reliable record belonging to the
sixteenth century. The best account of the Gampola kings and of
Alagakkonara is given in the Nikdya Sangraha which gives in addi-
tion many details about the early history of Buddhism not found in
the Mahavansa. Another work which gives additional information,
though less reliable, is the Rajarvaliva, composed probably at the
end of the seventeenth century. Further information for this
period has been gleaned from inscriptions and from accounts of
foreign writers like the Muslim traveller Ibn Battiita.

6. Another source of information for the reconstruction. of
the history of Ceylon has been coins and monuments. Coins have
been specially helpful in tracing Ceylon’s connections with foreign
countries. The ancient monuments and works dealing with them
have helped considerably to throw light upon foreign influences and
developments in life and thought.in Ceylon.

7. The Chronology. The dates i_iglﬂ_the Mahavansa are reckoned
from the traditional date of the death of the Buddha, which accord-
ing to calculations made from dates given in Indian and Greek
records and the Mahdvansa, is considered to have taken place in
483 B.c. According to reckonings made in medieval timesin Ceylon,
the date of the death of the Buddha falls in 543 or 544 B.c. This
gives a difference of about sixty years, which must have been due
to an alteration made by somcone, if it did not occur owing to
wrong reckonings of fractions of years.
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Professor Geiger thinks that the chronology of Ceylon started
from the year 483 B.C. up to the beginning of the eleventh century,
when for some reason or other 544 B.C. was accepted as the year of
Buddha’s #nirvana. The chronclogy was therefore in confusion,
and the author of the first part of the Calavansa tried to correct
it by altering the length of the reigns of the earliest kings in his
list. Professor Geiger, therefore, corrects the error by deducting
these sixty years from the reigns of Kit Siri Mevan, Detu Tis 11, and
Buddhadasa.

The round numbers, in which most of the reigns at the begin-
ning are given, reveal their fictitious nature, and probably the dates,
0o, have some reality only from the reign of Saddha Tissa or his
brother, Dufugdmunu. The dates even of kings from Saddha
Tissa up to Vijayabahu I can be taken only as approximate. The
chronology of the second and third parts of the Calavansa is also
far from definite. . The number of years some of the kings ruled is
not given, and the reckonings arc further complicated by the fact
that more than one king ruled at the same time.

APPENDIX II
LIST OF KINGS WITH DATES:

No. ' B.C.
1. Vijaya .. .. .. .. .. 483
Interregnum of one year . . .. 445
2. Panduvasdev (Panduvasudéva), nephew of1 .. .o 444
Abhaya, son of 2 .. .. .- .. .. 414
Interregnum e .. .. .. 394
4. Pandukibhaya, nephew of3 .. T .. 377
5. Mutasiva, son of 4 .. .. 307
6. Dévananpiya Tissa (Devanapa TIS) second son of 5 .. 247
7. Uttiya, brother of 6 .. .. .. .. 207
8. Mahasiva, brother of 6 .. .. .. .. 197
9. Sura Tissa, brother of 6 .. i - .. 187
10 and 11. Séna and Guttika, Tamils .. e .. 177
12. Aséla, brother of 6 .. .. .. .. .. 155
13. Elara (Elala), Tamil - .. .. .. 145
14. Dutugidmunu (Dutthagimani} .. 101
15. Saddha Tissa (Sada Tis, Gamini Tisa), brother of 14 .. 77
16. Tullatthana (Thilathana, Tulni), son of 15 .. .. 59
17. Lajjitissa (Lafjatissa, Laméni Tis, Tisa Abaya), brother
: of 16 .- .- 59
18. Khallatanaga (Kalunna) brother of 16 50
19. Valagamba (Vattagaimani Abhaya, Gamani Abaya) brother
of 16 KN 43
20-24. Five Tamils, Pulahattha Bahlya Panayamaraka Pllayama-
raka, Dathika (Dathiya) .. . 43
19. Valagamba (restored) 29
25. Mahasilu Mahatis (Mahacu]l Mahatlssa Mahadahya Tlssa)
son of 18 . . . 17
26. Cora Niga, son of 19 . .. .. .. -3
27. Tissa (Kuda Tissa), son of 25. )
28. Anula (with Siva, Vituka, Darubhatlka szsa and Nlhya)
widow of 26 . 12
29. Makalan Tissa (Kutakauna Tlssa Kndakana Kalakanm
Tissa), brother of 27 .. 16
30. Bhitiyal (Bhatikabhaya, Bhatlka Tlssa) son of 29 .. 38

31. Mahadiliya Mana (Mahadathika Mahaniga), brother of 30 67

1 The dates are based mainly on Culavansa, Vol. 11, pp. ix-xiv, and the
\ames on Epigraphia Zeylancia, Vol. I11, pp. 1-40.
121
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32.
33-
34
35-

30.
37
38.
39-
40.
41.
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Adagimunu (Amanda Gimani Abhaya), son of 31

Kanirajanu Tissa (Kinihiridala), brother of 32

Cilabhaya (Kuda Aba Sulu Abha), son of 32

Sivali, sister of 34 . ..

Interregnum of three years

Ila Naga (Elunna), nephew of 35

Sandamuhunu (Candamukha Siva), son of 36

Yasalalaka Tissa (Yasasilu), brother of 37

Subha (Saba) .. .

Vasabha (Vihip) .. .. .. ..

Var‘nfkandsika Tissa (Vakadha Tis, Vannidsinambapa), scn
of 40 .. .. ..

Gajaba I (Ga]abahuka Gamam) son of 41 .
Mahaluna (Mahallaka Naga, Mahalu Mana), brother-in-law
of 42 and grandson of 40 .. ..

Bhatiya Tissa II (Bhatika Tissa, Bétlya) son of 43

Kanitu Tis (Kanittha Tissa, Cila Tissa), brother of 44

Kuhunna (Khujja Naja, Suluna), son of 45

Kudda Niga (Kufica-Naga, Kudana), brother of 46 -

Siri Naga 1 (Sirina Kuda Sirina) brother-in-]aw cf 47 and
son of 44 .. . .. ..

Véra Tissa (Voharika Tissa), son of 48

Abhaya Naga (Aba Sen, Abha Tissa), broiher of 49

Siri Naga II (Sirina), son of 49 ..

Vijayindu (Vijaya Kumaraka), son of 5I

Singha Tissa I

Siri Sangabd I (Siri Sanghabodhl)

Golu Aba (Gothabhaya, Méghavapnabhaya) brother of 52

Detu Tis I (Jéttha Tissa, Kalakan Deta Tis, Makalan Deta
Tis), son of 55 .. .

Mahasen (Mahaséna), brother of 56 : ..

Kit Siri Mevan (Kitti Siri Méghavannpa son of 57 )

Detu Tis 11 (]ettha Tissa), brother of 58

Buddhadasa (Bujas), son of 59 .. |

Upatissa I, son of 6o .. - S )

Mahinama, brother of 61

Sotthi Séna (Sengot), son of 62

Chhattagahaka (Satgahaka, Limani TIS) son-in- ]aw of 62

Mit Sen (Mittaséna, Karal Sora) . .. .

Pandu, Tamil .. ..

Parinda, son of 66 ..

Khudda Parinda, brother of 67

Tiritara, Tamil

Dathiya, Tamil .. ..

Pithiya, Tamil o .. ..

k___y___l

A.D.

79
89
92
93
93
96
103
112
120
127

171
174

196
203
227
246
248

249
269
291
300
302
303
3¢7
309

323,
334

o L"3()2

409
431
431
432

433

72.
73
74
75-

76.
77
78.
79-
8o.
81.

82.
83.

85.
86.
87.

88.
89.
go.

92.
93.
94-

95-
96.
97-

98
99
100
T0I
102

103.
104.

105.
106.

107.

LIST OF KINGS WITH DATES

Dhatusena, Dasenkiliya ..

Kasyapa I (Kassapa, Sigiri Kisubu, Kasubu) son of 72

Mugalan I (Moggalliana), son of 72 .

Kur?ara Das (Kumara Dhatusena, Kumara Dasen), son
of 74 .. ..

Kirti Séna (Kitti Sena, Kit Sen) son of 75

Siva (Madi Siv), uncle of 76 ..

Upatissa IT (Lamaéni Upatissa), son—in-law of 72

Silakéla (Salamevan), son-in-law of 72 and 78

Dapulu Sen (Dathapabhuti), second son of 79 .

Mugalan II (Moggallana Cila Moggallana, Dala Mugalan)
clder brother of 8o

Kit Siri Meé (Klth Siri Megha Kuda Klt Slrl Mevan) sop of
81 .. .. ..

Mahénaga (Senevi Mana) . ..

Agbo I (Aggabdodhi, Akbo), sister’s on of 83 ..

Agbo 11 (Aggabddhi, Kuda Akbd), sister’s son of 84

Sangha Tissa 1I, kinsman of Aghd II's queen )

Dala Mugalan (Dalla Moggallana, Limini B6 Na Mugalan
Midi Bo Mugalan)

Silameghavarnpa (Slldmeghavanna Salamevan)

Agbo 111 (Aggabddhi, Siri Sanigabd), son of 88 -

Detu Tis 111 (]et@ha Tissa, Laméani Ka;usara Deta Tis), son |
of 86 . s

Agbo II1 (restored) el

I)at,hopa Tissa I (Dathasiva, Larndm Dalupa Tls j

Kasyapa I1 (Kassapa, Pisulu Kasubu), brother of 89

Dappula I (Dapulu), son-in-law of 88
Dathopa Tissa II (Hatthadatha, Laméini Da]upa TIS)
nephew of g1 .. .

Agbdé IV (Aggabédhi, Siri Sangabo) brother of 94

Datta (Valpiti-visi-Dat) . ..

Hatthadatha (Hupannaru-riyan dala)

Manavamma (Mahald-pand), son of g2

Agbd V (Aggabodhi, Akbd), son of 98 ..

Kasyapa III (Kassapa, Kasubu), brother of 99 .,

Mihindu I (Mahinda, Midelraja), brother of g9

Agb6 VI (Aggabodh1 Sllamegha Akbd- Qalamevan) son of
100 .-

Agbo VII (Aggabodhl Kuda Akl:o) son of To1 .. ..

Mihindu IT (Mahinda Silamégha, Salamevan Mihindu), son
of 102 ..

Dappula IT (Udaya, Dapulu Uda ra]a) son of 104 .

Mihindu ITT (Mahinda, Dhammika Silamégha, Hahgarav:l
Hiskd so Mihindu), son of 105

Agbd VIII (Aggabodhi, Madi, Akbo, brother of 106 .

123

AD.
460
478
496

513
522
522
524
524
537

537

556
556
568
601
611

611
617

626

641
650

650
658
674
676
676
711
717
727

727
766
772
792

797
8o1
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No.

THE EARLY HISTORY OF CEYLON

108. Dappula III (Dapulu), brother of 106 ..
109. Agbo IX (Aggabodhi, Pasulu Akbo), son of 108

110. Séna I (Silimégha,Matvala Sen, Salamevan)brother of 109
111. Séna II (Mugayin Sen, Abha Siri Sangabd), nephew of 110

112. Udaya (Uda Abha Salamevan), brother of 109

113. Kasyapa IV (Kassapa, Kasup, Kasub Siri Sangabo), broth;:;‘

of 111

114. Kasapa V (Kassapa Ka.sup, Pa.sulu Ka.subu, Salameyvan

Abahay), son of 111

115. Dappula IV (Dapulu), brother of 114

116. Dappula V (Kuda Dapulu, Buddas Abahay Salamevan a

Dapula), brother of 114 . ..

177. Udaya II (Udd) nephew of 11x .. ..
118. Séna III (Sen), brother of 117 .. .
119. Udaya I1I (Uda), son of 117 .. -
120. Séna IV (Pisulu or Madi Sen), son of 114

121. Mihindu IV (Mahmda, Kuda Midel, Midel Sala) brother o.f

120

122. Séna V {Salamevan), son of 121
123. Mihindu V (Mahinda), brother of 122
Interregnum of twelve years .. .. .o
124. Vikramabahu I (Kassapa, Kasyapa), son of 123
125. Kirti (Kitti) ..
126. Mahalana Kirti (Mahalana K1tt1 Mahale) ..
127. Vikrama Papdu (Vikum Pandl) .. ..
128. Jagatpala (Jagatipala) . .. e
129. Parakrama Papdul Parakum) .. ..
130. Lok&vara (Loka, Lokissara) .. .. .
131. Kasyapa (Kassapa, Kasub)! ' ..
132. Vijayabdhu I (Kitti) .. .. ..

133. Jayabahu I, brother of 132

134. Vikramabahu 1I, son of 132 .. .. .
135. Gajabahu II, son of 134 .. .. .
136. Parakramabidhul .. A .
137. Vijayabahu II, sister’s son of 136

138. Mihindu VI (Mahinda) ..

139. Kirti Nissanka Malla .

140. Virabahu I, son of 139.. .. ..
141. Vikramabahu III, brother of 139

142. Coddaganga, nephew of 139 ..

143. Lilavati, queen of 136 (with the general Knrtl)
144. Sihasa Malla, brother of 139 ..

145. Kalyapavati, gqueen of 139 (with the general Ayasmanta)

1 Nos.

124-131 were rulers of Ruhuna.

Kalutara, and Kataragama was the capital of 131.

A.D,
812
828
831
851
885

896

913
923

923
934
937
945
953

956

972

981
1017
1029
1041
1041
1044
1045
1046
1049
1055
1055
1114
1116

1137
1153

. 1186

1187
1187
1196
1196
1196
1197
1200
1202

The capital of 127 was

146.
147.
143
148.
143.
149.
150.
I51.
152.

153.
154.

155.
156.
157.
158.
159.
160.
161.
162.
163.
164.
165.
166.
167.
168.
169.

170.
171,

LIST OF KINGS WITH DATES

Dharmasoka " .. .. .
Anikanga (Aniyanga)

Lilavati (with the general Vlkkantacamunakka)
Lékéesvara (Lokissara) .. ..

Lilavati (with the general Parakrama) ..
Parakrama Pandu (Pérakum Papdi) .. .
Miagha (Kalinga Vijayabahu)

Vijayabahu 11I (Vijayabahu-vat hlml)

Parakramabahu II (Kalikala Sahitya Sa.rva]na Pandlta.

Pardkramabiahu), son of 151 . .-
Vijayabahu IV (Bosat Vijayabdhu), son of 152 ..
Bhuvanaikabdahu 1 (Lokckabﬁhu), brother of 153

- Interregnum . ..

Parakramabdhu 111, son of 153

Bhuvanaikabahu IT {Vat-himi Bhuvana\kabahu) son of 154
Parakramabahu IV (Papdita Parakramabahu), senof 156..7

Bhuvanaikabahu I11 (Vanni Bhuvanaikabahu)
Vijayabahu V (Jayabdhu, Savulu Vljayabdhu) ..
Bhuvanaikabahu IV .
Parakramabahu V (Savulu Pdrakum) son of 159
Vikramabahu II1 .. .. .. .
Bhuvanaikabahu V. .. . ..
Virabahu 11, brother-in-law of 163 .-
Vira Alakesvara (Vijayabahu VI,) brother of 164
Parakramabahu Apa .
Parakramabdhu VI, son of a nephew of 161
Jayabahu II (Vira Pardkramabahu), grandson of 167
Bhuvanaikabahu VI (Sapumal Kumaraya), adopted
son of 167 .. ..
Parakramabahu VII (Pandlta Pamkramabahu)
Parakramabahu VIII (Ambulugala raja), brother
of 169 .. .. .o .o

125

A.D.
.. 1209
.. 1203
.. 1209
+» 1210
S I21X
.. I21I
1214-1235
..o 1232

1236
«s 127X
.. 1273
.. 1284
.. 1302

1310

1325

1333-1344
1344-1354
1344-1359
1356-1374
1372-1405
1391-1397
1397-1410
I1410-1415
1412-1467
1407-1474

1473-1480
1480-1484

1484-1509



APPENDIX III
KEY TO ILLUSTRATION: THE DEVELOPMENT
OF THE SINHALESE SCRIPT

1. ‘Beginning of Aséka’s Second Rock-Edict, from Girnar, in
Woestern India :

Text : (1) Sarvata vijitamhi Devanampriyasa Priyadasino >
rdfy; (2) evam api pracantesu yatha Céda Pada Satiyaputo Ketala- -

puto & Tamba ; (3) pannl

Translation : Everywhere in the dominions of King
Dévanampriya Priyadarsin, and likewise among (his) borderers,
such as the Codas, the Pandyas, the Satiyaputa, the Ketalaputa,
even Tamraparni.

2. Aninscripticnin a cave at Mihintalé, reading from right to
left ; two letters turned upside down :

Text : Upasika Tisaya lene.

Translation : The cave of the lay-devotee, Tissa.

3. Aninscription in a cave at Ritigala, in the North-Central
Province : ‘ . )

Text : Devanapiya maharajha Gamini Tisaha puta Devenapiya
Tisa A(bayaha) lene agata anegata catu (di) disa $agasa.

Translation : The cave of Devanapiya Tisa Abaya, son of

the great king, Devanapiya Gamini Tisa (is given) to the Buddhist
Sangha from the four quarters, present and not present. (D.
Tisa Abaya=:Lafjitissa and D. Gamini Tisa=Saddha Tissa).

4. Beginning of an inscription of Bhatika Abhaya, from
Molahitiya velégala, near Dimbulidgala in the Tamankaduva
Districet :

Text : (Svastika symbol) Siddham Devanapiya “Tisa maha-
rajaha marumanaka Kudakana-rajaha jeta-pute raja-Abaye.

Translation. : King Abhaya, grandson of the great King
Devanapiya Tisa, eldest son of King Kudakana.

126

KEY TO ILLUSTRATION 127

5. Lines g and 10 of the Vessagiriya slab-inscription of
Dappula V:

Text : Mapurum Buddas Abahay Salamevan Déapula maha-
rajhu sat lingii devana havuruduychi. :

Translation : In the second year after the umbrella was raised
by His Majesty the great King Buddas Abahay Salamevan Dapula.

6. An inscription on a pillar standing on the embankment of
the Padaviya tank in the North-Central Province :

Text : (r) Basida ni ganga vdva si—

(2) ri Lakdda ket ka—

(3) rava siyal diya.

(4) randava Parakumba.
(5) nirindu kele mé.

This inscription is in verse.

Translation : Having dammed up smaller strcams, rivers
(and constructed) tanks in Sri Lanka (and) caused fields to be
cultivated (and) all the water to be retained (in the tanks). King
Parakramabahu made this.
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Abhavyavava, 30

Abhidhammatha Sangaha, 87

Abhidhanappadipika, 88

Abyssinian, 106

Adam’s Peak, 85, 100, 106, 107.
108

Adhirajéndra, 67, 70

Adriampet, 104

Aggabdodhi : see Agbd

Agbo T, 46, 49, 54, 62

Agbd 1L, 49, 54

Agbd III, 49

Agbo IV, 47

Agbd VII, 47

Agriculture, 4, 6, 8, 13, 17, 20
29-32, 47, 54-56, 82, 84, 105

Ajanta, 20, 40, 43, 65 )

Ajivikas, 36

Akasa Ganga, 84

Akatti-murippu, 54, 55

Akkhakhayika, 32

Alahira, 31, 74

Alahara Canal 31, 54, 84

Alaungsithu, 91, 92

Alexandria, 56

Alutnuvara, 22, 75, 81

Alutnuvara (near Kadugannava),
107

Aluviharég, 36

Awavakésha, 88

Amaravati, 19, 40, 107

Amavatura, 87
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Amban Ganga, 22, 31, 54, 84

Ambulugala, 104
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Arasakésari, 110
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88- 91 112

Arthabastm, 43, 87
Arya Cakravarti (Jaffna), 101
Arya Cakravarti (India), Too

Aryan, 1, 3, 5-9, 14, 16, 21, 24, 20,
2937, 79

Aryasura, 59

Asceticism, 11

Asiggahaka, 52
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42, 65, 116

Atadahasrata 71
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Atthakatha, 37, 61, 62, 116
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Balibhojaka, 5
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Bhikshus, 11, 13, 14, 16, 14, 20, 27,
28, 32, 33, 35-37, 39 46, 47, 53,
57-60, 62, 74, 78,84-88, 106-108

Bhrlgukaccha 19

Bhuvanaikabahu,198-100, 105,110,
119

Bhuvanaikabahu II, 100

Bhuvanaikabahu IIT, 100

Bhuvanaikabahu IV, 100, 107,
112

Bhuvanaikabahu V, 102
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Bhuvanaikabdhu VI, 97, 104, 105,
110

Bibilg, 76, 81

Bintdnna, 97

Bodhicariyavatara, 59

Bodhisattva, 14, 34, 35, 54, 59,
79, 107, 108,

Bodhiséna Pabbata, 1

Bodhivansaya, 109

Bogambara, 73

Bo-tree, 12, 35, 37, 61

Bowl Relic, 76, 85, 98, 99.

Brahma, Bramin, Briamanism,
10, 19, 21, 36, 57, 60, 68, 86,
107, 108

Brahmi 15, 20°

Brahmin Tissa, 25, 32, 36.

Brahii, 9

Brazen Palace: see
paya

British, 2, 8, 16, 113

Buddha, 11, 12, 14, 34, 35, 36, -
56, 58, 59, 65 79, 90, 91, 99
108, 109, 119, 120

Buddhadasa, 47, 62, 120

Buddhaputta, 109

Buddhagama : see Manikdena

Buddhaghosa, 47, 61

Buddha Gaya, 12, 58

Buddhism, 2, 10-20, 24, 25, 29
32-41, 43, 45, 57-59, 66, 77, 84-
91, 102, 106, 112,

Budugunalankavaya, 110

Bulutota, 81

Burma, 61, 66, 80, 84, 91, 92, 107

Buttala, 22, 70, 71, 76, 81

Batuga, 51

Byzantium, 56

Ldvamaha-

CAMBODIA, o1

Caste, 2, 10, 85-87, 106

Calukya, 44, 45, 66, 67, 70, 91

Candrabhinu, 99, 103

Candragdmin, 59, 88

Candragupta, 12

Candragupta II, 42

Chattagahaka, 52

Chénas, 79 :

Céra, 20, 21, 26, 45, 51, 67, 68,
76, 80, 93, 95

Chilaw, 102

China, Chinese, 15, 43, 47, 56-58,
103, 106

Ching-Ho, 103

Christian, 12, 56, 57, 86, 113

Chronology, 119

Cinnamon, 2, 94, 99 103, 105

Cists, 3, 5

Coconut, 105

Coins, 119

Coéla, 9, 17, 19, 20, 21, 35, 41
44, 45, 50-62, 65-70, 76, 77 8o,
82, 84, 85, 90-95 99, 112, 118

Colombo, 56, 99, 102, 103, 100

Constantine, 56

Crusades, 2, 105

Cillavansa, 55, 57, 72, 82, 87,
108, 115, 118-120

DAGABAS, 12, 15, 19, 25, 33, 35

37, 39, 49, 55, 62, 88-91, 108
Déadigama, 100
Déaduru Oya, 82
Dakkhigadé&sa, 46
Dakkhina Viharé, 33, 39
Dalada, 58, 76, 85, 87, 98, 100
103, 107 ‘
Dala Mugalan, 49
Dalada Pujavaliya, 109
Dalada Sivita, 109
Dambadeniya, 97-99
Dambulla, 15, 54, 64, 74, 75
Dandin, 45, 62
Dappula V, 51
Dasakumaracarita, 45
Dastota, 94
Dathavansa, 87, 109
Dathopa Tissa I, 50, 55
Dathopa Tissa 11, 50
Demala Mahasaya, 88
Detu Tis I, 31
Detu Tis II, 120
Déva Raya 11, 94, 102, 103
Dévananpiya Tissa, 13, 17, 24, 116
Deva Rudadam Pasangindvan, rog
Devalégs, 36
Devundara, 6¢, 76
Dhammaruci, 33, 57,
Dhammapada, 62, 109
Dhammazedi, 107
Dhampiya Atuva Gatapadaya, 62
Dharmaguptaka, 57, 58
Dharmakirti I, 87, 115
Dharmakirti 11, 107, 109, 112
Dharmaséna, 109

INDEX - 133

Dharmappradipikiava, 87
Dhatuséna, 49, 54
Dikvava, 31, 76
Dimbulagala, 84
Dipavansa, 61, 116, 117
Divyavadana, 40

Dolmen, 3, 5
Dolosdahasrata, 71

Dondra : see Devundara
Dravidian, 3, 5, 8, 9, 79, 91
Dumbara, 74, 97
Dumbutuluvava, 84
Duratisavava, 31

Dutch, 2, 16, 55, 56, 113
Dutugdmugu, 25, 32, 116, 117

EGYPT, 41, 56, 105

Ekanalika Famine, 32

Elara, 24, 25, 33, 39

Elu, 27

English, 113

Eruviava, 31I

Europe, European, 2, 15, 64, 81,
105

FA-HSIEN, 43, 47, 58, 118
Famines, 31, 32, 36, 55
Four Koralés, 104

Further India, 8o

GADALADENIYA, 109, 112

Gajaba I, 235, 39 )

Gajabahu 11, 72-75, 81

Galabéddda, 71

Gal Viharég, go

Gamani, 6, 24, 26, 29

Gampola, 97, 100-102, 104, 106,
109, 119

Gampola princes, 104, 105

Gandenigala, 98

Ganésvaricari, 112

Gansabha, 8, 26, 28, 53

Geiger, Prof. W., 120

Gems, 21, 41, 105

Geography and history, 1, 2

Giant's Tank, 54, 55

Gilimalg, 85

Gintota, 76

Giritalé€, 49, 54

Golu Aba, 33, 35

Gdthabhaya @ see Golu Aba

Government, 26-29, 41, 52-54, 78, 79

518-—F a

Govikula, 77
Govindahela, 98 -
Gramani : see GAmani
Grand Pass, 103
Greek, 6, 17, 21, 41, 56
Guilds, 28

Gujarat, 92

Gupta, 42-43, 60, 65, 91
Gurjara Pratiharas, 44
Gurulugémi, 87.
Guttila Kavya, 110

HABARAGAMA, 5

Harihara 11, 95, 102

Harispattuva, 97

Harsha, 43-45

Hatadageé, go

Hatthavanagalla Vihara Vastha, 108

Hembarava, 75

Heranasika Vinisa, 62

Hévahata, 97

Hinayana, 56

Hindu, Hinduism, 2, 9; 21, 34, 36,
42, 43, 60, 64, 65, 68, 79, 85-87
91, 102, 107, 108, 110, 112, I13

Hiuen Tsiafg, 43, 118

Hoysalas, 67, 95

Hunmns, 43

IBN Battuta, 101, 105, 119

Ilanaga, 25, 39

India, 1-7, 9-21, 25, 26, 33, 34-37,
39, 40-46, 50-52, 58, 61, 62, 64-71,
79, 80, 91-95, 99, 109, 113, 114

Indo-European, 6, 9

Inscriptions, 15, 26, 59, 101, II7=-
119 : :

Iron, 8

Irrigation 17, 29-31, 41, 47, 54, 55
82-84

Irulas, 3

Isurumuniya, 37, 65,

JAFFNA, 94, 97

Jagatpala, 69

Jainism, 20, 36, 45

Jalasti, 106

Janakiharapa, 61

Jananatha Managalam, 47
Jataka, 14, 34, 61, 88, 109, 110
Jatakamala, 59

Jatavarman Sundara Pandya, 94
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Jatdvarman Vira Pandya, 94, 99, 101
Jaya Ganga, 55, 82

Jayabahu I, 71 .

Jayabahu I1, 97, 104
Jétavanaramaya, 33, 37, 59, 85
Jeétavanarama Dégaba, 40, 62, 90
Jétavanarama (Polonnaruva) 88, 9o
Jétpha Tissa : see Detu Tis
Jinacarita, 109

Jinalarikara, 109

]01;1 Sitana, 104

KACCAYANA, 109 -
Kacchakatittha : see Magantota
Kahagala, 22 :
Kakatiyas, 67
Kalani Ganga, 24, 103
Kalabhras, 44

Kilaniya, 72

Kalaniya Dagiba, 39, 117
Kala Cva. 54, 55. 74

Kalavava 54, 55, 73, 75, 82, 90 -

Kalidasa, 42, 43, 60,61, 88, 110

Kalinga, 17, 51, 58, 67, 71, 77-78,
85, 91, 92, 101

Kalutara, 69

Kalyani, 40

Kamburugamuva, 76

Kanarese, 9, 5I, 95

Kanauj, 69

Kaifichi, 49, 107

Kanda Uda Pas Rata, 97, 104

Kandy, Kandyan, 4, 97, 105

Kantalai, 31, 49, 54, 55, 60, 84

Kara Gafigd 31

Karikal, 21

Karma, 11, 13, 86

Kasyapa I, 46, 49, 64

Kasyapa 11, 50

Kasyapa V, 50, 62

Kataragama, 69

Kautalya, 43, 87

Kavduluvava, 3I

Kavsilumina, 110

Kavyasékharaya, 110

Kavyadarsa, 45, 62

Kayavagu, 26

Kayts, 92

Kérala : see Cera

Késadhatu, 49, 54

Kesadhata Kasyapa, 69, 70

Kihireli Upuluvan, 59, 107

Kiri Vehera, 88

Kirindi Oya, 22, 31

Kirti : see Vijayabahu I

K rti Sri Mé&gha, 71-73

Kirti Sri Méghavarnpa :
Siri Mevan

Kit Nuvaragal, 91

Kit Siri Mg, 61, 69

Kit Siri Mevan,. 52, 60, 71, 72,
107, 146, 120

Konamalei, 95

Kotmalé 98

Kotte, 94, 97, 101-106, 107

Kotthasara : see Kotusara

Kotusara, 72, 74

Krishnpa III, 51

Kublai Khan, 103

Kudda Naga I, 32

Kulasékhara, 92, 93

Kulinga, 5

Kulottunga I, 67, 91

Kulottunga, 11, 67

Kul6ttunga III, 67

Kumaradisa, 61, 88

Kumara Dhatuséna, 61

Kumbukkan Oya, 22, 31, 81

Kurumbar, 3

Kurunigala, 97, 98-100,

Kurunduvéva, 49, 54

Kusaddavata, 110

Kusajataka, 110

Kushtaraja 59

Kusumi, 92

Kutakanna Tissa, 40

Kuvéni, 40

see Kit

LAGGALA, 73

Lakshman, 108

Lambakarna, 5, 25, 47, 49

Lanka, 7

Lankdpura, 92

Lankatilaka (Gampola), 108, 1352

Lankatilaka (Polonnaruva), 88

Laws of Manu, 43, 85

Lilavati, 77, 8

I.0hapasada : see
paya :

Lokésvara, 69

Lokésvara Natha, 59

Lévida Sangardva, 110

Lovamahapaya 25, 39, 117

Lunar Dynasty, 29

Lovamaha-

INDEX : 135

MADAGAMA, 76, 81

Madura, 20, 50, 92, 93

Magallavava, 82

Magama, 22, 24, 26, 30, 31, 76,
80, 94

Magantota, 22, 75, 81

Magha, 66, 77, 84, 85, 98, 101

Mahabalipuram, 44, 65

Mahabhavata, 43

Mahabodhivansa, 61, 87, 108

Mahadévalg, 60

Mahapa 46

Mahaya, 46

Mahakandiyavava : see

Mahalékha, 52, 78

Mahamalla, 44

Mahaméghavana, 37

Mahanaga, 49

Mahanagakula, 70 71, 72, 76

Mahanama, 47, 58, 61

Maharashtra, 3o

Mahasammata, 29

Mahasanghika, 12, 57

Mahasen, 17, 26, 31, 33, 35, 37,
41, 47, 61, 115, 117

Mahatittha : see Matota

Mahaviali Ganga, 22, 24, 31, 41,
72, 75, 76, 81, 84

Mahavadisa, 1, 5, 6, 25, 26, 40, 61,
87, I15-117,119

Mahaviharg, 25, 33, 35, 37, 39, 57,
85, 115, 117

Mahavira, 36

Mahdydna, 20, 34, 35, 44, 54, 57,
107

Mahinda, 13, 19, 116

Mahiﬁéésaka, 12, 57

Mahiyangana, 22, 70

Makhadéva Jataka, 88

Malaiyalis, 102, 106

Malayilam, 9

Malaya, 24, 3, 36, 41, 46 52 64,
66, 69, 70, 74, 81, 97, 104

Malay Peninsula, 66, 99

Maldives, 45

Malik Kafir, 95, 100

Malvatu Ovya, 22, 55

Manabharana, 72-76, 92 )

Manabharana (Mayarata), 71, 72

Manavamma, 50, 64

Manikdena, 73, 75

Manika Ganga, 22, 31, 37, 69

Mannar, 22, 72 -

Dikvava

Mantai, 22, 47, 60, 70, 76, 80, 92,
101

Manu, 43, 85

Mapa, 46

Mavala, 79

Maravarman Kulas€khara, 95, 99

Maravarman  Sundara Papdya,
67, 94

Marar, 25

Matalé 31, 36, 54, 64, 73, 97, 102,
105

Matara, 76 :

Matopa : see Mantai

Mattuvil, g2

Maurya, 12, 19

Mayarata, 46, 70-73, 75, 78, 81, 82,
97-99

Maydarapada, 109, I110

Meghaduta, 43, 110

Mihindu IV, 51

Mihindu V, 41, 51, 52, 68

Mihintal€, 37, 49, 54, 57

Minipé Ala, 84

Minnériya Tank, 26, 31, 84

Mit Sen, 49

Mitta 71, 79

Moggallanpa, 88

Monaragala, 71, 81

Moriya, 5, 12, 24-25, 47, 49

MOI‘lVaI‘ 5

Mugalan I, 49, 50

Mugalan II, 54

Muhammad, 56

Muruhan, 21

Muslims, 2, 44, 56, b5, 101, 102,
106, 109, 112, 1IQ

Muslins, 21, 41

Muvadevdavata, 88

Mysore, 8o, 92

NAGADIPA, 40

Nagas, 8

Nagarjuna, 20
Nagarjunikonda, 20, 40, 58
Nalanda (India), 43
Nalanda, 54, 64 .
Nalltrutun Mini, 110
Namavaliya, 110
Narasinhagupta, 43
Narasinhavarman, 44, 50, 64
Narayana, 75 ‘
Natha, 59, 107

Negombo, 102 -
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Neolithic Age, 5

Nero, 21

Nestorian sect, 56

Nidana Katha, 14, 61

Niganthas, 36

Nikaviratiya, 75, 82

Nikaya Sangraha, 109

Nirvana, 11, 14, 34, 120

.Nissanka Alagakkonara, 107, 102,
106, 107, 119

Nigsanka Malla, 77, 78, 79, 8o, 84,
83, 88, 90, 92, 93, 118

Nissankésvara, 93

Nuvara-ladda, 47 -

Nuvaravava, 3T

OLDENBERG, 116

PACCHIMADESA, 46

Pacinadésa, 46

Padiyagampola, 5

Padavivava, 127

Painting, 635, 91

Palaolithic Age, 3

Palaesimundu, 41

Palatupana, 69

Pali Canon, 12, 15, 36, 37, 62
87, 8

Pali language, 36, 37, 61, 62, 87, 88,

108, 109, 110, II5

Pali literature, 61, 61, 62, 87, 88,
100, 108, 109, 110

Pallavas, 42, 44, 45, 50, 64, 65

Palmadulla, 76, 81

Palutthagiri: see Palatupana

Panaya Mara, 25

Papaduré, 102

Panama, 97

Pandaviva, 82

Pandukabhaya, 14, 116

Pindya, 9, 20 25, 32, 44, 45, 50,
51, 67-71, 77, 85, 92-95, 97, 101,
112

Pansikulika, 57

Parikrama, 92, 93

Parikrama, 92, 93

Parikramabahu, 103

Parakramabahu I, 66, 72-79, 81-85,
87, 88, 91-93, 101, 117, 118

Parikramabahu 11, 94, 98, 99, 101,
107-110, 119

Parakramabiahu I1I, 97, 100

Parikramabahu IV, 98, 100, 107,
109, 113, 119

Parikramabahu V, 110, 101, 103

Parakramabahu VI, 94, 97, 103,
104, 106-108, 110,

Pardkramabahu VII, 105

Parakramabihu VIII, g3, 105, 118

Parakrama Pandu, 69

Parakrama Pandita, 109

Pavakumba Sivita, 110

Parantaka I, 45, 50, 51

Parantaka II, 51

Pararijasekaran, 105, 110

Pasdun Koéralg, 69, 71, 82

Passara, 76

Pataliputra, 19, 42, 43

Pattini, 21

Pearls, 21, 24, 41

Péradeniya, 105

Periplus, 40

Persia, 6, 9, 19, 43, 56 101, 105

Pihiti Rata 46

Pilaya Mara, 235

Pirit, 35, 57 .

Piyum Mala, 110

Political Ideas, 29, 54, 79,

Polonnaruva, 47, 51, 66, 69, 70
72-75, 81, 88, 90, 91, 93, 94, 97-
101, 107, 108, 110, 112

Portuguese 2, 16, 66, 93, 105, 106,

Potgul Vehera, 91
Potthakuttha, 50
Ptolemy, 41
Pujavaliya, 109
Pulakésin IT, 44, 50
Pulindas, 5
Punishments, 53
Punkhagima, 71
Purana 54
Purohita, 6, 107
Puttalam, 82

QUEEN'’S Palace, 65

RAGHUVANSA, 43, 61, 110
Rahuvansam, 110
Rajadhiraja I, 67

Rajadhiraja 11, 67, 92, 93
Rajagriha (Rajagaha), 12
Rajaputana, 99

INDEX 137

Rajaraja the Great, 45, 47, 51, 52,
66, 68

Rajaraja II, 67, 92

Rajarajapuram, 47

Rajarajésvara, 45

Rajarata, 46, 46, 47, 51, 69, 71,
73-75, 78, 79, 81, 85

Rajasinha 11, 435, 50, 51

Rajéndra I, 52, 60, 67, 8o

Rajéndra 11, 67

Rakshasas, 40

Rakvana, 76

Ramaiifia : see Burma

Ramayana, 40, 43

Rambukkana, 5.

Rams3§varam, 92, 93

Rankot Vehera, 88

Rasavahini, 108, 109

Rashgrakiitas, 45, 51

Ratnapura, 5, 75, 85, 107

Ravana 40

Rayigama, 97, 102, 103, 106

Rice 8, 22, 30, 41, 54, 102, 105, 113

Riguvéda, 6, 9

Ritigala, 22

Ritusanhara, 43

Rock-fortress, 64, 81, 97, 98

Roman, 21, 43, 56 -

Roman Catholic Church, 2

Roman Dutch Law, 2

Roman Empire, 21, 43, 56

Routes from India, 20

Ruhupga, 22, 235, 31, 46, 47, 51, 66,
68-76, 81, 98, 101

Ruvan Mala, 110 )

Ruvanvili-Siya, 25, 39, 117

SABARAGAMUVA, 5

Sabaras, 5

Saddha Tissa, 25, 116, 117, 120

Saddhamma Sangaha, 108

Saddharmalankarava, 109

Saddharma Lankavatara Siitva,
40

Saddharmavatnakaraya, 109

Saddharmavatnavaliya, 109

Sagalika, 33

Salice, 40

Samantakuta Vannana, 108

Samudragupta, 42, 58

Saman, 107, 108

Saman Dévalg, 107

Sangam Literature, 21, 44

Safchi, 19, 39

Sanctuaries, 54

Sandésa, 110

Sangha, 11-13, 16, 33, 35, 36, 39,
57, 58, 84-87, 106, 107

Sanghamitta, 35

Sangha Tissa 11, 49

Sankhatthali, 72

Sanskrit, 5. 6, 21, 37, 40, 42, 43,
59-62, 87, 88 108-110, 118

Santidéva, 59

Sapumal Kumaraya, 103-105

Sarvastivadin, 12

Satavahanas, 17-20

Sasadavata, 88, 110

Sasa Jataka, 88

Sculpture, 15, 19, 40, 43, 45, 64, 65,
90, 91

Sea of Parakrama, 83, 84

Seligmann, 4

Séna I, 50

Séna II, 50

Séna V, 47, 571,

Séna Lanka Adhikara Senevirat,
101, 103, 112

Senapati, 27, 47, 49, 52, 78, 101

Senguttuvan, 21, 26

Serendib, 7

Shakuntala, 43

Siam, 107

Sidat Sangarava, 110

Sigiriya, 47, 49, 57, 63-65

Stkavalanda Vinisa, 62

Silaméghavarnpa, 49; 55

Silakala, 49

Silappadikaram, 26

Sinhala, 5, 7, 40

Sinhaladipa, 7

Sinhalese 4, 7-10, 13-15, 29, 42, 31
52, 68, 80, 91, 102, 113

Sinhalese languagc I,4,7, 1014
37, 74, 87, 102, 113

Sinhalese literature, 37, 62, 87, 88,
100, 101, 108-110

Sinhalesc script, 15, 37

Sinhavishnu, 44

Sinkai Nakarai, 95

Sirinaga, 49

Siri Sangabd, 26, 32, 108

Situlpahuva, 37

Siva, 21, 36, 45, 60, 108

Siva Dévalé No. 1, 112

Siva Dévalé No. 2, go

Siyabaslakara, 62
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Skanda, 21, 36, 107

Skandagupta, 43

Solar Dynasty, 29, 54

South India, 2, 3, 5, 9, 10, 17, 19-
21, 24-26, 41, 44, 45, 49-52, 56,
60, 64-70, 72, 79, 80, 91-95, 99,

, 100, 101, 107, 118

Sri Mara, 44, 50

Sri Vallabha (Ceylon), 71-74

Sri Vallabha {son of Manabha-
rana), 75, 92

Stone Age, 3, 5

Subha, 24, 25

Sugala, 76

Sundara, 95

Sungas, 17

TABBOVA Viva, 82

Tambalagama, 69

Tambapanni, 7, 40

Tambralinga, 99

Tamil language, 1, 9, 10, 102,‘113

Tamil literature, 110

Tamil Script, 15

Tamils, 10, 25, 26, 50, 60, 70, 98,
100-105

‘Tamradvipa, 40

Taprobane, 41

Taraccha, 5

Telugu, 9

Théravada, 2, 12, 17, 29, 33, 30,
57, 60

Thaparama (Polonnaruva), 88

Thuparama Dagaba, 37, 39

Thiipavansa, 108

Thitpavansaya, 109

Tibbotuvavé Buddharakshita,
115 :

Tika, 87, 115

Tilékasundari, 91

Tipitaka, 14, 36

Tisavava, 30, 55, 82

Tisivava (Ruhuna), 31

Tissamaharama, 37, 39, 69

Toépavava, 54, 84

Totagamuvé Sri Rahula, 110

Totems, 5, 7

Trade, 2, 21, 56, 91, 94, 99, 105,
106

Trincomalee, 60, 95, 97, 105

\

UDAYAT, 55

Udaya III, 51
Uddharadvara : see Udundora
Udundora, 71, 76
Udunuvara, 97, 112
Ujjain, 19, 42
Uparija, 52, 71
Upatissa I, 54
Upatissa 11, 49
ypdsuthaghara, 25, 39
Urubokka, 76
Uttarad@sa, 46
Uttararama, 9o

Uva, 97

VADDAS, 3-5, 8, 15, 117.

Vaitulya, 34

Vikirigala 7o, 71, 81, 98

Valagamba, 235, 33, 37, 116

Valahassa Jataka, 40

Valavé Ganga, 22, 24, 31, 70, 71,
104, 105

Valigama, 59, 76

Vanaratana Médhankara, 109

Vanni, 98, 99, 103

Vardhanas, 43

Vasabha, 25, 31, 40

Vatadage, go

Vatagiri: see Vikirigala

Vatta Gamani Abhaya : see
Valagamba

Vattala, 99, 102, 103

Védéha, 108

Vélaikkara, 731, 76, 80

Vellassa, 97

Vengi, 45, 92

Véragantota, 81

Véra Tissa, 26, 35

Vessagiriya, 37

Vibhishana, 107

Vidigama Maitreya, 110

Vidisa, 17, 19

Vihaves, 13, 14, 15, 27, 37, 39, 49,

53, 58, 84, 88, 107, 112
Vijaya, 1, 5, 14, 77, 116

Vijayabahu I, 66, 69-71, 81, 82, 84,

835, 88, 91, 118, 120
Vijayabahu I1, 77, 92, 118

Vijayabshu II1, 66, 93, 97, 98 108,

119

' Vijayabahu IV, g9, 119

Vijayabahu V, 100

Vijayanagara, 65, 93-95, 102, 103,
104, 112

Vijayaridjapura, 70

Vikramabahu 11, 71-72, 79, 98

Vikramabahu 111, 101

Vikramabahu (Kandy), 104, 105

Vikramabahu (Ruhuna), 68

Vikramaditya VI, 70, 91

Vikrama Pandya (India), 69, 93

Vilagammila 109

Village Government, 8, 28, 53, 54,
66

Vimalakiti, 109

Vira Alakésvera, 103, 106

Virabihu II, 102, 106, 109
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