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The first family get to gather of the Church of the
American Ceylon Mission Colombo Church was held
at Kolonne River Side Garden Hotel on 19th May

T\ 2008 on a grand

scale.

108 Adults and
33 v Sunday
school children
participated
from our church.
They were all
transported by
two buses and
two vans, and
provided with a file, consists of the program sheet,
hymn sheet and blank sheets to take notes.
Everything went on smoothly

Worship and Prayer

Pastor. Prince Gnanarajah of Sri Lanka Family Bible
Church, Colombo led the Worship and prayer. Being
a tri linguist he sang numerous choruses. Our Church
musicians added glamour o these chorus. Both young
and elders applauded in joy. !
Bible Studies

CHURCH OF THE AMERICAN CEYLON MISSION - COLOMBO CHURCH - ANNUAL FAMILY GET TO GETHER

Bible Studies was conducted by Rev.Dr.A. W.Jebanesan
Principal TCL, Pilimatalawa.? The subject for the
Bible Studies also was “Truth Shall makes you free”.
Based on the question Pilate asked Jesus “What is
truth’’? John 18:38

He explained beautifully quoting the historical, social,
political, religious events which are happening now
around us.

When one speak the truth and live accordingly, he
may be subjected to be imprisoned, abducted, kith and
kin broken or murdered. Due to these reasons we are
reluctant to propagate the truth or point out mistakes.
Biblical truth is not only the spiritual word but also a
part of our life. How many of us our living according
to the truth? Biblically we have to lead a truthful life,
and he stressed the need 5 :

for it. That is the life g —% o™ il oA L
which will give you a ‘ t?v iy [att
full satisfaction. ; Jﬁ"‘-,:’*-‘ B
Bath. & o

The swimming pool |f% % % 04

was arranged for all o 1‘\

us to swim and enjoy.

v

THE LETTER FROM REV. DR. S. JEYANESAN
(CHAIRPERSON - CACM)

Dear ColZeagues and Friend,

Greetings in the name of our
precious Lord Jesus Christ

1t is more than 4 months since I
had any contact with you all and
the recent is well known to you.
During my visit abroad to meet our
) mission partners, an arrest warrant

was issued against me by the Jaffna
District Court which was withdrawn on 26.05.2008.

My visits abroad were fruitful. Our partners and friends
. pledged this continued support to the Church.

Despite my prolong absence my colleagues and friends
have put in a concerted effort that ensured the smooth
functioning of the Church. I thank *hem all for their
dedication, solidarity and courage during times of
Crises.

At the same time I was deeply grieved to hear of the
mental agony, anguish and indignity suffered by some
of are senior colleagues and members. These morally
offensive acts are the work of perverse characters bent
on achieving their goal by hook or by crook.

1t is very unfortunate that these undesirable elements
call themselves Christians. The dog barks but the
caravan moves on.

REMEMBERING MR.ILPTHURAIRATNAM

The Union College Old Students’ Association Colombo
Branch} had their AGM cum Dinner on the 27th
April, 2008 at Hotel Sapphire, Wellawatte.
Coincidentally it was also the Death Anniversary of
the late Mr.I.P. Thurairatnam the first Principal of
Union College, Tellippalai. His yeoman services to the
School, our Church and to Tellipallai at large, were
remembered along with the services rendered by the early
American Missionaries of the caliber of Messrs- Ward,
Smith and Dickson.

Sathiyapuram Vocational Training Centre.

The Certificate Awarding ceremony and the Exhibition
of the Sathiyapuram VTC tookplace on Wednesday
the 2 of April, 2008 in the Sathiyapuram St.Paul’s
Church at 9.00AM. Rev.A.Jeyakumaran the Regional
Chairman of the Church of the American Ceylon
Mission was the chrif guest while Rev.Rajan Rohan
of Kudathanai CACM church, Rev.A.K. Surendran
of Alaveddy CACM Church, Mr. S. Sureshkumar the
Social Service Officer of the Uduvil AGA Division
and Mr. Somaskanthan the GS of Sathiyapuram were
the guest of honours. Rev.John S. Lingeswaran of
Sathiayapuram St.Pauls Church presided the
function. 23 young ladies who success fully completed
the seven months course in sewing, dress making and
home economics received certificates. My. T. Jutharajah
proposed the vote of thanks. This VTC is supported
by the Sri Lankan Christian Fellowship of Australia

Y obe does not delight in evil
but rejoices with the truth ; corm: 13:6)

Let us now put the past behind us, forget all bitter
experiences and go forward in building the Kingdom
of God. During the past few weeks in prayers and
contemplation realized the urgent need of spiritual
revival of the Church and evangelism. Our Church
was founded for this purpose by the pioneer missionaries
who came from America. Let this be our vision. We
should also explore the possibilities of the wealthy
helping the poor of our Church.

This time is a real spiritual experience and renewal
time for me. I thank all those who uphold us in your
prayers and stood by us and helped us in various ways
during the time of our Crises.

May God bless you all

01. Following Greetings were brought by:
1. Rev. Fr.Joseph, Vicar General - from the Roman
Catholic Church.
2. Rev. Teranc -from the Methodist Church.
3. Mprs. Vasanthy Rajaratnam -from Ceylon Bible
Society
4. Followimg Greetings wererecetved by mail:
From The Rt. Rev. Dulip de Chickera, Anglican
Bishop of Colombo,
From The, Rt. Rev. Rayapu Joseph, Roman
Catholic Bishop of Mannar
From Assembly of God Church
Rev. John Thomas, Wider Church Ministries
Rev. Cally Rogers- Witte, Wider Church Ministries
Rev. James Vijeyakumar, Asia Secretary, Wider
Church Ministries.
Dr. Johnson Ambalavanar.
Ms. Grace Bunker - Missionary.
02. Condolences
Condolence messages were proposed for the life of
Mr.A.V.Ponnu of Kudathanai by
Rev.P.R.Navendra anugoolan and for
Mpr.A.Jeyaweerasingam of Araly.
03. The election of new office bearers for the year 2008
The following were elected unanimously:

Chairperson: Rev. Dr. §. Jeyanesan

Vice Chairperson: Myrs. Vasanthy Rajaratnam
Secretary: Rev. Milton Solomon
Treasurer: Mr. A. Jeyarajan

04. The election of other members of the Executive
Committee for the year 2008:
The following were elected to represent their region.
Jaffna: Clergy: Rev.A. Jeyakumaran
Lay:  Mr. T Sathianathan
Women: Mps. Jeevanthini Amalathas
Youth: Mr. T. Yutharaj
Vanni :Clergy:  Rev. Navendranoogulan
Lay:  Mr. Paul Nesarajah
Women: Mps. Chandrasekaram
Youth: Mr. Thavagnarajah Mann.
Colombo & Hill Country : Clergy:
Upcountry Priest
Lay:  Nr G. D. Newton
Youth: Ms. Sohbana Sathianathan
Women. Mprs. Thevathasan
East: Clergy:  Rev. Earl Solomon
Lay:  Mr. C. Arumainayagam

First General Assembly of the CAC M:

Children and elders enjoyed themselves to the utmost
using the pool for almost one and a half an hour.
Quiz Competition and Games :

After the lunch there was a quiz competition among
the groups which was already named as Matthew,
Mark, Luke, and John. Our members’ knowledge was
tested in the following areas such as - Bible, Church,
Sports, Politics, and Cinema. Not only testing the
knowledge but also they were able to gather new
information by this competition.

Spectators enjoyed this event more than the participants.
This was conducted by Rev.Enoch Punitharajah
Mers. Shreen Milton and Rev.M. Luke.? Rev.M. Luke
was the quiz master and composed the event nicely.
Different other games followed this event. All the games
were arranged irvespective of ages for all to participate.
Women’s guild and Youths organized the games.
Then the dance competition started. All were stunned
to see the ladies dancing.

Beautifully on the stage Mrs A. Worthington received
the best dancer price.

Sunday School

Rev M. Luke conducted the games for Sunday school
children. After this there was an art competition and
the prize was given to the winner.

Final Event

" Pastor Prince Gnanarajah sang some chorus once

again. Finally some of our members delivered the feed
back of this get together. All those who delivered the
feed back said that this type of get together should be
arranged at least for two days in future.

This get to gather was concluded with Mr.P.N
Jeyaseelans Vote of thanks and Rev. E. Punitharajh’s
Blessing and benediction.

Mr. Roy. W. Wijayaratnam, Mr.G. A Suganthan, Mr.P,
N Jeyaseelan, Mr.M.R Shanthacumar, Mr.T
Sathiyanathan, and Mr.S W Sinthujan Edward well
planned and organized this get together within a short
period of time and made this event a success.
Special appreciation has given to Roy
W. Wijeyaratnam for arranging the hotel, meal, and
transport at an affordable price.

(Continue..)

Women: Mrs. Sutharshini
Youth: M. S. Srikanth
Rev. T. Thevanesan was elected by the assembly to
serve in the executive committee.

05. The following resolutions were unanimously accepted
by the assembly

1. Resolution on the current political situation in the
country and to request the parties concern to work
for the Just Peace in the country.

2. Torequestthe UCC/ WCM to recognize and accept
CACM as their partners in mission.

3. Nominatethe CACM office bearers The chairman,
The secretary and the Treasurer as the body corporate
of ACM

4. Toauthorize the chairperson and chairperson only

as the representative to be contacted for any dialog

by other churches.

5. To appoint a committee for Constitution and by-
laws ;

6.  Toappoint a committee to look after the concerns
of the Pastors

7. Torequest the executive committee and the general
assembly to grant time limit till the next assembly,
to fully adopt the new constitution.

07. Regional reports: Vanni report was read by Vanni
Regional Minister, Rev. P R. Navendranugoolan.
Vanni Pastors and delegates briefed the assembly
of the difficulties that they faced as the CACM
church. .

The report on the mission work carried out in the
hill country region was read by its regional minister
Rev. Milton Solomon.
The chairperson then explained the needs in the
up-country. The Assembly unanimously resolved
to purchase a land at Udapussalawa and requested
the Chairman to proceed with the mission work of
the CACM.
The Eastern region was read by the regional
Minister E. P Solomons
Jafna regional report was read by the regional
. munister Rev. A. Jeyakumaran. Delegates of the
Uduvil, Tellipallai, Inuvil,and Chavakachcheri,
spoke about the difficulties that they are facing in
conducting worship services. !

Seminary Report: The Christian Theological Seminary

of Sri Lanka Report was submitted by Rev. T.
Thevanesan.
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THANKSGIVING SERVICE
REV. D. R. AMBAIL AVANER

A very meaningful and beautiful
Thanksgzvmg service for the life and Ministry of the
late Rev.Daniel Rajaratnam Ambalavaner was held
on Saturday the 29" of March at 3.30.PM in the
Manipay CACM Church.

The service was conducted by Rev.V.Rajkumar- the
parish priest of the Manipay CACM church assisted

by the Revds. Enock Pumthara]ah and ¥ o g
Sooriyakumar. Miss.Jessica Muththaiah and
Rev.D.S. Ambalavanar read the Scripture lessons.
Rev.Solomon Milton the secretary of the CACM
preached the Sermon. Mrs. Shiranee Mills rendered a
special anthem. The Jaffna Regional Chairman of
the CACM Rev. A. Jeyakumaran pronounced the
Benediction.

The Service was well attended by the head of
Churches and institutions, members representing other

denominations, different social clubs and parishes.
Rev. D. R. Ambalavaner joined the ministry in 1950
and served in several parishes of Jaffna Diocese of the
Church of South India. Being a scholar in Tamil and
in Theology, he wrote several books and served as editor
of CLS publications of Thamil Theological Book
Club of Tamilnadu. He was instrumental in
Moulding and shaping of the Christian Theological
Seminary, Chunnakam. After his retirement, he spent
all his time in the development of the Seminary. He
always stood for justice; when the justice denied he is
one of the key persons who encouraged the forming
of the Church of the American Ceylon Mzsszon

The following have paid tributes:

Rev. Fr. Jeyaseelan— Representing the Catholic Church
Rev. S.PNesakumar - Anglican Church

Rev. Miss.J Ratnasingam —Methodist Church

Hon. Ms.Joy Mahadeva - District Judge, Kayts

Mr. A.M.Arunasalam - Chairman. Manipay Parish
Welfare Association

Mz N.A.Vimalendrtan - Principal, Jaffna College

Rev. FrReginold - Catholic Seminary, Colombogam
Mr. G.Rajanayagam —Lay Representation

Rev. G.D Mynaseelan - Alumnus- Christian Theological

Seminary . :
10. Rev. VN.Tharmakulasingam—CACM Clergy Fellowship
11. Rev.T.Thevanesan - Council- Christian Theological

s 0 PO

12. Mr. S.Chandrasegaram —Family Relative of DRA

Ministry of Abundant Grace

Discipleship depends on Grace and the Grace alone.
Both the Old and the New Testaments are revelations
of this marvelous Grace of God. That is why Paul
the Apostle expresses that “we have received Grace
upon Grace”, It mears that nothing is available
without Grace. In other words Grace is the
source of everything. When John was

birth of Christ our Lord, he says, ‘And the

full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). The core
of the Pauline Theology is “Grace”.

Call to Suffer — (not for ruling but for suffering and
labouring).

Calling is not to promote us but to promote others,

not to do good to us but to others. Jesus our Lord told
that “whosoever lzkes to foZZow me has to take up his
cross and follow me”. There is tribulation in this world.

The History of the Church revealed that the Church
is built on Martyrs and Cross Bearers. These are the
lessons we are learning throughout the History of the
Church. The task of our Church is not that easy,

ministry without pain and sufferings is not the ministry-
of Christ. We have to undergo suffering for the sake
of Christ and the growth of the Church. When we
rejoice in the midst of suffering and tribulation, we
will experience thejoy. This is known as joy in Christ.

Jesus says in Matt 11: 29-30 “My yoke is easy and my
burden is light”. Our calling is to carry the burden
though it is hard to bear. However, we will have comfort
and love by carrying the heavy burden. There will be
a sense of satisfaction. It is always wonderful to know
that our Lord will never leave us nor forsaken us. He
is always with us and He will help us to carry our
burdens. This is the marvelous good news of
Christianity. This is also the good news of great
comfort. Our Lord Hzmself shouldered burdens on
behalf of us.

The Church which does not go through trials and
tribulations neither grows nor witnessing to Christ.
God has called us to go through tribulation and trials.
Jesus our Lord has told to his disciples

“As the Father has sent me so I send you”, through
shame, tribulations, trials, suffering, cruelty, wounds,
despair and desolations, insecurity and uncertainty and
many more evils ahead of us. The challenge is whether
are we ready to face them?

Mission to the world |

Jesus our Lord has given us a mandate of going into
the whole world to preach the Gospel and make disciples
of all nations. Though we are in this world, we don’t

Not for
ruling

but for
suffering

and ,,
Word was made Flesh, and dwelt among us, ' labouring I the work of the Lord. Our God is not the God

belong to this world and our Lord has requested us to
do this ministry at large in this world.

Today our land is going through a difficult time in
history — we are going through a time of uncertainty,
political instability, situation of devastation and
desolation which never been in the history of
our nation. Sufferings, deaths, tribulations,

the priority. It is in these types of situations we

who lives in the space or in the wilderness nor
within four walls. He is not a Dictator. Our God
always involves Himself in the lives of His own people.
He is always willing to place Himself in the lives and
suffering of the people. This is the most exciting
message that we have received from every book of the
Holy Bible. God is with us and He dwells among His
people.

When violence breaks out and goes beyond control,

all aspects of the human values and traditions gets
affected. Not only the people will be spiritually,

religiously, socially, politically & economically affected,

but their human rights too get violated. The ethnic
group or a society which has come under the clutches
of violence will lose all its hopes for the future. They
will feel that they have no one to help and they are
neglected. The only resource to restore their hope is to
bring them to realize the source of the power of
spirituality. The great need of our society today is
spirituality. Therefore to successfully overcome violence,

we have to properly use the spiritual power, not only
that we have to see that the glorious sound of
spirituality has to be heard in our homes, Churches,

Temples and Societies, but also in turn we can eradicate
the suffering of humanity.

The God in whom we trust, is with us in all our
struggles against injustice and the fight for rights &
justice. He also joins us and suffer along with us and
participate with us and dwell amongst us. 2 Samuel
7: 6 says, He lives in the midst of His people and
participates in their strife, struggle and suffering.

God brings deliverance and sets us free

In the history of the people of Israel when they were -

in bondage and slavery in Egypt, He set them free.
The center of the message in the Old is Deliverance.
The belief of the entire Israelites was that the God
would deliver and set them free. This is the basic faith
of the Christians too. The initial freedom received by
the people of Israel was the political freedom. QOur
God revealed Himself that He is the one who delivered
them from the country of slavery called Egypt and
brought them to Canaan and He was their God.

trials, hopelessness and many more have taken

are called by Christ and the Word of God todo |

The declaration of Nazareth Manifesto too has
something to do with poverty, needs, slavery and
deliverance. The Pharisees and the people lived during
the time of Jesus called Him, ‘A Friend of Sinners
and Tax Collectors”. The people who crucified Jesus,
condemned and crucified Him as a political victim.
But in the time of Jesus our Lord, it was pronounced
that the Lord Himself has given the prominence to
sinners, poverty, slavery, sufferings and people who
are deprived of their rights. These people will be
honoured by the Lord Jesus as the righteous people.
This was the proclamation of the declaration of
Nazareth Manifesto. Even though the Nazareth
Manifesto was just a start and proclamation of His
Mission, it is also the message that Jesus expressed about
His mission and vision . This challenge is in front

(T . Yof us. We need to rededicate
“Arise i

ourselves to rebuild re-evangelize the

and eat | Church and build our society and
because the | culture by proclaiming God’s love
journey is |and deliverance.
too great | Finally let me conclude this Charge
for you.” |by quoting the statement of great

black freedom fighter of America Dr.
Martin Luther King. That is, “Here is an opportunity
before us to come out in full force from the dark valley
of ethnic slavery and walk in the glorious sunlight, in
the path of ethnic equality and this is the appropriate
time to redeem and restore the affected lot from ethnic
injustice. Let us all join together to build up the
country on a solid foundation of great brotherhood.
This is the time for all the children of God to receive
justice in life. If we are not going to be engaged and
involved in bringing awareness among people there is
no doubt that we are all heading towards great
destruction and disaster.”

Therefore, the same calling which was given to Elijah
is given to us too today and now, “Arise and eat
because the journey is too great for you.” This is
indeed an awakening Call. Amen

Neelavanai Vocational Training Centre.

Church of the American Ceylon Mission with a
financial assistance of Ceylon Christian Care had their
annual empowering micro credit beneficiaries of
Vocational Trainees.In order to mark the Ceremony
they generously distributed 25 Sewing Machines to the
under privilege Girls to start a micro enterprises had
their own places.

Rev. Dr. S.Jeyanesan (Chairperson of Church of the
American Ceylon Mission) was the chief guest of the
Ceremony and gave away all the Sewing machine to
the beneficiaries. Revds.Earl P. Solomons, D. S.
Mathiyaparanam. Bro. Daniel Mohan also
participated in the Ceremony. Rev. A. Sounthararaj
(Parish Priest and the manager of the project)
organized the Ceremony and made the all arrangements
to make this Ceremony a successful ore.
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TELFER MOOK HAS PASSED AWAY
R |

Telfer Mookwas one of the dynamic missionaries
who toiled hard for the welfare of the Jaffna
Community and particularly for the Jaffna
College,? His leadership as an executive member of
the Jaffna College Trustee, shaped the present spheres
of the Jaffna College.

With the demise of Telfer from the earthly scene on
Friday the 23rd of May, 2008, there also passes
away an eloguent and dynamic era in the Christian
missionary enterprise in the international scene.
Telfer has been on the scene for exactly five decades
(1958 to 2008).He assumed duties as the executive
secretary for South Asia of the American Board of
Commissioners for Foreign Missions (ABCFM) in
1958, Telfer was nurtured in the best of academia,
Cambridge in England and Yale in USA. He was
humble, genial and warm in his personal
relationships but firm on issues .finances and
principles.

When the Jaffna College was taken over by the
Government in 1974, He worked hard and took
the matter to the prime minister of Sri Lanka. Due
to his effort, the Jaffna College was restored to its
rightful place.

There is much that can be written on Telfer Mook.
He was such a loveable, gifted and dedicated
American missionary and executive. His memory,
life and work will be cherished by many all over
the world. May Telfer Mook find his eternal rest in
the presence of his Lord and Master whom he served
with great devotion till the very end?

We the members of the Church of the American

Ceylon Mission express our heartfelt condolences
to the dear ones of Rev.Dr.Telfer Mook.
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