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\;_3“ ol \dﬁi%y words as well,
in morning, evening and at all times,

He permeates, the Unique One.
He of the Land of Rudra,

the Husband of the handsome Hill-maid.
King of the Heavenly Ones

and the rakshasas, of all, is He,
and where he abides is Aaroor!

O Devotees! Ask Him
if He would take even me as His slave.
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INDIA'S NUCLEAR TESTS - ECHOES FROM THE PAST?

"If the splendour of a thousand Suns was to blaze all at once in
the sky, that would be like the splendour of the Almighty One,"
described Sanjaya to the blind king Dritarashtra, the father of Prince
Duryodhana. In the couse of Sanjaya's commentary of the Kurukshetra
war that was being fought in the battle field, he described Lord Sri
Krishna, in His Universal Form dazzling in His own brilliance and
glory. Just as a painter at his easel expresses his artistic ideas beginning
by outlining his theme roughly on the canvas, Sanjaya first gave a 5
sketch of the Universal Form of the Almighty and then described Him %
as being luminous as that of thousand Suns.

When the Kurukshetra war was declared, Arjuna's conviction was
that the Kauravas who dared to oppose the Pandavas, were in reality
opposing Dharma itself. And Dharma had to be safe-guarded at any
cost. But the story changed when this valient soldier saw his near and
dear ones poised for battle on the enemy side. He became confused
as to whether he should fight this war and kill his own relatives or
he should run away! The duty of Arjuna as a kshatriya prince was
to conquer his enemies and protect Dharma. ''Do your duty to the
best of your ability without thinking of the results,'”" was the Gita
message. And at the end when Arjuna realised his duty to safe-guard
Dharma, he fought valiently, won the war and safe-guarded Dharma.

It was in the course of the Gita Upadhesha and the dialogue between
the Lord and Arjuna, the latter wanted to see the Lord's Vishvarupa
which was given to him and Sanjaya described the glorious luminous
Form to his blind master.

At the time of the first nuclear explosion in July 1945, it was
natural that the Scientist Dr Oppenheimer recited this particular sloka
when he saw the explosion which was like 'the luminous radiance of

a thousand Suns." A number of western scientist are well versed in
the Hindu shastras, particularly the Sanskrti texts.

We now speak of nuclear missiles which are to the Hindu mind
analogous to the Astras of the Puranic and Ithihasa ages. The mythologi-
cal symbolism of the nuclear missiles is the astra, Astras are powerful
arrows which are aimed and discharged on the recitation of special
% mantrams. These as a result are capable of great distruction, travel
any distance to zoom in on targets. As the Agni astra goes, it encounters
% from the opposite side the Varuna astra to nullify it. This means that
each astra is capable of carrying an agni 'war' head, a water 'war'
head, etc etc. And now we hear of missiles carrying nuclear 'war' heads!
Are these echoes from the past?

Today India has resumed nuclear testing for military purposes
after a lapse of twenty four years. Her action is purely to safe-gurad
herself - a national security consideration, for she has her own fears.
She feels that the security environment in her neighbourhood is
u
a
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nsatisfactory and potentially dangerous due to a nuclear environment
nd has resumed testing of nuclear weapons as a precautionary measure.

The five nuclear tests which she had successfully carried out not
only showed her scientific and technological capability, but also re-ope-
ned the question of global nuclear disarmament leading to total
elimination of nuclear weapons. The various Nuclear Test Ban Treaties
have not succeeded in preventing the spread of nuclear weapons or %
in reducing nuclear arsenals of the priviledged Big Five all because
national security considerations play a major role in this regard and
in determining the nature and scope of defence preparedness of a state.
In the ancient days, the Code of Conduct on the battle field was strictly
adhered to and the battle field itself was confined to a particular area
only. Today, the story is different with the whole world possibly
becoming the theatre of war!

Who is to decide on the question of national security? It has to
be the state concerned which will be the best judge. India feels threatened
by two countires on her borders, who had fought wars with her. One
should therefore understand her desire to possess nuclear weapons,
which would act as a deterrent to any aggressor.

While expressing deep concern at the missile and nuclear tests
in various parts of the world, we want the entire international
community with no exception to continue its efforts to achieve global
nuclear disarmament leading to the total elimination of nuclear weapons
which would usher in peace and international security. .

The United Nations Secretary General had said that India's defiant
steps must be a catalyst for world powers to deal more aggressively
with the problems of nuclear disarmament. The Permanent members
Security Council have an opportunity to review the whole question
of nuclear disarmament and bring about a gradual and verifiable
elimination of nuclear weapons within an agreed time frame. If this
is done the Indian tests are a welcome development. It would indeed 4
become a blessing in disguise.
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Associate ever with God's noble servants - * Siva Siva
Cherish the mantra that Chellappan gave.
Think well and then only undertake action - Siva Siva
Lovingly care for all men in the world.
No matter what others may say - Siva Siva
Argument is evil when arrogance springs.
Though the whole world may hate and eppose you - Siva Siva
It is great to be free of the least agitation.
The saying of great men that Jiva is Siva - Siva Siva
Gladly accept and regard as true knowledge.
Is there anything that is destroyed or created - Siva Siva
Who the five senses have conquered will realise this.
Without spoiling your work in the world - Siva Siva
Take care to be always kind and indulgent.
Our Atma is of all precious things the most precious - Siva Siva
It is noble to live in the light of this knowledge.
It is proper for us on this earth to live gladly - Siva Siva
Without ever saying - 'It's yonder"'.
Our Guru has given the excellent statement - Siva Siva

""Wherever you are there will I also be."'
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ART AND RELIGION

K.Thiagarajan

(Hindu Art is deeply inspired by philosophy and religious teachings.
A true artist creates a 'Beauty’ which is 'a joy for ever.' It is concerned
with the realisation of the Infinite through the finite and the artist
reaches that Infinite through his compositions. Hindu Art could be
understood and appreciated only. as the expression of the religious
faith. Art and religion are closely related. Art is a sharing of experience
and religion is an awakening of experience.

The key stones of art are the creative forms of poetry, sculpture,
architecture, music, dance and painting. Poetry, music and the visual
arts are inter-connected and have a common root; while architecture
is the ensemble of the rest.

Hindu Art is a product of the soil and it grew assimilating the new
trends that touched it but not losing its basic indigenous nature. This
gave it a new form and colour and made it very special.

Historians consider the Indus Valley civilisation of Mohenjo- Daro
and Harappa as the dawn of the cultural history of the Indians.
Though the finesse of the different pieces of art of Mohenjo-Daro
may not be as refined as those of the later periods, yet these pieces
could well be the leaps into the future, for example the beginnings
of Buddhist Art.

The Culture is essentially Dravidian and the fragments that have been
unearthed indicate that the religion of the Indus people could be
the lineal progenitor of Hinduism. Further more, the painted pottery
of the Indus Valley is analogous to the pre-historic pottery of Baluchistan.
The Indus Valley could be said to have bequeathed to Hindu Art
a blend of abstraction and naturalism and a dynamic quality that
could be traced across many centuries.

Art during the Vedic period was an-iconic. Man was more immersed
in philosophy where he identified the Soul of man with the Supreme
Soul and from this emerged the various religious systems of India.
Vedic Culture though essentially Aryan, was greatly influenced by the
Dravidian Indus Valley Culture. Symbolism in Hindu art developed
and it could be said that Hindu Art and Culture are a combination
of the Dravidian and Aryan genius.

Inheriting the concept of the Lingam from the Indus Valley people,
the Vedic Aryans used the Lingam as the symbol of worship. The
plain Lingam evolved through the centuries into the Ekamukha,
Chaturmukha, Panchamukha Lingam, thereby fulfilling the natural
urge of man to have a more tangible form for worship.

The Vedic Rishis were not able to portray in a tangible picture-form
their experience of Brahman, the undying Reality. But the urge in
man gradually evolved into the creation of the image and the sculptor
interpreted his experience of Brahman in ingenious ways - Editor)

To Plato and Aristotle the word art connoted human skills
and all things produced by skilful workmanship. It was in the
same sense that Rousseau spoke about metallurgy and
agriculture as the two arts which brought about the advance
from primitive to civilised life. Ruskin also was surcharged with
a conviction of the Infinite and the Eternal; art to him was
most valuable when through natural objects it had suggestions
of them, open or subtle. Plato wanted all art to have a keen
consiousness of the archetypal world he posited above the
flux of phenomena. "Art is the essence of that which is human:
it is the embodiment of the human experience and goals,"
says Hayman. It is said that art exists for psycho-physiologic
reasons. In fact, the art of every age and culture records and
reflects the beliefs and fears, the joys and sufferings, the life
and death of its human beings. At every age, art reacts to
the beliefs and mentality of the people as well as to the taste
of the period. How else can we explain the striking similarity
of works of art belonging to distinct periods of history.

Art is a means of spiritual growth, a path for the realisation
of the Ultimate Reality. In ancient India it was always associated
with religion. It is said that art, turned inwards was religion
and religion turned outwards was art. All great artistic expression
is triggered off by a flash of intuition - a sudden apprehension
of some profound truth of existence. Shaping life in the image
of God within us and to find a strong and secure basis of
living with the higher truths of the Spirit, have been the primary
preoccupation of Indian artists. It is precisely this ingrained

latent spirituality which constitutes the digji@ﬁﬁiygdvg aeblaeam F
art and explains the secret of her amaging|nefsistence ;and

nanaghgdEived to be worthy of the spiritual exercise of man.....

"perpetual force of survival and revival."

Indian art covers a vast panorama and stretches back
into a long period of time and covers a whole vast subcontinent.
The sculptures of Sarnath or the paintings of Ajanta could
not have been possible without a highly rich and urban civilisation
fed by a flourishing trade and commerce or such rich stories
of myths, legends, symbols, manners, customs etc, would not
have been possible at all without a rich intercourse and synthesis
of races, peoples and cultures, each contributing its share of
the respective patterns of socio-economic life of faiths and
practices and of thought and imaginations.

It is true that when we talk of an art monument we generally
understand by it some painting or sculpture or architecture,
but this is an undue restriction in the meaning of the word.
Wherever beauty is produced, whether in sound or in sight,
there art is present. The fine arts, therefore, include music
and poetry, playful activity, dance, painting, sculpture and
architecture. In some of these, utilitarion motives may be present;
a piece of architecture may be not only beautiful but also
useful as, for instance, when it is used for residential purposes.
Similarly, music and poetry may be composed to excite martial
spirit. But it is only when art gets freed from all interests that
it becomes pure and expressive of beauty alone.

Religious art owes its origin to certain acts and attitudes
that man adopts as being indispensable in keeping the unseen
powers in good humour. As is natural, in primitive religion,
art will be magical in character, when not merely imitative.
Symbols would sometimes replace actual figures; the symbol
of the fish in the catacombs of Rome and -of the Cross in
later times falls within religious art in Christianity. But symbols
with magical significance are to be found only in primitive art.
Religious symbolism is a vast subject by itself and cannot
be treated here. The Shiva Lingam is a symbol that is a
well-known religious object of many lands in ancient and modern
times. Flower or grain as a symbol of resurrection is also
freely used in religious art. Natural objects that bore striking
resemblance to the religious idea sought to be expressed often
figured in art in ancient cults.

Religion has prompted not only static art but it has also
evoked movement in body. A man seized with religious frenzy
often started religious dances in primitive societies. Dance as
a religious art has declined in modern times. The religious
dances of primitive men, when they invoke or placate their
benign spirits or propitiate the unfriendly ones, have often been
described in anthropological literature. Dance is indeed expre-
ssion through the body; it is the physical body that has to
work, that has to manifest the art. Similarly, music has been
associated with religion from very early times and in fact some
of the Hindu gods themselves carry musical instruments, for'
example Siva his trumpet, Saraswati her Vina, Krishna his
flute etc. Supplication and gratitude have alternated with each
in marshalling thoughts into the moulds of poetry or beautiful
prose and thus sacred literature has grown up in many lands.
These literatures are almost invariably the oldest books of any
community; sacred association has not only given them birth
but also ensured their preservation through the ages.

Religion has not only prompted music, dance and poetry
but it has been responsible also for a whole group of artistic
representations connected with images of divine powers.
Holiness has been invariably associated with some kind of
purity and orderliness and has therefore been a congenial
medium for the development of art. It is obvious that art which
has a sensuous appeal would flourish best where divine figures
are conceived. A formelss God cannot be artistically represented
and it is because of this that Judaism and Islam have not
been noted for their artistic representation of human or animal
figures. In Christian countries religious houses were built for
eternity and have therefore remained abiding wonders of artistic
impulse and religious enthusiasm. If religious zeal has created
art, art has in its turn served to kindle religious feelings in admiring

SidrfeS\BF the faith. All places of worship have been nobly
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UNITY IN DIVERSITY

Dr MOHAN LAL SETHI

The Vedantists have been the chief upholders of the doctrine
of unity in diversity. This doctrine as preached by the Vedantists

comprehends the whole of the universe, animate and inanimate.

The Vedantists saw the same thread of life running through
all animals and plants. The unity they contemplate is an
all-inclusive unity. In all probability they made this discovery
in the state of samadhi or superconscious state. Because samadhi
is the very acme of spiritual life, it is attained by the very
select in any generation of humans. In the modern materialistic
age a very small percentage of people are drawn towards
the spiritual or religious life. Out of these, a still smaller
percentage have the leisure and inclination and are lucky to
get the requisite guidance that paves the way to that perfection
in spiritual life which goes under the name of samadhi. Such
perfected souls being in an ultra-microscopic minority and by
temperament and training not being given to self-advertisement,
the craze and bane of modern life, what they discover and
experience remains ordinarily sealed in themselves. It is
extremely rare for such a soul to speak out. He is very unwilling
to relate his experiences unless approached in the proper way
by genuine seekers of spirituality. During the long history of
mankind, in all ages and in all climes, whenever such souls
have thrown off the normal reserve, they have proclaimed with
one voice and almost in identical terms the doctrine of unity
in diversity. Their voice has seldom been heeded. They have
often been scofferi-at and generally they have been ignored
contemptuously. In this article we will adduce such proof as
modern biology provides for the doctrine of unity in diversity.

When we look round at animate objects - for biology is
the science of living organisms, animals and plants - there
appears an endless variety of form and structure. There is
a veritable chaos at first sight. The stationary plants appear
to be extremely different from the normally mobile animals.
Within the plant kingdom there is such a confusing variety
of form and structure that the uninitiated, recoil hurriedly from
the confusion that surrounds them on all sides. It is the botanist's
job to study, classify and reduce to order this chaos that bewilders
the layman. In the animal kingdom there is a similar chaos
which the zoologists reduce to order by the patient study.
Botanists and zoologists dissect and destroy. After dissecting
and destroying animals and plants, they try to reconstruct,
co-relate and understand their make-up and inter-relationships.
Originally botanists and zoologists used to work with their hands
and unaided eyes. Later on instruments, the chief of which
are the microscope and the microtome, were invented and
perfected. Special methods were devised for cutting slices of
plants and animals, staining them and studying them. Microco-
pists, working with such instruments and employing special
methods, have discovered the ultimate units of which the animals
and plants are made. It is one of the marvels uncovered by
the microscopists that all the animals and plants, howsoever
diverse they seem to be, are built up of units called cells.
Cells are the living units of structure and function in all living
things. Just as in a building the ultimate units are bricks or
brick-like stones, similarly cells are the ultimate units that go
to make up the bodies of animals and plants. ‘

The word, ‘cell' connotes a six-sided compartment in a
honeycomb of bees. Slices of plants and animals when first
examined under the microscope looked like a honeycomb.
Because of this apparent similarity between the microscopic
make-up of a plant and a honeycomb, the term cell was proposed
for the units which go to make up plants. When slices of
small animals or slices of parts of large animals were examined
they too were found to consist of similar units, the cells. %s

it not a great wonder that all animals and [lg%%lgazh zgn?%f%iﬁ)
e ; Ils,

in their appearance and mode of life, are made up o

vanarttR'ong

and that the fundamental structure of the cell is almost identical
in all animals and plants? .
The cell is generally a six-sided mass of living matter

~called protoplasm. In the centre of the cell is a more highly

organised living structure called the nucleus. The nucleus directs
and controls the activities of the cell. This nucleus is the bearer
of hereditary factors. Besides the nucleus, the cell contains
other structures known as the centrosome, the centrosphere,

mitochondria, galgi bodies, plastids, chloroplasts, vacuolas etc.

Animals and plants inhabiting the globe fall into two major
groups each, viz. unicellular animals and plants and multicellular
animals and plants. Obviously in the first group the body of
the organism consists of a single cell. This single-celled organism
- it may be an animal or plant - carries aon all the functions
of life, example feeding, digestion, respiration, excretion and
reproduction. In the multicellular organisms the body consists
of a large number of cells. The number of cells in a single
body may run to millions and trillions.

To begin with, every cell in the body of a multicellular
organism is like the typical cell described above, but later in
life cells undergo many transformations - changes in form and
structure which enable them to carry on different functions.
A community of cells with the same structure and functions
is called a tissue. In the body of a multicellular animal or
plant different communities of cells or tissues are assigned
different functions. Some cells have specialised for digestion,
others for- respiration, others for excretion and still others for
reproduction. It is very signifincant that all these communities
of cells or tissues of which a multicellular animal or plant is
made, work in harmony for the common good of the organism.

There is another wonder, that every multicellular animal
or plant begins its life as a single cell. This single cell is
called the unicellular embryo. It arises by the union of two
cells, a cell contributed by the male parent called the sperm
and a cell contributed by the female parent called the egg.
The single-celled embryo is liberally supplied with food and
nourished very well. By taking in food substances the single-ce-
lled embryo grows and divides into two cells. They grow and
divide into two each again and the process continues till millions
and trillions of cells arise, which go to form the body of the
animal or plant. Going deeper into the structure of the cell,
microcopists have made another still more startling discovery
that cells arise from pre-existing cells and when a cell divides
into two, its nucleus undergoes a complicated series of changes,
the object of which is to divide the matter of which the nucleus
consists, into two halves which are qualitatively and quantitatively
similar. Thus the two new cells which arise from a parent
cell are exactly similar to each other and are like the parent
cell too. In the ultimate analysis, the following points emerge-

- That all animals and plants are made of cells;

- That the fundamental structure of the cell in all animals

and plants is the same; :

- That the most important part of the cell, the nucleus,

when it divides prior to the division of the cell undergoes
a series of complicated changes which result in the
formation of two identical nuclei. This process is
essentially similar in all animals and plants.

Thus when a comprehensive view of living forms is taken,
a thread of unity running through immense diversity, is
discovered. The humblest herb over which man tramples is
made up of cells which have the same basic structure as
the body of the trampler himself. Here is science, following
its method of analysis and dissection, coming to support and
|t_50u? a%r(w)t'%)'what ysages and seers, our Vedantists, taught
centuries ago, that all life is one.
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A LONE TRAVELLER

Prof. D.V. Ramana Rao

The life of an individual is the span between two fixed
events called birth and death. The individual did not exist in
- the present form and shape before birth and will not exist
also in the same form after death. The birth and death are
for the gross body but not for the pulsating life principle which
is eternal. We do not see this life principle but we feel its
presence and its effect. Every effect must have a cause and
so we accept this causative life principle.

An individual does not know anythifig about his birth and
similarly he knows nothing about his death. He sees before
him many individuals coming into existence (being born) and
going out of existence (dying). Hence, as a natural corollary,
he extrapolates to himself and believes firmly that he was
born like anyone else and that he will die one day or other.
Actually death is implicit in birth. Anything born has to die
and there is no exception to this. 'Jadasya hi dhruvo mrtyuh'
says Bhagavad Gita. No one can avoid death. Life of an individual
is limited by two fixed points - birth and death - on either
side. An individual has no knowledge of these two major events
nor can he control them. So, the length of this life span is
not known exactly even through rough calculations can be
made based on, not completely perfect, scientific knowledge.

So then, it is an accepted fact that an individual came
alone into this world of experience and also goes out of it
all alone. He is lone at these two milestones of his life -
birth and death. Nothing else came with him at the time of
birth. All the worldly acquisitions throughout life - like relations,

friends, fame, wealth, articles of enjoyment etc - will not go
with him. o

Even his dearest partner in life - his sahadharmachaarini
- cannot go with him not to speak of other relations like father,
mother, brothers, sisters, sons, daughters etc. He is a lone
traveller at these two important events. This is the real naked
truth which knows no exception.

If so let us have a look at the life itself. An individual
is born at a time and a place and in an environment over
which he has no choice. It is told that rebirth takes place
to exhaust the residual vaasanas or desires in an atmosphere
congenial to their redemption. When all the vaasanas are
exhausted, there is no further rebirth. This brings us to a tricky
question as to how the very first birth took place from the
pure vaasana-free consciousness. For the present, we shall
not dilate on this question and get lost in it. We shall only
consider the repetition of births, and the propelling force, for
this rebirth is the residual vaasanas. This is just like a person
leaving his home and going to a market place with a shopping
list. Unless and until he exhausts all the items of the list,
he cannot go back home. When once he exhausts all the
items, there is no need for him to stay in the market any
longer. The residual vaasanas like the unexhausted shopping
list are the real cause for rebirth. But in the process of exhausting
the existing vaasanas in a particular life, we should not go
on adding fresh vaasanas thereby increasing them instead of
reducing them. It is for this that our spiritual masters gave

a series of practical guidelines to learn the art of living a
life so that there is no fresh accumulation of vaasanas but
a gradual and continuous annihilation of the existing ones.
"Sadhana Panchakam " of Adi Shankara is one such narration
of forty values of life in five stanzas by following which, one
attains self-unfoldment. We are uniquely fortunate in having
many such guidelines given by .a large number of spiritual
masters from time to time.

Let us now consider the second niiléstoredfer IifEOREE Foundation.
death. This is the most dreaded event IR UAYYReX Sirea@V@RANamM.0rg

the thought of it strikes horror and fear in a vast majority
of the individuals. We are ignorant of our birth and we are
afraid of our death. As we came, so we go. Anything which
was not present sometime back, cannot remain sometime later.
It cannot be everlasting and ever present. It cannot be a nitya
satya vastu.lt has to be anity and asaaswata. When Arjuna gets
deluded about this birth and death problem, Lord Krishna had
to give out the highest philosophy of indestructibility of the
soul and destructibility of the body at the very beginning itself
and then give out techniques, paths or practical guidelines
in the subsequent chapters of the Bhagavad Gita. This is a
fundamental problem disturbing the minds of many an ignorant
person from his very creation itself. Unless we are absolutely
clear about what is actually dying, the fear of death lingers.
With this fear always hanging on us like the sword of Damocles
we cannot live a life of joy and perfection. This fear can be
dispelled only by right and correct understanding and by nothing
else. For this also, our scriptures give us a lucid and enlightened
exposition so that we will not think and worry about things
that do not deserve any thinking and worrying. Asochyaananyaso-
chastwam are the words with which the real Updesha of the
Gita begins in sloka 11, chapter 2 and it continues in the
subsequent chapters to give the correct understanding of this
subtle truth.

In between these two milestones of birth and death lies
one life of an individual - the present life which we are living.
Let us not bother about the past lives or future lives about
which we are ignorant in the present life. Past has gone and
future is yet to come. So, we are to learn the art of living
the present life and live it in an intelligent way. Here again,
an individual is a lone traveller. It appears as if he had collected
many companions to lead his life. In due course of time after
birth he recognises his father and mother, gets brothers and
sisters and a host of other relations; but all the same he
is a lone taveller. Still further as he advances in age, his
body-mind-intellect equipment also grows, passes examinations,
wins laurels and recognition, and rises to a height of glory.
He gets married, gets children, builds houses, owns property
but all the same he is alone in his travel during his life's
journey.

But then the trouble arises here - since he is an active
participant in all the above events and acquisitions, he gets
entangled and deeply involved in them. He gets pulled down
at the loss of any one of them ...because he developed an
attachment to them by his association with them. Unless a
person develops attachment to an individual, to a work or
any other thing, it is not possible to get devoted to it. So,
naturally the parting of any of these things will cause sorrow.
Here, the scriptures give us the necessary awakening and
enlightenment. They advocate a kind of detached attachment,
an attachment developed not at the physical (body) or emotional
(mind) level but at a higher intellectual level with proper enquiry
and reasoning.

When once an intelligent enquiry is done, it becomes clear
that these are all the inevitable changes taking place in a
changing objective world. This will catapult you immediately
into the realm of subjective experience where again you are
a lone traveller and your experience is purely subjective to
you only. This is the art of living a life, an art of knowing
thy own self, an art of atmic enquiry, an art of self realisation
or God realisation. Here again one is alone and one's experience
cannot be shared with anyone else and has to be subjectively
realised.

Courtesy - Tapovan Prasad
March 1984.
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LET US STUDY THE BHAGAVAD GEETA -

GEETA FOR CHILDREN

Swami Chinmayananda.

Chapter XI - continued.

Indeed, you are the One Supreme Lord, the Aimighty, worthy
to be known and to be sought. You are the Only Changeless
Substratum of the three worlds. You are the Permanent Guardian
of the Eternal Dharma. You are the Most Ancient Purusha.

Here we see the versatile genius of Vyasa who
introduces at this moment Sanjaya reporting to
Dritarashatra, the blind king. The scene shifts from
the battle field to Hastinapura, where Sanjaya says

""Having thus spoken, O King, the great Lord of Yoga
- Hari showed His Supreme Form as the Lord of the
Universe to Partha.’

This was Sage Vyasa's way of reminding the readers
that the philosophy of the Geeta has an intimate
practical application to life.

Continuing, Sanjaya describes -

""If the splendour of a thousand Suns was to blaze
all at once in the sky, that would be like the splendour
. of the Mighty Being (Great Soul).”! .

Here we see that the. Universal; Lord was: dazzhng i
in His own brilliane and the divine: glory of it was
almost blinding.

It is interesting to note that in very recent times
when the first nuclear explosion took place in Mexico. .
in 1945, the western scientist, Dr Oppenheimer
chanted this very verse seeing theradiance of the .
explosnon J \ :

Beautlfymg the plcture with some more. detalls,"’f
Sanjaya adds o

: "There, in the body of the God of gods, the Pandava
gt _(Son of Pandu) then saw the whole Universe resting
in one, with all its infinite parts.'’

In the Divine Form of the Lord Arjuna perceived
how the entire world of manifold varieties had been
brought together and packed to rest on one and
the same place. This vision of "the many in one,"
is not so much a physical perception as an intellectual
comprehension. It is not that the Universe has shrunk
into the size of Krishna. ‘

And now finally Sanjaya relates carefully the psycholo-
gical and physical reactions of Arjuna -

'""Then, Dhananjaya, filled with wonder, with his hair
standing on end, bowed down his head to the God
and spoke with joined palms.''

The Sun and the Moon are Your Eyes; burning fire Your
Mouth. The whole Universe seems to me to be one mass
of lustre. You have assumed a frightening form, pervading
the entire space that all the three worlds seem to be trembling.

| can see various scenes. In one place, the gods and in
another, the sages and the seers in a group praising You,
with joined palms. | see also the Ahityas, the Rudras, the
Vasus, the Asvins, the Maruts, the Pitrs, the Gandharvas, the
Yakshas, the Asuras, the many others standing stunned, looking
at You in awe and trembling with terror.

Your Infinite Form, beginning and ending no where, embracing
the entire Universe is surely frightening. Be gracious, My Lord.

My Lord, as you promised that you would show me whatever
else | wish to see, | see now the very same battle-field of
Kurukshetra, where the Kauravas with their allies, as also
Bhisma, Drona and Karna rush forward to Your terrific Mouth
and disappear. The great heroes on our side too follow them
into your crushing jaws. This grand moving procession of heroes
on both sides to Your Mouth is exactly like the flow of the
rivers towards the sea. Just as the moths hurriedly rush into
the blazing fire and get destroyed themselves, so too all these
heroes run to Your Mouth for their death. O! My God! You
have swallowed the entire Universe, still you do not seem
to be satiated.

Your fierce rays fill up the entire space. There is nothlng

 but Effulgence everywhere.

| cannot comprehend the meaning of this Magnificent Vision.
Be pleased to tell me who You are, so fierce in form. My
humble homage to You, the Lord Supreme. Tell me Your purpose
in showing me this Fierce Form.

Lord Krishna.."You have seen just now My aspect as Destroyer
of the Universe. You think that you would be bringing destruction
to your enemies, if you take part in the battle. No. You do
not.Even without you, the entire hosts of the wicked, ranged
on the other side will die.

Therefore, my friend, get up and conquer your enemies.
They are already slain by Me. You are a mere instrument.

You can enjoy-the-fame and the uniizlled kingdom ... Even

now, why do you hesitate to discharge your arrows at your
teacher, your grandfather, your kinsment, and your friends?
Are you still afraid that You would be their destroyer? | am
their destroyer and not you. Therefore, be not grieved. Take
courage and fight.

Hearing these encouraging words, Arjuna shed his fear
a little and praised the Lord thus -

Arjuna.. "It is but fitting that the world of the good should
rejoice in singing Your praises and the world of the wicked
run away in panic. There is nothing strange in the good praising
You. Becuase You are Greater than the greatest and the Creator
of even Creator Brahma. You are the Imperishable, the Manifest
and the Unmanifest. You are the Most Ancient; the Sole Supreme
Lord. You are the Knower and the Knowable. You are the
only Abode of the entire Universe. You appear in infinite forms.
You are Vayu, Yama, Agni, Varuna, Moon, Prajapati and all
the gods rolled into One. | am unable to describe You. My
humble prostrations again and again to You.

"Pardon me O Lord for whatever | have said, not knowing
Your Greatness, calling You familiarly and intimately as 'Krishna'
and 'my friend.! | confess | have committed many wrongs,
by teasing You, by making fun of You, while at play or resting,
sitting or at meals. | beg of You humbly to pardon all my
sins.
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