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"Thou of pearl-like teeth; Thou didst rise early

In the past, sweetly speaking with surging love

That, ''He is the Sire and the Blissful One!"’

Come now and unlatch the door!' - 'O Lord's old and loving ones,
What harm if you drove off the meanness of

Neophytes like us?'' - 'Is then thy love a hoax? Don't we

Know thy love for Him? Will not the pure and the good

Sing our Sivan? We deserve all these words, O Embavai!"'
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NATCHINTANAI
I AM HERE; IAM THERE; I AM EVERYWHERE

I am here, I am there, I am everywhere!
And I am the madman who knows it!

I will not differentiate and then bow down and worship
The idea of 'good' and 'bad' I will not recognise.

I will not care to see that my speech is always pleasing;
Nor will I give value to this vain, deceptive life.

I will not prepare pongals or offer flowers in puja
I will not think and grieve over what is past and gone.

I care not for the wealth that belongs to those who perish.
I will not make display of miracles or powers.

I will walk the earth as roams a young lion.
With wicked, wan'on folk I'll not associate.

Wherever I may be, there is my home and dwelling.
I shall not say it's shameful to be receiving alms,

Between Sinhalese and Tamils I make no separation;
Nor do I assume any distinctive mark or sign.

I shall be remaining like a golden image,
And be ever saying, '"Sambo Siva Siva!

ndﬁﬁQﬂer of Nallur where women throng to worship,
]'O&eﬂappuu, my father, I shall ne'er forget.

10.
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SRI SARADAMANI

THE ALL-LOVING MOTHER

Swami Pavitrananda

(Sri Saradamani Devi was born on the 4" of January and in
her the Old Order and the Newer Order met and fused to yield
something transcendental and relevant for all times. Though she
was born into this worldy life, her parents naturally wished to
see the consummation of her girlhood in motherhood in the worldly
sense. But she did not wish to be just the edrthly mother. So
she became the Devi whom Sri Ramakrishna himself worshipped.
The lesson of her life is that the greatest role for a woman whould
be to play the mother, to create that "Home' for everyone where
all could enter without doubt and experience the motherly love
and benediction - Editor)

Sri Saradamani's life was a wonderful mixture of the human
and the Divine. Apart from her spiritual power, the mere human
aspect of her life were enough to make her an exemplary
character in the eyes of the world. She was indeed the final
word in the perfection of Indian womanhood. Her actions always
showed the highest dignity and greatest magnanimity. In
refinement and broadness of outlook she was even in her
ordinary dealings head and shoulders above all others. Her
life was a model for others to follow, and it was difficult to
find the least trace of imperfection in her actions and behaviour.

The Divine Mother Incarnate

But the most dominant trait in her character, overshadowing
every other feature, was her motherly love. She might be anything
else, but everybody found in her a mother - only her love
was stronger than that of one's own mother. Many young men
who had lost their mothers at an early age and did not know
what mother's love was, had their loss more than compensated

when they-came-intouch with her. Many, after finding a mother

in her, did not hanker after anything else in this life or in
the life to come. Her love was enough to give them security
here and salvation hereafter. They did not even care to know
of her spiritual powers.

Her love knew no distinction of caste, creed or geographical
boundaries. People from the East and West, from the South
and the North would come to her to receive her blessings.
She might not even be able to speak their language, but the
unspoken language of her love was more than enough for
them - they would feel blessed.

The Stern Mother

Although many erring persons received a mother's love
from her, her love would not give them the freedom to err.
The slightest error in conduct would receive her notice. She
might not always say it, but if it was needed, the delinquent
was sure to get a reprimand from her. The sannyasin who
developed pride because of his ochre robe or the householder
who showed scant courtesy to a monk because he was much
younger in age would equally get a warning from her about
the danger that lay ahead. If necessary she could be very
stern too.

The Refuge of Erring Mortals

Even persons who had gone astray did not fail to receive
her love and blessings, sometimes even inspite of the silent
protestations of other devotees. Once she bluntly said, "If my
son rolls in the dust, even then he is my child." On another
occasion she said, "I am as much the mother of the good
as of the bad. Once a woman who felt guilty of her immoral
acts, came to see her in Caleutta but dared not enter her
room. The Mother understood the whole thing and led her
to her room and caressed her saying, "What if you have done
anyting wrong? When you are repentant your guilt has been
washed away," and gave her courage. The life of this woman
was transformed after this incident.

The Mother of Mothers

Earlier, Saradamani's mother had felt sad that her danghter
had been given in marriage to one who was half mad, as
it were, and who did not lead a worldly life, so that her Sarada
would not know what it was to be called 'mother' by her children.
At this Sri Ramakrishna said to her: "Dear mother-in-law, you
need not feel sorry. Your daughter will have so many children
that she will afterwards be tired of being called mother." His
words were prophetic. We do not know whether the Holy Mother
was tired of her children. But it is a fact that no mother under
the sun had so many children as she had to address her
as 'mother.' And how great was their affection for her! A devotee
actually said to her one day, "You have got many sons like
me, but | have got no mother like you."

Beyond Narrow Conservatism

When Sister Nivedita came to India, Swami Vivekananda
was a little nervous as to how the Hindu society would receive
a foreigner. But the Holy Mother received her and accommodated
her in her own room. This showed the broad-mindedness of
the Mother who knew that if the news reaches her relations
she may have to face social persecution. Again, was it not
remarkable that, although she belonged to an orthodox Brahmin
family and lacked modern education, she could allow a European
lady to stay with her?

Her Innate Culture

Though she belonged, to an old world, she had an extremely
modern mind. Seeing this trait in her, Sister Nivedita very aptly
remarked, "Is she the last of an Old Order or the beginning
of a New?" Many a non-Bengali or non-Indian devotee would
go to the Holy Mother, but so great was the breadth of her
innate culture that everyone would feel quite at home with
her. Once while listening to Easter Music at Sister Nivedita's
place, she became so absorbed that one wondered how, without
knowing the English language, she could enter so much into
the spirit of the resurrection hymns. Similarly, when once the
English marriage ritual was being described to her, her face
lit up with joy as she heard the marriage vow - "For better,
for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health
- till death us do part," and she exclaimed, "Oh the Dharmic
words!"

Her Worldly Wisdom

Her mental penetration was so very keen and her common
sense so strong that even in things supposedly outside her
sphere she could give a very sound opinion. During the first
Great War, a disciple told the Mother how President Wilson
was trying to ensure the peace of the whole world and prevent
war in future, her quiet remark was, "They all speak through
the lips and not from the heart.” Once a disciple was telling

her of the many facilities of life which the British rule has
given India, her reply, however was, "But the poverty of the
people is increasing more and more?"

Concern for Poverty and Suffering

She felt very intensely the poverty and suffering of people
in general. She would take great interest in the social service
activities of the Ramakrishna Mission. If a monk came to her
with a complaint that such work interferred with his meditative
life, she would pay no attention to him. "These are also the
Master's works," she would say. While at Jayarambati she
would take a sympathetice interest in the affairs of all the
neighbours and was a source of great strength to them. Her
compassion and timely help would lighten their burden of woes

Digitized by Noolaham Fouirdéféon.

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



10

Hindu Voice

November - December 1998

TEACHER'S ROLE IN EDUCATION

Courtesy - Kannangara Memorial Oration - 1998

(A

Who fills the cup of true love and drinks of it himself
And offers it then to me
He removes the veil from the eyes

he fills all utterance with love,

and leads me to the 'shelter of safety.’

It was the mystic poet Kabir who spoke in spiritual terms of
the loving and sympathetic attention of a Guru, the true teacher.

Here the poet says that a true teacher removes ignorance through
love, leads a life of love and gives him (the student) the true vision
of the Lord. The world is full of misery and ignorance and it is
through education that the 'shelter of safety' could be reached.

Similarly, in the school system, the teacher's function is to awaken
through love the inherent knowledge and all the latent powers of
observation, reflection and execution in the student, motivate him to
think for himself, guide him to apply the knowledge to proper use;
in other words, create abilities and attitudes in the student. For proper
guidance the teacher should understand the different tendencies of
each student which in educational psychology is meeting the individual
differences of students. This should be understood by the teacher
and handled accordingly, because it helps to turn each student into
a healthy and efficient person; if this opportunity is not given to
the student, the inherent faculties may not develop.

The role of the teacher particularly in the primary classes as
a mediator between the student and the world of knowledge between
the student and his social environment, as a manager of classroom
interaction, as a counsellor and as a community leader and catalyst
allrolled into"6ne, Is fascmating., — . ., ¢ . & @ o

Swami Vivekananda gives the Hindu interpretation to the teaching
process basing it on the Atman, the Soul and explains ‘the mental
growth of a student manifesting from within its. own nature. This
is similar to the view of the Western mystic educational philosopher,
Froebel. Both compare the child to a plant. Just as the litlle seed
of a banyan tree contains the potentiality of developing into a huge
tree, in the Atman of the student lies the gigantic intellect. One provides
the seedling with water and manure, weeding and pruning when

re

necessary and giving it protection and it assimilates and grows by

itself. Similarly in the education of a student the teacher's responsibility
is to remove all obstacles in the way of learning and provide all
that is necessary to uncover the existing knowledge within and awaken
his latent tendencies. Once the obstacles are removed, the natural
scope to grow, is created.

The growth of the intellectual faculties of a student could also
be compared to the physical growth of his limbs - both requiring

careful nursing. Each stage, 'has its peculiar characteristics and the
precise business of the teacher is to adjust the surroundings and
the activities of the student so that the latter may be gently led
through all these stages and allowed to unfold by a gradual and
natural process, its various faculties like so many flower blossoms.’
A student's mind has to be just helped to grow and not sawed,
planed and chiselled like a plank of wood. Swami Vivekananda in
his own inimitable way says that the system which aims at educating
our students in the same manner as that of the man who battered
his ass, being advised that it could thereby be turned into a horse,
must go. Western educators like Rousseau, Pestologgi and Froebel
to mention just three, significantly contributed to the betterment of
education by changing the prevalent harsh form and since then
pedagogy has developed into a science and experiments are being
continuously made to correct methods of teaching making it "child
centred.” Thus the teacher's task is more like that of a gardener
than that of a carpenter! Positive ideas should be inculcated in the

minds of the students and they should be LipédGRIGEY WiRokingem Foun a'[h%?-
words. Negative ideas debilitate the young p,%l_aha%grgahaay@naham.dw

them positive ideas, the young vs{ill grow up to be men and learn

to stand on their own legs. In language, literature, poetry, arts and
everything, we must point out not the mistakes that people are making
in their thoughts and actions, but the way in which they will be
able to do these things better," is Swamiji's advice.

With the careful handling of the student's very delicate and highly
sensitive brain, the teacher helps in the natural unfoldment of his
latent faculties. A potent factor in the healthy development of the
faculties is self-activity for awakening practical aptitudes - that this
self-activity can be awakened only by loving and sympathetic attention
to their actual need, taste and capacity; that syllabus, routine, method
of imparting lessons, school discipline all must confirm primarily to
the important psychological requirements of the students. Training
the eyes, ears, hands of the students through interesting and purposeful
activity, not only develops their will and ability but also helps a natural
unfoldment of their faculties of understanding. Such activities should
come naturally from within the student and not under compulsion.
For example, if memory is exercised for fear of punishment, the
strain on the brain is great and may be with time, the brain will
get injured. Instead, if it is voluntary, it provides an integral all-sided
education, balancing the intellectual and practical elements.

The teacher has also to help the student, to concentrate fully

in what he is doing. Concentration of -the mind-as we have seen .

is an important method in education. Silent sitting or sitting still has
to be inculcated at an early stage and followed regularly increasing
the duration. This would help the student to focus on his work fully
and the capacity to absorb becomes greater. g

The teacher should play an important role in the creation of
a proper atmosphere in the school. Instead of concentrating unduly
on the mental development of the students in his care, he should
help in the cultural and all round development of the students. Human
values should be inculcated in the minds of students gleaning the
values as we have seen, from the subjects and class-room activities
and little courtesies and common politeness should also be taught
especially in the primary stages so that the students grow up to
be cultured adults. In this connection it must be remembered that
the informal education given at home also has an important bearing
on the development of character.

The powerful relationship between the teacher and the taught
is central to the teaching process. To a larger number of students,
especially those who have not mastered the skills of thinking, learning,
discovering, the teacher remains the catalyst and "his work entails
presenting knowledge in the form of a statement of problems within
a certain context and putting the problems into perspective, so that
the learner can link their solution to broader issues." The teacher-student
relationship aims at the full development of the student's personality
and self-reliance. The teacher's great strength lies in the example
he sets, of curiosity, open mindedness, willingness to put assumptions
to the test and to acknowledge mistakes; most of all, he must transmit
a love for learning. A teacher must be a ceaseless student himself;
the frontiers of knowledge are infinite and the teacher has to visualise
his students in all their complications. The present day students are
living in a rapidly changing world of complications and not leading
a simple life as we led in our student days. Our teachers had much
less problems with us. But now the problems are greater and more
complicated and so greater knowledge on the part of the teacher
is essential.

Manley speaks of the teacher as the critical instrument

(Contd. on page 12)
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MARGALI,

THE MONTH OF RETREAT

As the dawn comes with its ineffable beauty to awaken the
world to every day life again, to bring so much that is new,
revive so much that may have been briefly forgotten for mankind,
so comes the month of Margali. In Margali when the long nights
are chilly and the days bright, Nature adorns herself with a spiritual
kind of loveliness, a loveliness which inclines the heart to prayer,
meditation, love and peace. The lingering chimes of the temple
bells float through the stillness and purity of the Margali dawn
reminding the Hindus of the Brahma Muhurthiam, the auspicious
hour of dawn.

The early hours of Margali dawn are very special to every
Hindu. The temples and religious centres of Tamil Nadu in particular,
relay the gentle symphonies of the Tirupaavai and Tiruvenpaavai
hymns sung by Maestros and the soft breezes carry them, gently
charging the atmosphere itself with spirituality. These are unforgetta-
ble experiences stored away in one's memory!

The month of Margali, thus connotes esoterically the awakening
of the embodied Soul from its long slumber but exoterically is
the dawn of a new way of life awakening man's religious instincts.
May these spiritual symphonies of Margali, rooted in the millenia
of our ancient Hindu Culture and traditions, encourage us along
the path of bhakti and help us to surrender to the Almighty, leading
us from darkness to Light.

The Tiruvempaavai observances in the month of Margali
become a retreat for the Hindus, a training period for mental
and physical purification. To get up early morning, particularly
in the cold Margali days and take a bath keeps one physically
fit and mentally alert. In the immortal Tiruppaavai lyrics, Sri Andal
speaks of these aspects and the importance of being physically
fit. She sings in one instance, ''nei unnom_paal unnom." clearly
implying that a simple fatless diet sans animal proteins is necessary
for mental and physical well-being. 'Avoiding these would enrich
the mind and create good thoughts and subtle vibrations', sings
Andal and concludes, ' "Thoo malar thoovith tholudhu vaayinaal
paadi manaththinaal sinthikka," one should think of the Almighty,
sing His praises and offer pure flowers.'

Through the period of Margali, special rituals are performed
daily in all temples and Hindu homes. The day starts with the
singing of the Tiruppalli elluchchi hymns, awakening God from
His slumber. According to Hindu traditions, the rituals associated
with the last puja in the temple is singing of the lullaby and
laying the deity on a couch to sleep and in the moming, the
deity is awoken from slumber. The refrain "Emperuman palli
eluntharulaaye," is thus an allegory for in reality what is sleep
and what is awakening of God the Omniscient One? This ritual,
based on waking up the deity in the temple means waking oneself
up from the slumber of ignorance.

Tradition has connected Saint Manikkavasagar and his
celebrated Tiruvempaavai lyrics with the month of Margali. It is
said that when Manikkavasagar was on a pilgrimage to Tiruvannaa-
malai, he noticed young girls waking up very early in the morning
of Margali, singing the praises of Siva, calling their friends and
going to the lotus pond for a bath. Seeing these young maidens,
Manikkavasagar composed these lyrics to enable them to sing
more beautifully the praises of God as they vend their way to
the pond. After the bath they would worship Gowrie praying not
only for prosperity but also for good husbands who are sincere
devotees of Siva. This religious observance is known as Paavai
Nonbu, the fast of the maiden.

In the opening lyric itself Manikkavasagar delineates Siva as

being the embodiment of spiritual Light and wisdom with neither
a beginning nor an end -

"'Aadhiyum andhamum illaa arum perum jyothi,"
'we sing the splendour rare and greatness of Him, the embodiment
of Light, who has neither beginning nor end,’ sing the maidens
chiding the one who is a sleep saying, (gg%%os&

on after hearing the resounding praises of
hearted and dull? Why my friend, is this thy nature.’

Singing the praises in beautiful cadences, the maidens go
for a bath. 'Let us plunge into the tank filled with fresh blue
kuvalai flowers and rosy lotus buds in order that we may wash
away our sins." This pen picture of the tank is beautiful: the
abundance of the lotus flowers besides the blue lilies in the water
resemble the picture of Siva - Sakti. Just as the devotees go
to the tank to wash off the dirt on their bodies so do they also
go to Siva and His Consort to wash away their bonds - aanavam,
kanmam and maaya. The bath is purificatory and bathing in the
holy waters of the tank is symbolic of the bathing in God's grace.
These maidens sing and pray not for material gains only but
for mental purity and freedom from births and deaths - ' "Aartha
piravithth thuyar keda naam aarthaadum," we sing and bathe in
His holy grace, the waters of the pond, so that our griefs of
binding births may flee' Singing and bathing together gives a
sense of social awareness and togethemess, caring and sharing
the pleasures with one another brings about social harmony.

Thus the entire observances of the young maidens waking
each other up going for a bath, bathing in the pond are allegories.
The maidens are in reality the advanced Souls and those whom
they wake up are the ones living in ignorance bound up in the
material world. The spiritual significance of waking the ones who
are asleep is in reality to wake them up from the state of ignorance
to the state of spiritual enlightenment. The Souls pine for God
and the prayer is one of deep devotion to attain Him. Saint
Manikkavasagar considered himself as one of these maidens who
worshipped God and sought liberation and sings of His praises
as being endless ' "Veda mudal vinnorum mannum thuthiththaalum
odha ulavaa," even if the Vedas, the heavens and earth should
sing His praise, it grows endlessly, sing the maidens. These
sentiments are echoed by Kabir centuries later in the words. "If
I make the seven oceans ink, if | make the trees my pen, if
| make the earth my paper, the glory of God cannot be written."

We see that the aim of Manikkavasagér is to uplift humanity
to the Divine level, through these immortal hymns.

The last day of the Tiruvempaavai fast culminates in the early
hours of the morning with the Aardra Darisanam on Tiruvaadirai.
This is a day of great significance to the Hindus, the day Nataraja
disports Himself in the Universe and in the Souls of individuals.
Tradition has it that Nataraja danced the Cosmic Dance in the
golden hall of Chidambaram on this day. This dance is symbolic
of His gracious perpetual actions, the Panchkrityas.

It was also on this day that Siva annihilated the demon Andhaka
which is an allegory depicting the conflict between knowledge
and ignorance within oneself. God is the spiritual wisdom while
Andhaka is avidya, the personification of ignorance and darkness.
During the traditional rituals of Tiruvaadirai one of the rites performed
is the burning of a straw effigy of the demon Andhaka, signifying
the eradication of evil.

Itis in the thousand pillared Hall at Chidambaram. the ‘aayiram
kaal mandapam,' that the special abhishekams on Tiruvaadirai
are performed during the night, in accordance with the Agamas.

The experience is wonderful, carrying one higher into the realm
of prayer and spirituality. The Hall is packed with devotees from
various parts of the world who make a special pilgrimage to
Chidambaram during this period. The chanting of the mantrams,
blowing of conch shells accompanied by naadaswara music
reverberate through the Hall, creating a mystical atmosphere of
faith and devotion. Tirumular in the Tirumantiram speaks of
‘Chidambaram as being everywhere, everywhere is His Dance.
The Dance of Siva takes place in the heart of every individual.'
To Saint Manikkavasagar Chidambaram was a holy place revered
by the whole world and says that Siva is of South India but
He is God of all nations,

'"" Tennaadudaiya Sivane Portri

‘N&ﬁ%‘ham Found&nnsatavarkkum irraiva potri."
RY |28 anaham.org

Courtesy - Remembering Hindu Traditions
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LET US STUDY THE BHAGAVAD GEETA -

GEETA FOR CHILDREN

Swami Chinmayananda.

CHAPTER XII

BHAKTI YOGA
(The Path of Devotion)

Worship of the Manifest God - What must be our
attitude towards the Lord of our worship - Four ways
of truly worshipping the Lord-of-our-heart with devotion.

| am the Saviour of those who dedicate all their activites
unto Me, worship Me with pure faith regarding Me as the
Supreme God. There is no doubt that those who contemplate
on Me with undivided attention get salvation.

- The first and the best, but the most difficult is to fix the

mind on God firmly and keep it there (Dhyana) This may be
almost impossible, because the mind wanders away from God.
Then by sheer self-effort, bring the mind again and again back
to Him (abhyasa). If constant attempts at repetition (abhyasa)
in concentration also fail, dedicate all the daily activities unto
Me, dedicate the all-I-do-mentality of your ego unto Me
(Dhyanam). If this also seems impossible, as you cannot conquer
your ego, which is necessary for such a total sense of dedication
in all activities, alright, you continue your activities but renounce
the 'fruits’ thereof unto Me - stop worrying over the 'fruits'
~ (Karma-Phala-Tyaga).

Knowledge is surely better than Practice; but meditation is
better than 'knowledge'. Renunciation of the frunts-of-actlon is
still better than meditation because of your clinging expectations
for reward.

The Mental attitude of those worshipping the Unmani-
fest Lord - How best can meditation be nourished?

The main characteristics of all My sincere devotees are -

1) hating none, 2) to be loving and kind to all, 3) free from
attachment and the sense of 'Mine'. 4) undisturbed in pain
and pleasure, S)forgiving, 6) always content, 7) constant in
contemplation, 8) ever self-controlled, 9) of firm resolve, 10)
with mind and intellect firmly fixed on Me, 11) not disturbing
others, 12) not disturbed by others, 13) not jumping about in
ecstasy in worldly joys, 14) absolutely free from feelings of enby,
fear and anxiety, 15) not depending on the external world for
one's own peace of mind, 16) physically clean and mentally

pure, 17) efficient, 18) free from desires and worries, 19) not -

arrogating to oneself the credit for actions, 20) not putting any
value on material gains and material losses, as the world is
unreal and perishable, 21) loving equally those who injure and

those who help. 22) unaffected by honour and dishonour, remaining
the same in joy and grief, heat and cold as these are only

passing phases, 23) looking at praise and censure with a detached
mind, 24) mostly silent, 25) content w;th whatever is available,
and 26) not having any shelter other ‘tl'l"an Me.

Such devotees are indeed very very dear to Me. When they
have these qualities they need not seek Me. for | shall be
running after them - | love them so much indeed.”

Lord's Song Divine is in the form of a dialogue, between two

characters, Aryuna and Krishna - Nara and Narayana - wherem

God. The God directs and guides the dejected, depressed helpless
and erring man along the right path. This struggle in man between

himself and the Lord of his Heart and ultimately the Lord coming .-

to his rescue when he surrenders to Him are quite. common in
our everyday life. But generally we fail to notice the play of
God in our day-to-day activities.

TEACHER....
(Contd. from page 10)

in the educational process and says, "Through out history, teachers
have played a role more profound and subtle than that of instruction.
Bringing to their vocation a passion for ideas and values together
with a love of children and an understanding of the process by which
you plant the seeds of motivation, the profession has inspired millions
of people to become everything from community activists to loving
parents; from distinguished professionals to valued leaders in every
aspect of a society's life. It is imperative that we never lose sight
of the teacher in this personal, interfacing sense as the critical instrument
in the educational process.”

The importance of the teacher's role as an agent of change

promoting understanding and tolerance is very obvious today and:

will be more critical in the coming century. "The need for change
from nationalism to universalism, from ethnic and cultural prejudice
to tolerance, understanding and pluralism, from autocracy to democracy

in its various manifestations, from a technologically divided world to
a technologically united world, places enormous responsibilities on
teachers who participate in the moulding of the characters and minds

of the new generation. The stakes are high and the moral values
formed in childhood and through out life, become of particular
importance."

The teacher-student relationship is beautifully expressed in a Peace
Invocation®® of the ancient Hindus which reads when translated as-

'OM. May Brahman protect us both -
may He nourish us both; may we both acquire energy by

student and teacher;

this education; may we both become illumined as a result
of education; may we not hate each other.
OM Shanti Shanti Shanti' (Peace, Peace, Peace).

This Peace Invocation contains many beautiful sentiments -
sentiments which have inspired Hindu education - secular and religious
for over several thousand years. It expresses the idea of education
as the achievement of knowledge and excellence of character in
the context of a harmonious relationship between teacher and student
- they are en rapport. The giving and the receiving of knowledge
leading to the making of man depends on the teacher-student
relationship. In today's context, this relationship becomes very relevant.
The teacher gives and the student receives not only ideas and
information but also inspiration where the emphasis should be on
helping the students seek, organise and manage knowledge guiding
them making education the lighting of one lamp from another.
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