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- with all the invaluable instruments of knowledge-

all four transmuted into discrimination,

with the qualities three- thaamasam, raajasam, saativikam

now transformed into saativikam alone, :

he revelled in the flood of delight which flowed into him

from the unique dance of boundless bliss

which the Lord with matted locks where dwelt the moon, performed;
and his whole being blossomed

under the power of unremitting joy.
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NATCHINTANAI
WHO CAN KNOW

The universe, animate and inanimate, is His body

The universe, animate and inanimate, is His play

The universe, animate and inanimate, is He

The whole universe, animate and inanimate, is a wonder. 1.

Through the 'five letters' everything exists

Through the 'five letters' everything comes into being

Through the 'five letters' is everything established

Who knows the wonder of the 'five letters?’ Z.

Love is God. Love is the world

Love is all that lives. Love is everything

It is love that appears as becoming and dissolution

Who knows the wonder of love? : 3.
He is the One without origin or end

The reason for His seeming to have origin and end

Can only be known by the Origin's Pure Grace

No one can know it through learning. 4.
He creates limitless lives

The wonder of His being limitless lives
The limitless gods and demons do not know

Who can know His limitless Grace. 5.
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THE BEST SECRET

We are all of the same race and religion. Within us there is no change. We

are holy beings established in Divinity Itself. All multifarious changes represent

the characteristic beauty of Reality. Great souls say that these are maya. This truth

‘can be understood only by those who have grasped it through the magical charm

of a life of rectitude - not by others. Because of that, sages have emphatically
proclaimed again and again that it is necessary to love all existing lives as one's
own. Therefore everything depends upon the practice of rectitude. By establishing
ourselves in this path of rectitude and by constanatly imagining that all are ourselves,
we come, through wonderful experiences, to the understanding that we are not
gross matter, but conscious things.

He who never Forgets.
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TANJAVUR BRONZES

V.N. Srinivasa Desikan
(With an introductory note)

(" ... the bronzes translate the abstruse conceptions
of Brahmanic philosophy into which the artists have
skillfully mingled their own meditations, their prayers
and all the hopes of their lives. To krow them and
appreciate them is to receive an initiation into a new
world of plastic dreams not revealed in any of the
masterpieces of Greek or Renaissance bronzes,'’ says
Ganguly.

The bronze pieces of Hindu art are equally impressivé and
exquisite as the stone sculptures, and constitute a beautiful chapter
in Hindu sculpture. These sculptures from the earliest historical
period, were produced by the lost-wax method, the cire-perdue
process. The continuity in methods of production from the Mohenjo
Daro and Harappa to the Deccan and South Indian bronzes, is
striking. ‘

Just as the early rishi artists worked in the medium of their
choice, the metal crafismen too after learning the technical skills
studied the dhyana slokas which elaborately describe each icon,
contemplate on them and finally fashion the bronzes as offerings
to the transcendent as perceived by them. The ornamentation, dress,
attributes of the individual gods and goddesses and the methods

of fashioning the anatomical features have differed from time to

time thereby helping the archaeologists to fix the date of the bronzes
as from the Indus Valley through to Pallava, Chola and so forth.

Each of these bronzes whether Pallava or Chola is unique, perhaps

unrivalled, for its delicate treatment and aesthetic charm. Each
must be seen to admire the beautiful workmanship.

The tradition of metal workmanship has been perfected into
a treasured legacy, nurtured for over five thousand years since
the Indus Valley civilisation. The metal sculpture of the litile figurine
of the dancing girl and the copper bull are two of the finer
examples of this ancient art. The Adicchanallur bronze sculpture
‘of Mother Goddess is a miniature ﬁgurijh‘e medsuring only seven
centimetres in height dating back to about 1000 BC. This 'Dravidian’'
work of art from the Thirunelveli district is now housed in the
Government Museum of Madras. These bronze figures reveal
remarkable technical skill and a delicacy of treatment. The aesthetic
sophistication is conspicuous.

Metal workmanship reached new heights of achievements in
South India, especially under the Cholas; such art flowered into
an exquisite form capturing the movements, gestures and rhythmic
details that would otherwise be difficult to achieve in stone. These
South Indian bronzes could be classed amongst the finest
achievements of metal sculptures in the world - Editor).

The Cholas who succeeded the Pallavas were in power

for four centuries and extended their sovereignty to Ceylon, :

to parts of Bengal, Burma, Malaysia and Sumatra. Being the
patrons of art, the Cholas were responsible for the erection
of a large number of temples and.for the production of fine
metal icons popularly known as bronzes. These bronzes are
famous for the elegance and beauty.

The history of metal art in Tamil Nadu is of great antiquity
and it is practised even now by craftsmen. The image are
cast by cire-perdue or lost wax process. From the inscriptions

it is known that both solid and hollow images were cast. All
these images were prepared according to the instructions laid
down in the Silpa and Agama texts.

Since these bronzes were meant as Utsava Murtis (Proce-
ssional deities) meticulous care has been given by the stapathis
while fashioning them. Though a small number of bronzes
belonging to earlier periods are available it was during the
period of the Cholas, that this branch of art reached its acme
of perfection.

in this district has temples dedicated to Vishnu and Shiva.
Some of these temples have excellent collections of bronzes.
This district has the unique distinciton of having masterpieces
representing the Pallava and Chola periods, which constitute
the great period in the art of bronze images.

Among the earlier images from this district, the metal icon
of Vishapaharana from Kilappudanur now in the Government
Museum, Madras is a rare represetation of the theme. The
sacred thread going over the right forearm, which. is the
characteristic feature of early images, is most dexterously
represented in the image of Vishapaharana. Another early image
of this period is that of Somaskanda, from Sorakkudi village
and is now in the Government Museum, Madras. The simple
treatment of the form and ornamentation and the starting of
the upper arms from the elbows, a characteristic feature of
early image, proclaims it as a Pallava piece. The Okkur Natesa
is probably the earliest piece representing the theme, and it
shows the utmost simplicity in the workmanship. The tubular
shape of the aureole (prabha) the disposition of the jatas and
the restrained ornamentation are characteristic of the early
period. In this series of early images from the district the following
masterpieces find a place - seated Vishnu from Tirucherai temple,
standing Vishnu from Vanmikanathaswamy temple Tiruvarur,
Kalyanasundarar from Vadakkalathur, Ambal with Guha from
Pallavaneeswaram and a host of other bronzes in East Tanjavur.

Tiruvengadu is a small village in Sirkali and it is an important
name in the history of South Indian art. Three groups of bronzes
were found as treasure trove objects on three different occasions.
These bronzes are very valuable not only because of their
artistic appearance but also for their historic importance. These
include the Virshabavahana and His Consort, Kalyanasundarar,
Bhikshatana and Bhairava.

The image of Vrishabavahana has attracted the art world.
This remarkable icon was set up in the 26" regnal year of
Rajaraja the Great, the builder of the Tanjai Perunkoyil and
belongs to 1011 AD on the evidence of the inscriptions. This
is a rare image of Shiva in this representation. He is in the
attitude of resting on the back of nandi. His left hand is in
katisama pose. The hair style has been excellently done in
a jatabhara sorm which is dressed in a quite novel, but very
beautiful form like a turban. This is a remarkable image which
has few equals in grandeur. The other image of Uma can
be dated to 1012 AD on inscriptional evidence. '

The Ardhanarishvara, from Tiruvengadu is an equally
excellent masterpiece. The concept of Ardhanarishwara is a
most significant contribution of Hindu thought; since it symbolises

the male and female principiles - Prakriti and Purusha - which

are inseparable in the universe and are always found together.
Though this theme has profuse representations in stone, the
stone has its own limitations as all the stone sculptures are
in relief and not in the round. It is in metal, in bronze, that
the representation is in the round and thereby achieves a
new vigour, a fresh force in depiction and it is at its best
in the Chola masterpiece from Tiruvengadu. Historically the
image is an important one since there is an incriptional reference
to it.in the Tiruvengadu temple and on the basis of the inscription,
the image is dated 1047 AD. \

An unparalleled figure of Kali was another great treasure
that was found in the same village. The fierceness of the
goddess, iconographically natural to the deity, is submerged
in what looks like an ethereal represetation of the figure. The
restrained ornamentation of the image, the presence of
skandhamala on the right side and a natural rendering of
keshbandha are unique and noteworthy. This kind of execution

These wonderful creations of art i} ['Piéi?’ﬁ‘ﬁ I\ﬁ??&aﬂ%% Balad=tioh

Tamjavur district, the heartland of thep Qﬁﬁanﬁ_{ﬁ@q\gﬁﬁ%
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(contd. on page 9)
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THE VEL FESTIVAL

The Symbol of Peace and Unity in the month of Aadi

The Vel Festival in the month of Aadi, is an event with
deep religious strands woven into it. It is not merely the lining
of the streets by thousands and thousands of devotees in
all their colourful atire but more, the symbolic significance of
the gathering of the Hindus and Buddhists in the capital city's
most spectacular festival. As the Vel carts carved out of silver
and gold and laden with the images of Deities, richly adorned
and studded with precious stones, move out of the temples
in Sea Street to wend their way to the temples in Bambalapitiya,
they symbolise pomp and grandeur outwardly but peace and
harmony, inwardly.

The origins of the Vel Festival are closely related to the
Kathirgaamam (Kataragama) Festival where Skanda is annually
worshipped in the month of Aadi. The festival in Colombo
coincides with the last five days of the festival in Kathirgaamam.
The worship of Skanda is very popular amongst the Hindus
and Buddhists. He -is the embodiment of Satyam, Sivam,
Sundaram - truth, peace and beauty - the everlasting fragrance

of life. The Skanda Puranam weaves a fascinating story about

how Skanda was born as the incarnate of Light and Knowledge,
fighting evil in order to establish righteousness. The Vel is
His instrument of combat and He is represented with the Vel
in His hand. This symbolises knowledge. The pointed end
denotes that kowledge should be sharp and piercing but at
the same time one should be humble and tranquil with equanimity
of mind so that this knowledge would be profitable to all.
According to the Puranic story, He used the Vel to split the
Asura Soorapadman who had assumed the form of a tree
and each half became two birds, the peacock and cock. The
birds were subdued and made into His vehicle and banner
respectively.

This unusual story of a little Child fighting the indomitable
asura brothers, endeared Him to humanity and it was natural
that even in the early nineteenth century devotees flocked to
the sylvan shrine in Kathirgaamam in the deep south of Sri
Lanka, through unpaved and unchartered traeks, ignoring all
the difficulties that arose on the way. Amongst the devotees,
were two Indian communities namely the Nattukottai and
Semmankottai Chettiyar communities. Members of these two
rich communities undertook the annual pilgrimage by foot -
paada yaatra with deep faith and piety and returned after the
theertham, the water-cutting ceremony.

It is said that in 1818 an epidemic of cholera broke out
in the Moneragala district and the devotees were not allowed
to enter the district where the hallowed shrine is situated. Thié
upset the devotees a great deal and it was during this time
that Skanda is said to have appeared in a dream to one

of these Chettiyar devotees saying, 'in order that | may shower -

My choicest blessing on the people, you may build Murugan
Temples and organise the same festival here in Colombo.'

The temples were duly built by the Chettiyar clans. The
Semmankottai Temple is said to have been built on the spot
where the message of the cholera epidemic was first received.
This is the Semmenkottai Manikka Vinayagar Temple in

Bambalapitya and the new Kathiresan Temple was built
adajacent to it. Since then, every year on Paruvam, the full

moon day in Aadi, Kathirvelayutha Swami leaves His Temple
in Sea Street in the regal cart and wends His way to the
Manikkava Vinayagar Temple in Bambalapitiya. Before the cart
leaves, peacock feathers and the paal kaavadies (pots of milk)
are carried by devotees on their heads to the Gintupitiya Murugan
- Temple where ceremonies are performed. Here 'the saying
of Kattiyam' that is the narration of the Vel story, is told and
with that, the ceremonies begin. Two days later, Skanda leaves

for their offerings of puja. The temple compounds are also
full of small vendors' trade. stalls where there is brisk buying .
- unusual items like fancy glass bangles, bead-ware, hair
ornaments, pottery, stainless steel-ware, plastics etc.- together
with sugar cane, fruits, flowers etc. are sold. One sees the
different communities jostling with one another in this frenzy

. buying spree.

Both the carts are accompanied by naadasvara musicians
and followed by hundreds of devotees singing bhajans, carrying
kaavadies, dancing and merry making. The carts go through
the streets of Colombo where Governors and Presidents, Prime
Ministers and High Commissioners wait to receive them at
President's House, Indian High Commission and Temple Trees
respectively and offer pujas, pay their respects and invoke
the blessings of God Skanda. One also sees many Hindu
business establishments ready to receive the Vel carts. The
entrances of such establishments are adorned with pairs of

~ banana trees laden with fruits and flowers and tables arranged

with the Poorna-kumbam, the lighted kuththu villakkus, together
with fruits and flowers for offerings to Skanda. In this traditional
way the devotees receive the Vel carts, break the coconuts
as the carts pass their way, offer puja and receive blessings.

The Vel Festival is a major religious festival in the Hindu
Buddhist tradition emphasising the underlying oneness of our
society reflecting the homogeneity of thought and tradition. It
is a wonderful unifying force that brings the various communities
together as they stand shoulder to shoulder to have a glimpse
of Skanda and His Consorts riding’ the carts in all their regality
and bargaining together at the trade stalls - a wonderful and
unique experience.

Esoterically, the whole festival symbolises the progress of
life. Each cart symbolises the human being and the image
of Skanda is the Atman within each one. The wooden horses
depicted as drawing the carts, are the senses reined in by
the image. These represent the human passions that have
to be checked. The journey from one temple to the other, °
through the streets symbolises the life of man and how he
should control his senses and use them profitably and not
in an unrestrained manner. (see Mahotsavam) The Vel Festival
is an interesting 'gathering’ where all mix together shedding
racial and religious differences to receive the darshan of Skanda
on one hand and to merry making on the other.

May the blessings of Skanda be on one and all!

(contd. from page 8) :
v TANJAVUR....

can be achieved only by a Chola sculptor and indubitably
this icon is unequalled in splendour. This also belongs to the
10" century.

Of the many faceted forms of Shiva, the most glorious
concept in metal is the image of Shiva as Natesa. To the
Cholas, the theme of Nataraja or Adavallan is so dear, with
the result that no temple to Shiva exists without an image

~ of Natesa in its collections. Several pieces of Nataraja are

from Okkur, Melapperumpalam, Vadakkalatur, Velankanni, Adi-
yur, Sivapuram, Tiruvarur and a host of others.

Coming to Vaishnavite figures, though the Cholas were
staunch Saivites, they were tolerant of other sects. This has
made possible the production of a good number of Vishnu
themes and Rama group of images. The Rama group from
Vadakkippanayur, has no rival for its sheer grace and majesty.

with His Consorts in the golden cart in all grandeur a qgcom h Rama is, shown here as a prince in all his dignity. His consort
to the Kathiresan Temple. At the temples t %' ' %\ég rf%gvgn S %QP is probably the finest representatlon anywhere
for two nights and then return giving devotees plenty aml adu.
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LIFE IS A SERIES OF ACTIONS AND REACTIONS

Pathmasany Arumugam

History or the story of man is a story of cause and effect or
action and reaction.

The amassing of wealth by the few and the poverty of the
many, the life of leisure and luxury of the few and the life of sweat
and toil of the many, the arrogance begst of wealth and position
of the few and the misery suffered by the many, resulted in the
birth of Communism.

Scientists and technologists produced machines which turned |

out consumer requirements in very large quantities and in very
short time durations. This also cut down on the number of people
required to produce that quantity of material by traditional methods.
A few men were enough to run and maintain these machines.
Hard labour was not necessary. The scientists and technologists
were very happy and proud of their achievements. But, alas! what
is the cumulative result today of the Industrial Revolution? It is
unemployment of gigantic proportions. Which again is one of the
many causes of terrorism all over the world.

The story does not end there. Numerous factories have been
set up everywhere. The industrial waste thrown out of these
factories has caused one of the biggest problems of modern times
- a problem that has adverse effects not on human beings only,
but on all living things. It is Environmental Pollution.

These are outstanding examples of causes and their effects,
in our social and physical environments. In like manner, the life
history of every individual when analysed is seen to be a story
of cause and effect.

- This pattern of cause and effect operates even in the spiritual
life of a person. Thus history of each Jeevathma is also a story
of cause and effect. This is doctrine of Karma of Hinduism.

'Bwaghavan Satya Sai Baba says, "It is not possible for anyone
to escape from the consequences of what one does knowingly
or unknowngly. You have to face the consequences of all your
actions, whether good or bad. This is the cardinal principle which
governs a man's life. It determines one's joys and sorrows. And
it is through Karma that you are endowed with this life itself. This
body has been given to you so that you could undertake your
Karma and therein lies the point that through this body you have
got to uphold Dharma. When you conduct yourslef in keeping with
Dharma, you qualify to attain Brahman."

Alala Sundarar had reached the exalted spiritual position of
serving Lord Shiva on Mt. Kailas. Kamalini and Aninthithai were
also on Mt. Kailas serving Mother Goddess Sakti. Even those who
had reached such a high spiritual position were no exception to
the Law of Karma. Sundarar was attracted by both Kamalini and
Aninthithai. On the otherhand, Kamalini and Aninthithai were aiso
attracted by Sundarar. As a consequence, all three of them had
to take birth on this earth in different places in Soduth India as
Nambyaroorar, Paravaiyar and Sangiliy'ar respectively, tounderta-
ke their Karma, to rid them of the desire that had entered them,
and to reach the state of desirelessness.

The infinite love and devotion that Nambiyaroorar already had
for Lord Shiva had not diminished. He went from temple to temple
singing numerous devotional lyrics composed on the spur of the

moment. In course of time he married Paravaiyar. Later he married
Sangiliyar also. Yet his deep love for the Lord took him to the
various temples. At last he was so sick of life on earth that he
went to a temple and prayed for release from life on earth and
also for grant of Mukthi, By the grace of the immeasurably merciful
Lord, the devas came to that temple. They put Sundarar on the
white elephant that they had brought with them and took him away
to Mt. Kailas. Sundarar was only eighteen years old when he
attained Mukthi.

any desire other than the desire to be at the lotus feet of the Lord,
can become Karma which has to undertaken. As aresultthe athma
will have to take a suitable birth to have that desire satisfied, after
which alone the athma can reach the desireless or desirefree state.
Then the Jeevathma will reach the state in which it will know the
real from the unreal and will be ready to be with the Paramathma
and enjoy immortality.

This story of Saint Sundaramoorthy also gives us the hope
and the conviction that a life of piety in keeping with dharma will
definitely help us to attain Mukthi.

The simple Vedic prayer:

"From the Unreal lead us to the Real
From Ignorance lead us to Light
From Death lead us to Immortality,"

should set the goal for us

Sri Shankara says:- :

Everyoneis aware of the effects of company. Itis more effective
than mere precept. Calmness and equanimity are the results
of good company. As desires and attachments become less and
less, delusion diminishes.

Desire and delusion wrap the mind and cloud the understa-
nding obstructing the power to discrimiqzite between the good
and the bad, between the lofty and the low. Desire and
attachment are the cause of this delusion. When it vanishes

itized by Noolaham Foungsmigigeely, the mind ceases to be agitated and becomes steady,

This story of Saint Sundaramoorthy, one@%‘gmiﬁ@} aM@anaham.

Saints, shows that even after reachmg avery high spiritual position,

[m ff@rnal purity ensues. Purity is Sivam, Divinity Itself.
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FROM THE DESK OF RIZWAN SALIM

‘HOW TO CREATE A GOLDEN AGE OF HINDU CULTURE

Over the past 4000 years, the supremely imaginative Hindus
have created a culture so abundant with awe-inspiring architectu-
re and vigorous sculpture, alluring dances and spell-binding
music, amazingly potent mind-body disciplines and holistic
medical system, recondite philosophical doctrines, arcane fortune
teling systems, epics of vast scopes densely textured with
meaning, comprehensive theoretical systems from aesthetic to
rhetoric, arts of love making to making war, and intensely
sensorial rituals - that an individual with a receptive mind can
spend several lifetimes,to master just one aspect of Hindu
culture. ‘

There should have been several first rate institutions to

preserve and study, teach and propagate Hindu culture's .

knowledge and wisdom, and accomplishments. In fact, there
is not one school of the first rank where a scholar can study
or research various aspects of Hindu culture all under one
roof.

if 1 want to research under professional guidance the
Hoysala temple architecture in Karnataka, there is no world-class
academic institution | can go to. If | want to take a college
course just to read all the Puranas in English translation or
some modern Indian language, there is no Indian "lvy League”
quality university for me to attend. If | want to teach at a
seminar on the literary quality of the symbolic meaning‘ in the
Ramayana, there is no reputable academic programme to
welcome me. If | want to learn and conduct a serious scientific
study of the jyotish vidya or tantrik yoga, | will have to do
it in my own library. A serious student of Hindu culture has

very few superlative quality - world-class - institutions in

Hindustan.

To ensure that the ancient Hindu tradition and wisdom
uplifts present-day Hindu society and that Hindu culture lasts,
for thousands of years to come, a number of first-rate institutes
for the study and preservation of Hindu culture and tradition
must be established all over Hindustan. These institutes should
regenerate intense cultural pride among Hindus and inaugurate
a Hindu cultural renaissance. The founders of the Hindu culture
studies institutions should possess the vision to establish centres
that are equal to or superior in quality to the finest academic
institutions of Europe and America. Such centres of excellence

for a broad and rigorous study of Hindustan's history and culture

are 50 years overdue.

The intellectual and creative labours of the Hindu in the
centuries past have also left us a brilliant legacy of regional
cuitures and languages, Tamil above the rest. Hindustan's
different regions (linguistic states) also need institutes worthy

of their rich heritage to collect and preserve, study and research -

ancient documents and manuscripts, texts and inscriptions in
the local language to gain deeper knowiedge of the regions's
history, tradition and cuiture.

india also needs a class of scholars who have studied
at the finest American and European universities archaeology
and history, anthropology and psychology, philosophy and

literature, history of the arts, comparative literature and compara- }, :

tive religion, literary criticism and textual analysis, aesthetics
and hermeneutics to be excellently capable of educating us
and the world on the imaginative and intellectual superiority
of Hindu culture and accomplishments.

The new class of Hindu intellectuals should explain to
us and the world that the Ramayana, even as a literary work,
is far superior to the ancient Greek/European epic The Odyssey;,

Over a period of 1,000 years (roughly between the fourth
and fourteenth centuries), Hindu kings and emperors built more
temples than rulers of any other historical civilisation ever did.
Thousands - many thousands - of stone temples of all sizes,
exquisitely beautiful and awe-inspiring, were built block by block
or carved out of solid rock everywhere in Hindustan. A lot
of the Hindu temples built over the centuries have perished:
still, what survives today is remarkable.

Hindu culture today needs an ambitious project to repair,
rebuild and restore every ruined - no matter how much damaged
the ancient Hindu temple. The reconstruction should be
historically accurate and done using the same kind of stones
in the original temple. Since June 1988, | have travelled
thousands of kilometres all over India to. gaze in wonder at
more than 200 ancient templés. | have also done considerable
research in this country and Library of Congress in Washington
on Indian History and Archeology, ancient Hindu temple art
and architecture. | claim on the basis of my research and
travels that atleast 600 ruined and abandoned ancient Hindu
temples are scattered all over the country (except Kerala and
NE frontier states). A number of antique temples are fairly
intact; but most of the forsaken temples survive in a more
or less ruined condition. A large number of Hindu temples
were shattered altogether. At several old temple sites | visited,
| found a large number of fragments of the demolished temples
still lying scattered.

Every dilapidated and wrecked ancient Hindu temple can
be made whole again. All remaining ancient Hindu temples
can be rebuilt. All surviving ancient temples should be recreated.
The task is not impossible or even very difficult. The much
damaged temples can be made whole again by the labour
of Hindustan's talented and skilled stone workers. Even today,
Hindu artisans in several parts of the country (example Khiching
in North Orissa and Mahabalipuram near Chennai) possess
the skill to carve stone decorations and sculpture as well ‘as
their remote ancestors did. The temples' restoration can be
achieved relying upon the ancient Sanskrit or other regional
language treatise on architecture, examples of ancient Hindu
temple art in museums and comparison with other surviving
temples in the same style and of the same period.

In the states of Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh, but especially in Orissa and
Rajasthan, | have counted nearly eighty damaged ancient
temples that can be restored. It would be a challenge of enormous
complexity to rebuild completely the shattered Kakatiya temple
at Waranagal. Waranagél was sacked in the 17™ century by
the Muslim ruler of Hyderabad and the temple which havc
been stunningly beautiful judging from broken pieces was
demolished. State-of-the- art computer programmes used in
archaeological reconstruction can be of enormous help in
restoring the ancient Hindu temples, even in cases where many
carved stone blocks and portions of decgorative carvings are
missing. '

As necessary as recreating the original architectural beauty
of all the dilapidated and forsaken ancient Hindu ‘temples, there
is also the urgent need to protect and preserve the glorious
architecture and sculpture of the temples that have survived
intact. There is no excuse for not using the best available
conservation technologies and the most far-sighted protective
measures at every one of the intact ancient Hindu temples.

Courtesy - Hindustan Times.

and that the temple of Konark a far grsaterecarahtectisghham Foundation.
achievement than the Gothic Cathedral of NotrelBlaeare inr§drisavanaham.org
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LET US STUDY THE BHAGAVAD GEETA -

GEETA FOR CHILDREN

Swami Chinmayananda.

Chapter IXV - continued.

Worship of the Lord. What constitutes a truly
worshipping heart? What is His nature that I must
-invoke for the purposes of His worship? Is He One?
Is He distinct from all other things? Is He many?
And in my worship of Him what should I ask of Him?
Will the devotee discover all fulfillment at His Feet?

The good and wise men sing My glories, silently and

incessantly, all through their activities and expressions in life. ..

Resisting temptations courageously, they live an austere and
disciplined life, always rejecting the wrong and ever accepting
only that which is the right. They love Me so well that they
surrender completely to My Will at their physical, mental and
intellectual levels, to the utter annihilation of their personal
egosense.

There are those who see Me at once as

1. the One

2. the One, yet as Distinct and

3. as the Manifold
They see Me as the One Sole Subtle Essential Principle,
underlying in all, but they also realise that | am Distinct from
them all, and though The One, | appear to be the Many.
Through all their experiences in life, they alone keep constant
company with Me. 5

| appear as Many to the gross intellect. | am the Sacrifice
and the sacrificial Materials. | am the Fire in which the oblations
are offered. | am the Mansra the sacred hymn, with which
the Divine is invoked. In short, there is ncthing other than
Me. : ; H— ‘

I am the loving Grand-father, the Father and the Mother
of the Universe. | am also the Vedas, the Rig , the Saama,
the Yajus. | am the sacred symbol 'OM' which indicates the
Highest state of Pure-awareness, the fourth state of Consciou-
sness (rureeya ) along with the three ordinary states of
Consciousness - the waking (Jaagruti), the dream (Swapna)
and the deep-sieep (Sushupti). | am the One, who dispenses
rewards for all actions of all creatures. | am the Pure-One
that is to be known.

| am the Ultimate Destination. All come to Me ultimately.
| am the Ruler and the Witness of all, Refuge of the Distressed
and the Friend of the lonely. | am the Origin as well as the
End; the Foundations and the support, the. Changeless Seed,
from which the finite world sprang into existence, as also the
Treasure-house of things.

| give heat. | send forth or withhold rain. | am Immortality,
as well as Death. | am Existence.and also Non-existence.
Thus, Nothing is there which I am not.

There are the Vedic Scholars, who worship Me by performing
sacrifices as prescribed in the Vedas, and ask for the pIeasUré
of heaven. | fulfil. their desires. They enjoy the divine pleasures
in the heaven for a time, according to their merit and when
the merit gets exhausted by enjoyment, they are born again

in the mortal-world. These elaborate sacrificial rituals, because .

they are motivated by the desire to enjoy the ethical pleasures,
fail to bring about the final retease from the bondage of worldly
existence.’

~ But those who worship Me, meditate constantly and steadily

upon Me, to the exclusion of all other thoughts, come to Me.
For them, there is no fear of re-birth and worldly sufferings.
| help them. | guard them always.

but in an indirect way, for, | am the Ultimate Recipient of
all the offerings, offered to other gods. But since they do not
recognise Me -as the One God above all other gods, they
are born again and again in this world."

Some important points on worship. In order to make
our worship of the Lord efficient to the maximum and
fully beneficial to us, let us have some instructions,
please.

"Arjuna, | must warn you here. You should not think that
very costly materials or elaborate rites as prescribed in the
Vedas are required for My Worship. What you offer is
insignificant. 1 don't even look at what is offered to Me. The
most important part is with what intention and purity of motive,
you offer it to Me. Fruit or flower, leaf or water can be the
symbols of your intention. But when offered with faith and
in the right attitude, | accept it all with great pleasure.

Therefore, consider your work as worship and your food
as an oblation to Me. Offer gifts in My Name. Practise penance
for Me. Nay, whatever you do consider it as an offering unto
Me. Remember Me constantly, all through your activities.

LEAF - during her stay in the forest, Draupadi, could offer
only a bit of a cooked leaf, sticking to her
Akshayapatra to Krishna when He came to save
her from Durvasa's curse. It was offered with such
reverence and tenderness of heart that it appeased
His hunger. Durvasa and his ten-thousand disciples,
who came begging for food, at the advice of
Duryodana to disgrace the Pandavas, went away
witha feeling” of -having~eaten too " full, without
touching a morsel of food.

FLOWER - In the Gajendramoksha story, Indradyumna, the
Pandya King was cursed to become an elephant
by sage Agastya. He became an elephant was
caught when sporting in a river by a crocodile.’
In the struggle between the elephant and the
crocodile, the former offered a lotus flower, freshly
picked in a flash of devotion. He was released
immediately not only from the temporary distress
and curse but from worldly bondage itself.

FRUIT - The story of Sabari, tasting to find the sweetest
fruit to be offered to the Lord, and her offering
of the half-eaten ones, and the Lord receiving it
with extreme happiness is an unforgettable example.

WATER - Water is an essential material, always offered

in all modes of worship.

Besides all these the story of Kuchela offering the low quality
of beaten-rice is too well-known to need any repetition.

In all the illustrations given, the materials offered are apparently
worthless but became priceless treasures in His Eyes because
He saw only the intense faith and devotion behind them.

When you thus consider Me as the agent of all your activites,

- you are freed from the Vasana - bondage caused by them."

Sanyasa and Yoga - Lord's attitude to all Sinners
reformed into Saints.

'Thus by Sanyasa (Renunciation of all ego-centric activities)
and by Yoga (non-attachement to anxieties for their fruits),
meaning constant remembrance of the Lord, which is but a
natural sequence of Sanyasa, you will reach Me.

| am partial to none. | hate none. | love none. But those
who worship Me constantly remembering Me, come to reside

Even those who worship other Delthmgmg@@layl\ﬂﬁ)(ﬂ%{mam FiuMeatibnd therefore, | too come to reside in them.
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