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| have no fear of births, and quake
out at death
I'll take not the heaven presented tome; what care |
for the earth’s whole empire
O Lord Siva, Wreathed with honeyed blossoms - “WWhen
R ; shall come the day
When thou will grant me grace,” I cry
with deep anguish.
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Bbd wISHEC BID sTDHSTEH 101 (HiD Talking, talking - it is the Self you refer.
aagwwl GuIPY: aufur den 58S So1ns Meditating on Siva - it is the Self you apprehend
DiaisoRimaas, IBBTAND DIsO0DLG Forsaking sin - it is the Self you worship
Doing tapas - it is the Self come to know
FHV W&HHOHIHGHI Hourey Geasswri Liking and disliking - it is the Self that ends them boih.
sHEDI BHID FHE @66);0@69 24P 11(GHH Arguing and arguing - it is the Self you estimate
Garssm07 (1. Travelling for miles - it is the Self you see.
In the five element - it is the Self you venerate
BT SloEauibsbems0. B winpd Destiring Nada- Bindu - it is the Self you yearn.
;fr'n'u_;. Di01Tswe 3501 1@ HSHI50 lufrs)’u' Running running - it is the Self you delight.
: j ; : . Questing, questing - it is the Self you discern
ST HGMIT TP HATUTGSDWT BILO Searching, searching - it is’the Self you mock
103185 Naxsmr (b, NEWDLHCMTOTS! Joining with others - il is o the Self you point
L Digitized by Noolgham\Equndation D)
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KATHIRGAMAM

THE SYLVAN SHRINE OFF THE SOUTHERN SHORES OF SRI LANKA
Nachchiyar

scurity amidst the mystic hills of the meandering Menik Ganga.
This historic Shrine of Divine Glory (Kathir) and Love (Kamam)
challenges both time and fate being as old as the hills themselves and immor-
tal as the Gods. Here the past lives along side the present - there s no archaic
past in this ancient place of worship - only a gentle continuity. The turbaned
priest or Kapurala as he is called, claims kinship with Valli Ammai creating a

r I Yhe hallowed Shrine of Kathirgamam nestles in comparative ob

mystic aura around him. He comes silently carrying a pingo with two buckets
of water from the Ganga and officiates in the main shrine with with a sash

across his mouth and knotted behind.

The worship of Skanda is very popular amongst the Tamil Hindus. He
is the embodiment of Satyam, Sivam, Sundaram - truth, peace and beauty -
the everlasting fragrance of life. The Skanda Puranam weaves a fascinating
story about how Skanda was born as the incarnation of Light and Knowl-
edge, fighting evil in order to establish righteousness. The Velis His instrument
of combat and He is represented with the Vel in His hand. This symbolises
knowledge. According to the Puranic story, He used the Vel to split the Asura
Surapadman who had assumed the form of a tree and each half became
birds, the peacock and cock. The birds were subdued and made into His

vehicle and banner respectively.

Tradition has that in ancient times, Lanka was ruled by this demon king
who harassed the devas and the Skanda Purana tells us that the devas ap-
pealed to Lord Siva for help. In answer to their prayers to rid the world of
adharma caused by Surapadman and his asura brothers Singamuhan and
Taarakan, Lord Siva added a sixth face to the existing five faces and incar-
nated as Skanda. This incident is spoken of in the celebrated work of Saint

Kumaraguruparar as,

‘BBl Wastst LBsT PEYhSHS
HAmpasmsmiprdl” - GLIGHUIS SBST SailbauemIuT

From the forehead, Siva emitted six sparks of fire which enveloped the l

world with lustre. These sparks were carried by Vaayu and Agni to the Ganges
which pushed them into the Himalayan Lake Saravanai filled with lotuses and
reeds. Philosophically the lotus represents the pure heart and the reeds repre-
sent the network of nerves in man’s physical body. Symbolically, the Divine
Effulgence in the lake with its lotuses and reeds, are deep within each one of
us. As Light and Knowledge this Reality abides in the body, breath, senses,
'mind, intelligence and ego. These six facets of the human complex represents
the six faces of Shanmugan. '

In the Lake the sparks became six Divine children and were nursed by
six Kaartika maidens. These children were embraced by the Divine Mother
and became One with six faces and twelve hands. And thus descended
Shanmugan, the incarnation of pure consciousness and divine knowledge on
the pournima (paruvam) in the month of Vaikaasi.

Saint Kachchiappah Sivachariyar beautifully portrays the descent as,
‘With form and formlessness, without a beginning and as one and many, stood

the column of Light, the Supreme Brahman, who with six merciful faces and -

twelve arms took the Divine Incarnation as Murugan for the redemption of

the world,’

“DIHOUWY 2 (HEYWTSBIBETSWTL L6VaTW eTmTul
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He then goes on to say, ‘That ever pure, Omnipresent Siva, who can-
not be comprehended by speech or mind or even by the Vedas, assuming the
form of six sweet babes, was gracefully seated on six lotus flowers in the

Saravana Lake’ ol

"Though Lord Skanda was ‘born’ in Lake Saravana which is said to be
in the Himalayas, yet His Home has been mainly amonst the Tamils who re-
gard Him as the guardian of their race, language and literature. He is wor-

shipped and adored also as Murugan, Subramanyan, Shanmugan, Kartikeyan,
Guhan, Saravanapavan, Arumugan. As Murugan, He is the ever young and |
beautiful; as Subramanyan, He is the C ommander-in-Chief'seated on a pea- 3 \
cock with the Vel and is depicted at times with the Divine Consorts, Devayani |
and Valli. As Shanmugan, He descended to destroy adharma. As Kartikeyan, ‘
He was nursed by the Kaartika maidens. As Guhan, He resides in the cavern
of one’s heart. As Saravanabavan, He belonged to Lake Saravanai. As

Arumugan, He has six faces.

Some say that the scene of the battle was laid in Kathirgamam of Lanka

which probably was part of the great Lemuria Continent while others say it

was at Tiruchendur in South India, whichis also an important place of Skanda p
worship. In battle, the demons fell victims to the Skanda forces and Surapadman -
fell victim to the sacred Vel of Skanda. The important aspect of the battle is |

seen as the continuing struggle between ignorance and knowledge between |
the lower asuric forces and the higher Divine forces. These forces occur in the |
Cosmic level and, in the individual level they operate from within the human |
consciousness. And it is for man to discriminate and see that good triumphs

over evil.

Since He carries the Vel, Skanda is also worshipped as Velayutham
and in some Skanda Temples, the Vel is the only symbol of worship in the
Sanctum Sanctorum as in the Nallur Temple. In Kathirgamam it is the
“Yantram’ or mystic diagram of two interlocking triangles engraved on a golden
sheet, on which resides the Divine power.

The story of Skanda, takes us t;> the young and ever handsome one -
Murugan, who after the fierce battle was going through Ruhuna when he met
Valli, the Veddha Princess. The episode is beautifully narrated of how Skanda
disguised as an old man wooed her whom she naturally rejected because she
was already in love with Lord Murugan. It is said that Ganesh helped him by
appearing as an elephant and frightened Valli who had to run into the arms of
the ‘Old Man.’ It was then that the Lord appeared in His true form and won
her at Kathirgamam.

Kathirgamam is held sacred by the Hindus, Buddhists and Muslims
alike. Side by side there stand a Temple, a Vihare and a Mosque in diverse
unity. There is nothing strange about Kathirgamam’s connectlon withthe Bud-
dhists, for Bhagavan Buddha was a Hindu, lived a Hindu and died a Hmdu. -
Besides, the kings of Lanka married princesses from Madurai and embodied
in their religious observances the worship of Hindu deities as a sign of good
faith. But that which is interesting is as to how God Skanda became con-
nected with the Muslims. Wherever there is an important place of worship of
Him, a mosque is also connected to it. In Jaffha, Nallur Kandaswamy Kovil

Contd. on page 11
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THE CONCEPT OF SAKTI

Courtesy - Sivathondan

creator of all Dharma, the maker of the sacred texts that lay

down the rules and courses that constitute the dharmic way
of life, that she alone is the root of all earthly affluence with her lotus feet
ever touched by Vishnu, and that she is the source of all unpolluted love,
the'paramount spouse of the Lord of the world and seed of salvation for
all. She is the aparna and by coming into contact with her, that ancient
sthanu blossoms and bears the fruit of heavenly bliss.

S ankara in Anandalahari remarks that the divine mother is the

The feet of the Devi are sacred, sacred beyond comprehension,
sacred to an extent that they have triumphed even over Siva. Nilakanatha
Dikshitar in Anandasagarastava says that it is the special glory'of the
Mother’s feet, the left foot from the left half of the Ardhanarishvara, that
triumphed over Kala (Death), who was kicked by Him in His Kalantaka
form and we all know the story of Markandeya. :

In the Rig Veda is to be found one of the greatest and the simplest
expositions of the idea of the divine Energy or Shakti inherent in every-
thing - animals, men and gods. The Devi-Sukta (Rig Veda - 125) in the
eight verses of which occurs this sublime characterisation, came to
occupy a very prominent position in the later Devi literature. Names like
Ambiga, Durga, Kali, Bhavani, Uma, Katyayani occur in the later
Brahmanas and Aranyakas and gradually took the shape and form of a
type well familiar in the Epic and Puranic ages.

The most important of the Puranic characterisation of the Devi
cult, is to be found in the Devi Mahaymaya section of the Markandeya
Purana. The various Devi stutis in it reveal in a striking manner, some of
the multifarious strands that have contributed to the building up of the

concept of Mother worship. The sublime ideas about the divine power
and energy that are so beautifully expressed in the two great hymns of
the Rig Veda, the Devi Sukta and the Ratrisukta, are again fully expounded
in the moving verses of the Devi Purana. A careful comparison of these
stutis with the epic Durga-stotras in the Virataparva of the Mahabharata
also brings one important fact to the fore. The Paranakara seéms to
have almost completely eschewed any explicit reference to the
non=aryan elements in the composite goddess so frequently mentioned
in the stotras. The mother aspect is stressed as jagan-mata or
Jagadamba of the puranas. ' :

Now let us examine the conception of Shakti or Divine Principle in
Indian philosophy. The Divine Being is ordinarily considered from four
graduated standpoints - cosmological, moral, religious and philosophi-
cal. :

From the cosmological point of view, Siva is taken to be the crea-
tor, Sustainer-and Destroyer of the Cosmos, the universe of souls and
matter. From a higher moral point of view, He'is not only the cause of the
world of physical effects, but also the ground and foundation of right-
‘eousness, the moral governor of the higher world of rational and moral
beings, guiding them to the straight path of virtue and dispensing justice
to them, according to their own works. From a still higher religious point
of view, He is an Impersonal Judge as well as the nearest object of love,
devotion and worship - Father, Mother and Guru in one. Finally, from the
point of philosophy, He is not only an object of love, devotion and wor-
ship but also the Absolute One and identical with the worshipper, when
all duality between the knower and the known, the seer and the seen
ceases completely, and is transcended by an all-embracing, all-absorb-
ing Unity. The main difference between these conceptions arise in the
conception of Shakti or Divine Attributes and Powers.

From the theistic standpoint, God possesses numerous attributes

‘in serving the end of morality, in entering into personal realtionships with

the devotee,; He exercises a special shakti in each case, as is suitable,
From the strictly non-dualistic standpoint, the Absolute is conceived to
be an Abstract U;nity, Nirguna, Nirvisesa, Nisakriya without attributes and
powers difference and activities. Hence it has been said that the main
difference between the main philosophical schdols of thought is as re-
gards the conception of Shakti or Divine Power. :

In the Rig Veda, the earliest religious text in the world, we find
allusions to many gods and goddesses underlying which, there is the
notion of a supreme God whose manifestations are all these numerous
other Deities of the Absolute. “The real is one only. The wise call it vari-
ously as Agni, Yama, Vayu ...’ (Rig Veda 1-164-46).

Thus right from the Rig-Vedic era, we find the conception of plu-
rality of Shaktis or divine powers as the manifestations of One, Supreme
Divine Power. For example the Agni has three energies which are heat
energy operating in life, electric energy operating in "Iightning, and solar
energy operating in the sun, dawn and planets.

Thus in the Vedas, we fine the conception of Rta or universal,
Cosmic order, manifested in the physical sphere as laws of nature, and
in the mental sphere as law of karma. The Cosmos is an orderly whole,
regulated by definite laws, physical and moral and the plurality of deities
are but divine agencies, harmoniously working out this well planned cos-
mic system. The unity of powers is brought out in this hymn to Varuna -

°0 Varuna, your Energy which works in the water, in the agni is
the same that works in the heavens, in the sun, in the living creatures, in

vital breath, in clouds and lightning, in war fields and heroic hearts. Thus

‘your energy is manifested in various beautiful forms.” (Rig Veda - 4-38-

11) All the numerous shaktis are but the manifestations of the Supreme
Deity, At the first stage in the Vedas, we find the conception of Shakti as
a vivifying power, responsible for reproduction and fertilisation, both in
the biological and philosophical senses, belonging to the Gods, but not
as a female principle of production.

In the second stage, we meet with separate, female productive
conSorts of Gods called ‘Gna’, and an elevation of the powers of Gods
as separate goddesses as in the case of Indira and Saci. The word
‘Saci’ means Shakti or a divine power belonging to a God originally but
later it came to mean the female counterpart of Indira - His Energy.

In the Rig Veda 10.125there is a superb hymn of a female seer
Vak, and in this VVak sukta or Devi Sukta as it is popularly termed, there
is propounded a supreme kind of non-dualism. With utter directness

-and firm conviction, she describes herself as the one, identical, all per-

vading principle of things thus -

“He who eats food, does so through me,

He who sees. breathes, hears does so through me.

This philosophical conception of unity and identity of all beings is devel-
oped in the Brahmanas, where the ritualistic trend predominates, into
the notion of a supreme female energy, responsible, for procreation and
production. That is why in the Brahmanas and the Vedas with all the
mantras and various metres are taken to be the ‘thousand-fold progeny
of Vak,’ and finally, Vak becomes the Shakti of Prajapati, the Creator,
uniting with him as his wife to produce the Gods and the Universe. There
is a gradual unification of the various gods into one Supreme Goddess
Vak and there emerges the monotheistic idea of treation, not from par-
ticular gods and goddesses separately but from a supreme God with

and powers as is indicated in the Saguna state. In cEatnEhe WyVRIGolahahis Fenserdinsrgy Vak. She beingbut His own Self.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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side entrance, one encounters Muslim devotees kneeling in prayer. In the
Shrine of Tiruchendur in South India there is a picturesque mosque side by
side with the main temple and at Kathirgamam it is the same. When the temple
procession windsits way during the festival, from the main temple at Valliamman
Temple. it stops at the mosque and the Chief Priest comes out and pays
homage to the Lord of Kathirgamam in silence. All these show us that the
pulse of all three religions is one and that there could be unity in diversity and
that there is a Supreme Power reigning over all. Unfortunately, today most of
the Tamil Hindus who used to go in large numbers for the annual festival are
noticeably fewer in numbers, due to the ethnic conflict in the country.

The great annual festival comes once an year. In the olden days, the
‘Vel Cart,” used to go from Colombo to Kathirgamam in the month of Adi or
Esala (July - August). It is a ten day festival ending with the water cutting
ceremony on full moon day. It is a grand occasion when thousands of pilgrims

gather and to this day Esala festival takes place with pomp and pageantry in ,

Kathirgamam. In the past, devotees used to go on this pilgrimage on foot
even from distant Jaffha. It was considered a very sacred and holy mission
and was done with great devotion and piety. I have often heard my parents
narrating their experiences in travelling to Kathirgamam especially the last
part of about ten miles from Tissamaharam. They walked miles over difficult
forest tracks on foot guided by an ever-present spiritual force. They did so
cheerfully singing all the way. Nothing daunted them except to reach the Shrine.
Today one travels with ease right up to the Menik Ganga and the deep piety
with which our forebears undertook the pilgrimage, is now sadly missing.

The ceremonies associated with the festival begin with the hoisting of
the flag and culminates with the water cutting ceremony. Just after dusk, the

golden casket is taken round in procession on an elephant which s draped in

a cloth embossed in gold. The Kapuralas do their part of the ceremony with

_ pious dignity. The bells chime. the tom toms beat. the conch blows, strains of

religious melodies in Tamil resound in the atmosphere. The dancers fail into
step, led by the torch bearers and followed by the chiefs in Kandyan dress
and maids in quaint veddha clothes. Frenzied pilgrims rush behind shouting
“’Haro-Hara” along with hundreds of devotees who carry pots of burning

camphor shedding light as they move on.

During the day, the scene is very different. It is a time when vows are
redeemed. One sees pilgrims roll on the hot sands round the shrine in prostra-
tion or carry ‘kavady’ on their shoulders. Some have arrows or vel pierced
through the cheek or tongue which look gruesome but to the devotee it is one
of deep devotion fulfilling a vow. To all the devotees, it is the Lord’s presence
that counts. To walk through fire and not be burnt, to be pierced by arrows
and not bleed are indeed miracles. Many a tale are told and retold of the
miracles and the Lord’s manifestations some true and others fervent imagina-

tions!

Skanda appeared for a special purpose to eradicate the adharma
caused by the asuras and the effsuing battle with the asuras is the story of the
Skanda Shashti fast. This manifestation is the everlasting testament of victory,
of Truth over falsehood, of Dharma over adharma. And those who fight
against adharmic forces within or around themselves, are said to be the “faith-
ful warriors of Skanda’ and reflect his splendour and what is important is that
this Divine Avataaram is continuously going on withinman. Saint Arunagirinathar
says that one should bear this in mind, draw strength and knowledge by medi-
tating on His sacred form for at least half a minute in order that he may be
blessed with His grace.

“Frewt SWELVTELWGHMNS DMIHIOIL CHIwLiged
SHaupenn FHmend emeuss - SHHUYsWD
The sacred Shrine of Kathirgamam brings one and all together where

all join hands in the worship of one God. the War God, the Kaliyuga Varadhan

who reigns supreme.

OUESTION AND ANSWER

This question has been sent up a couple of times in the
recent past and now the Hindu Voice wishes to publish the
answer given by Swami Nikhilananda

Is there any extenuation or Karma through penitence, any
forgiveness or mercy in the order that controls destiny?

There are three kinds of karma. Some action done in our previous
birth determines our present life. It produces fruit which is reaped in the
present life, According to Hinduism one cannot compl.etely avoid the
result of good and evil actions in the form of happiness and suffering.
But by cultivating knowledge of God one can rise above such pain and
suffering. The second kind of karma or action done in'previous lives, lies
in store to produce its effect in a future life - not in the present one. The
third kind of action which is being performed by a man in this life pro-
duces fruit that will be reaped in a future life.

Knowledge of God cancels the last two kinds of karma. Here is an
example

A hunter armed with a bow and arrow goes into the forest. He
believes he sees a deer at a distance. He discharges his arrow and
fixes the second one on the bow ready for use in case the first arrow
fails to kill the deer. Suddenly he sees that the animal he wanted to kill

is not a‘deer but a cow, which is sacred to the Hindus. He regrets his '

mistake, does not use the second arrow and being disgusted with his
folly throws away his bow and the arrows in his quiver. But the arrow
which has already been discharged cannot by brought back.

The karma which a man performs after the attainment of God-
consciousness;-and atso the karma which wiil produce its effect-in a

future life are nullified by knowledge of God. But karma done in the pre-
vious life and which is operating in a man’s present life must produce its
fruft. Penitence or forgiveness or mercy can mitigate the intensity of the
effect butit cannot altogether cancelit. If a man is to receive a blow from
an axe as the result of his past karma, he will at least be pricked by a
thorn.

Now about destiny -
According to Hinduism a man’s destiny is nothing but the accu-

mulated effect of his actions. A Hindu does not believe that either God or

an inscrutable destiny is responsible for our experiences of the present
life. As we sow, so we reap. We are now reaping what we have previ-
ously sown. Good produces good; evil, evil. Man is the architect of his
so-called fate and also the builder of his future.

Hinduism does not believe that mere penance extenuates karma,
unless itis followed by a change of heart. The Hindu conception of sinis
different from the Semitic conception. What is called sin by a Christian
is termed error by the Hindus. One cannot avoid mistakes, in some
form or other, as long as one dwells in a body. One must not dwell too
much on so-called sin. That does not help. Mud cannot wash away mud.
Say to God once earnestly that you have made a mistake and pray to
Him to give you strength so that you may not repeat it. The Bhagavad
Gita says that if a man has committed most terrible sins, and then cul-
tivates unswerving devotion to God, immediately he becomes virtuous.
A devotee of God can never by destroyed. Forgetfulness of God is a sin.
Knowledge of God destroys all sins as a spark of fire reduces to ashes
a pile of wood.

The pure in heart and the poor in spirit, that is to say the humble,

always receive God’s grace. The prodigal son is always welcome at his

father’s house. Every sinner has a future, as every saint has a past. If
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c%IVA TR OPRD) OF TEVARAM

Dr‘ P & Somasunderam

evarams are the soul-stirring hymns in Tamil. These hymns

which are set to the most ancient and highly developed

system of Tamil mmusic are the divine outpourings of

Tirugnanasambandar, Tirunavakkarasar and Nambi Arurar. T he first
two saints were contemporaries of the seventh century AD. while Nambi
Arurar was their successor in the succeeding century. Their hymns
are compiled into the first seven of the total twelve books (Tirumurai)
of Saivite canonical literature. The first seven books stand as a class

and are collectively and severally called as Tevaram.

Tevaram hymns are believed to be the Tamil Vedas ever since. The
hymnists themselves testify to this effect. They call their hymhs. Marai ilaiku
Tamil (Tamil embellished by the Vedas). Gnanasambandar declares that all
his utterances are but words of the Lord Himself revealed by His grace.
enaturai tanaturai aka. Cekkilar, the celebrated author of Periapuranam
describes the hymns as alutumaria (Vedas that are committed to writing).
Nambivandar Nambi who canonised the Tamil Saivite Literature equates the
words of Sambandar to Mahaavaakkyas (Peruvaartai). Even Sankara in his
Soundaryalahari praises Sambandar as a Dravida Sisu who is the author of
many works which attract attention of the minds of reputed saints and poets.
Thus we find that the hymns have come to occupy a unique place in South
Indian Saivism. Just as the Upanishads are the basis of Vedanta and are ca-
pable of interpretation by a number ofsghools of thought. Tevaram hymns

form the basis for not only Saiva Siddhanta but also other systems drawing on

~them for their elucidation. The prime pursuit of all systems of philosophy is to

realise the relationship that exists between God, Soul and Nature. But the

hymnists are not dry theoreticians or raw philosophers; they are the magnifi-
cent mystic poets. Their songs tell us of their soul, innermost experience of the
rapture of God-love. However, there is considerable material embedded in
the hymns which throw enough light on their experience of relative relation-
ship of God-Soul-Nature It is the endeavour of the writer to recapitulate
some of the flashed of such experiences and submit them in the following

lines.

God-head in the name and form of Siva remains the centre and circum-
ference of Tevaram. Sivam em Irai (Siva is our God-head), so declares
Sambandar. He is the sum and substance of the hymns. All descriptions of
Nature and of Soul’s feelings reveal and reiterate Siva’s immanence and
eminence. : ' wi

Nature is maaya paasam which is not mere gross matter or what ex-
ists outside the mind. It also includes the mind and the antakkaranas. The
sentient being that experiences nature is the sou/-uyir aatman. Both nature
and soul are dependent on Paramaatman - the super Soul - Siva. Even
centuries before the'pen'od in question the Tamil genius was already adapted
to hold Nature as an integral and colourful part of existence. The Sangam
classics are replete with references. The ancient Tamils must have had mystic
experience from their association with nature. God is not only Lover par-
excellence but He is Infinite Beauty. Nature is the reflection of His Divine
Beauty. It is the great Beatitude unwrought by human hand - kai punainiu
iyarra kavin perum vanapu (Tirumurukaarrupadai). God dwells in every
point of space which emits beauty. Almost all the ancient temples of Tamil

nadu have their own distinctive trees as the Sthala vrksham. These trees

SR

suggest that they were originally the place of worship. Temples were subse-

quentl\ builti in close association with these trees. These are temples and temple

{ ‘f“towns n Tamxlnadu which snll bear the names of natural objects such as trees,

rivers, mountains, forests, fords etc. - Tiruvidaimarudur, Tiruvayyaaru,

Mutukunram; Alaikkaadu, Kurainkaadu turai - to cite a few examples.

Following this great tradition the hymnists made it their important mis-
sion to visit all temples situated in all the nooks and corners of Tamilnadu and
sang their hymns in praise of Lord Siva enshrined in those temples with all the
natural background - fauna and flora, the riifers and stréams, mountains and

seas.

Tevaram hymnists especially those like Sambandar, are great nature-
mystics. They abound in the description of Nature. To them temples are not
mere places of worship. They organically include the entire backdrop of Na-
ture. One is astounded at the unique and poignant position that Sambandar
grants to the description of Nature in his hymns. He intuits divinity and love
into every object that is associated with temples/ Worship of temple is wor-
ship of God. Temple worship consists in experiencing the thrill of nature which
is but the manifestation of Siva, who so manifests out of His grace and com-
passion for the suffering soulsIn the hymns of Sambanadar we find even
parrots learning the spoken words with the help of Vedic sounds. vedat-
toliyal kili sorppayilum Venkaater. A female monkey goes with her spouse
to Validayam to worship the Lord manti vandu katuvnotu kutivanirkum

Jalidcayam.

The natural objects are the veritable forms of Siva not as He Himself
but as the varied forms of His infinitude. They only help us to feel the measure

His immensity which is immeasurable.

Siva’s manifestations in nature are conceived as microscopic as well as
macroscopic. He is the finest of the finest and the largest of the largest ramiyan
milapperiyon. He dwells in our minds manatullaan. He is the life. He
remains as the five senses and four internal sensory organs pulan sintai

karanaikal naankai.

Tevaram visualises the macrocosmic manifestation, Siva as His
astamoorti. The earth, water, fire, air, ether, the moon, the sun and the soul
are the cosmic forms of the Lord. mannodu nir anal kaalotaakayam mati
iraivi ennil varum yanfanan am peralan. He is the astamoorti - ettam
tirunmoorti. He is also conceived as holding the form of the five elements
utal anchinar: Siva is also spoken of as Time - past, present and future.
Moonru kaalamum tonra ninraan. All the tatvas are but His manifestations

Hence he is Tattuvan.

Siva pervades every object both animate and inanimate revealing Him-
self through nature as His forms of love and beauty. That is the aspect. But
that is not the only aspect. Therefore it should not be confused with Ranthe-
ism., Siva’s transcendence is highlighted in several hymns. He is the substance
which words do not find a way to express and He is the Light that outshines

alllights.

To be continued ... ..
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