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Past and Present of Folk Songs

———

*From times of remote antiquity to which our-
Tamil literature extends, folk-lore lyrics have oc~—
cupied a unique place. ‘Tholkappiam’ our ancient
Tamil Grammar, which may be safely ascribed to-
at least half a millennium before Christ, gives.
such lyrics a place among the species of com-
positions known to Tamil poetry.—It, therefore
goes without saying, that folk-lore pieces formed
an integral part of tamil literary productions even:
before the age of Tholkappiam- The earliest
specimens of folk-lore compositions are to be-
found in Silappathikaram, the most ancient indi-
genous Tamil epic-work worth its name.—this.
marvellous epic is a mirror reflecting the whole-
Tamil national life and culture of that time.” So-
has stated a Tamil scholar.

Fearing that some of these ancient Folk-songs-
and folk-lore were in the brink of extinction, the-
Jaffna Pradesha Kalai Manram instituted a Stand--
ing Committee for Folk songs, Folk Dance and:
Drama and allotted it the task of inter alia:—
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(a) resucitating our ancient Folk dances and
Drama

(b) and salvaging the Folk songs and Folk lore.

This Committee, after an year’s spade-work,

‘has pleasure in presenting this Booklet called “Vai .

Moli Lakkiam” containing the {irst fruits of its
labours. :

. Search

Although we advertised in the ‘Virakesari’”
“Eelanadu” and distributed a large number
-of handbills inviting the members of the public to
send us, any folk-songs in their possession, yet
the response was poor. The members of our
‘Committee, therefore, had to make personal
endeavours, scour the country, contact friends
and collect these. A scholarly sub-committee
-examined the collections at severgl sittings,
sifted the grain from the chaff, and then for-

warded them to Mr M. Ramalingam, our Gold

Medalist. He, as an acknowledged authority in
‘the evaluation of Folk songs, was good enough
‘to scrutinise, select and - set his seal of appro-
bation on these, as suitable for publication and
also to give us some of his precious “finds”’
for inclusion in this.

Amateur Talents

With the establishment of the Jaffna Pradesha
Kalai Manram, began the search for the cultural
ssoul of Yalpanam, reputed to be a land won by

—luw
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the ministrel Yalpadi. It was found to throb
not so much in the classical arts and music, as
in the folk heritage found in the rural areas.

If Freedom meant, inter alia, an opportunity .
to rural folks to exhibit their talents, a most
poignant recognition of the principle came about
.on 20th October last, when the music festival
or Kalai Vila organised by the Jaffna Pradesha
Kalai Manram, was celebrated at the Jatina
Central College. Instead of the monopoly of
-professional talents to embellish such an occasion,
amateur gems from the untapped regions of
Jatfna came over and presented a rich variety
.of their ancient heritage —a pageant of folk dan-
ces, folk dramas with folk songs etc.

And when one by one, the items were pre-
sented before an assembly of distinguished visitors,
-opposite the improvised platform and later in
the Open air theatre, the beauty of our ancient
culture and the inherent talents of our amateur
artistes came to light. The Pageant-on-wheels,
an experiment in staging the folk dances and
dramas to a city audience, proved a success,
judging from the unprecedented large crowds
that flocked in and witnessed them. The pageant
proved a joy to the eye and the music a
‘pleasure to the ear. It was more—the discovery
of a priceless legacy of dance and songs. A
legacy that had its roots in the ‘joi de vivres
.of a people, spontaneous in their gaiety, unspoilt
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by the trammels of the so called civilisation and
who had lived in close communion with Nature.

Folk Heritage

The festival also depicted the various other
activities in which the Manram was interested,
The Folk songs, Kavady, Kolattam etc. will never:
go out of date, but keep step with time appear-

ing new and vital to each succeeding genera--
tion, becoming a definite, if not a personal part:

of the life of every lover of art and music. Folk
songs and dances were rooted in age-old national

tradition. Their optimism and strong affinity to-

the people of old, never failed to arouse a
deep emotional response from lovers of folk lore
and folk songs of today. They not only gave
the insight into the early socio-cultural life of
the region, but also revealed to us the simple,
- yet lively and realistic literature of those times.

The miming gestures, the rythm, beautiful.
movements and melodious but b>sld singing and

dialogues all showed their unique pattern. In.

their style and richness, they can be compared
with the great lyrics and dances of any age—

some of them, certainly, far surpassed the modern:

compositions in technique, fluency and boldness.

Publication No. 1

This Booklet, the first of our publications,.
containing a varied assortment of folk songs,.

XN

should widen the horizon of our folk herit-

age. Thanks to the financial backing of
the Cultural Department, we are able to be-

‘gueath to posterity a reorientated version of our

ancient culture, intact in all its reality, beauty
and truth. [t is hoped that this publication will
be found interesting, informative and instructive.

May we look up to the members of the
public, admirers of art and music and lovers of
folk songs to help us to continue this cultural

service, by sending us materials in their posses-

sion for our next publication in the early part
of 1962. :

E. P. Rasiah,
‘ Chairman
Jaffna, Standing Committee for ,
31-1-61. Folk Songs, Folk Dance & Drama.

WHICH ARE YOU?

An Arabian’ proverb divides humanity into four
categories:— P
“He that knows and knows that he
" knows is wise—hear him,
Hé that knows and knows not that
' he knows is asleep—wake him;
He that‘.knows not and knows not that
he knows not is a fool—shun him;
He that knows not and knows that
~he knows not is docile—teach him.’

>
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