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Appendix 1 ‘

Tamil Brahmi Script From
The Jaffna Peninsula

(Fragmentary Pottery Inscriptions from Kantarodai

Introduction :

Kantarodai is a well - known ancient historical site in the
Jaffna peninsula on the bank of the river Vallukai Aru. It
was an important trade centre and a cultural nucleus from
historical times during the reign of the Naga dynasty. They
were the first builders of the cities and civilization in penin~
sular  Jaffna. Roth Kantarodai and Singainagar had their
growth and trade links simaltaneously under the Nagas’ patronage
for more than a thousand years (B. C. 5th century to S5th century
A.D.) The recent discoveries of archaeological evidences from

Kantarodai are the first hand materials which help to measure.
and evaluate the gradual developments of the city and its growth.

through the ages The recovered archacological maierials from
Kzntorodai which were found very recently fall into the follom
wing categorics. the fossils, stone implements, the pot-sherd
inscriptions and the legends on coins. Therefore these fresh
archaeological evidences clearly focus a stream of new light on
the cultural nucleus which evolved from Kantarodai

Nature Of Discovery :

Since the object of this research paper is centred on the
Tamil Brahmi Script from Kantarodai, it is very relevant to
analyse the nature of the inscriptions. Most of the pottery

engravements found at site are from two different cultural spots, .

such as an old OVEN of_ brick work, and a terrace which was
paved with brick stones and it could be assumed to have beep

an ancient workshop for the mint of coinage. The inscribed.

pottery from these places comes in three different varieties.

They are the Black & Red ware, Black - thick — rjm ware and’.

the Redthick - rim ware. The red - thick - rim wares have special
features i. e. they have been inscribed on both sides, inner and outer.
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There are 26 pieces of pot -sherd found inscribed with the

Brahmi letters and non - Brahmi symbols. There are three Brahmi
inscriptions from these cuitural spots, containing legends These
three legends are as follow.

I. KUNI
2. APATI
3. PALUR ; HALUR

"The Importance of The Brahmi Legends For The

Tamil Culture :

Since the distinctive characters of Brahmi scripts for the
Dravidian languages were identified from Kantarodai, the present
author firmaly confirmed that the Tamil Brahmi scripts were
used for communication in this area and Dravidian culture took
shape through the literacy of the Dravidian people, who lived
here. The present author has identified the three different
styles of Brahmi script for palatal LA (1) from Kantarodai.
The first character for palatal LA (g) is shown in the form
of Trisula type, a rare specimen cven in Tamil Nadu, South
India Another type of the character for palatal LA '1p) is
shown here similar to what we have seen on the Mangulam
Tamil Brahmi inscript:on in South lndia. The third type of the
character for palatal LA (g) is shown associated with an
engravement of two symbols, VEL and SULA side by side, shown
invertedly This particular Black & red ware pot ~ sherd with
this symbol prompts the present author to put forward a new
theory of an evolution and growth of the palatal LA (1) from
Sri Lanka:

Some scholars in Sri Lanka are of the opinion that the
palatal LA (yp) on the few Sinhala Brahmi inscriptions indicate
the pre - Mauryan usage of the writings of the people. But_the
same scholars never say anything to the effect that the partint-
cular usage was prevailing among the people who lived during
the Dravi dian, builders of Megalithic times in Sri Lanka as
was seen in Tamil Nadu, South India.
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But the gathered specimens from Kantarodai cléarly show that
the Brahmi script., paiatal LA /1) was inusage for the Dravi-
dian language. Having considered this, the present author has
deciphered the three Tamil Brahmi inscriptons from the fragmertary
pot ~ sherds at Kantarodai. '

A Tamil Legend *‘Kuni” (genf)

A term KUNI found on a small piece of pottery form
Kantarodai has indicate the forgotten Buddhist tradition of a
group of the Lady devotees. In the Tamil Buddhist literature, the
MANIMEGALAI, there are many terms Like KUNI which stood
for Bhikkuni. A reference from the Mangulam Tamil Brahmi
inscription, Kaniya may be the masculine gender for the term

KUNI of Kantarodai. KANIYA NANTASIRI[ of Mangulam
ins;créption means, according to Iravatham Mahadevan, ¢‘is a
monk, NANTAN (Asirian)’® In this inscription, a term for male
devotee., KANIYA follows with a personal name, NANTAN. Like
wise, a term for female devotee of the Lord Buddha, KUl\.Il
also would have been followed with a personal name but
unfortunately the remaining piece of the inscribed vof - sherd
was partially broken and lost, Anyhow, the legend on a piece
of the Black & Red ware from Kantarodai, KUNI, stands for
the remembrance of the forgotten Tamil culture which embraced
Tamil Buddhism in Northern Sri Lanka.

The Legend Apati : (gug)

Of the rccovered fragmentary Tamil Brahmi inscriptions from
Kantarodai the legend of an inscription, APATI. is of remarkable
historical importance. For the first time a clear Tamil Brahmi
version which reads as APATI has been found within the Jaffna
Peninsula. PATI means in Dravidian terms, a head of faniily/
village, king or God. In the Sangam literatures we find the
term PATI on several occasions. In this context, the term APATI has
multiple meanings such as house holder, husband, head of village,
heal of the country, and ultimately the God. The ‘similar words for
APATI in Sangam literature also can be seen, such as KO-ATAN,

KO VETAN or KO-VETHAM, KO-BUTI and A—_PUTRAN. Thus.

APATL means a king who is rich in cattle herds. KO-PAYAN
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ot KO ~-PAN -in the Pallava inscripttions also means king. of
the country. KO - VRTHAM of Annaikoddai seal also refers tb
the same meaning. Therefore, the ’term‘T\PATl, signifies a
kingship in the Peninsular Jaffna and the seat of the principa}
administrative nucleus was KANTARODAI, '

The reference of DIPARAJA from the early Sinhala Brahmi
inscriptions now corroborate with the king who ruled. over the
pentnsular Jaffna from the capital city, Kantarodai. This s now
confirmed by the present author by citing a Tami Brahmi
legend, APATI from KANTARODAL Thus it is very clear that
the term DIPARAJA of the early Sinhala Brahmi inscriptions
refers to the NAGADIPARAJA of the PALI literature, as
5. PARANAVITANA has already pointed out. S. RASANAYAGA M
the author of ANCIENT JAFFNA. also advocated’ that the
seat, KANTARODAI was under the NAGAS patronage since
carly times. Therefore according to this inscription, it is very
clear that KATARODAI was the seat of the NAGADIPARAJA.

A Village Name Palur or Halur : B

A fragmentary red - thick - ware bearing a legend, PALUR
or HALUR stands for a place name. In this inscription the
fast two letters are very clear, and refers to LUR, a suffix of
a place name. But the problen is in determining whether the
first letter is PA or HA if we take this letter for PA then the
reading will be PALUR as we have seen place names like
NALLUR, PUHALUR, KANTALUR, and VELLUR. If we take
this lstter as HA. then the reading will be HALUR, as’ we
find the same place name in the Northern KARNATAKA
STATE. South India However the legend refers either to PALUR
or HALUR which is very important for the analysis of the¢
history of the Jaffna Peninsula. Finally, the place PALUR or
HALUR engraved on the inscription of Kantarodai might have
emerged - from the MEGALITHIC village settlements in and
around KANTARODAL, :

Symbol of Vel & Sula (with the four tips) And Palatal Zha:

A rare symbol, engraved on a Black & Red ware (bowl) is
a very important concern of ours here. So far in South India,
a symbol like this has not been discovered by the archacologists.

— 20
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A glazed black & red ware bearing symbol like VEL and SU.LA
with the palatal LA is the main feature to analyse its origin
and relationship of the particular Brahms script, with mat‘ of
the symbol The Brahmi script palatal LA engraved in assocnflton
with the symbol Trisula is found on two different occasions..
The first one of Trisula is that the palatal LA on SULA symbc_)l
is encompassed with in the four tips. Thus the Sula symbol is
engraved to the right view to the rim portion which is the top of
the ware. But the Vel symbol consists of the palatal LA :«%t the
middle of the tip of the VEL invertedly. Thus. this is t’h.e_
first octasion we Jook nto a fresh archaeological remains in
relation to the palatal LA with the symbol of VEL and SULA\'
recovered from KANTARODAIL.

Since very early times TRISULA has been commo‘n i'e'ature“
for the worship in the Dravidian settlements as we find in the
folk tradition in the Jaffna Perinsuia. But a SULA with four
tips generally, stands as symbol of a boundary or a symbol of
funeral deties as we find the four tips on a SULAKKAL at
an old graveyard in the Jaffna Peninsula The's.wast:l'!a made
from right to left stands for non - auspicious deities; Like wise,
there are many Sula types which vary for different purposes,
in the folk tradition in the Jaffna Peninsula. Then the quesuolli
will be what would be the relationship of both, the symbol
and the palatal LA?

| During the time of Megalithic period people l?ke.the‘N.AGf\S
who lived along the sea - shore in thig island, had their dastmcnvq
clan system. For that. they had ther sym!aals and trade marks
in order to clasify the clans The graffiti marks found on the
pots trom the Megalithic burials reveal the main and sub - clan
system amoong the Megalithic people. Thus..the symbol of VEL
and SULA; (with four tips: associated with the palata.l L_A
reveals .a clan of NAGA family and this NAGA family is
identifiably Dravidian. Therefore, the palatal LA here Stands
for a royal family, and the wuseage of weapons like VEL and
SULA for their military purposes at KANTARODAL

Non - Brahmi Symbols :

Many engravements found on the pottery from Kantarodai
reveal synomyms with the symbols found on the Indus Valley
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Seals. There are symbols like- fish, tree, bost, birds, sun - rays,
and animals. An elongated animal figure, probablv, an ox
engraved on a bone shows the affinities between the Indus

seals and the drawings which were drawn on the pottery as
KANTARODA]I,

Concluding Remarks :

The foregoing is a fresh attempt by the present author,
The views on the subject given here by the author have been
based on the archaeological material, collected from an ancient
site, KANTARODAI. Scholars who are intrested in PALAEOLOGY
ard EPIGRAPHY of this region may corroborate the views or
offer different opinions. Anyhow, my aim in this paper is to
communicate these recent discoveries to concerned scholars.

Appendix 11
New Light on the Pre - History of Jaffna.-

Recent intensive archacological exploration and rescue excavation
conducted at Kantarodai have not only yielded many artifacts
but also revealed valuabie information. These help to shed new
light on the pre - history of saffna. During the heavy rains
at Kantaroda: in the month of october 1995, Many pits were dug in
order to up -root tamarind trees for fuel and colle't mud for
housiag purposes. The people who were involved in these aotions were
ordinary penrle, who had to evacuate the coastal areas where they were
dwelling. due to military operations. while these displaced f.lk
were carrying on these actions, on my regulear visits to Kantarodai,
1 was fortunately abl: to identify these new artifacts on the
eroded surface within the pits. 1 was able to collect many human
artifacts and human remains from these pits. This shows that
a planned excavation should be conducted through which valuable

arehacological remains belonging to the pre - historic period could
be preserved from destruction. '

Among the collected human artifacts there are three stone
implements which seem to have been wused in pre - historic times.
The first one is a stone tool, made out of black - coloured
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trap. It is of . granite It was well, polished. .and .seems to have
been used ‘as a hand axe ‘This implement is the same..as an
1mpl¢ment found in Madras State in the large: Neolithic scttle-
mcms : :

The second stone implement is a Flake - tool (leaf - like
piece), made out of brownish hard stone. The edges of one
side of this implemeat were chiselled out and the other side
has' a triangalar shape. This also resembles the implements ‘found
ip Madras Neolithic settlements.

‘The third implement gives usa datum line for the evolution
of human life at Kantarodai, especially for the life system that
emerged within peninsular Jaffna. This implement is a2 core of
crystal stone. The pulp and the scraping marks are very visible
in this Crystal core. These marks are the evidences which prove
that the men who lived during the stone age used it for making
the.r tools. As a result of this the tools were named Scrapers.
Some might think that this kind of ' Scraper is a by - product
of the beads industry which come later. But as far as our
crystal core is concerned no oae can deny that the stone was
u;cd once for tool making.

Having cons'dered these marks on the Crystal implement, it
can be sad that it belongs to a period, called the Microlithic
age. The pit in which this implement was found further yielded
many bone remains in fossilized form. According to the test
carried out by the departments of Anatomy, and zoology®
University of laffna, these fossilized forms may belong to 3
mammal that hved during the pre-hlstorlc period at this
place

Further one more boué implement ‘with an artistic value
also was discovered from another pit at Kantarodai. An clongated
ox has been engra ved on one side of the bone tool which seems
to have bcen used as-a bonc knife. One edge of this 1mplement
Wa» §harp

- 157 -

In summing up, the collected stone implements and bone
tremains from Kantarodai focus new light on the gradual
development of human life at the site. Just as the excavation
done at Brahmagiri in Karnataka by Sir M Wheear in 1947
revealed ‘the microlithic, Mzgalithic and Andhra cultures respecti-
vely, Kantarodi also gives us a clue to the stages of human
life on the basis of these rescued artifacts. The collected stone
implements and bone remains from Kantarodai urge the archa-
eologist to carry out an immediate  excavation. Delay - for
whatever reasons -can only mean that these remains will be
irretrevably lost.
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