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Lion Air flight
602 salvaged

The wreckage of Lionair Flight 602 has been sal-
vaged off Iranaitivu by the Navy, 15 years after it
went missing.

Following investigations launched by the police
Terrorist Investigations Department, parts of the

wreckage including engine parts and the wheels of
the plane were salvaged.

“We pulled out several parts yesterday (Saturday)
and by this evening we hope to remove the rest,”
Navy spokesman Kosala Warnakulasuriya told the
Colombo Gazette.

The wreckage of the passenger flight, believed to
have been shot down by the LTTE in September
1998, killing 48 passengers and 7 crew members,
had been found last October. )
Based on information provided by an LTTE cadre
in police custody, a Navy diving team located the
wreckage on the sea bed off Iranativu Island.

The passenger plane went missing soon after take-
off from Jaffna on 29 September 1998 and was not
found since.

The suspect in custody had identified the person
who ordered the aircraft shot down as one Gadafi, a
close associate of LTTE leader Velupillai
Prabhakaran. Gadafi was killed during the final phase
of fighting on the Vanni east front in early 2009.
Several attempts to salvage the wreckage since last
October had failed as a result of poor weather.
But this weekend Navy divers managed to bring to
the surface some of the parts which will now be
sent for investigations.

(Courtesy : Colombo Gazette)

Ananda Sanga

The issue of registering Tamil National Al-
liance as a separate political party with the
department of elections hots up and the
seething discontent which gradually
emerged, has now blown-up openly, as Mr.
V.Anandasangary demands for the imme-
diate registration.

Mr. V.Anandasangary, a veteran Tamil
Leader and the President of the Tamil
United Liberation Front, which was in
1974 succeeded the Ilankai Tamil Arasu
Kadchchi.

The TULF leader maintained that Late
SJV Chelvanaykam the founder and leader
of the Tlankai Tamil Arasu Kadchchi up to
1974, closed it down and launched to Tamil
United Liberation Front

He alleged that in 2004 during the Parlia-
mentary general elections clandestinely
pumped in live to Ilankai Tamil Arasu
Kadchchi and this manoeuvring was
stealthily handled by LTTE stalwart
Tamilselvan.

He further said for the last 21/2 yeas,
Ilankai Tamil Arasu Kadchchi has ridden
on ‘our shoulders’ and now they are com-
ing up with all sorts of silly excuses, which
are unacceptable.

It should be noted that since of late, all the
four constituent political parties in the TNA
were coming up with demand for the reg-
istration of the TNA as a separate politi-
cal party and Mr. R. Sampanthan and other
leaders of the Ilankai Tamil Arasu Kachchi

ree slams TNA

have failed to come up with any action
regarding the registration of a separate
political party.

This seeming reluctance on the part of the
leadership of the Ilankai Tamil Arasu
Kachchi has angered leaders of the con-
stituent parties of the TNA.

Already the leader of the EPRLF Mr.
Suresh Premachandran has demanded
openly for the registration of TNA as a
political party.

The TELO has recently gone one step
more by resolving in their recent central
committee meeting for the registration.
Now Mr. V.Anandasangary has demanded
for the registration of the TNA as a sepa-
rate political party forthwith.

Given below the excerpts of the
interview Asian Tribune had with Mr.
V.Anandasangary:

When Mr. Anandasangary responding
to Asian Tribune told:

“From the time the results of the last par-
liamentary elections were announced, Mr.
R. Sampanthan made a request to all Tamil
political parties to join together.

The TULF although initially opposed to that
suggestion, because TNA had no mandate
in the last parliamentary elections with only
63,000 votes in the Jaffna electoral dis-
trict, which had a total strength of 700,000
voters.

Subsequently, due to the pressure from the
Tamil public, TULF agreed to join them

and for the last 2 % years we have been
campaigning to TNA candidates atall level
elections on the assumption that TNA will
be registered as a political party.

After having ridden on our shoulders for
the last 21/2 years and now they are com-
ing out with silly excuses for their failure
to register TNA as political party and these
excuses cannot be acceptable . It is a well-
designed act of procrastination.

I am keeping quiet because still one sec-
tion of the Ilankai Tamil Arasu Kachchi is
accusing me of campaigning for the regis-
tration of the TNA as a political party to
enter parliament.

Though those Ilankai Tamil Arasu
Kadchchi members run a smear campaign
against me, I demand that TNA should be
registered forthwith without any further
delay - Mr. V.Anandasangary demanded.
(Courtesy- Asian Tribune)

British PM to attend Commonwealth summit in Sri Lanka

British Prime Minister and Foreign Secretary William Hague will attend
the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) in Sri
Lanka in November, the Sri Lankan External Affairs Ministry announced

on Sunday.

The announcement came even as Canadian Prime Minister Stephen
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final stages of the war against the Tamil Tiger rebels be-
fore the rebels were defeated in May 2009.

Sri Lanka’s High Commissioner to Britain Chris Nonis
however said that Sri Lanka enjoys strong support
amongst the Commonwealth countries, represented by
the Board of Governors of thesCommonwealth Secre-
tariat. He also recalled the unwavering support of all ex-
cept one country, at recent meetings, which he said ne-
cessitates a depth and breadth of understanding that Com-
monwealth countries are at different stages of develop-
ment, with a commonality of values and aspirations, as
well as challenges and constraints.

The Commonwealth biennial meeting in Sri Lanka in
November this year will be preceded by the Common-
wealth People’s Forum, the Commonwealth Youth Fo-
rum, and the Commonwealth Business Forum, and usu-
ally attracts several thousand delegates, and global me-
dia coverage.

It will provide the opportunity for the 54 heads to meet to
discuss matters of global and Commonwealth concern,
and agree collective policies and initiatives, the Sri Lankan
External Affairs Ministry said. ‘

Nonis said in the statement that although there had been
intensive lobbying in the past year by anti-Sri Lanka ac-
tivist groups with “collateral agendas,” in particular in
London, which is home to the Commonwealth Secretariat,
they had not succeeded in their attempts to pressurize
Commonwealth nations to shift the venue.

(Courtesy : http://news.xinhuanet.com)
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