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Sri Lanka’s Permanent Representative in
Geneva, Ravinatha P. Aryasinha had told
the UNHRC’s 23rd Regular Session in
Geneva last week that Sri Lanka consid-
ers Pillay’s visit as part of its continued,
transparent and proactive engagement

with the High Commissioner and the Of-
fice of the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights (OHCHR).
Pillay’s visit would undoubtedly enable her
to experience at first-hand the significant
strides Sri Lanka had made and the ef-
forts under way in reconciliation in Sri
Lanka. The international community should
bear in mind that barely four years had
elapsed since the end of the ruthless ter-
rorist conflict that had devastated the coun-
try for nearly three decades. .

It is-earnestly hoped that Pillay’s forthcom-
ing visit would not only be an eye-opener
to the UN human rights chief, but also to
other Western countries which are mak-
ing ludicrous statements on Sri Lanka due
to ignorance. Hence, Pillay’s visit would
help build a platform for constructive en-
gagement between Sri Lanka and the
OHCHR, debunking the fallacies that
guided the UN system’s actions and en-
gagement with respect to Sri Lanka and
its reconciliation. It is deplorable that there
is lack of “financial independence” as far
as the Office of the UN High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights is concerned.
This leads to disproportionate attention
being paid to country-specific action in the
UNHRC which selectively targets some

PILLAY’S IMPENDING SRI

countries.

Sri Lanka is convinced that there is an ur-
gent need for more sustainable resourcing
of the OHCHR to ensure efficient and
objective fulfilment of its mandate. This
could be checked only if the bulk of the
OHCHR funding comes from the UN
regular budget.

Though countries such as Sri Lanka are
often targeted, human rights violations and
restrictive practices in other parts of the
world that warrant more urgent and im-
mediate attention and action continue un-
abated for reasons best known to the West.
On an axiomatic basis, the continuation and
proliferation of the selective adoption of
country-specific resolutions in the UNHRC
is a tool that exploits human rights for po-
litical purposes. Hence, Sri Lanka has re-
iterated time and again that such politicised
action runs contrary to the ideals and prin-
ciples of the Council and must be arrested
forthwith.

The call for an international investigation
on the situation in Sri Lanka emanated at
the UNHRC, barely a week after the Se-
curity Forces vanquished the LTTE lead-
ership in the Nandikadal lagoon and that
the “ill-conceived resolution” on Sri Lanka
resulted from “politicised action, diaspora
compulsions and reports not mandated by
the inter-governmental process”. Such
controversial resolutions lack transparency
and credibility. Resolutions against Sri
Lanka at the UNHRC are totally unwar-
ranted as they have been brought in at a
time Sri Lanka is making a determined
effort in national reconciliation while af-
fording a new lease of life for people in
the North and the East.

Sri Lanka had quite rightly pointed out that
the collusion which is becoming increas-
ingly evident among some countries that
support action against Sri Lanka and cer-
tain extreme elements of the Tamil
diaspora with vested interests must be ad-
dressed more comprehensively by the
OHCHR. It was amazing that some of
these diaspora elements had been accred-
ited as members of a country delegation
at the previous UN Human Rights Coun-
cil sessions. This is indeed, alarming.

LANKA VISIT, AN EY

This would by no means assist the ongo-
ing reconciliation in Sri Lanka, nor help
people in the North and the East, who had
been subjected to untold misery when the
world’s most ruthless terrorist outfit was
at its peak. Moreover, it only caused mis-
trust about the international process among
Sri Lankans while negatively impacting on
the country’s reconciliation efforts. Presi-

E-OPEN

dent Rajapaksa had on several occasions
invited all those who level allegations
against Sri Lanka to visit the country and
see for themselves. The aspirations of the
Tamils rescued from the jaws of death are
poles apart from the Tamil diaspora and
LTTE cohorts in the West. In this scenario,
Pillay will be afforded a golden opportu-
nity to understand this stark truth. Sri Lanka
considers her visit as part of its continued,
transparent and proactive engagement
with the High Commissioner and the
OHCHR. If the international community
is sincerely interested in the well-being of
the people in the North and the East, they
must feel the pulse of those who had been
liberated during the world’s largest human
rescue mission, and not merely go by what
the domiciled Tamils in the West project.

courtesy: sunday observer

Sri Lanka’s Unity is Not Negotiable,
Visiting Indian Delegation Tells President

An Indian delegation headed by the deputy leader of the opposition of the Rajya Sabha, Mr.
Ravi Shankar Prasad, called on President Mahinda Rajapaksa at Temple Trees this afternoon.
During the conversation, Mr. Prasad told the President that “Sri Lanka’s unity and integrity are
_not negotiable.”
" While congratulating President Rajapaksa
for eradicating terrorism, the delegation said
at what they saw during their visit to Jaffna
“was an eye-opener,” noting the develop-
ment work that has taken place, and said
that the Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation
ommission report “was a bold step and is
brilliantly written.”
he delegation also spoke about the nature
& of the relationship between India and Sri
o8 Lanka and said that local issues in Sri Lanka
“sometimes impact India as well.
Sri Lanka is a friend of India beyond poli-
ics, beyond government,” Mr. Prasad said.

“It’s a relationship of the heart.”

The discussion also focused on several other areas of mutual interest, including the challenges
faced by fishermen and the Parliamentary Select Committee to find a political solution in the
north and east.

“All parties must get together for an all-inclusive political solution,” President Rajapaksa said.
“We cannot import a solution, and it cannot be a Rajapaksa-Sampanthan agreement.”

The Indian delegation asked the President about northern elections to which President Rajapaksa
reaffirmed his commitment to holding the elections in September of this year.

Minister of External Affairs Prof. G.L. Peiris, Secretary to the President Mr. Lalith Weeratunga,
Secretary to the Ministry of External Affairs Mr. Karunatilaka Amunugama and Advisor the
President Dr. Sunimal Fernando were also present for the discussions.

Courtesy - Asian Tribune -

FRENCH

Rencontre entre le Président Mahinda Rajapaksa et le
vice-Président chinois Li Yuanchao

Faux papiers a destination

des Sri-Lankais: Six interpellations

Six personnes ont été interpellées mardi matin en région parisienne, soupgonnées d’avoir
fabriqué des faux papiers a destination de la communaut¢ sri-lankaise, a appris I’AFP
de sources policiéres. Ces interpellations ont été menées sur commission rogatoire
d’un juge parisien qui enquéte pour des faits d’aide au séjour irrégulier, de faux et
d’usage de faux, et de blanchiment. Parmi les personnes interpellées figure le chef
présumé du réseau, des faussaires, mais également des personnes soupgonnées d’avoir
fourni du papier vierge pour fabriquer ces documents délivrés afin d’aider des Sri-
Lankais a obtenir des titres de séjour.

Lors des interpellations, ont été saisis 15.000 euros, plus de 100 faux tampons ainsi que
des documents vierges provenant d’une ambassade étrangere et de 1’Office francais
de protection des réfugiés et apatrides (Ofpra). Une dizaine d’ordinateurs ont également
été saisis. Ce réseau était actif sur I’ensemble de la région parisienne.

Source: 20minutes.fr

Lors de sa rencontre avec le Vice-Président
Li, le 30 mai dernier, le Président Mahinda
| Rajapaksa a fait part de son souhait de
" renforcer les échanges de haut niveau entre
les deux pays et les deux partis au pouvoir et
d’élargir la coopération bilatérale en matiére
d’investissement, de tourisme et d’éducation
ainsi que les échanges entre les jeunes sri-
lankais et chinois.

Le vice-Président, quant a lui, s’est félicite

du fait que les relations entre la Chine et le
= P Sri Lanka se trouvent actuellement dans leur

meilleure phase historique et a exprimé la volonté de la Chine de promouvoir

’approfondissement de sa coopération mutuellement avantageuse avec le Sri Lanka

pour faire avancer le partenariat de coopération stratégique sino-sri-lankais.

Source: fmpre.gov.cn
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