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Indian National Security Adviser, Shiv
Shankar Menon, who is scheduled to ar-
rive in Colombo, will apprise the govern-
ment about the Indian position that the 13th
Amendment need to be implemented in its
'present form' and explore defence coop-
eration with Colombo in a bid to prevent it
coaxing up to China, well-placed New
Delhi sources said.

A diplomatic crisis has been brewing be-
tween Colombo and New Delhi after the
government forged ahead with the plans
to scrap several clauses in the 13th
Amendment, specifically a clause that pro-
vide for the merger of two provinces.
Menon is expected to arrive in Colombo
early next month and a separate visit by
Indian External Affairs Minister, Salman
Khurshid, is also on the cards, according
to the South bloc sources.

Earlier, after Indian Prime Minister,
Manmohan Singh, expressed concern over
Colombo's plans to weaken the 13th
Amendment.

"It was noted the proposed changes raised
doubts about the commitments made by
the Sri Lankan Government to India and
the international community, including the
United Nations, on a political settlement in
Sri Lanka that would go beyond the 13th
Amendment," External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson, Syed Akbaruddin said, af-
ter a meeting between Prime Minister
Singh and a Tamil National Alliance (TNA)
delegation.

"The changes would also be incompatible
with the recommendation of the Lessons
Learnt and Reconciliation Commission
(LLRC), set up by the Government of Sri
Lanka, calling for a political settlement
based on the devolution of power to the
provinces," he added.

Meanwhile, Indian National Security Ad-
viser Menon had come hard on TNA
Leader, R. Sampanthan, when he men-
tioned, during a meeting with Menon that
the collapse of the LTTE has weakened
the Tamil leadership in its bargaining power

in the Island's political scene.

During the discussion, when the TNA
leader had mentioned the LTTE and had
also told Menon India failed to bring in a
ceasefire during the last lap of the war,
Menon had responded furiously, telling
Sampanthan not to mention about the
LTTE and reminded the TNA leader that
he (Menon) was even on the hit list of the
outfit when he served in Colombo as the
Indian High Commissioner (1997-2000).
Menon, knowing very well the political
background of the TNA leader, had re-
minded him that a long time ago, even
Sampanthan was on the hit list of the
LTTE, sources said.

The Indian diplomat, listening carefully to
the issues put forward by the TNA del-
egation with regard to the land acquisition
in the North and also on removing police
and land powers from the 13th Amend-
ment, had said India would firmly stand by
the 13th Amendment and it would continue
to work towards a political settlement for
the Tamil question in the island, TNA
sources said.

In the meantime, the TNA delegation had
talks with Indian Prime Minister Dr.

UN gibt Sri Lanka das “Alles Okay”

Sri Lanka ist nicht mehr in dem
Jahresbericht des UN Generalsekretérs
iiber Kinder in bewaffneten Konflikten
eingeschlossen. Dies sagte das Biiro des
besonderen Repridsentanten des
Generalsekretiars fiir Kinder und
bewaffnete Konflikte.

Der Jahresbericht des Generalsekretirs
iiber Kinder und Bewaffnete Konflikte,
welcher gestern, am Donnerstag,
herausgeschickt wurde, beleuchtet den
Fortschritt, der 2012 bei dem Schutz von
Kindern, die in Lindern,welche von
Konflikten betroffen sind, gemacht
wuzden.

In dem Bericht von 2011 vom letzten Jahr
wurde Sri Lanka erwidhnt, aber es wurde
von der Liste der Lander entfernt, welche
Kinder in bewaffneten Konflikten
benutzen. Der Bericht sagte,-dass Male

eine neue Situation ist, mit der man sich in
der letzten Berichtsperiode befasst hat,
wihrend Nepal und Sri Lanka nicht ldnger
eingeschlossen sind. Dies folgte der
Tatsache, dass man alle Parteien in ihren
Territorien 2012 herausgenommen hatte.
Der Bericht sagte, dass in der vorherigen
Berichtsperiode alle Parteien in Nepal und
Sri Lanka von der Liste genommen wurde,
nachdem ihre Aktionsplédne voll in Kraft
gesetzt worden waren. 2012 wurde keine
weiteren Verletzungen von irgendeiner
Partei in jenen Lidndern und deren
Situationen verzeichnet.

Die LTTE war unter den Gruppen, welche
man vorher in dem Bericht aufgefiihrt
hatte und nach dem Ende des Krieges
wurde auch die TMVP Karuna
Splittergruppe aufgefiihrt.

(Colombo Gazette)

Manmohan Singh and the External Affas
Minister as well.
Dr. Singh has assured the TNA parliamen- .

INDIA wants 13A in ‘present form

tarians during the talks the Indian Govern-
ment would not let down the Lankan Tamils
and pointed out to the TNA parliamentar-
ians that India was concerned about the
political developments with regard to the
13th Amendment.

The TNA MPs returned to the island on
Friday after their five-day visit to New
Delhi and two TNA MPs, Suresh
Premachandran and Selvan
Adaikalanathan, have travelled to Berlin
on Friday to attend a meeting arranged by
Tamil expatriates.

Meanwhile, South Africa's Deputy Minis-
ter of External Affairs, Ibrahim Ibrahim,
will arrive in Colombo and is expected to
have talks with the TNA and representa-
tives of the government on playing a me-
diatory role between the government and
the TNA in the political talks, sources said.
South Africa has shown a keen interest in
helping the resumption of talks between
the TNA and the government. A high level
South African delegation, which included
Deputy Minister Ibrahim Ibrahim, also met
government leaders as well as the TNA
members last year in Colombo.
(Courtesy: Ceylontoday.lk)

Sri Lanka: Parliamentary Select
Committee on Constitutional

Changes Appointed

A Parliamentary Select Committee on
constitutional changes was appointed
today - 21 June. Minister Nimal
Siripala De Silva has been appointed as
the chairman of the committee

It comprises 19 members and is headed
by Minister Nimal Siripala De Silva as
its Chairman to look into constitutional
changes, the Speaker announced in
parliament .

Minister Nimal Siripala De Silva has
been appointed as the chairman of the
committee which also comprises of
Professor G. L. Peiris, Maithripala
Sirisena, W.D.J. Seneviratne, Anura
Priyadarshana Yapa, Dinesh

Gunawardena, Susil Premajayantha,
Douglas Devananda, A.L.M. Athaullah,
D.E.W. Gunasekara, Rishad
Bathiudeen, Patali Champika
Ranawaka, Wimal Weerawansa, Basil
Rajapaksa, Lakshman Seneviratne,
Vasudeva Nanayakkara, Muthu
Sivalingam, Janaka Bandara and
Sudarshani Fernandopulle.

The opposition members of the
committee are be announced later as
and names are received from the
opposition - in the future, the Speaker
said.

(Courtesy: Asian Tribune )

Ebrahim to mediate between
TNA and the Government

South Africa's Deputy Foreign Minister
Ebrahim Ebrahim is scheduled to arrive in
Colombo today. He will hold talks with the
Tamil National Alliance (TNA), and Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister G.L Peiris.

He hopes to resume talks between the
TNA and the Sri Lankan Government, on
Power devolution & various other politi-
cal & development issues. South Africa
has on previous occasions offered to me-
diate between the TNA and the Govern-
ment.

(Courtesy: Asian mirror)
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