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ENGLISH

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon
shakes hands with Ambassador Dr.
Palitha Kohona, Permanent Representa-
tive of Sri Lanka to the UN.

Youth Affairs and Skills Development Min-
ister Dullas Alahapperuma and Chairman/
Director General of the National Youth
Services Council Attorney —at— law Lalith
Piyum Perera are also present.

The UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
commended Sri Lanka’s initiative to host
the World Conference on Youth (WCY)
in May 2014- the first ever global youth
conference in Asia. The WCY will seek
to mainstream youth concerns in the post-
2015 development agenda.

He made the remarks when a Sri Lankan
delegation led by Minister of Youth Affairs
and Skills Development Dullas
Alahapperuma called on him at the UN

UNSG commends Lanka for hosting
World Conference on

Youth 2014

agenda”, he added.

Ambassador Dr. Palitha Kohona, Perma-
nent Representative of Sri Lanka to the
UN, said that, “youth are today’s concern,
not tomorrow’s. They contribute to elect-
ing governments and in the formulation of
national policies. Their concerns and aspi-
rations could be addressed only by recog-
nizing their input to policy-making and
empowering them. That is why the Gov-
ernment of Sri Lanka has set up a task
force of 20 global young leaders to pre-
pare the key components of the confer-
ence arrangement”.

Minister Alahapperuma presented the
UNSG with copies of the recently
launched “Youth Policy of Sri Lanka” and
the publication on “Youth and Develop-
ment: Realizing the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals for Sri Lankan Youth”.

General’s Envoy on Youth with regard to

Headquarters in New York yesterday (Feb
18) to hand over the invitation of Presi-
dent Mahinda Rajapaksa for him to at-
tend the World Conference on Youth in
Colombo. j
The Secretary General emphasised that
youth were one of his key priorities in the
programme that he had outlined at the com-
mencement of his second term. “More
than half the world’s population is under
the age of 25, so this is a “youth world”,
the UNSG said. He highlighted the urgency
of resolving the huge burden of unemploy-
ment and providing political and economic

opportunities to youth. “I am impressed by
what Sri Lanka has been doing for the
advancement of the youth”. He recalled
the comments of the UN High Commis-
sioner of Human Rights Navi Pillay of the
impressive success of the Youth Parlia-
ment of Sri Lanka.

He thanked the President of Sri Lanka for
the invitation and said that he would make
every effort to be in Colombo for this
unique event despite his busy schedule.
Minister Alahapperuma expressed his
gratitude for the continued assistance given
by the UN system and the Secretary-

the arrangements for the Colombo Con-
ference. “As a nation, we believe that the
Youth Conference will help in rebuilding
the nation. The ‘Colombo Youth Action
Plan’ — the outcome of the Conference
which will be jointly produced by the youth
and the policymakers would serve as a
guideline to meet youth aspirations in many
multilateral processes in the post-2015 era.
This action plan will cover seven funda-
mental issues and seven thematic areas
that have been recognized as vital for youth
engagement-in the global development

Chairman/Director General of the National
Youth Services Council Lalith Piyum
Perera also spoke about the successful
conclusion of the Commonwealth Youth
Forum in Hambantota, last November.
Christopher Dekki and Jayathma
Wickramanayake — Members of the In-
ternational Youth Task Force for the con-
ference - explained the ongoing logistics
arrangements for the 1,500 delegates ex-
pected to attend the conference and the
inclusive multi-stakeholder consultations on
the draft outcome document.
courtesy: island

If PM cannot get justice, how will the

common man get justice:

Rahul Gandhi on release of Rajiv Gandhi’s assassins

Rahul Gandhi today said he was sad over the
Tamil Nadu government’s decision to set free
all the seven people convicted in the assassi-
nation of his father and former Prime Minis-
ter Rajiv Gandhi.

The Congress Vice President, who was 21
when Rajiv was killed by a suicide bomber at
an election rally in Sriperumbedur, near
Chennai, on May 21, 1991, at the same time
said he was not in favour of death penalty. "I
am sad the killers are being released,” Rahul
said with a tinge of emotion, while noting that
the assassins of his father, who worked for the
rights of the people, were being set free.
Rahul also said that if a Prime Minister, who
sacrificed his life for the nation, does not get
justice how will a common man get justice. "’If
some person kills the PM and is released then how will a common man will get justice.
It’s a point to ponder,” he said while addressing a gathering at Purab village here in
Jagdishpur. ”In this country even the PM does not get justice. This is my heart’s voice,”
he said.
Rahul said he does not believe in capital punishment as it won’t bring his father back. "1
don’t believe in capital punishment as it won’t bring my father back. But it is not justa
matter of my father or the family, it is the matter of the country,” he added.

Tamil Nadu Government today decided to set free within three days all the seven
convicts in the Rajiv Gandhi assassination case after the Supreme Court commuted
the death penalty of three assassins. Besides Santhan, Murugan, the husband of Nalini,
Perarivalan, who earned a major reprieve from the apex court yesterday which spared
them from gallows, Nalini, Robert Pious, Jayakumar and Ravichandran would walk
out from prison.

Chief Minister J Jayalalithaa, who took the decision for early release of the Rajiv
killers at an emergency Cabinet meeting convened this morning over the issue, made a
suo motu announcement in the state assembly:.

Courtesy:DNA india

Lanka, Japan hold key talks

Sri Lanka and Japan have had key discussions on various issues including issues of
mutual relevance and importance to both the countries.

The discussions took place between Admiral WasanthaKarannagoda, Ambassador of
Sri Lanka to Japan, and Seiji Kihara, Parliamentary Vice Minister of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Japan.

The two dignitaries under-
scored the significance of the:
visits of His Excellency th
President of Sri Lanka to Ja
pan, the former and curren
visits of the Deputy Prime Min-:
isters of Japan to Sri Lanka,’
and the visit of Princess:
Tsuguko of Takamado to Sri®
Lanka as well as of other Cabi-F =
net Ministerial visits take
place between the two coun
tries.

Both the Vice Minister and th
Ambassador acknowledge
that these visits and ensuing}
discussions with the relevant
counterparts have furthe
strengthened and deepened
the relations between the two countries, particularly during the last couple of years.
In the economic sphere, the Ambassador added that over USD 550 million worth of
investments, both foreign direct investments and foreign institutional investments, have
been committed by the corporates and industries of Japan during past few years, re-
flecting the potential of the economy of Sri Lanka. He further added that the tourism
from Japan to Sri Lanka has doubled during the last three years. The Vice Minister
placed on record his appreciation to the Embassy for the assistance extended during
the Great East Japan Earthquake.

The two dignitaries discussed, in detail, some of the key infrastructure projects includ-
ing that of the maritime cooperation between the two countries and the intrinsic utility
of it to both the countries.

courtesy:(Colombo Gazette)
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