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By Namini Wijedasa
The Government is drafting legislation to
grant a ‘certificate of absence’ to
relatives of the missing who do not want
to accept certificates of death for their
loved ones, a senior official said yester-
day. The certificate of absence—which
has never before been issued in Sri
Lanka but is used in several other
countries with large numbers of missing
people—will entitle the holder to the
same rights enjoyed by the holder of a
certificate of death.

The committee overseeing implementa-
tion of the LLRC recommendations has
given a proposal to the Ministry of Public
Administration which will seek Cabinet
approval, committee member and
Technology Ministry Secretary, Dhara
Wijayatilake said. It will go through the
draft stage and will be presented as a bill
to Parliament.

Ms. Wijayatilake said the format would
be the same as the certificate of death.
However, a certificate of absence could

not be used in criminal proceedings. The

proposal first came from the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) whose database puts the figure
of missing at 16,000 from 1990. This
includes about 4,500 police and military
personnel. Between January 1, 2008 and

New law to help families of missing people

May 2009, the ICRC collected more
than 3000 cases.

“For the time being, the only legal
document available to families of missing
people to say that a person is not there is
a death certificate,” ICRC’s Deputy
Delegation Chief, David Quesne said.
“But they do not want to request this
kind of document because it would mean
that they accept that the person is dead
despite not knowing that the person is
dead. Psychologically, for them, it means
you betray the person if you accept a
certificate of death.

“At the same time, these families need a
legal document to access many services
such as property, pensions and compen-
sation,” he explained. “A certificate of
absence is a proposed alternative that
has the same legal status as the certifi-
cate of death. The difference is that, if
the person is found, retroaction is
possible. The certificate of absence is
invalidated.”

In Sri Lanka’s case, it remains to be
seen what the Government will put into
the law defining the requirements of the
certificate. The ICRC has offered to
provide its comments on the draft
legislation. Mr. Quesne said the concept
of a certificate of absence had been
developed in many countries including
Nepal, Peru, Azerbaijan and the

Balkans.

Meanwhile, the ICRC will in April start a
‘Family Needs Assessment’ to deter-
mine what relatives of missing persons
need. It is the first time such a survey is
being done and it has been approved by
defence authorities, ICRC Spokesperson
Sarasi Wijeratne said. “Other surveys
have been done on the side of numbers,
such as the census,” she said. “The
Presidential Commission of Inquiry into
the Missing is carrying out more of an
investigative role. We are dealing with
the humanitarian needs of families.
These could be economic, legal, adminis-

naire now being compiled. The ICRC
expects to spend three months in the
field collecting information and three
months consolidating the report. It will
present its recommendations based on
the results to President Mahinda
Rajapaksa by the end of this year.

“It’s invariably the worhen who are left
behind to fend for themselves and their
children,” Ms. Wijeratne said. “They
have to start working, which could be
something new to them. It could be a
case of them wanting to claim proper-
ties, they might want to remarry or they

trative, psychological, social, and so on.”
The ICRC is partnering with the Minis-
try of Social Services for the initiative. A
sample will be selected out of the
database and given a detailed question-

could be dealing with social stigmas. We
are trying to find out what the needs of
these families are and also what sort of
coping mechanisms they have.”
courtesy: Sunday times

President to meet Manmohan

In last-ditch attempt to get India to vote
against US resolution
President Mahinda Rajapaksa is to meet In-
dian Prime Minister, Manmohan Singh, on
Tuesday, 4 March in a last-ditch attempt to
get India’s support for Sri Lanka against the
US-sponsored resolution.

The duo are scheduled to meet on the side-
lines of the forthcoming Bay of Bengal Ini-
tiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Eco-
nomic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) summit in

Korea-Sri Lanka Travel & Tourism Club Launched

The Korea-Sri Lanka Travel & Tourism Club was launched at the Millennium Hilton
Hotel in Seoul on 14th February 2014. The club was created to enhance the cultural
and economic relationship between Sri Lanka and South Korea. One of its main goals
is to promote tourism, a core area of growth for Sri Lanka-Korea relations.

The chief guest of the
event, Basil Rajapaksa,
Minister of Economic
giDevelopment met with
more than 100 Korean
and Sri Lankan members
of the club who were
present at the launch

of Environment and Re-
newable Energy, also at-
ended the event.
During the event, Minis-
er Rajapaksa further
expressed his sincere
appreciation to the organizers and members of the tourism club for leading the launch,
promoting tourism and cultural relations between Sri Lanka and South Korea and initi-
ating the campaign to increase awareness of Sri Lanka as a popular destination for
Korean tourists. Sri Lanka is already being vigorously promoted in Korea’s main mar-
kets, particularly through a series of promotional campaigns that will be presented
throughout the year. This club will provide the additional boost for the tourism cam-
paigns.
During his welcome speech, Ambassador Tissa Wijeratne stated the need to maintain
steady channels of communication between Korean agencies and organizations and
Sri Lanka; this would aim to promote the travel and trade industry and heighten the
relations between the two countries.
Mr. Bhashwara Gunarathna, Chairman of the Sri Lanka Tourism Promotion Bureau,
gave a comprehensive presentation with a guiding theme of “Sri Lanka Tourism, an
unmatched product” as a way to increase awareness about Sri Lanka’s diversity and
scenic beauty
Mr. Un —Shik Chung, President of the Korea—Sri Lanka Travel & Tourism Club and
Mr. Lee Hoon, Vice President of the Korea World Travel Fair also addressed the
gathering.
The members who participated in the event were very enthusiastic about the launch of
club and wished the club success and that it brings about longstanding results in the
way of bilateral co-operation, booming tourism, and a better understanding of the socio-
economic identities and cultures of the two countries.
courtesy-Asian Tribune :

Myanmar Just days ahead of the United Nations Human Rights Council (U\HRC )
sessions in Geneva.

The third summit of BIMSTEC will get underway in Naypyidaw, the capltal of
Myanmar.

While India’s stance on the proposed US-sponsored resolution on Sri Lanka to the
UNHRC is still to be made public, President Rajapaksa on Friday lashed out at the
proposed resolution as a ‘nuisance’ and one which is both “excessive and forced” while
admitting that Sri Lanka was ‘uncomfortable” with any resolution against it, even if it is
mild.

Addressing a group of Colombo-based foreign correspondents at Temple Trees last
Friday (28), Rajapaksa compared Washington’s approach to Colombo to ‘Cassius Clay
using a little boy as a punching bag.’

In response to queries on the possible motive behind the resolution, including attempts
to influence a regime change, Rajapaksa said: “There may be a hidden agenda. But, I
am not worried, as long as I have the support of my people, which I do.”

Speaking on the possibility of international sanctions against the island, the President
noted the absence of a mandate for the UNHRC to do so, adding that individual coun-
tries were free to clamp sanctions. “Only the Security Council can impose international
sanctions, but there are countries with veto power such as Russia and China,” he said,
reflecting the island’s reliance on the two powerful nations for support at the forthcom-
ing UNHRC sessions.

As for India, Sri Lanka’s closest neighbour, Rajapaksa did not ‘make any predictions,
noting however that India would face an election just one month after the UNHRC
sessions, adding that the island was mindful of India’s political compulsions.

Asked when he had any ideas as to how India would vote, he said: “I don’t know. The
Indian leaders have to think of their future and take into account the mood of the
electorate. We understand them. Politicians understand each other.”

Responding to the expressions of concern with regard to delays in pursuing post-war
reconciliation, Rajapaksa assured that his government had done its best while striving
to do more. Rajapaksa said: “We have done our best. We have resettled the displaced
people, given them electricity, roads and schools. We have demined 94% of the war
zone. The accusations against us are grossly unfair.”

He also said the Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation Commission (LLRC) report re-
ceived Cabinet sanction only in July 2012 and the government only had 19 months to
address some 280 recommendations.

Rajapaksa also objected to the recently released election manifesto of the All India
Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK), which proposed the holding of a
referendum on the formation of a separate, independent Eelam among Sri Lankan
Tamils resident in Sri Lanka and abroad, saying: “How could the Tamil Diaspora par-
ticipate in such an exercise? They are not citizens of Sri Lanka, but various other
countries. They can only take part in referenda in those countries.” Quashing rumours
about a snap presidential poll this year, Rajapaksa also told reporters that there were no
plans to hold a snap poll. “The Cabinet has been informed that the next presidential
election will be held in 2016, at the end of my six-year term,” he said.

Courtesy: Ceylon today
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