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A People Without a Story

symbol, an expression of a self-annihilating
spirit. And it was to self-annihilation that Mr.
Prabhakaran committed the Tamils. He was a
man who, like a modern-day Coriolanus,
seemed to lack the imagination for peace. He

FOUR years ago this week, the announced that
their struggle for an independent homeland in
northern Sri Lanka had “reached its bitter
end.” The group had been fighting on behalf
of the Tamil people for more than a quarter-
century, and its defeat was absolute.

Today, great sections of Tamil country are still
a scene of devastation. The houses are either
destroyed or brand-new; the land is unculti-
vated and overgrown; there are forests of de-
capitated Palmyra palms, damaged by heavy
shelling. And then there are-the relics of war
— graveyards of L.T.T.E. vehicles rotting in
the open air; the remains of a ship, its super-
structure blown to pieces and in whose rust-
ing starboard a gaping hole gives on to blue
sea.

When I first arrived there last March, I saw the
loss in primarily military terms. But the feeling
of defeat among the Tamils of Sri Lanka goes
far deeper than the material defeat of the rebels.
It is a moral and psychological defeat.

In that forested country of red earth and la-
goons, it is possible to visit the bunker of the
leader of the Tigers, a torture chamber of a
place that sinks three levels into the ground.
There, in the fetid air, infused with the smell of
urine and bat excrement, one senses the full
futility and wretchedness of what the rebel
movement became in the end. i
For the truth is that the Tamil defeat has less to
do with the vanquishing of the L.T.T.E. by the
Sri Lankan Army and much more to do with the
self-wounding (“suicidal” would not be too
strong a word) character of the movement it-
self. The Tigers were for so long the custodi-
ans of the Tamil people’s hope of self-realiza-
tion. But theirs was a deeply flawed organiza-
tion. Under the leadership of Velupillai
Prabhakaran, the Tigers pioneered and per-
fected the use of the suicide bomber. This was
not simply a-mode-of warfare,-but almost a

took the Tamils on a journey of war without
end, where no offer of compromise was ever
enough, and where all forms of moderation were
seen as betrayal.

One evening, soon after [ arrived in Jaffna, the
capital of the northern province, I had dinner
at the house of a woman whose sister had been
part of a circle of academics who had pub-
lished a book in 1990 called “The Broken
Palmyra.” The book was, by no means, a
simple polemic against the Tigers; it was an
academic work that, in trying to be even-
handed, had taken account of both govern-
ment and L.T.T.E. atrocities. But this was too
treasonous for Mr. Prabhakaran, and my host’s
sister was killed even before the book went to
print.

The room that night was filled with people
whose lives the tyranny of the L.T.T.E. had left

By AATISH TASEER

told to leave behind their valuables and the
deeds to their houses. When they asked why
they were being expelled, they were told that

they were lucky not to be killed. Then they
were loaded into lorries and escorted to the
border of the district. (Like most, this woman
returned only after the end of the war in 2009.)
A middle-aged woman, working as a maid in
the house, had more recent traumas. Her son
had gone to work with his uncle, a carpenter,
in the northern district of Kilinochchi, which
would become the scene of an infamous battle.
When war came, it was Mr. Prabhakaran’s ex-
press strategy to retreat with an enormous ci-
vilian population — 300,000 people, some say
— and to use them as a human shield against
the advancing army. It was his intention to let
so many Tamils die that the international com-
munity (read, the West) would be forced to
intervene, and the Tamils would be granted
their homeland.

But here he made a grave mistake: he either

West’s sense of decency. For the West, occu-
pied with problems more pressing, let as many
Tamils die as had to die for the war to be won.
This was an added layer of shame in the Tamil
defeat. It was not just that they had lost the
war. It was also that the grass-roots movement
they originated, and for which they had paid
taxes and sacrificed able-bodied men and
women, had, in the end, been more vicious to
them than to anyone else.

When I asked what became of the woman’s
son, she replied that he had not come home.
“He’s dead,” my hostess clarified, “but she
doesn’t like to hear that.”

THE north of Sri Lanka today is a spectacle of
Sinhalese triumphalism. A victorious army is
rebuilding new roads, grabbing land for itself
(6,000 acres, rumor has it), and displaying the
spoils of war before tourists from the south.
Even when the government of President
Mahinda Rajapaksa acts magnanimously to-
ward the Tamil people, by building new infra-
structure projects, for instance, the Tamils seem
to feel that their defeat is being rubbed in their
faces. And they are not wrong. It is simply one
of those intractable situations where nothing
will feel right. For the loss the Tamils feel is
really the loss of a story. They are now a people
without a story, a traumatized people, devas-
tated by decades of war and migration, whose
dream of self-determination was hijacked by
the nihilistic vision of their leader and turned
to nightmare.

“We lost something,” a Tamil artist in Jaffna,
T. Shanaathanan, told me, “but we do not know
what. The war is over, but there is a kind of
psychological warfare now. Before, people
looked at us with suspicion, with the feeling
that you’re Tamil, you might be a terrorist. But
now they look at us as if we’'re nothing.™

forever scarred. There was the Muslim woman
who, along with all the other Muslim families
of Jaffna, had, one morning in 1990, been sum-
moned to a school compound and given two
hours to leave the city of her birth. They were

Charles vervangt misschien de
Koningin op de CHOGM

De Koningin zal voor het eerst sinds 1973 de jaarlijkse algemene vergadering van de staatshoofden
van het Commonwealth missen, zo is Sky News te weten gekomen. Volgens bronnen wordt Prins
Charles als lid van het Koninklijk Huis aangekondigd de vergadering, die later dit jaar in Sri
Lanka plaatsvindt, bij te wonen namens haar. Het is onduidelijk waarom de Koningin, die aan het
hoofd staat van het Commonwealth, ervoor heeft gekozen weg te blijven, maar velen zullen de
beslissing plaatsen als onderdeel van de overdracht van verantwoordelijkheden op haar
erfopvolger. De Britse vorst was eerder dit jaar in het ziekenhuis opgenomen omdat ze gebukt
ging onder de symptomen van gastroenterites, maar het is niet bekend of de beslissing stoelt op
gezondsredenen.

Tenzij de CHOGM conferentie wordt gepland in Groot-Brittani€ in 2015 zullen velen zich ook
afvragen of het nog waarschijnlijk is dat de Koningin, die dan 89 is, nog wel een dergelijke
bijeenkomst tijdens haar leven zal bijwonen. De staatshoofden van de 54 Commonwealth landen
komen om de twee jaar bijeen om het eens te worden en te discussiéren over de zaken die in de
wereld spelen. De Koningin woonde het laatst een Commonwealth conferentie bij in Perth
Australié, in 2011.Vorig jaar waren er jongere leden van de koninklijke familie die de Koningin
overzees vertegenwoordigden, als onderdeel van haar diamanten jubileum. Buckingham Palace
zal waar-schijnlijk suggereren dat de aanwezigheid van Prins Charles in Sri Lanka simpelweg in
het verlengde ligt van het belangrijker worden van de rol van de familie meer in de breedte. Maar
sommigen zullen waarschijnlijk voorspellen dat deze ontwikkeling de weg vrijmaakt voor de
Prins van Wales om het volgende hoofd van de Commnwealth te worden, ondanks het feit dat
die rol en functie niet automatisch naar de oudste zoon gaat.

Het volgt ook op commentaar van de Australische premier Julia Gillard, die Charles steunde om
de rol in de Commonwealth over te nemen, ondanks het feit dat Gillard de voorkeur geeft aan een
republiek zodra de Koningin de troon niet meer bezet. ”’Voor wat Australi€ betreft, ik ben er zeker
van dat de opvolger van de Koningin op een dag als Hoofd van het Commonwealth zal dienen
met dezelfde waardigheid als Hare Majesteit dat gedaan heeft”, zo sprak mw Gillard in maart.
In een televisie boodschap opgenomen in Kaapstad op haar 21¢ verjaardag zei de toen Prinses
Elizabeth tegen de leden van het Commonwealth : Ik verklaar voor u allen dat ik mijn hele korte
of lange leven toegewijd zal blijven om de grote rijksfamilie die wij allen zijn ten dienste te
staan .” De afwezigheid van de Koningin tijdens de november bijeenkomst wordt echter niet in
gedachten verbonden aan de gevoeligheden rond de staat van dienst van Sri Lanka op
mensenrechtengebied, die ertoe leidde dat de Canada’s Premier Stephen Harper besloot de
CHOGM te boycotten

(courtesy : http://www.nytimes.com)

overestimated his own importance; or else, the

No decision to repeal certain
sections of 13 Amendment — Basil

National Organizer of the SLFP, Minister Basil Rajapaksa said yesterday that the government
has still not reached finality on the longstanding proposition to repeal certain sections of the
13th Amendment to the Constitution considered obstacles to government’s development initia-
tive.

He said the effort envisaged the scrapping of land and police powers, an issue which has
gathered momentum with the impending Northern PC polls.

Rajapaksa was of the opinion that whatever the UPFA government’s final decision on the matter
was, it would be the moral obligation and responsibility of all constituent political parties to
abide by the President’s decision to conduct the Northern PC polls in September this year.
Meanwhile, Leader of the National Freedom Front (NFF), Minister Wimal Weerawansa had
stated that this party will start campaigning countrywide from tomorrow (13) to create aware-
ness amongst the masses on the importance of conducting the Northern PC poll sans the
controversial police and land powers.

When asked to comment on his party’s position on this crucial issue, Weerawansa refused to
discuss it and promptly disconnected the line.

The Jathika Hela Urumaya (JHU) another constituent Party in the UPFA government led by
Minister Patali Champika Ranawaka had also taken up the position that the party is opposed to
holding the Northern PC polls and would campaign against it.

Basil Rajapaksa said that President Mahinda Rajapaksa would make the announcement calling
for the holding of PC polls to the Northern, North Western and the Central Provinces at an
auspicious time so that the elections could be held in September. The UPFA would not name its
chief ministerial candidate as usual and its list of candidates would be multifaceted.

The UPFA list would include candidates of its constitutional parties such as the EPDP led by
Minister Douglas Devananda in the Jaffna district, All Ceylon Muslim Congress (ACMC) headed
by Minister Rishard Bathuideen in the Wanni district and the candidates of the Left parties in
the coalition, the Minister told The Sunday Island.He said candidates of the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party (SLFP) the main constituent party of the UPFA and independent Tamil candidates includ-
ing academics, lawyers, doctors and intellectuals who had no affiliations whatsoever with any
militant group or political party will also be included in the list..

Newspaper advertisements calling for applications from such individuals have been inserted to
appear in many Tamil newspapers on Sunday (12) while discussions with prospective indi-
vidual candidates are also continuing, he noted.

“The government has expectations that those elected should be good people who are dedi-
cated to be of service to the Tamil community after the conclusion of the elections in the North”,
he explained.

(Courtesy : http://www.island.lk)
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