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Sri Lanka and India
mull visa on arrival

by Manjula Fernando

Sri Lanka and India have agreed to a bilateral
consular dialogue to discuss the visa on ar-
rival that would lead to a visa-free regime be-
tween the two countries.

India’s High Commissioner in Colombo Ashok
K. Kantha said that Sri Lanka and India must
work towards a visa-free regime since a two-
way flow of tourists reinforces friendly fies
between the two countries.

He said India’s policy has been to facilitate Sri
Lankan travellers to India with a liberal visa
regime for all types of travellers — pilgrims, tour-
ists and the business community with almost
everyone being issued visas within one work-
ing day.

“We are progressively moving towards a visa
on arrival regime with some countries,” he said
adding that Sri Lanka is one of them. Asked if
the visa free travel between the two countries
would be a reality, he said that it is definitely
within the realm of possibility and this is some-
thing we need to encourage.” He said the Gov-
ernment will work out the modalities of the ar-
rangement.

“But that’s an objective we need to move to-
wards. Especially, between two friendly coun-
tries such as India and Sri Lanka, we should
have a very smooth movement of people,
goods, ideas and investment. This is some-
thing we need to encourage,” he said.

He said Sri Lanka should also be more ambi-
tious in tapping the Indian tourist sector.
“Indians are travelling overseas in larger num-
bers.”

Nearly one-fifth of foreign tourist arrivals in
Sri Lanka are from India. Kantha said the num-
ber of tourists from India to Sri Lanka at present
is a small fraction of the actual figure.

“If more than one million Indians can travel to
Singapore and Thailand every year, I don’t see
why the number of Indian tourists visiting Sri
Lanka should be less than 200,000, since Sri
Lanka has so much to offer as a tourist desti-
nation.

(courtesy- Sunday observer)

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC ARRESTS
LANKANS IN SMUGGLING CASE

The National Investigations Department
(DNI) arrested members of a people
trafficking network with possible links to
international terrorist cells, who used
Dominican Republic as a bridge from
Cuba, France, Spain, Sri Lanka and
Haiti.

DNI chief operating officer Fidel Paulino
identified the Sri Lankan- Canadian
Karunanithy Nallathamby as the group’s
leader, arrested in Sosua, Puerto Plata,
while Kanthaany Siresh or Sriram Kannan,
and Ganesh Mahenderan, or David Kristen
and Kohulan Selvarasa, were detained in
a house where they had hidden during two
months.

The DNI said Nallathamby had stolen
original passports from a passport office
in Canada to alter them and sell to Indian
nationals who entered Dominican territory
along the border with Haiti.

In a press conference on Wednesday, the
official said Nallathamby had been oper-

ating in the country during eight months,
but came and went regularly to Canada
where he came with four and five pass-
ports called “machetes” according to his
own statements.

Paulino said the preliminary information
shows that the network ‘s leader managed
to smuggled more than 60 people into the
country, mostly from the Middle East,
whose whereabouts are being investi-
gated. “They were then taken to Sosua
where they stayed two months and then
was sent to the United States and Canada
via the various airport terminals in the coun-
try, particularly through Las Americas In-
ternational Airport.”

He said the head of the network trafficked
persons to the United States and Europe,
with criminal cases pending in their home
country using Dominican Republic as a
bridge.

He said to enter Dominican territory, net-
work members Siresh, Ganesh and

Selvarasa used the Sri Lanka-France
route, then to Haiti, and from there to this
nation, while the Sri Lankan Karunanithy
went to Spain, from there to Cuba and then
Dominican Republic via Haiti, and once in
the country, to Sosua; Puerto Plata.

“The variation of this route is because the
members of this network at all times sought
to throw off Dominican Republic’s secu-
rity and immigration agencies,” Paulino
said.

"The authontles reportedly want to know if

the network had any links or accomplices
in the military services at the border and
the airports.

Paulino added that last September Siresgh
tried to leave the country via the Puerto
Plata Aiport, using the forged passport
JG495041, registered to the Canadian
Tulsie Ran Budhran, but evaded and to
escape from the agents.

(Courtesy : dailymirror.1k)

Airconditioned trains to Kandy_

by Ranil Wijayapala

The Railway Department will tomorrow
launch its first train service with
airconditioned compartments for passen-
gers travelling between Kandy and Co-
lombo, after its first run from Kandy to
Colombo, General Manager of the Rail-
ways B.A.P. Ariyaratne told the Sunday
Observer.

“We are launching this airconditioned train
service targeting the crowds visiting
Kandy during the weekends”, he said.
After the train service begins tomorrow
from Kandy to Colombo, it will run be-
tween Colombo and Kandy from Friday
evening to Monday morning and passen-
gers who travel on this train should reserve
their seats in advance.

Accordmg to the schedule the train will
start its run from Colombo Fort on Friday,
Saturday and Sunday at 5.50 p.m. and
leave Kandy at 5.50 a.m. on Saturday,
Sunday and Monday.

“At present we have scheduled this train
only on weekends and it will be extended
to other days depending on the demand
for the service”, Ariyaratne said.

He said the Railway Department is mak-

ing arrangements for passengers to reserve
their seats even one month ahead, deviat-
ing from the current reservation process
that enables passengers to reserve seats
only two weeks in advance.

He said the train service will be more com-
fortable for passengers to travel between
Colombo and Kandy and the fee will be
Rs.500 per one way journey as it is first
class. Around 220 seats are available.
He said the Department is launching this
new train service apart from the normal
intercity train between Colombo and
Kandy.

“This will also be an intercity train service
as it will stop only at Peradeniya, Ragama
and Gampaha”, he said.

“We expect this service to be a boon for
the tourism industry in the country and it
will also be a tourist attraction™ he said.
(courtesy- Sunday observer)

Zum ersten Mal seit 1973 wird die Queen
nicht bei dem Treffen der Regierungsleiter
des Commonwealth dabei sein, wie Sky
News erfahren hat.

QUELLEN SAGEN, DASS PRINZ CHARLES DABEI
IST, ALS DAS MITGLIED DER KONIGLICHEN
FAMILIE BENANNT ZU WERDEN, WELCHES AN
IHRER STATT IN SRI LANKA SPATTER IN DIESEM
JAHR AN DEM TREFFEN TEILNEHMEN WIRD.
ES IST UNKLAR, WARUM DIE QUEEN, WELCHE
DAS OBERHAUPT DES COMMONWEALTH IST,
SICH DAZU ENTSCHLOSSEN HAT, NICHT DABEI
ZU SEIN, ABER VIELE WERDEN DIE ENTSCHEIDUNG
ALS TEIL EINER BEWEGUNG ZUM
TRANSFERIEREN EINIGER
VERANTWORTLICHKEITEN AN IHREN ERBEN
SEHEN.

DIE BRITISCHE MONARCHIN WURDE FRUHER IN
DIESEM JAHR INS KRANKENHAUS GEBRACHT,
DA SIE AN SYMPTOMEN EINER (GASTROENTERITIS
LITT, ABER ES IST NICHT BEKANNT, OB DIESE
ENTSCHEIDUNG AUF GESUNDHEITLICHE GRUNDE
ZURUCKGEHT.

Beim CHOGM ersetzt Vlellelcht Charles die Queen

UND WENN DAS CHOGM ERrgiGNis 2015 IN
(GROBBRITANNIEN STATTFINDET, DANN WERDEN
VIELE FRAGEN, OB DIE QUEEN, DIE ZU DER ZEIT
89 SEIN WIRD, WAHRSCHEINLICH NOCH AN EINEM

WEITEREN SOLCHER TREFFEN IN IHRER

LEBENSZEIT TEILNEHMEN WIRD.

Die FUHRER DER 54 COMMONWEALTH
NATIONEN TREFFEN SICH ALLE ZWEI JAHRE, UM
KOLLEKTIV DIE GLOBALEN PROBLEME ZU
DISKUTIEREN UND SICH DARUBER ABZUSTIMMEN.
Die QUEEN WAR BEI DEM LETZTEN CHOGM
TREFFEN IN PERTH, AUSTRALIEN, 2011
ANWESEND.

LETZTES JAHR REPRASENTIERTEN DIE
JUNGEREN GENERATIONEN DER KONIGLICHEN
FAMILIE DIE QUEEN IN DEN UBERSEE-STAATEN
ALS TEIL . .IHRER = DIAMANTENEN
JUBILAUMSEFEIERN.

BUCKINGHAM PALACE WIRD WAHRSCHEINLICH
VORSCHLAGEN, DASS PRINZ CHARLES IN SRI
LANKA ANWESEND IST, WAS EINFACH EINE
FORTSETZUNG SEINER GESTEIGERTEN ROLLE IN
DER FAMILIE IST.

ABER EINIGE SAGEN WAHRSCHEINLICH VORAUS,
DASS DIESE ENTWICKLUNG DEN WEG FUR DEN

PRINZ OF WALES BEREIT MACHEN WIRD, DAMIT

ER DAS NACHSTE OBERHAUPT DES
COMMONWEALTH WIRD, OBWOHL DIE ROLLE
NICHT AUTOMATISCH AN DEN ALTESTEN SOHN
DER QUEEN FALLT.

Dies FOLGT AUCH KOMMENTAREN VON
AUSTRALIENS PREMIERMINISTERIN JULIA
GILLARD, DIE ES UNTERSTUTZT, DASS CHARLES
DIE COMMONWEALTH ROLLE UBERNIMMT,
OBWOHL SIE ES VORZIEHT, IN RICHTUNG EINER
REPUBLIK ZU GEBEN, WENN DIE QUEEN EINMAL

NICHT LANGER AUF DEM THRON IST.

Fr. GILLARD SAGTE IM MARz: “Was
AUSTRALIENB BETRITT, SO BIN ICH SICHER,
DASS DER NACHFOLGER DER QUEEN EINES
TAGES MIT DER SELBEN HERVORRAGENDEN
HALTUNG WIE ES IHRE MAJESTAT GETAN HAT,
ALS LEITER DES COMMONWEALTH DIENEN
WIRD.

IN EINER FERNSEHBOTSCHAFT, DIE AN [HREM
21. GEBURTSTAG IN KAPSTADT AUFGENOMMEN
WURDE, SAGTE DIE DAMALIGE PRINZESSIN
ELizABETH DEM COMMONWEALTH: ,,ICH
ERKLARE IHNEN ALLEN, DASS MEIN GANZES
LEBEN, SEI ES LANG ODER KURZ [HREM DIENST
GEWIDMET SEIN SOLL, SOWIE DEM DIENST
UNSERER GROBEN IMPERIALEN FAMILIE, ZU DER
WIR ALLE GEHOREN.

MAN DENKT JEDOCH NICHT, DASS DIE
ABWESENHEIT DER QUEEN BEIM TREFFEN IM
NOWEMBER MIT EMPFINDLICHKEITEN WEGEN
SrR1 LANKAS MENSCHENRECHTSBERICHT — DER
KANADAS PREMIERMINISTER STEPHEN HARPER
DAZU GEBRACHT HAT, DEN CHOGM zu
BOYKOTTIEREN - VERBUNDEN IST.
(MIT FREUNDLICHER GENEHMIGUNG
COLOMBOGAZETTE.COM)
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