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Northern expressway work to begin next year

By Damith Wickremasekara

Construction work of the northern Expressway starting from Enderamulla in the W
Gampaha district and ending in Dambulla will start early next year, Highways Ministry v
Secretary and Road Development Authority (RDA) Chairman R.-W.R. Premasiri
said.

He said the first phase of the project — from Enderamulla to Ambepussa — is
expected to cost US$ 1 billion (Rs. 130 billion) and would be completed with Chinese
assistance.

The project to be handled by the Chinese on a Build-Operate-and-Transfer basis
also includes a separate expressway extending from the Ambepussa interchange to
Kandy. ”One of the main aims of this project is to provide the necessary infrastructure
to develop the tourist industry in the country while providing a better transport
network,” Mr. Premasiri said.

He said preliminary work such as identifying the road corridor and finalising the road
alignment with tentative acquisition boundaries had been completed. The proposed
Enderamulla-Ambepussa stretch of the expressway will be constructed in most part
parallel to the railway line, paddy, marshy and uncultivated areas. Only a few populated
areas would be affected by the project.

The expressway to Ambepussa will go through Horape, Ragama, Walpola, Batuwatte,
Bulugahagoda, Ganemulla, Yagoda, Gampaha, Daraluwa, Bemmulla, Magalegoda,
Heendeniya, Veyangoda, Wadurawa, Keenawala, Pallewela, Ganegoda, Mirigama
and Bothale.

The 52.8 km Enderamulla-Ambespussa stretch will have five interchanges, 50
overpasses and 30 underpasses.

The second phase of the project envisages the extension of the expressway upto
Pallendeniya in Kurunegala. It will pass through Boyawalane, Pothupitiya, Dampalassa,
Ganegoda and Dehikumbura before ending in Pellendeniya, about five kilometres
from the Kurunegala town.

The second phase will cover a distance of 39 km with three interchanges at Pothupitiya,
Dampalassa and Pallendeniya. There will be 30 overpasses and five underpasses. The
third phase of the project will be the construction of the 45.7 km motorway from
Ambepussa to Kandy. This road will have interchanges at Rambukkana and Hedeniya
and will pass through Devalegama, Pinnawala, Rambukkana, Hatharaliyadda,
Hedeniya. A significant feature of his expressway is the construction of a one km long
tunnel.

In addition, a 12 km ring road will be constructed between Gannoruwa and
Katugastota to reduce traffic congestion in the Kandy city.

Acting US Assistant AG has

The United States’ newly appointed Acting

, : )
‘y’\_‘g g the terman cordition, shaut
{ == 1000 m lengh trne secion has bee®

The final stage of the project will take the expressway from Pallendeniya to Dambulla
covering a distance of 62 km. There will be three interchanges at Pellandeniya,
Galewela and Dambulla.

This stretch of the expressway will pass through Wallawa, Gokarella, Melsiripura,
Omaragolla and Galewela, before reaching Dambulla.

(Courtesy : sundaytimes.lk)

Lankan roots

In Maryland, she served as Branch Chief
of the district’s Greenbelt office and then

Honor from the International Narcotic
Enforcement Officers’ Association.

In 2006, on a detail from the U.S.
Attorney’s Office, she served as Senior

Assistant Attorney General has her roots | %

in Sri Lanka. Mythili Raman is the
daughter of A. Tharmaratnam, who served
the International Financial Corporation of
the World Bank, and granddaughter of C
Loganathan, a former general manager of
the Bank of Ceylon. Her parents are from
Vadaramarachchi, Jaffna.

. Ms. Raman, the newly appointed Acting
Assistant Attorney General for the
Criminal Division of the U.S. Justice
Department and successor to Mr. Lanny
Breuer, is widely acclaimed in legal circles
as a trailblazer in the Justice Department.
Ms. Raman had her undergraduate degree
from Yale, and obtained a law degree from
the University of Chicago. As head of the
Criminal Division, Ms. Raman oversees
nearly 600 attorneys who prosecute
federal criminal cases across the country
and help develop criminal law. She also
works closely with 93 United States
Attorneys in connection with the
investigation and prosecution of criminal
matters in their districts. Ms. Raman has
been serving in the Criminal Division since
August 2008, first as Acting Chief of Staff
and, from September 2, 2009 to March 1,
2013, as Principal Deputy Assistant
Attorney General and Chief of Staff.
Ms. Raman joined the Department of
Justice in 1996, as a trial attorney in the

Criminal Division’s Narcotic and
Dangerous Drug Section, where she
prosecuted narcotics cases in districts
across the country. From 1999 to 2008,
she served as an Assistant United States
Attorney in the U.S. Attorney’s Office for
the District of Maryland, where she
prosecuted and supervised dozens of
criminal cases involving violent crime,
financial fraud, narcotics, child exploitation
and civil rights offences.

as the district’s Appellate Chief. For her
work in Greenbelt, Ms. Raman received
numerous honours and awards, including
the Director’s Award for Superior

Counsel to the Deputy Attorney General,
advising the Deputy Attorney General on
a variety of criminal law matters and
managing the day-to-day work of the
President’s Identity Theft Task Force.

Performance and the Special Award of

(Courtesy : sundaytimes.lk)

ENGLISH

A foreign spy agency tapping
Defence Secretary’s phone

Defence Secretary Gotabaya Rajapaksa has complained to his mobile phone service
provider that his phone is being tapped by an organised team with the intention of
gathering national security secrets, according to a newspaper report.

A special investigation that looked into this complaint has revealed that those behind it
were linked to a foreign mission in Colombo as well as a powerful foreign spy agency.
The report adds:

In addition to tapping the phone of the Defence Secretary, the phones of several other
VIPs were being tapped by the same group, which possesses sophisticated phone-
tapping equipment, the investigations have revealed.

The mobile-telecom service provider has also begun a probe to ascertain if national
security was being compromised and if there is an attempt to tamper with the
telecommunication system of the country by those engaged in wiretapping.
(Courtesy : sundaytimes.lk)
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