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The people of Sri Lanka have
seen their hopes for a peaceful
settlement to the country’s ethnic
conflict raised many times in the
past and then shattered to pieces
every time. Whenever the peace
negotiation breaks down, blaming
match starts as to who was the
culprit. LTTE and the government
accuse each other for ‘killing the
peace process’ while ordinary

people watch in despair and dis-

belief.

Hopes were raised to new heights
when the latest peace negotiations
facilitated by Norway commenced
last year. However skeptics have
already started predicting that yet
another round of the slanging
match is in the making and the
peace process will fall apart. Oth-
ers have more faith in the ability
of the international mediators who
are assisting the parties in con-
flict. The latest threat to the talks
has taken the shape of accusations
that the LTTE is actively recruit-
ing child soldiers and also unlaw-
fully collecting taxes from the

- people.

Widespread concern and anxiety
is evident among ordinary people
in both communities that the
peace process should not be al-
lowed to be derailed this time on
any pretext or excuse. Peace ac-
tivists are also working overtime.

LTTE has used the latest round of
peace talks with the government
which took place in Berlin to
calm down the situation by giving
a categorical - undertaking that
there would be no recruitment of
child soldiers in the future. Ac-
cording to chief Government ne-
gotiator Prof G. L. Peiris the
LTTE had gone one step further,
agreeing to submit itself to the
scrutiny of the UNICEF vis-a-vis
child soldiers. This is the first
time the LTTE has volunteered to
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Child soldiers threaten the peace process

come under the monitoring
mechanism, Prof. Peiris told jour-
nalists at the end of the first day
of the fifth round of peace talks.
As far as the rehabilitation of the
existing child soldiers is con-
cerned, this would be the joint
responsibility of the government
and the LTTE , which will be
monitored by the UNICEF. The
UNICEF has not played a role in
this regard earlier, Prof Peiris
said.

President’s move

In the meantime, President Chan-
drika Kumaratunga has ordered
the Army and Police chiefs to
take ’ immediate action’ to stop
abductions and other ceasefire
violations by the LTTE. In a letter
to Army Chief Lionel Balagalle
and Police Chief T.E. Anandaraja,
the President ordered them to
‘apprehend the culprits whoever
they maybe and bring them before
the law.’
had been a sharp increase in the

number of abductions reported .

from the East, the President sup-
ported the claims with evidence in
the form of confidential docu-
ments attached. Among the docu-
ments are details of violations
reported to the Sri Lanka Moni-
toring Mission between February
and December 2002 and a list of
names of abducted children, sub-
mitted by the Bishop of Trinco-
malee.

Bishop warns
Trincomalee-Batticaloa Bishop
Kingsley Swampillai has warned
the LTTE that unless it immedi-
ately stops abductions and con-
scription of children, he will take
up the issue with international
human rights groups. The warning
was given when the Bishop met
LTTE’s Batticaloa and Ampara
military wing leader Ramesh’.

The Bishop at his meeting handed

Maintaining that there’

over a list of those reportedly ab-
ducted by the LTTE. The Bishop
submitted 25 names, of which 15
were below 18, and gave details
of names, time and place of ab-
duction. These abductions had
taken place from mid December
to date.

Distraught and shattered. Pullaiammah lost her only son to the LTTE on
January 24 this year, when the Tigers forcibly dragged Indrakumar from

and continued recruitment, Sri
Lanka Monitoring Mission chief
Trond Furuhovde said that the
SLMM had set out very clearly to
the LTTE that the practice was a
violation of international rules
and regulations.

his home in Batticaloa. Photo by Buddhika Weerasinghe (Sunday Leader)

The LTTE area leader denied that
such abductions had taken place.
The Bishop handed over the list
of names and wanted them to
check with the relevant people
and if they were in LTTE custody
to release them immediately.

The Bishop also informed the
LTTE that the issue should be
taken seriously as it would affect
the peace talks. Parents and fami-
lies of the abducted for the past
few weeks have sought help from
the Bishop to intervene in the
matter.

What the SLMM says

Commenting about child soldiers

"They can’t do it," Furuhove said
in an interview. "It upsets a lot of
people. It has upset the interna-
tional society and everybody
knows that.”

SLMM reports in the past few
months have shown that child
abductions and drafting continues
unabated.

"Sometimes I wonder why they
don’t stop-it," he continued. "That
is the question everybody else is
asking themselves. There is no
difference between my feeling in
this issue and anybody else’s. On
the contrary, I bring this up more
or less at every meeting I have.”
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LTTE gives new assurances

"The LTTE understands that this
is a breach of international rules
and regulations. To build their
image and to be accepted by the
international community, they
have to react according to interna-
tional requirements."

However, Furuhovde pointed out
that his understanding of the
LTTE was that they didn’t want
to be forced or pushed into a
situation — dictated a solution.
They want self-determination and
the freedom to find their own so-
lution. The LTTE needs support
to find a solution, he said.

Furuhovde said he found the phe-
nomenon of continuing LTTE
child recruitment "strange" be-
cause the Tiger leadership ex-
pressed commitment to eradicat-
ing the practice. He explained that
he found the leadership very con-
cerned about ending child draft-

ing.

"On the other hand, something
is happening in the local areas
that doesn’t correspond with
decisions taken by the leader-
ship,” he pointed out. "This is
something we can see all the
time".

Furuhovde said the Tigers need
co-operation. "There will be no

quick fix," he warned.

According to the Sunday

" Leader, Chairman, Sri Lanka

Monitoring Mission (SLMM) in
Batticaloa, Heikki Hulkkonen
has said that the LTTE has told
the SLMM, for every child that
escapes, it will take hostage an-
other member of that family.
Hulkkonen revealed that since the
peace process began in February
last year, the LTTE has abducted
270 children from Batticaloa.
(Continued on page 23)
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LTTE Blast: Peace process
suffers a jolt

The incident in which three members of
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) blasted themselves and a boat
this morning after they were caught trans-
porting weapons and ammunition, violat-
ing the ceasefire agreement, came hours
before the fifth round of talks between
Colombo and the Tigers began in Berlin.
This creates an ominous setting for the
ongoing negotiations, with all indications
of further difficulties for the fragile peace
process. However, facilitators Norway
have said that the talks will continue as
scheduled.

According to sources, the Sri Lankan
Navy apprehended the boat on Thursday
night about four nautical miles south of
the northern Delft islet. Subsequently, the
Navy and the LTTE agreed to wait for the
arrival of truce monitors from the Sri
Lanka Monitoring Mission (SLMM). The
truce monitors — two Norwegians and a
Tamil interpreter from Jaffna — who
boarded the vessel early this morning,
found one 23mm anti-aircraft gun, 1 AK-
47 assault rifle with several hundred
rounds of ammunition and three hand gre-
nades. They escaped unhurt as they
jumped overboard when the Tigers set
fire to their boat. The boat reportedly ex-
ploded around 11 a.m.

The Sri Lankan President, Chandrika Ku-
maratunga, today directed the Navy com-
mander to take into custody the boats and
weapons, according to the Presidential
secretariat. She said the LTTE cadres may
be released "after obtaining from them a
written agreement that they will not en-
gage in such activities in the future".

Ms. Kumaratunga had discussed the issue
with the Defence Minister on Thursday
night and termed it a "very serious situa-
tion". The Navy was instructed to take
into custody all weapons and military
sensitive equipment together with the
boats.

"It is clearly a violation of the ceasefire
they are transporting guns and ammuni-
tion," the SLMM spokesman, Teitur Tor-
kelsson, told The Hindu, adding, "this is
the only time we found both ammunition

and weapons being transported” by the
LTTE since the ceasefire came into effect
nearly a year ago.

According to reports, the Tigers set the
boat on fire after which the truce monitors
and the interpreter jumped from the ves-
sel. Subsequently the LTTE cadres ex-
ploded themselves, taking the boat down
with them. "It is quite sad and useless to
see the three people take their lives," Mr.
Torkelsson said, adding, "its quite clear
that this is something that can be expected
in such a way. It would be naive to think
that nothing like this will happen". (The
Hindu)

Talks to continue

According the TamilNet, Three cadres of
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam Fri-
day afternoon around 12.40 p.m.killed
themselves by blowing up their trawler
following an inspection by the monitors
of the Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission,
SLMM sources said.

The full text of the press release by the
Norwegian embassy follows:

"On 7 February an incident on a Sea Ti-
ger vessel near the Delft islands resulted
in the tragic loss of three lives.

The situation leading up to the incident
had been discussed between the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka (GOSL) and the Lib-
eration Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) on
6 February. On the evening of the same
day, the parties agreed on a procedure to
resolve the matter by asking the Sri Lanka
Monitoring Mission (SLMM) to conduct
an inspection of the vessels involved to
clarify the situation. Due to an apparent
communication failure between the LTTE
naval commander and the cadres on board
one vessel, the crew members were not
informed of the agreed procedure, and the
cadres set fire to the vessel and took their
own lives.

In cooperation with the SLMM, the par-
ties will review existing procedures in
order to avoid similar incidents in the fu-
ture. The ongoing session of peace talks
will continue as scheduled."

‘Oluvil Declaration’ by
Eastern Muslims

Muslims in the East have proclaimed an
‘Oluvil Declaration’, under which a
separate Muslim region has been de-
manded. Up to 65,000 Muslims are re-
ported to have attended the procession
outside the South Eastern University on
the Akkaraipattu-Kalmunai Road where
the demand for a traditional homeland
for the Muslims has been made for the
first time.

The salient feature of the ‘Oluvil Decla-
ration’ is the demand to merge the Mus-
lim-dominated areas in the North and
East and create a separate self-
autonomous region. The organisers
stated that as the Muslims have their own
identity, religion and culture, a demand
such as this was timely, especially in the
backdrop of the current peace talks.

The procession, which was organised by
the undergraduates of the South Eastern

University, included people from all
walks of life hailing from the Muslim-
dominated parts of the North East. Some
analysts have said that this show of
strength is a setback for SLMC leader
Rauf Hakeem, whose leadership is being
challenged by Muslims in the East.
[ColomboPage]

Oil struck in Rajasthan

In another boost to the country's efforts to
increase domestic hydrocarbon produc-
tion, Scottish multi-national Cairn Energy
has struck an estimated 20 million tonnes
of oil and gas reserves in Barmer district
of Rajasthan.

This was announced by the Petroleum
Minister, Ram Naik, at a functionfor the
signing of 23 production-sharing con-
tracts under the third round of the NELP.
(The Hindu)

Warne pulls out of
Cricket World Cup

Australian star Shane Warne has pulled
out of the Cricket World Cup after appar-
ently taking a banned substance inadver-
tently while recovering from a shoulder
injury.

Warne, one of Wisden’s five
greatest players of the 20th century, re-
turned to the Australian squad for the
World Cup after making a much faster
than anticipated recovery from a dislo-
cated shoulder in December.

IrishExaminer.com

World Cup is a victory
for cricket - Vajpayee

Contending that no matter which team
wins, cricket will win at the World Cup in
South Africa, Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee said adding people
in India would very much like "our boys
in blue" to win.

"Just look at the spirit of interna-
tionalism that today pervades the cricket-
ing world, with the start of the World Cup
tournament in South Africa,” he told an
international youth conference on terror-
ism in Delhi. (Indian Express)

SRI LANKR'S
SUICIDE RATE
DROPS

Sri Lanka's suicide rate, among the high-
est in the world, has dropped substantially
over the past five years, police statistics
released showed.

There were 4,955 suicides reported in
2001 compared to 5,412 in 2000 and
8,591 five years ago, according to police.

On average, 35 Sri Lankans per 100,000
people killed themselves in 1997, police
said. By contrast, the rate in the United
States that year was 11 suicides for every
100,000 people.

More than 90,000 have taken their own
lives in Sri Lanka since 1983, compared
with 65,000 people killed in the island's
19-year-old civil war.

Police spokesman Rienzie Perera said
police, with the help of experts, are exam-
ining factors that may have led to the de-
cline in the number of suicides. He said
an awareness campaign by police and
psychiatrists, who have been visiting
schools, universities and industrial areas,
may have helped.

Perera said alcoholism and depression
were the main causes of suicide in Sri
Lanka, along with family problems and
work tension. He said a lack of psycho-
logical help, a culture of suicide and the
easy availability of deadly insecticides
across the island of 18.6 million people
may have contributed to the high number.
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LTTE gets Rs. 35m Japan aid

Japan, the new entrant to the
country’s peace process between
the government and the LTTE,
has decided to grant Rs. 35 mil-
lion as an outright gift to the
LTTE Secretariat at Kili-
nochchi, The Sunday Times
learns.

This follows a deliberate change
of focus by the Japanese govern-
ment to play a more participa-
tory role in the peace process at
the expense of earning the wrath
of neighbouring India, and pos-
sibly upstaging the current fa-
cilitators, Norway, according to
diplomatic sources.

The new hands-on approach by
the Japanese government comes
in the wake of its special envoy
Yasushi Akashi’s recent visit to
LTTE-held Kilinochchi and his
meeting with the rebel organisa-
tion political wing leader S.P.
Thamilselvan. The meeting was
presided over by controversial
Norwegian ambassador Jon
Westborg.

A sumptuous lunch of lobster
and jumbo- prawn hosted by the
LTTE followed the meeting.
The LTTE had welcomed the
Japanese involvement in the
country’s peace process, espe-
cially its offer of economic as-

sistance.

LTTE leader Velupillai Prab-
hakaran had not met Mr. Akashi
but had sent him a message say-
ing he was willing to meet the
Japanese special envoy when-
ever required provided LTTE’s
chief negotiator Anton Bal-
asingham was present at those
meetings.

Sources said that until a few
months ago, Japan was reluctant
to provide cheques direct to the
LTTE, questioning its legiti-
macy and its bona fides, but has
changed its stance on the issue
since. The money for the LTTE
Secretariat, formally known as
the Peace Secretariat’, is for the
purchase of computers, furniture
etc. Officially, the Secretariat
also has a Sri Lanka government
representative on it.

However, the new Japanese ini-
tiative has reportedly not found
favour with the Indian govern-
ment, and it has expressed its
concern " in no uncertain terms"
when Mr. Akashi visited New
Delhi recently and met Indian
Foreign Secretary Kanwar Sibal,
The Sunday Times learns.
(Edited for space The Sunday
Times )

Sihala Urumaya London Branch
promises FM channel

Black flags
greet JJ in
Jaffna

Norway appoints new head for
Sri Lanka cease-fire monitors

The UK branch of the Sihala
Urumaya has promised to gift
all the communication equip-
ment necessary for the party to -
establish a radio station of its
own.

SU leaders met Telecommunica-
tion Regulatory Authority offi-
cials and made their request.
They were asked to represent
matters to the Mass Communi-
cation Ministry, which is au-
thorized to grant the licence.
The SU made this application
following the expansion of the
Tiger Radio with imported mod-
ern equipment.

The SU criticized the approval
granted by the government to
import such sophisticated equip-
ment and demanded that the

LTTE’s licence be cancelled. It
also criticized the role of the
Norwegian embassy in clearing
the equipment.

The London branch of the SU
has said it would provide all the
necessary communication
equipment for the party to have
its own radio.

The government meanwhile said
it was constantly monitoring the
Tiger Radio transmission to see
whether conditions of the li-
cence and frequency allocation
are violated.

The Tigers have started limited
programs in Sinhala to woo the
South. (ColomboPage)

Dr. Jayalath Jayawardena, Min-
ister for Rehabilitation, Recon-

= struction and Refugees for the

North was met with a sea of
black flags when he made a
rushed visit to Jaffna last week
over another rice scandal, in-
volving his ministry.

This time around the minister
and his staff are being accused
of sending cheap quality rice to
Jaffna, which a senior naval rat-
ing commented could be pur-
chased in India for a mere Rs.
10/- per kilo.

The 4000 tons of rice, imported
from India, apart from being of
cheap quality carried only 37.5
kilos per bag when the consign-
ment should have had 50 kilos
for every bag. Two months ago
also, three thousand tons of par
boiled red rice sent to Jaffna by
the Ministry for Rehabilitation,
Resettlement and Refugees was
deemed unfit for human con-
sumption.

The 3000 tons of bad rice had
been purchased on the instruc-
tions of Minister, Dr. Jayalath
Jayawardena and was part of
monthly rations to feed nearly
100,000 internally displaced
families in the Jaffna Peninsula.
The issue caused a storm - so
much so a senior .UN official
confronted Dr. Jayalath Jay-
awardena with the issue but had
been told flippantly that good
rice was probably replaced with
bad, -at mid sea.

Selliah Pathmanathan, the Gov-
ernment Agent for Jaffna at the
time said the uneatable rice,
which was of the unpolished
variety arrived brownish in col-
our, giving off a bad odour. A
similar situation has once more
arisen. (Sunday Leader)

Norway announced the appoint-
ment on of a new chief of inter-
national monitors keeping track
of a cease-fire in Sri Lanka -
between the government and
Tamil rebels. Furuhovde, also a
retired major general, has led
the monitors since a Norwegian
brokered cease-fire was agreed
to on Feb. 22, 2002, between the
Sri Lanka - government and the
Liberation Tigers of Tamileelam
to end 19 years of fighting. Nor-
way has mediated ongoing
peace talks, seeking a permanent
end to the war.

The Tamil Tigers have been
fighting government forces for a
separate homeland for Sri
Lanka’s minority ethnic Tamils
since 1983.

Both sides in the conflict ex-

pressed "deep appreciation” for
Furhovde’s efforts, and asked
that another Norwegian be ap-
pointed to succeed him.

Tellefsen will take over in late
February or early March, while
his predecessor will continue to
act as an adviser to the Norwe-
gian government in the peace
process.

During his career in the Royal
Norwegian Army, Tellefsen
commanded a multinational
peacekeeping and observer force
monitoring Egypt and Israel
from 1997-2001; commanded
U.N peacekeeping forces in Ma-
cedonia in 1994-1995; and was
responsible for recruiting and
training Norwegian peacekeep-
ers from 1989-1994. (AP)

Jaffna remembers late Tamil

leader

G.G.Ponnambalam

The twenty sixth-death anniversary of the late Tamil leader Mr.G.
G.Ponnamabalam, the founder president of the All Ceylon Tamil
Congress (ACTC) and a popular leader of Tamils in the 50s was
observed in Jaffna , according to sources in Jaffna.

The statue of late leader G.G.Ponnambalam situated at Gurunagar

in Jaffna town was

morning garlanded by Mr. G.G.

Gajendrakumar, grandson of late leader " G.G." and the son of late
junior G.G.Ponnambalam (Kumar). Mr.Gajendrakumar is also a
Jaffna district Tamil National Alliance (TNA) parliamentarian.

A former commissioner of Jaffna Municipal Council Mr.C.V.K.
Sivagnanam speaking at the occasion recalled the services of late
leader G.G.Ponnambalam to the Tamil community.

At the Jaffna office of the Tamil United Liberation Front (TULF),
Mr. S.Aravindan, Jaffna Municipal Council member garlanded the
photograph of late leader Mr. G.G. Ponnambalam. Late leader Mr.
G. G. Ponnambalam was one of the three founder leaders of the
Tamil United Front formed in 1972. The other two were late Mr.S.
J.V.Chelvanayakam of the Ilankai Thamil Arasu Kachchai
(Federal Party) and Mr.Soumiamoorthy Thondaman, leader of the

Ceylon Workers Congress.

Meanwhile on representation made by Mr.Gajendrakumar security
officials agreed to reduce the check points from three to one for
Gurunagar fishermen to go to sea for fishing with immediate ef-
fect. Earlier Gurunagar fishermen had to go through three check
points in the area to go for fishing in the Jaffna lagoon, sources

said. [TamilNet]

SURGERY HOURS

54, Stud Road, Dandenong 3175
DENTAL SURGERY

Dr. Ravi Ravindran (B.D.S Adelaide)
Dr. Chelvy Ravindran (B.D.S Adelaide)

MONDAY 5.30 P.M to 7.00 P.M
TUESDAY 5.30 P.M to 7.00 P.M
WEDNESDAY 9.00 A.M to 12.00 Noon
THURSDAY 2.00 P.M to7.00 P.M
FRIDAY
SATURDAY 9.00 A.M to 3.00 P.M

5.30 P.M to 7.00 P.M

PLEASE RING FOR AN APPOINTMENT ON
97934763 (B.H) 98866450 ( A.H) 041 300 1709 ( Mobile )

A.V.MURUGIAH EC.A.
Chartered Accountant & Tax Agent

Aaran Murray & Co

L.V, Taxation Services

22 Hazelwood Road,
Morwell, Vic 3840.
Phone: (03) 5134 2711
Fax: (03) 5133 8223

Specialising in Small Business Taxation,

Accounting, Au(iiting & Financial Pianning

25 Van Der Haar Ave.,
Berwick, Vic 3806.
Phone / Fax:

(03) 9796 1615
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Who fas been used mightily by God in Srilankg, Italy, Germany,
Canada, France, Middle East, Singapore, Malasysia, England,
America ......... i3 coming to Melbourne now.,

The blind see...
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18 G 12 (More Car Parking A
Preston Market & Kelvin ev;
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“HAND OF GOD TAMIL CHURCH”  Preston Library meeting room,
P.O. Box: 534, ~ 266, Gower st, ‘
Rﬁsenmir, Vic -3073 Preston,Vic - 3072

Ph.: {03] 94604063 Time :9am- 10.30 am

'mmomn AUDIO & VIDEO (&iﬁ'ﬂ C(D'S & VCD'S in Tamil, ﬂulﬂynénm,

Hindi are available. Nnm tontact us on (03) 9460 4063
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Federal Solution Despite Defacto

Tamil Eelam

By: Prof P. Ramasamy
Source: TamilCanadian

Whatever is going to be the
eventual outcome of the politi-
cal dialogue between the LTTE
and the government of Sri
Lanka, it has to be admitted that
Tamil Eelam has enjoys a de-
facto existence. Considerable
parts of the north and east are
under the political and adminis-
trative control of the LTTE and
its related organization. If the
talks fails, it is only a matter of
time before the LTTE expels the
Sri Lankan forces concentrated
in the Jaffna peninsula. It could
have expelled these forces a few
years back if not for the treach-
erous role of the Indian govern-
ment. If Tamils are deprived of
substantial autonomy, then the
LTTE would have no option but
to expel the occupying forces.

Despite the defacto existence of
Tamil Eelam, the LTTE wants
sincerely to end the armed con-
flict through negotiations. This
is the reason why it agreed in
the initial stages of the peace
talks to opt for federal solution
as substitute for a separate state.
However, if substantial auton-
omy is not derived, then there is
real possibility that the objective
of a separate state could be re-
vived. This position has been
made very clear by the leader-
ship. However, there are certain
elements within the Sinhala so-
ciety and in India who are out to
spoil the on-going discussions
between the LTTE and the gov-
ernment. In India, the Frontline
has been coming out with arti-
cles in trying to ridicule and cast
aspersions on the stand taken by
the LTTE in regard to the peace
talks. One or two journalists of
this magazine went to the extent
of doubting the sincerity of the
LTTE by engaging in what they
termed as ‘“reality testing”.
Close reading of some of these
pieces provides indications that
their own reality is extremely
distorted; they don’t seem to
understand or refuse to under-
stand the changing role of the
LTTE in the last few years.

My recent visit to Wanni pro-
vides ample evidence that the
LTTE is serious about bringing
about a federal solution. My dis-
cussion with some of its leaders
provides important empirical
testimony that the outfit is not
necessarily obsessed with the
separate state. They are ready to
explore other possibilities such
as federal system as a permanent
political solution to Tamil prob-
lems. Recent delegations to
Europe to understand the work-
ings of some of the federal po-
litical systems and the attempts
by the leadership to conduct
courses on comparative political
systems for its political cadres

shows considerable flexibility in
the thinking of the leadership.
Unlike the scenario provided by
the Frontline and other publica-
tions, there is considerable dis-
cussion within the LTTE about
what kind of political system
that they should adopt.

The argument that the LTTE is
mechanical machinery merely
interested in pursuing an armed
option seems not to borne out by
my observations and discus-
sions. However, the LTTE is
extremely careful and is not go-
ing to jump on the federal band-
wagon. It realizes that for the
federal system to work in the
country two important dimen-
sions have to be incorporated in
the final settlement. The first is
that for a federal system to func-
tion, principles enunciated in the
Thimpu Talks should be incor-
porated—namely, the right to
internal self-determination, the
notion of Tamil nation-hood and
the concept of Tamil homeland
in the north and east. Beyond
this, the federal system should
also allow for continuation and
propagation of Tamil institu-
tions such as the armed forces,
the police, the judicial system
and others. These two dimen-
sions are of utmost important
for the LTTE and no federal
system would be able to accom-
modate the interests of Tamils
without these two fundamental
perquisites.

Of course, whether there is go-
ing to be federalism or not, is
not entirely in the hands of the
LTTE. However, the so called
independent journalists of the
Frontline, experts in reality test-
ing, are ever ready to cast the
blame on the LTTE if at all the
federal system does not take
shape. They do not realize that
for federalism to be meaningful
to Tamils, some sort of political
consensus is necessary among
various sections of the Sinhala
political elite. Presently, the
government in power simply
lacks the required two-thirds
majority in the parliament to
empower it to bring about con-
stitutional amendments. Well, if
the Sinhala elite are not pre-
pared to make far reaching
changes to the constitution, then
blame should not be transferred
to the LTTE (this is what the
Frontline experts are wanting to
do). As far as the LTTE is con-
cerned, if substantial autonomy
is not derived through political
changes, then it would have not
option but to think of external
self-determination.

A lasting solution to the ethnic
conflict in Sri Lanka, between
the Tamils and the Sinhala gov-
ernment requires imagination
and courage. While the LTTE is
prepared to renounce its quest
for a separate state, there is at

present no indications that the
Sinhala political elite especially
those with the opposition are
ready to respect this monumen-
tal sacrifice. For that matter,
even within the present govern-
ment, apart from a few notable
individuals, the word federalism
has caused considerable anxiety.
It is of utmost necessity on the
part of the Sinhala elite to get
their act together so that a per-
manent federal solution could be
worked. My recent discussions
and observations gives me the
impression that the LTTE is se-
rious about the prospect for the
federal solution. It is hoped that
the Sinhala elite would be able
to sink their differences in the
near future so that a new democ-
ratic federal system could take
shape in the country.

India not
to ban Pak
TV

The Centre ruled out a
ban on Pakistan TV or
evolution of a regulatory
mechanism to put any
check on the visual elec-
tronic media.

“PTV has launched a
campaign of hatred and
calumny against India
and is keen to see the
NDA defeated but there is
no proposal to ban it,”
Union Information and
Broadcasting Minister
Ravi Shankar Prasad told
mediapersons here, mak-
ing a special reference to
the coverage of Gujarat
elections by PTV.

Prasad said the visual
media should voluntarily
evolve a code like that in
the print media and exer-
cise restraint in reporting
sensitive issues like riots,
security and terrorism.

He said he was against
“moral policing” of pro-
grammes telecast by
various channels but cul-
tural values and Indian
standards of civilisation
must be respected. The
channels should them-
selves exercise self-
restraint in choice of con-
tent of their programmes,
he added.

Prasad said some propos-
als regarding foreign en-
try in news agencies had
been received by the
government but it was a
“very sensitive issue” and
would be considered
keeping in view the inter-
ests of our own news
agencies and the overall
situation.

Chennai on line

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Indians Mourn Death of
Astronaut Kalpana Chawla

Indians are expressing shock at
the loss of the space shuttle Co-
lumbia and the first Indian-born
woman to travel in space, 41-
year-old astronaut Kalpana
Chawla. Senior Indian officials
said they were saddened by the
loss of the shuttle, and offered
condolences to Kalpana
Chawla's family.

Kalpana Chawla was a national
heroine in India. Her official
NASA portrait was recently on
the cover of a leading Indian
news magazine, which voted her
the most prominent among mil-
lions of Indians to emigrate
overseas.

Born in Karnal, in northern In-
dia's Haryana state, Kalpana
Chawla received an undergradu-
ate degree in aeronautical engi-
neering from Punjab University
in 1982. After moving to the
United States, she earned a mas-
ters and a doctorate in the same
field. She also became a U.S.
citizen.

In 1994, she was selected by
NASA for a rigorous one-year
training program to serve as a
mission specialist on board shut-
tle missions. On her first shuttle
flight in 1997, she was initially
blamed for allowing a small sat-
ellite to spin out of control.
However, a post-flight NASA
evaluation absolved her of
blame.

Speaking just prior to the shuttle
Columbia's launch last month,
Kalpana Chawla said she was
awed by space travel. "Just
looking at earth, looking at the
stars during the night part of
earth; just looking at our planet
roll by and the speed at which it
goes by and the awe that it in-
spires; just so many such good
thoughts come to your mind
when you see all that," she said.
"Doing it again is like living a
dream, a good dream once
again."

Kalpana Chawla's parents and
several siblings had traveled to
the United States to witness her
most recent shuttle mission.
Many Karnal residents had gath-
ered at her former school to
celebrate the shuttle's return to
earth.

India's leading space scientists
are also expressing shock at the
news of the loss of the shuttle.
India has launched numerous
satellites, and is planning a mis-
sion to orbit the moon by the
end of the decade.

Nedumaran ill, admitted to
Cuddalore hospital

The Tamizhar Desiya Iyakkam
(TDI) leader, P. Nedumaran,
who had been detained under
POTA for his alleged pro-LTTE
remarks, was admitted to the
intensive coronary care unit
(ICCU) at the district govern-
ment headquarters hospital here
following complaints of vomit-
ing, abdominal pain, diarrhoea
and fever. 5

Mr. Nedumaran was admitted
to the ICCU around 2.45 p.m. in
view of the fact that the latter
had been suffering from diabe-
tes and coronary heart disease
and taking regular treatment at
the hospital in the central prison
here.

"His blood sugar was considera-
bly low indicating that he was
suffering from dehydration."
The RMO of the hospital, S.
Narayanasamy, said
Mr.Nedumaran was admitted to
the ICCU for treatment, close
monitoring and security reasons,
he pointed out. A medical team
had been formed to monitor his
health round-the-clock and para-
medical staff posted at the ward.
When Mr.Nedumaran was
brought to the district headquar-
ters hospital, he was running

102 degrees Fahrenheit. The
temperature became normal in
the evening. His BP and pulse
rate were also monitored. The
vomiting stopped, Dr.
Narayanasamy said. He would
be kept in the hospital for the
next 48 hours for observation,
he added.
"As he is a diabetic, frequent
travel to appear before courts in
different places and taking al-
tered diet and water might have
caused enteric infection', he
opined.
Meanwhile, two rights activists,
P. Kalyani and G. Sugumaran,
treaurer and secretary respec-
tively of the Federation of Peo-
ples Rights-Tamil Nadu and
Pondicherry, in a statement here
urged the State government to
"withdraw all the cases against
Mr.Nedumaran, who had under-
gone heart surgery, and other
POTA detenues." They also de-
manded their immediate release
"on humanitarian grounds."
They appealed to the political
parties and movements in the
State to voice the demand with a
view to protecting human rights.
(Edited from The Hindu)
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Tyagaraja
Festival 2003

The Academy of Indian Music, Aus-
tralia celebrates its annual Saint Tya-
garajah Festival on Saturday 8 March
2003 at the Crossway Centre, Vision
Drive, Burwood East, Victoria.

Admission to the morning & evening
sessions from 10:00am to 8:00pm is
free.

The festival will conclude with a
Veena recital by the South Indian
Maestro Sri R. Venkataraman at 8:00
pm at the same venue. For Tickets for
the Veena concerts contact (03) 9887
6241.
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‘Now offers a fast, safe and

secure money transfer service
to all parts of Sri Lanka

SEND TODAY - COLLECT TODAY

WHY WAIT FOR YOUR MONEY????
Collect cash "THE SAME DAY" from over

100 Seylan Bank branches islandwide.

& No bank account needed ® Best exchange rates
& Low transfer fees from only $10.00

GUARANTEED NO COMMISSION OR HANDLING CHARGES IN SRI LANKA
- ON FAST CASH PAYMENTS AND BANK ACCOUNTS CREDITS

“For information on branch locations and to transfer money immediately
please call Michael Fernandez on 03-9512-6561

Currency Exchange Services Australia

6, Kathryn Court, Clayton South, Victoria 3169
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NEW SERVICE

We also offer fast Cash credits
to any bank account in Sri Lanka.
Eg. Bank of Ceylon, People’s Bank,
Commercial Bank, HNB, HSBC,
Sampath Bank, and all other Banks.

DO YOURSELF AND YOUR COUNTRY
A FAVOUR, ALWAYS SEND MONEY \
THE OFFICIAL WAY THROUGH

FAST CASH TO SRI LANKA
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Remembering a veteran
LSSP leader

The birth centenary of Late Mr. P. Nagalingam, lawer, senator and Chairman, Chunna-
kam town council fell on January 14 and it is an opportune moment to recall his colour-
ful past.

He was born in Tellipallai on January 14, 2003 to an illustrious family and his father was
an agriculturalist, businessman and philanthropist, all rolled into one. It is said that a
priest of the temple that his father used to go had foretold him that young Nagalingam
would one day sit in the highest legislature of the country.

H e like many youths of the early 1920s was enamoured with politics and the topic of
those halcyon days was getting independence to Ceylon from British rule. Towards this
end, he joined the Jaffna Youth Congress and became its first secretary.

Later he joined the Lanka Sama Samaja party and helped it in a big way to gain a foot-
hold in the Jaffna peninsula.

With the outbreak of the Second World War and the LSSP’S opposition to it, many LSSP
stalwarts were kept under surveillance by the colonial government. Mr. Nagalingam was
no exception and he too was kept under the watchful eye of the Government. Yet he bore
ill-will towards the person who was keeping a track of his movements. He was held"in
high esteem by LSSP leaders. :

In recognition of the services he rendered to the party and people, he was appointed a
Senator in 1951. He was elected chairman of the Chunnakam town council in 1964 and
held that position for over 12 years. During his tenure as chairman, Chunnakam, made
great progress and it was transformed from a sleepy hamlet to a bustling town. He started
a scheme in the Council and helped poor students to further their education to university
levels.

Although he died in November 1980, the good work he did to Tamil community in gen-
eral and to those of Chunnakam in particular, will linger on among the people for many
more years to come (Adapted from a write-up sent by an Uthayam reader in NSW)
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We invite readers to write their opinions

in Uthayam. All contributions must be brief.
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TAMIL NEWS PTY LTD, PO. BOX 3170, Wheelers Hill, Vic 3150 AUSTRALIA
SUBSCRIPTION RATES FOR 12 ISSUES (Including postage and handling)

Australia Aus $25
All other countries $60

Please send your subscriptions to TAMIL NEWS PTY LTD, PO Box 3170,
Wheelers Hill, Vic 3150, AUSTRALIA together with this completed form.

Postal COAE.<iiecrissismisiicsmmsiamaese Telephone - Liiisiscicineetss simorssisvesvistitimesetta

Method of Payment: cash / cheque / draft / money order.
(Please draw Cheque/draft/money order in favour of Tamil News Pty. Ltd)

Please tick following...

) Please send regularly
) I’m sending subscription in support of Uthayam, but I will be collecting from
shops

(
(

Subscribers name will go to a draw and prizes will be awarded at the end of 2003.
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Columbia, (Five star Re
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Tamil DVD, P,
Films & Songs é}
Tamil VCD Films aSongs

< We are hiring VCD & Video
cassettes in Tamil, Hindi,
Thelunku and Malayalam.

< We are Recording any Tamil
song from CD to CD and any
VCD songs to video cassettes

% We are hiring “MUTHTHU
MANAVARALI" for wedding &
puberty

Please contact:
THAYA on {02) 9746 6486
or 0414 579 923

hop 17A, 16-20 Henley Road
Homebush West NSW 2140

Hindu Society of Victoria
invites you to

S

ALL ARE WELCOME

Date : Sunday 23" March
Venue : Sri Shiva Vishnu Temple, 52 Boundary Road
Carrum Downs, Victoria 3201
(Melway Ref: 98 F10)
Time : 9.00am to 4.30pm
Activities:

A fun day for the whole family with food & variety stalls.
Enjoy - Holika Dahan, playing with Gulal (dry washable colours), Dandia Raas, Garba, Bhangra and Music.

Note:

1. Alcohol and non vegetarian food prohibited
2. Distribution of publicity material is prohibited.

For information regarding stalls please contact Mr. Sudhir Rastogi on 9816 4090.

For further information contact :

Temple Manager

: 9782 0878, D. Skandakumar
Ranjini Somasundaram: 9889 9410, Dr. Usha Srinivasan

: 9886 3629,
: 9439 0736

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation

Management Committee
Hindu Society of Victoria.

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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@em 2 eoriey — Belief in God
owanBsd - Spirituality

Spirituality has been defined as an experimental process whose feature includes
quest for meaning and purpose, transcendence (a sense that being human is more
than material existence), connectedness (eg with others, nature or the divine) and
values (eg Justice)
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Let your children
Learn Tamil through Multimedia CD Roms

DG HOTF

Tamil Karppecer

6 A 1708 Marks apy

@;?” S, BSIOD 6T (IRSHHIBHET
\ GIRSGIL LUTDE
i BSHBHSDET
S OhSHSGsle
BB BHET
UL 6L&ET
alenemuiTL (&6l

e Attractive contents and Interactive Lessons
¢ Proper Pronunciation with Animated graphics
o Systematic, easy way of learning & writing alphabets

alemreles MG GCeuslifiBssr

UEHIBHETS HEDEHS6N
Slmieul  LIM_s0&6i

Contact : T. Siva
Phone/Fax : 03 9703 1659
Email : tamilkarppeer @hotmail.com

Census in Jaffna

A census is to be conducted on houses owned by civilians that are being occupied by
security forces in the North.

A special feature of the survey is that it will take into account houses not only in the
Jaffna Peninsula but in the islands surrounding it as well.

Military spokesperson Brigadier Sanath Karunarathne says six groups will be deployed
for this purpose. Each group is comprised of three officials - an Army official, a member
of the ceasefire monitoring group and an official of the Jaffna district secretariat - It is
also reported that the Army has now completely vacated schools in the North and East.
The Army was occupying 55 schools in the North and eleven in the East. Army head-
quarters says 38 such schools were located in high security zones. ([ColomboPage )

Hindu college
Ladies Gollege

http://www.users.bigpond.net.au/manipay

For all your travel requirements,

Specials to Colombo

& Tours
"Where simple reliability, courtesy
and professionalism matter”

fiss  gpecialised in Indian &

%“"’"E’ Sri Lankan travel ‘9
' A T A arrangements

Please contact Our sales consuitant at
158 Sydney Road, Brunswick, Victoria 3056

Telephone: (03) 9388 1366, (03) 9387 0777
Fax: (03) 9380 4907
After Hours: 0422 112 859

Digitized by Noolaham Foundlation.
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Kapruka Pty Ltd

We can help you send your MONEY TO
SRI LANKA, INDIA or many OTHER COUNTRIES

You are most welcome to KAPRUKA at 1304 Centre Road, Clayton Vic. 3168

Our Services are

For details please contact

Reliable, Fast, Reasonably priced, Easy and Personalised
BioIfGEema, BrewImo, Sy, SVINOTeH i 1 6wIiD, ks
Sarome ererLion orioz FDingsaserr!

PEOPLE'S BANK

Sri Lanka
The Pulse of the People

Accredited agents for

PEOPLE’S BANK of

Sri Lanka

(with 526Branches - 4 branches in Vanni)

Dealers for

HATTON
NATIONAL BANK X woney acers

(with 137 Branches)

You can also open new NRFC accounts or send dollars to existing

NRFC accounts with any Sri Lankan bank.

Open a Rupee Fixed Deposit account with the Peoples Bank and

earn high interest.

Kosala on Mobile

For further information visit our web site: http://kapruka.itgo.com

No: 0418 556407

XPRESS MONEY

(MONEY received WITHIN 10 MINUTES and

collection by your beneficiary is confirmed by us ]

SAMPATH BANK of Sri Lanka (51 branches)

of Sri Lanka India

Nepal

Pakistan

(75 locations)
(21 locations)
( 10 locations)

Bangladesh through UTTAR BANK (80 branches)
Many other BANKS over 40 countries

(For more locations visit: www.xpressmoney.co.ae)

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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HINDI DVD’S WITH SUBTITLES
TAMIL DVD’S of the latest movies

Religious CD’s
Carnatic CD’s
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Rotti Paratta Bulk 30pcs available free

with a spice Chapathi packet!

We specialise in
Palmyrah products
MD products
LARICH products \
PARA products
from Sri Lanka

28 Sinclair Rd
Dandenong 3175 Australia
Email: ics@net2000.com.au

Ph:(03) 9794 0466
Fax:(03) 9706 1592

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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Miller Crescent, Mt. Waverley.

Tamil Australian Friendship Society

Commuhity Diary

01 Mar 03 Seminal on Asthma Management’ within the Tamil Community by
the Tamil Australian Friendship Society at Mt. Waverley Community Centre, 47

09 Mar 03 - 20 Mar 03 Sri Shiva Brahmothsavam celebrated at Siva Vishnu
Temple, 52 Boundary Road, Carrum Downs.

23 Mar 03 Holi Mela, Feastval of colours and friendship from 9am to 4 pm at
Shiva Vishnu Temple, 52 Boundary Road, Carrum Downs.

23 Mar 03 "Celebrating Cultural Diversity - Tamil Arts and Literature" by the

05 Apr 03 Saturday 7 pm, "National Youth Week - Youth celebrating Tamil
New Year" at Good Shephered Parish Hall, 34 Academy Avenue, Wheelers Hill.

SLA bans LTTE women cadres
from using waist-belts

ﬁ

Ms Kayalvizhi, the leader of the women wing of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) in Jaffna district, lodged a complaint with the Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission
(SLMM) in Jaffna, Sunday, against the ban imposed by the Sri Lanka Army (SLA) on
LTTE women cadres from using waist belts when they enter the army controlled areas in

Jaffna district, sources said.

The LTTE officials are to meet the Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission in Jaffna

Monday regarding this matter, sources said.

The SLA, Sunday, instructed women cadres of the LTTE cadres not to use waist
belts when they entered army-controlled areas in Velanai, Manipay and Muhamalai areas
in the Jaffna district. At Muhamalai manning the checkpoints army personnel Sunday
sent back several LTTE women cadres for using waist belts, sources said.

Earlier when such instruction was issued by the SLA, the SLMM intervened and
thereafter the SLA allowed LTTE women cadres to use ordinary waist belts other than

military ones, sources said.

However the SLA has now issued fresh instruction to LTTE women cadres not

to use any type of waist belts, sources said.
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Quick & Easy Solutions for Home Loans

YOUR CONSULTANT

ALEX GANGAA

Mobile: 0403 20 22 33

Ali: (03) 9842 3843, email: aganga@fihomeloans.com.au

HOME LOANS, INVESTMENT PROPERTY LOANS OR RE-
FINANCE YOUR PROPERTY WITH LOW INTEREST RATE
I will arrange a suitable Bank for your needs.

Fast efficient, Professional service, Additional assistance
ham Foundatiend Home loan comparison with Banks.

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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Darren Lehmann’s conviction
for indulging in a racial slur and
thus a Category 3 offence within
the code of behaviour for crick-
eters has been rightly welcomed
in many quarters as a step in the
right direction. Indeed, the ICC,
and Malcolm Speed in particu-
lar, are to be applauded for their
forthright intervention in this
regard.

The Incident

For the benefit of those who are
not familiar with the particulars,
the incident occurred on the 13"
January during the ODI game
between Australia and Sri Lanka
at the Gabba in Brisbane. This
was a tight match, marked by
some good bowling and some
slick fielding efforts. Among the
latter was a neat pick-up-and-
throw by Arnold that resulted in
Lehmann’s run-out via Third
Umpire’s decision at a critical
moment in the game. As he
went through the tunnel in front
of both change-rooms, Lehmann
roared “Black c...s.” This shout
was heard by Duleep Mendis
and those Sri Lankans who were
in the change rooms (Ajit
Jayasekera was absent on offi-
cial duty picking up Gamage at
the airport). It appears that this
remark was brought to the no-
tice of the match referee, Clive
Lloyd, by the Sri Lankan man-
agement. One would expect all
the ICC referees to have ad-
dressed the issue as a serious
infringement; but since Lloyd, a
West Indian, falls within the
category “black whatever,” the
situation was deeply ironic.

Lehmann realised his -

error immediately and apolo-
gised to the Sri Lankans, both
verbally and in writing. The lat-
ter were satisfied with this re-
morse and did not wish to pur-
sue the matter further O a case
of damage control no doubt. But
there are larger issues at stake
and Speed had the courage to
pursue this matter and send a
clear message to all players,
whether White, Coloured and
Black: ethnic remarks will not
be tolerated. An important
step this. But in line with my
previous writings I wish that the
ICC would go further and take
action against demeaning ob-
scenities and masculinist vo-
cabulary in general. Should our
modern gladiators be allowed to
freely disparage women by re-
ferring to their genitalia and us-
ing other words, such as “c...
er” that we are not allowed to
print? I will leave that issue in
the air however and attend to the
immediate aftermath of the Leh-
mann obscenity.

Much has been made
of the fact that it was not di-
rected at anyone specifically.
But he was not speaking soto
voice to himself. It was a shout
in the public realm; indeed, a
public realm that embraced the
Sri Lankan dressing room
nearby. So how in-your-face has
disparagement to be in order to

+ be deemed “direct”?

Lehmann has also con-
tended that the expression was a
p 1o d uwcit of his
“frustration” (Point A). His law-
yer, and subsequently Dav
Whatmore, have stressed that
Lehmann is “not racist” (Point
B). Both are lines of excuse and
damage control. Let me argue
against these views seriatim.

Frustration? ;
Speaking as a social scientist, let
me emphasise that it is at mo-
ments of pressure and stress that
one reveals one’s innermost
feelings. Hate-speech erupts
when someone is drunk, angry
or aroused by an alarming piece
of news. Shifting the ground of
illustration, let me note that dur-
ing in the last 40 years I have
occasionally encountered re-
vealing expressions of ethnic
prejudice in the drawing rooms
of middle class Sri Lankans at
most unexpected moments when
some news activated an instan-
taneous remark about an ethnic
“Other.” As we all know, collec-
tive identities in South Asia are
not usually based on skin-colour
so that ethnic prejudices are de-
scribed in popular parlance as
*oommunalsd- Theass
“communalist” in the Indian
subcontinent is the equivalent of
“racist.”

Let me begin with an-
other comparative illustration
from that quarter of the world.
In Sri Lanka Tamils and Sin-
halese sometimes deploy the
terms parangiyar and parangi
pejoratively ‘in referring to the
Portuguese, Whites and some-
times Burghers (by origin of
supposed White descent).
Where used derisively among a
circle of like-minded people, or
directed in anger as abusive epi-
thet, these usages amount to a
communalist remark. Thus,
though it is unlikely to occur on
the cricket field in Lanka today,
the term would amount to a
breach of conduct if directed at
someone who understood the
meaning of the term, say at Mi-
chael Van Dort.

Again, during the early
1970s, for instance, because I
was neither Sinhalese nor
Tamil, I occasionally picked up
derogatory communalist re-
marks or political concerns
about the ethnic Other when
conversing with friends. When
Sinhalese and Tamil Christians
also indulged in such remarks, I
began to take this evidence of
sharpening divide seriously in
the context of public Tamil con-
cerns about the University Ad-
missions policy, the 1972 con-
stitution and other such issues
(see my Exploring Confronta-
tions, chapter 14, for a fuller
clarification). It was this con-
cern that led me to initiate an
All-day Conference on the Sin-
hala-Tamil Problem in Colombo
in October 1973 with the aid of
colleagues at Peradeniya Uni-

and the good offices of Father
Kenneth Fernando (as he was
then) of the Anglican cathedral.

Off-the-cuff remarks,
therefore, can be guides to
popular strands of thought. Take
one famous occasion during the
finals of the ODI series in Aus-
tralia in 1996. In the course of a
cameo innings Sanath
Jayasuriya hit Glenn McGrath
for fours in typical, slashing-
Sanath style. As he reached the
bowling crease after one such
stroke, the camera caught
McGrath shouldering Sanath
and saying something. The cam-
era technicians with audio
turned low would have heard his
words and any professional lip-
reader could have read the ex-
pression. The story in Lankan
circles is that he called Sanath a
“black monkey.” McGrath’s
actions were not mere aberra-
tion. His words expressed gut-
feeling.

In the present context
of disciplinary codes this may
well be a Category 4 offence
leading to a life-ban. It is be-
cause no such codes were in
place then that players have con-
tinued to indulge in the verbal
intimidation that eccasionally
takes a racist form. Grapevine
talk around the Sri Lankan
cricket team suggests that they
encountered some racial vilifica-
tion on the field in South Africa
a few months back in late 2002.
At a meeting to a Sports History
group in Adelaide a few years
back, Roger Wills of the ABC
was moved to disclose the fact
that the younger members of the
West Indian team that toured
Australia last had been specifi-
cally targeted with “religious
abuse” that was designed to get
under their skin. I was not able
to get further details and must
therefore surmise that Sarwan
and Ganga, rather than Samuels,
were the victims and that Hindu
beliefs were assaulted.

So we have a situation
where aggressive players,
mainly from the White nations,
intimidate other players, some-
times with racial and religious
vilification and are able to get
away with it because of what
seems to be, in effect rather than
design, a “conspiracy of protec-
tion” afforded by umpires, TV
technicians and media person-
nel.

This situation need not
ever have persisted. The ICC
has within it’s powers a simple
remedy that would obviate the
need to have disciplinary tribu-
nals: all they have to do is to
insert a clause in all contracts
with the firms that tender for TV
rights stipulating that stump-
audio has to be turned full-on.
That would constrain the Hay-
dens, Bouchers, Halls and Kal-
lises of today’s world of cricket
from exercising their foul-
mouth obscenities at the same
time as they restrict racial vilifi-
cation.

versity and the Mingayiifistitetehy Noolaham Foundation.
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Racist? What, what?

Much as I respect Dav What-
more, I think one needs to ex-
amine the issue of how one con-
ceptualises “racism” and “a rac-
ist.” It is easy to take a neo-Nazi
as a typical racist and from this
typification move to the argu-
ment that anyone who is not a
neo-Nazi or anyone who does
not openly express vilification
of others of different skin-colour
is not racist. This is oversimpli-
fied reasoning.

The fact remains that
most of us have some prejudices
as well as aesthetic preferences
constituted by readings of body
shape, colour et cetera. Some of
these prejudices lie at depth and
work in subterranean ways.
Ergo, they express themselves
only in specific contexts and
specific moments. Anger trig-
gered by some incident can, as I
argued above, bring such preju-
dices to the surface.

Such prejudices are
moulded by one’s environment
of upbringing. Lehmann has
been nurtured in the northern
suburbs of Adelaide encompass-
ing Elizabeth and Salisbury.
These are among the most Eng-

Michael
Roberts

lish suburbs of Adelaide, a loca-
tion that has a sociological pro-
file that would be described as
strongly Aussie-English, that is,
Anglo-Saxon, working class and
lower middle class, albeit one
laced with Aussie-style social
mobility. One would anticipate
that during Pauline Hanson’s
heyday she had substantial sup-
port in this sort of area. This
does not mean that all its resi-
dents, or indeed Lehmann, are
“racist,” but points to an ambi-
ence that encourages ideas of
White superiority.

Racism in the Politics of
Cricket
A journalist with wide experi-
ence and a heart in politics, Ted
Corbett insists that cricket is one
of the last institutionalised Bas-
tions of racism in the world to-
day, albeit a racism that operates
in insidious and subterranean
ways -- through inbuilt assump-
tions as much as taken-for-
granted practices. Because of
the “tyranny of distance” as well
as its continental scale, Australia
is a central force in this order.
Indeed, occupying the place of
supreme cricketing country to-
day, Australians comfortably
occupy the moral high ground
and confidently express their
own values as universal values.
So, to paraphrase Terry Jenner
on ABC radio, if Brett Lee can
take “sledging” from opposing
cricket fans, well, why can’t
Murali? In short, Aussie-man
should be universal man, the
measure of all things.

This attitude is ren-

dered sharper by the massive
degree of parochialism and po-
litical conservatism that perme-
ates Australia today. The degree
of parochialism was made
starkly evident when Ian Healy
disclosed the fact that the crick-
eters (by which he meant
“Australian cricketers”) did not
know that a series of tests had
been done by specialist outfits,
including one in Perth, from
1996 onwards on Murali’s”arm-
action. His was (is) a damning
indictment of both the generality
of Australian cricketers, and
more to the point, the majority
of Australian sportswriters. It
demonstrates that they do not
keep track of cricket beyond that
which is written by their little -
circles of mates. They repose
comfortably in their little bub-
bles, ignore the rest of the crick-
eting world and think that what
they think counts as universal
value.

Do not get me wrong.
This does not apply to all Aus-
tralians. One has only to read
the letters to the Australian on
the Lehmann affair to note that
there is a sturdy strand of lib-
eral-radical opinion that uses the
democratic traditions of Austra-
lia to good effect. But any en-
counter with talk-back radio
would reveal the tendencies for
majoritarian Australia, namely,
Anglo-Saxon Australia (with a
few non-English migrants
among them mind you).

One does not have to
travel that far. Listening to the
ABC commentary on the Leh-
mann issue during the following
match at Adelaide on 17" Janu-
ary, Jim Maxwell, Terry Jenner
and Peter Walsh indulged in all
manner of intellectual gymnas-
tics in their attempt to varnish
the story. The opinions ex-
pressed were, along one dimen-
sion, hilarious. Along another,
they were as significant as an-
noying insofar as they revealed
the unexamined assumptions
and biases that were in opera-
tion.

In arguing that he was
not trying to justify Lehmann’s
punishable offence, Jenner pro-
ceeded to raise a what-if:
namely, what if a Sri Lankan
player mouthed racial abuse at
an Indian? He then proceeded to
tell us that he had just got back
from UK and that policemen in
Birmingham do not interfere in
gang warfare between rival
Black gangs. How either of
these two red-herrings were per-
tinent to the subject of the radio
conversation was not clarified
because it was taken for granted
that they were. When such intel-
lectual poverty permeates analy-
sis, what can one expect!

The media personnel
wield tremendous power how-
ever. When Corbett, as a media
man himself, argues that racist
practices are imbricated within

Continued on page 19
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'Don’t use HSZ as a
bargaining tool’ - NGOs

t a conference held
at the Jaffna district
secretariat in which

the Indian defence expert, Lieu-
tenant General Satish Nambiar,
participated, representatives of
people’s welfare organizations
and non governmental organiza-
tions (NGOs) in Jaffna made a
public plea to the Government
of Sri Lanka (GOSL) not to use
the high security zone (HSZ)
issue as a bargaining tool in the
peace talks between the LTTE
and the GOSL, sources said.
Several representatives appealed
to General Nambiar to use this
opportunity to help the dis-
placed people, now languishing
in refugee camps and welfare
centres for more than sixteen
years, to resettle in their own
lands, and to help narrow the
gap between the Indian govern-
ment and the Tamils in Sri
Lanka, sources said.

In a memorandum handed over
to General Nambiar, the Consor-
tium of Humanitarian Agencies
(CHA) in Jaffna said that out of
the 45 Grama Sevaka Niladhari
Divisions (GSN) in Jaffna, 28
divisions completely and 5
partly have been carved out as
HSZ. After the lapse of emer-
gency regulations, “it is illogical
for the government to continue
to retain nearly two thirds of the
land under the cover of
‘restricted areas.’ It appears that
the credibility and the spirit of
the ceasefire agreement between
the GOSL and the LTTE are
rendered irrelevant,” the CHA
said in its memorandum.

The Thenmaradchchi People’s
Welfare Society (TPWS) also
handed over a memorandum to
General Nambiar. " The impact
of war is clearly seen in the
faces of everyone in the Then-
maradchchi division. These peo-
ple must be allowed to get reset-
tled in their own homes immedi-
ately and restart their life again
independently. To accomplish
this task successfully, we ear-
nestly request the military per-
sonnel occupying private
houses, as well as in income
producing lands, to evacuate
these places and allow our peo-
ple to get resettled. We antici-
pate and solicit your co-
operation fully in this en-
deavor,” said the TPWS in its
memorandum.

According to the CHA, in the
last 2-3 months, markers have
been placed 600 m ahead of the
current boundary of the HSZ.
“People living between the
boundary and the markers have
reportedly been told that it is a
military area, which they may
be forced to vacate at any time.
This has caused understandable
concern and fear among those

within the area, most of whom
only recently moved back, into
their land after being displaced,”
the CHA said. “Incidents such
as this are unsettling to the local
population and are not indica-
tive of conditions being suitable
for the internally displaced peo-
ple (IDP) and refugees to re-
turn,” the CHA said, and added,
“We recall that during the.occu-
pation of the Indian Peace Keep-
ing Force (IPKF) in Jaffna, they
did not declare a HSZ.”

The CHA memorandum contin-
ued, " People are of the view
that non-democratic decision
making processes still continue,
and authoritarian rule by force
prevails, instead of taking confi-
dence building measures to re-
settle the IDP in their own
homes. A progressive step in
this direction would have en-
abled them to reactivate their
own profession and be self-
reliant. After nearly a year since
the ceasefire agreement was
signed, the agreement has not
produced any benefit to more
than 10,000 families of IDP lan-
guishing in the welfare camps
and other temporary places
without their basic needs ful-
filled.

"To promote sustainable human
development, a programme can
be envisaged in two stages. To
consolidate the peace process
under the ceasefire agreement,
immediate action is possible to
resettle the IDP in all the Grama
Niladhari’s Divisions that are
considered not vulnerable to the
security of the armed forces.
Farmers should have access to
cultivate their own agricultural
land inside the restricted area.

" The Sri Lanka armed forces
should have vacated all occu-
pied houses, schools, religious
places of worship and other
buildings that are outside the
restricted areas within the stipu-
lated time frame in the agree-
ment. The programme in the
agreement has not been hon-
oured yet. Similarly, on the ba-
sis of trust and confidence and
as a progressive step, the Sri
Lanka armed forces who occupy
the houses in the proposed reset-
tlement areas within the re-
stricted zone can take positive
steps to relocate outside the re-
settlement area.

"The CHA in Jaffna is confident
that your approach as a neutral
international advisor can propa-
gate the active use of non-
violence and respect for human
rights. We are hopeful that de-
mocratic participatory decisions
can help to énforce the rule of
Law." :
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There have been incidents and
situations in the present day
world where basic human dig-
nity has come under attack. This
dignity pertains to human rights
essential for the whole human-
ity. In the pursuit of particular
goals and aims individuals and
organisations are supposed to
follow basic norms of human
behaviour. These have been de-
scribed quite well by the United
Nations. One does not have to
repeat them again and again. We
are supposed to respect different
religions and cultures. Also, re-
spect basic human rights for
people under arrest for political
reasons, captured during a con-
flict between nations/groups or
people uprooted because of war
or any other reason. It is these
human rights which are often
ignored or curtailed by govern-
ments and groups.

We are living in a world with a
sole super power dominating the
world. Gone are the days when
human rights were seen through
the prism of the cold war. Much
is being dictated to the world,
what human rights are and what
does not constitute a violation of
human rights. The fact remains
that human rights continue to be
violated with impunity. It could
take any form. Some recent
glaring examples speak for
themselves.

The break up of Yugoslavia saw
crass human rights violations by
different sides in the conflict .
Serb nationalists are alleged to
have attempted ethnic cleansing
of Muslims in Bosnia. While
Serbs also alleged human rights
violations at the hands of
Croats, Muslims or Albanians.
The West woke up quite late but
ended up with those bombing
missions. And , now we have
top people being prosecuted by
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a human rights court in Switzer-
land. But there are others who
remain untouched.

The Taliban committed terrible
human rights violations in Af-
ghanistan. In fact, when they
entered Kabul, their first act was
to enter the United Nations
compound and tortured the for-
mer Afghan President Najibul-
lah and hanged him to death
along with his brother. There
was no looking back and un-
precedented human rights viola-
tions took place — all in the
name of religion. Women, non
Muslim minorities and Hazaras
(Shias) became soft targets. It
goes without saying that it was a
brutal regime. But what came
after Taliban is interesting.
Thousands of Taliban who sur-
rendered to one faction allied to
the US died after days in con-
tainers. According to recent
documentary on SBS TV this
happened under the very eyes of
the Afghan factions US allies.

Many alleged Taliban were
taken over to a US base in Cuba.
They were not accorded POW
status to deny them access to
international law and the US
judicial system. They have not
been charged and are detained
indefinitely. On top of it, the US
is not ready to be a part of the
international court and wants its
defence personnel exempted
from it. So, if an US soldier is
involved in an alleged human
rights violation — he or she
should not be charged in an in-
ternational court. Such are the
challenges of the present day
world. g

The ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka
had its own violators of human
rights. Years of human rights
denials to the Tamil minority
led to a difficult situation. The

By Neeraj Nanda

Sri Lankan army on the one side
and different Tamil groups on
the other created an unusual
situation. Human rights were
violated and the world kept its
eyes closed. It’s good that a
‘peace process’ is taking shape
and human rights are likely to
be respected.

The most recent incidents (last
year) of human rights violation
came from Gujarat in India. Af-
ter an alleged Muslim mob
torched a train carriage carrying
Hindu agitators from Ayodhya
about 60 of them were burnt to
death. This led to an alleged
state sponsored killing spree all
over the state. Human rights or-
ganisations have said that about
2,000 Muslims were massacred
in riots. Many were burnt alive
and property looted. An attempt
at ethnic cleansing was tried in
the rural areas. The State Chief
Minister, Narendra Modi, who
is alleged to have masterminded
the revenge killings, has won an
recent election and moves about
with impunity. Human rights
bodies have demanded that he
and others responsible for the
riots be tried.

The point is that human rights
are being violated all over the
world. It is a pity that the United
Nations process is not able to
halt it. Or, there are less or no
effective ways to deal with such
situations. A military dictator
(Musharraf of Pakistan) is an
US ally in the ‘war on terror-
ism’. The very values for which
‘war on terrorism’ is being
waged are being curtailed. A
concerted international peoples
effort is needed to pressurise
governments to respect human
rights. Human rights social, po-
litical and economic are the
need of ther hour.
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SRI LANKA:

The most insidious part of
propaganda is not the effect it
has on the target audience, but
rather the debilitating impact
that it has on its originators.
And this seems to have hap-
pened in Sri Lanka. Years of
myth-making that aimed at
constructing a make-believe
world for external consump-
tion has collapsed. And while
the rest of the world has
passed on, the creators of
these myths remain seduced
by their own delusions. The
1990s was the decade of folk-
myths about Sri Lanka and its
civil war. Three of these myths
became so well entrenched
that they took on the status of
international folklore.

The first myth was that the Sri
Lanka Government and the
Sinhala people were embroiled
in a war that was thrust on
them. They on the other hand
were awaiting an opportunity to
see an end to conflict. They
were in fact pleading with the
international community to as-
sist them in this noble quest
and would agree to a ceasefire
at the first opportunity. Unfor-
tunately the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) were

hell-bent on violence and de- -

struction; for the LTTE vio-
lence was a cult that they could
never abjure.

The second myth which logi-
cally flowed from the first was
that unlike in the bad old days
of the eighties, the new Govern-
ments in Colombo had done an
about-face. They were eager
and willing to arrive at an ami-
cable political settlement that
would meet the aspirations and
needs of the Tamil-speaking
people. Unfortunately the

LTTE thrived on violence and
was disinterested in a political
settlement.

The third myth was that the
international community, in
practice the North Atlantic
Community(NAC), had at last
come alive to the true situation.
They realised that Colombo
was more sinned against than a
sinner. The LTTE on the other
hand was a terrorist organisa-
tion beyond redemption; the
righteous of the werld were
therefore rallying against it and
would work to defeat it. And
thereafter we would all live
happily everafter.

This twentieth century urban
myth was propagated far and
wide. The media in the NAC
with evangelistic zeal carried
this simple message to the world
outside:

SINHALESE SEEK
PEACE:
LTTE WANTS WAR

read the headline in the authori-
tative German newspaper Die
Welt on 25th April 1998 in an
article written by Uwe Siemon-
Netto.

With the arrival of the Norwe-
gians at the end of the decade
howver these myths were one
by one exposed for what they
were. First there came the uni-
lateral ceasefires by the LTTE,
later to be consolidated in the

Memorandum of Understanding °

(MOU) between Colombo and
the LTTE. Next came the bilat-
eral talks between the two par-
ties, and the LTTE’s public will-
ingness to negotiate a political
settlement on the basis of a fed-

eral solution. And finally we
have the active participation of
the international community in
the bilateral accord. Thailand
and. Germany have hosted talks
and all the major international
players attended a donor confer-
ence in Oslo last November, to
be followed by another in To-
kyo in June this year.

The enemies of peace in Sri

. Lanka required a passive accep-

tance of their myths in order to
progress their political agenda.
So long as the world saw Co-
lombo as benign and the LTTE
as feral, so long as they believed
that the Sinhalese were reason-
able and the Tamils intransigent,
and so long as they expected
Colombo to be a responsible
international player and Malavi
a devious player, the status quo
would prevail. The Government
would receive massive military
assistance from the NAC, defeat
the LTTE militarily and foist a
political solution on the Tamils
that retains Colombo’s grip over
the island.

The SLFP, the JVP, the MEP,
the Sihala Urmaya and sections
of the Buddhist clergy who op-
pose the devolution of political
power to the periphery regard
the current peace process as det-
rimental. They have therefore
been banking on the LTTE be-
having along the lines set out
above. They expected the LTTE
to do their dirty work for them
and scuttle the peace process.
Their refrain over the last two
years has been that the LTTE is
feiging peace, and is only ex-
ploiting the gulibility of Ranil
Wickremasinghe in order to re-
arm and resume hostilities.The
LTTE were therefore reported to
be arming themselves and re-
cruiting combatants, including
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children.

This column has no special in-
sight into the thinking of either
Colombo or the LTTE. Their
strategies - political and mili-
tary - may or may not be trans-
parent. All we can be certain of
is what we have seen and ex-
perienced. And the facts are that
the MOU has held and is now
into its second year. Not only
has it created the longest cease-
fire in Sri Lanka’s two decade
old civil war, but it has resulted
in regular monthly peace talks
both in Asia and Europe. It has
been hailed by the entire civi-
lised world and won the acclaim
of people of goodwill on every
continent. It has resulted in a via
media in the form of a federal
solution that both parties have
endorsed, and prompted a wide-
ranging debate on the nature of
an ultimate constitutional solu-
tion to Sri Lankas long-
festering national question. The
success and durability of the
MOU, the ceasefire and the
peace talks, was the one thing
that the Enemies of Peace did
not anticipate. And they have
been proved horribly wrong in
their expectations.

They must be in a state of
shock. With each passing day
that the MOU holds it becomes
crystal clear, even to a world
that has been deluded by years
of brain washing, that the facts
are not in conformity with those
long held myths. It is the LTTE
that initiated ceasefires even
when the Kumaratunga Regime
refused to reciprocate. It is the
LTTE that has co-operated with
Ranil Wickremasinghe to pro-
gress peace talks. It is the LTTE
that has made the ground-
breaking concession of federal-
ism to facilitate a political settle-

ment. It is the LTTE that is par-
leying with the World Bank, the
Asian Development Bank, Inter-
national Alert and the donor
community to rehabilitate the
northeast.

The longer the peace process
goes on, the greater will be the
exposure that the Enemies of
Peace will face. It will become
increasingly apparent that the
SLFP-MEP-JVP-EPDP alliance
is unhappy about the end to war;
they are angry about the nego-
tiation process and most impor-
tant they are against a federal
solution.The Enemies of Peace
have for too long propagated the
myth that it is the Tamil demand
for sovereignty and the armed
struggle of the LTTE which are

Jayantha

hindering a soultion. Now that
violence is at an end, that the
quest for Tamil Eelam has been
substiututed with the federal
option, they are finally exposed
as the real enemies of peace.

History has subjected the Ene-
mies of Peace to shock treat-
ment. If Colombo and the LTTE
remain sincerely committed to
the ongoing peace process and a
federal solution is arrived at,
then the Enemies of Peace will
have to show their hand explic-
itly. If as they expected the
LTTE does not scuttle the peace
process before it reaches its
goal, then'the Enemies of Peace
themselves will have to destroy
it. The struggle for peace in Sri
Lanka is not over, in fact the
real challenges may be yet to

come.. o

RACISM IN CRICKET?

Continued from page 16....

the corridors of cricket, he is
also highlighting this force. It
appears that there are personnel,
both within the media and in
institutional positions of influ-
ence, that are not happy with the
degree of weight wielded today
by India in particular. In the
politics of cricket, some ele-
ments among the White nations,
it would seem, are trying to de-
fend the old citadel.

As a West Indian
emailing me from afar percep-
tively observed, the recent inser-
tion of one bouncer per over
into ODI bowling practice has
now restrained Asian batsmen
of the Tendulkar, Jayasuriya,
Inzimam type. At the critical
level of media presentation,
most TV companies are Western
and seem to be staffed by West-
ern-trained personnel. Since
cameramen sometimes act as
prosecutors of alleged misde-
meanours (e. g. the Tendulkar
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incident) and the Technical TV
director is in a commanding po-
sition of discretion, there is
some scope for manipulation of
what the public sees or what is
brought to light. From a re-
sponse I received to an “open
letter” on this subject in July
2002, the ICC does not seem
disposed to impose codes of be-
haviour on these companies.
They would do well to look at
the Australian Broadcasting Au-
thority and the regulations that it
polices. One presumes that there
are similar codes in UK. Why
then should TV cricket coverage
not be subject to regulations
bearing on the balance of TV
callers and the fairness of pres-
entation?

If racial vilification is to be po-
liced, then, technicians and me-
dia personnel have to be
“counselled” as much as the
players. If they think it okay, the
network of support for such be-
liefs and the shield of protection
will continue.
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’Development before
peace won’t benefit
Tamils’ - Sampanthan

The Tamil National Alliance (TNA) Sat-
urday said that peace and development in
the Tamil dominated northeast province
should take place simultaneously. "If de-
velopment takes place first and the peace
comes later then the beneficiaries will not
be Tamils but some others," said Mr.R.
Sampanthan, Trincomalee district parlia-
mentarian and the parliamentary group
leader of the TNA, while addressing
families resettled in Kappalthurai, a vil-
lage located 10km west of Trincomalee
town.

Development should not take place in
Trincomalee before permanent peace is
ensured in the northeast province,
stressed Mr.Sampanthan.

Tamils were displaced and lived in refu-
gee camps and welfare centres for several
years. They underwent all these suffer-
ings in order to regain their lost rights.
Now the opportune moment has come.
We should not miss this opportunity to
find a permanent and fair political solu-
tion that could fulfill our aspirations we
have been longing for the last fifty years,
said Mr.R.Sampanthan at a meeting held
at Kappalthurai co-operative society
building. (Tamil net.)
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Switzerland decides to increase its grants
to Sri Lanka

Switzerland has decided to increase its
grants to Sri Lanka to 7.5 million Swiss
Francs this year. The pledge has been
given by Swiss Foreign Minister Michelin
Camille Ray in Berne.

She commended the Sri Lankan govern-
ment and the LTTE for their commitment
to peace and the Government of Norway
for its facilitation efforts.

The Swiss Minister also extended her
government’s fullest support to Sri
Lanka’s endeavors to achieve peace. The
two Ministers identified during their dis-
cussions the drafting of a federal system
of governance and de-mining activities
among others as matters that could re-
ceive the assistance of the Swiss Govern-
ment.

Minister G. L. Peiris extended an invita-
tion to Swiss financiers to invest in Sri
Lanka’s infrastructure development. He
noted that Switzerland could also assist
Sri Lanka in developing its tourism indus-

try.
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"Mullewa, Mullewa" I ran the
word in my mind a few times to
get better familiarized with the
nameplace, because that was the
destination I had planned to
reach in a week’s time to work
during my summer break. Being
a full-fee paying international
student at Curtin University, the
next challenge facing me was to
collect half of my tuition fee for
the following semester. An-
other reason for choosing a re-
mote place like Mullewa was
the simple reason of killing two
birds. Previously, I had gone
backpacking Kalbarri with my
colleagues on a holiday and was
able to catch glimpse of the out-
back and what I saw, intrigued
me; the dry land, arid climate,
thinning vegetation and the sud-
den emergence of a cluster of
houses forming a small
neighborhood in the middle of
nowhere.

After visiting several back-

packers’ centers for information
on summer work, one place,
which kept coming up, was
‘Mullewa'. The Railway hotel
at Mullewa needed a ‘friendly
and out going bar person’, a
handwritten advertisement read
on the notice board. But bar
work! [ had not done anything,
remotely related to bar work? 1
thought ruefully.

My heart leaped when it men-
tioned in the following line that
they were even prepared to train
if the person is without prior
experience. I was on the phone
the next minute calling the Rail-
way Hotel in Mullewa. A

friendly voice introduced herself

as Julie and answered my ques-
tion; yes there is a vacancy, she
said therefore come whenever
possible”

Since I was more accustomed to
a formal type of telephone inter-
views, | waited for her to feed
me with the fax number and the
e-mail address so I could for-
ward my resume. Since no such
request was forthcoming, I in-
quired whether she'd like me to
send my curriculum vitae. It was
quite a surprise to hear the
friendly voice say, "not neces-
sary love, you just come over
when you are free and you'll
have a place here.” 1 was
touched to say the least by the
simple faith she displayed; espe-
cially in today's context, when
many paid lip service to trust
and honesty. My summer vaca-
tion seemed promising as this
job offered something different:
country town, friendly people
and adequate pay.

The Wild Wild West-

I was kept on my toes the fol-
lowing few days with travel ar-
rangements to Mullewa.
"Mullewa, never heard of it,"
said the STA (Student Travel
Agent) officer shaking their
heads amidst my insistent that
there was such a place. And
when they asked me for the

fourth time, whether I had got
the name correct, I had begun to
wander-"was there no such
place after all?"

Having made no progress with
the Student Travel service I

checked the Country hospitality
office in Wellington, where I
listened with relief to the Officer
say; “yes, there is a Mullewa in
Geraldton and the coach leaves
each Monday and Thursday
morning." Eight thirty sharp on
Saturday I was the first in the
queue to purchase a ticket to
Mullewa.

In the meantime, my intentions

of going to the out back caused
my phone to ring frequently
with well-meaning advice and
warnings from family and
friends from Perth, Sydney and
Melbourne. "A town at the out-
back means isolation, you are
sure to be stranded!" said one,
"be careful you'll be exploited
by the employers,” said another,
then yet another informed me
gently that murders are known
to have taken place (Kalbarri) in
such areas from time to time.
Yet, I kept remembering the
friendly voice on the phone and
she certainly hadn't sounded like
a character from the 'Never
Never Land'.

"Tsk, tsk" the man at the
counter shook his head asking
the anticipated question: why
Mullewa? By now quite used to
the negative response this place
elicited, I offered him a polite
smile. He proceeded to inform
me in a no-nonsense

tone, "do you know that there's a
bit of racial tension there?" I
shook my head. By now it had
become almost a challenge to go
to Mullewa, the place nobody
had heard of and the ones who
knew had nothing good to say
about. Making me equally ada-
mant about one thing, I was go-
ing to Mullewa if it was the last
thing I did in Australia.

At the Fremantle Train Station,
as I waved goodbye to my good
friend Summer, she reminded
me once more that if I don’t like
the place, catch the next bus
home. Much reassured, I
boarded the train to East Perth
to catch the coach to the much-
feared M...M...Mullewa.

Mullewa shire-

We arrived in Mullewa at 2.17
and my heart was doing the hun-
dred meters all by itself. I took
one look at the place and ...
and....although I am expected to
say the ‘one look and I fell in
love with place’, not in this case
folks my story does not quite
begin that way. Mullewa was
like any other country town with
a few scattered shops, foodland
the post office and two pubs and
several houses forming a
neighborhood.

Upon my arrival I was greeted
by Julie a blond haired woman
with a sunny disposition; who

was always with a smile to offer
even with four children and the
running of the hotel. She kept
on an endless chatter, which I
was happy to listen to as the
five-hour long journey and op-
pressive heat had sapped my
energy.

Upon entering the kitchen, she
made a sweeping gesture re-
marking that anytime I want to
eat anything, the kitchen is all
mine. I had heard about country
hospitality but has never been in
the receiving end of the true
spirit of it. Now in the face of it,
I was impressed to say the least.

In contrast to what I had been
told by the city slickers, the
kitchen looked like any other
modern kitchen with all the
modern necessary utensils. A
noise from the gas burner at-
tracted our attention, to which
Julie responded swearing aloud
while rushing forward to save
her burning chicken. That was
another thing the country folks
were generous with, the habit of
swearing. In the following few
weeks I was to be the sole audi-
ence of many a storyteller, their
anecdotes were made more col-
orful by the used of colorful
words.

GAYATHRI
SAMARAKOON

Swearing took on a different
context altogether in Mullewa,
as it was not meant to be offen-
sive (for the most part) but was
used in a more humorous or cas-
ual manner. So that it seemed all
right to be swearing in the filthi-
est of terms when socializing at
the pub, sipping beer. If I con-
veyed a somewhat harsh, crass
image of the country people,
then I do not do mean to as they
proved to be true gentlemen, in
deed. As a novice at barwork, I
went through my share of fum-
bling and stumbling during
which time the customers would
wait without any trace of impa-
tience and always with a word
of encouragement- "not to worry
love you'll catch up'.

The next on the tour was the
pub and as I walked to the pub
where 1 would be working for
the next few weeks I was
greeted by five friendly shear-
ers, who welcomed me to the
outback in the traditional man-
ner- by buying me beer. Though
I had been in Australia for eight
months, never before had I been
so welcomed. Five minutes later
I was swarmed with hundred
and one questions, "Where are
you from? What is your nation-
ality? What are you studying?’,
they obviously did not believe
in beating about the bush, get-
ting to the point straight away.
Their frank, openness and
friendliness was a refreshing
change from the aloof, specula-
tive glances one received in the
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city.

Later I came to know that it was
not uncommon for sheepshear-
ers to stop at the Railway hotel
before they continued with their
journey, which was back to the
shearing shed or home. After a
few rounds of beer they left the
pub but not before they had is-
sued several invitations- two to
visit the Geraldton town and
another promised the sight of
the Kangaroos by the side of a
campfire, which drew good-
natured laughter from the others.

The meaning of the nameplace
Mullewa as explained by the
local author - Bert Keeffe of
'Eastward Ho' is interpreted as
fog, derived from dialect of -the
Widi people (the original abo-
riginal tribe in Mullewa thou-
sands of years ago). This would
hold a mystery in the height of
the summer season with no trace
of fog but would hold meaning
during winter. The 'Eastward
Ho' reads that when, "...the shal-
low Mullewa valley is filled
with fog, often remaining so
after the surrounding country
side has cleared’, hence the
name place Mulllewa (fog).

Merging history:
Throwing light in to the history
of Mullewa and the Murchison,
Keeffe poses the common ques-
tion posed by many an archeolo-
gists and anthropologists-"When
did the aboriginal people come?'
He goes on to point out that
though most of these questions
are unanswered, it is generally
accepted that they stepped
ashore at least 60,000 years ago.
Though Widi was the more re-
cent aboriginal tribe to have in-
habited this area apparently
there's no trace of their ancestry.
The ancestry in Mullewa and
Yalgoo tribes could be traced to
the kin of the Murchison and
"Wadjari"tribe and the
'‘Barimaia’.

Augustus Charles Gregory

makes the first written record of

people (European settlers) enter-

ing the area on the 18th of Sep-
\

tember 1848 that became the
Mullewa district. From the 18th
September to the afternoon of
the 20th they continued north
through the middle of the future
Mullewa shire. At 34 p.m. on
the 20th they camped on the
bank of the Grenoug river and
recorded the first European
sighting of Tallering peak, a re-
markable peaked hill at a dis-
tance of 20 miles.

Augustus Gregory writes-"the
stream (Irwin River) divided in
to branches, that to the east be-
ing the most considerable, and
we commenced ascending the
granite range... the soil was poor
and stony, producing little feed
for stock but it could be scarcely
available as the country com-«
pletely covered with thickets of
acacia...'

With that began the establish-
ment of the white settlers in
Mullewa and Murchison area.

Therefore history of Mullewa
appears to consist of two chap-
ters; one beginning with the col-
orful aboriginal tribes carrying
spears, the other commencing
with the arrival of the fair-
skinned shepherds carrying
guns, on the green pastures.
Both filled with glorious tales of
courageous pioneers and brave
warriors creating way to the pre-
sent- where both live side by
side in harmony in the shire of
Mullewa, except for the inter-
mittent eruptions.

One Friday night, a few young
people gathered at a house to
share a few drinks when two
aboriginal men appeared on the
scene. Though everyone greeted
the newcomers with apparent
civility, before fifteen minutes
could go by, the younger of the
aboriginal men and a sheerer
from the party were almost at
blows. First they both raged like
bulls, then they apologized to
each other calling each other
'brother’ followed by another
outburst of temper, given once
again to remorse. This would
have gone till the morning if not
for the cops who called it quits.
(To be continued.....)
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Lead News from page 1....

Child soldiers threaten the peace process
LTTE gives new assurances

“This number varies, but the situation re-
garding child conscription is very serious,”
he said, adding that repeated requests by the
SLMM to the LTTE to address this issue
hardly ever receive any concrete response.
Instead, the Tigers merely say for all the
child escapees the LTTE will take another
family member hostage, Hulkkonen said.

Fr. Harry Miller, a2 member of the peace
committee in Batticaloa, said the LTTE is
forcibly taking at least six to eight children
every week. “This time around, the kids are
being abducted from government controlled
areas,” Fr. Miller said, adding that the situa-
tion has stricken Tamil families who are
being told they must give at least one child
to the LTTE. In some cases, Fr. Miller said
a price is placed on the head of a child and
families are asked to pay cash instead.

Distraught Tamil parents are convinced they
will not see their children again. Two weeks
ago, two fathers attempted suicide when
their sons aged 14 and 16 were kidnapped
by the Tigers. The children are still missing.

Fr. Miller reiterated that the LTTE has ren-
dered the Batticaloa police impotent as the
cops remain powerless to prevent a large
number of Tamil children being kidnapped
from their homes, schools and temples. Bat-
ticaloa HQI, Harischandra Bandara admits
this is the case, saying “we can do nothing,
the LTTE is allowed free access to govern-
ment controlled areas. We are powerless to
stop this.”

UNICEF says it has received 730 reports of
child recruitment by the rebels including
313 complaints since the cease-fire was
signed a year ago. The LTTE say they have
released 350 children since November
2001.

Police reports obtained by The Associated -

Press reveal details of five recruits aged 15
to 20 who escaped from rebel camps and
surrendered to government forces in De-
cember. Three of the boys were students
who say they were abducted on their way to
school last year after the cease-fire came
into effect. Lasantha de Silva, a senior po-
lice officer in Batticaloa, said child abduc-
tions continue, but parents and relatives are
afraid to talk. “There have been instances
when Tigers have entered homes and taken
the father or the mother away," he said.

An 18-year-old who gave his name as K.
Bawa told the AP his family was chased
away from their home in Kiran, another

village north of Batticaloa, after he escaped
from a rebel camp. He said a group of re-
bels abducted him last July, after threaten-
ing to imprison his father in an underground
bunker. Bawa said rebels showed videos
about their campaign to hundreds of young
recruits, who would exercise in the morn-
ing, then train with weapons. Bawa said he
escaped and walked through jungles for
three days to reach home.

In a nearby village, a young Tamil man who
requested anonymity described seeing his
distraught father drink pesticide after Tamil
Tigers demanded his new tractor. Hundreds
of angry neighbours surrounded the rebels,
who left without the tractor, and the father
survived, he said.

LTTE taxes

The government also raised the issue of
taxes with the LTTE during the fifth round
of peace talks. Government delegation
leader Prof G L Peiris and Defence Secre-
tary Austin Fernando both spoke to the
LTTE about taxes and raised concems
about taxes levied on the CWE. They told
the LTTE delegates, that taxes were a clear
violation of the MoU and if the taxing of
goods destined to the CWE did not stop, the
government would have to close down the
branch. LTTE chief negotiator Anton Bal-
asingham, however, told the government
representatives that no government institu-
tions were taxed. He thereafter informed
LTTE political wing head S P Tamilchelvan
to look into the matter and take action in
consultation with the LTTE Finance Secre-

tary.

Meanwhile, a recent study by a private re-
searcher revealed that the LTTE was earn-
ing Rs 2.34 billion through its domestic
taxes. On the A9 highway, alone the study
said that the Tigers were making Rs 5 mil-
lion a day on taxes. Muttukrishna Sarvanan-
than of the Interntantional Centre for Ethnic
Studies who conducted the study estimated
that the Tigers were making an annual reve-
nue of Rs 3 billion from its local tax and
business activities. The research criticised
the LTTE for not undertaking any develop-
ment work with the revenue and said that
the MoU had opened a gold mine to the Ti-
gers.

(Acknowledgment: Sunday Leader, Sunday
Times, The Observer, AFP, The Island)
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Tandoori Mughlai North Indian
Cuisine - Take-aways 20% discount
Bookings: 9379 2161
Dinner 7 nights
349 Keilor Road, North Essendon

87 Beaty Street,

Ivanhoe, Vic 3079

Ph. 9614 3588 (BH)
9497 3738 (AH)

MELBOURNE

RAVI JAMES ASSOCIATES

MELBOURNE

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Syndal

The Palms

Food Court & Restaurant
213 - 215 Blackburn, Road
Syndal, 3149

Ph: (03) 9803 9668

Springvale

Rajus Indian Restaurant
890-892 Princes Highway,
Springvale

Ph: (03) 9574 2693

R
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Australia wise sole Importers & Distributors

SAB! FOODS INTERNATIONAL

50 Dingley Avenue, Dandenong, Vic 3175 Online: www.sabifood.com
Ph (03) 97913388 Fax: (03) 97913399 Email: sabifood@sabifood.com

10 dh 3B DaIGH 5 Ul al@lumlﬁlasslfafr G\ BT EHLIL]

SMITURID Jied(HIBEIT

5 HB aeualiiasbio LI Bg ROGHK ID APLO

Qu(ptbumvTer JigiuaESaT Jipdlu HNisms JIGUaIHMS sousnafls oiflu eweudser. GMHIILTS
‘Diovigd ydu eferésid, Tyseu Covemsmls) bSHTST EHILISLD bW @rswi(hd ersiemer e LTSS
sor. Aops soss6 CUTL JeubOID ouTes omsd Hiéemar Closmer BewL_Clsushlasr 2_sireamer

- 61ggwIBIDIT & 68T

Qs vy @rsfud enbemwol A7Bés meuddng. euMICUF (WP WIS Seupn&lesitb (@1q Glemswor
®siten whmd v ICETS GTTEGEDMUYD — JICUDDDT  ETRLOTE &6 eflenmiidlw  sfsis sisr
S pueubsamanb S0P anssisEns @ Qemellmador - €6, AHSBLIID

ounapd seu@ssr s81pEG YSw shsglanw Qarswi® sups Csrédmg. @ @ bCuYd BHE ST
g G615 UACsTsmer “DsH Jipsev g CHL GumpeoIh 2bElw @I (HLd (GHUPSLD WD LOGTOTS
A" yanond) aneubss SOHE smoUEHIHMET Soumbens FisSHI— Grer. EILIT BT ES Bl EMT

Ll lp RDGOEMDAD

YD QUUITESSTE TSI QUPEENG (LpeDD LG, LIpds QUPS SEIGHT Shdlwer (Lpsit Georlusirere.

@b : Mulgrave Community Centre
355 Wellington Road Mulgrave 3170 (Melway 80 1D)
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Sponsored by

Mulgrave Veterinary Clinic,
447 Wellington Road, Wheelers Hill 3150.
Contact (03) 9561 0242
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