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- Mahanayakes Support Peace Process

Sri Lanka's four top Buddhist
leaders jointly expressed
unequivocal support for the peace
process under way between the
majority Sinhalese-dominated
government and LTTE drawn from
the country’s most Hindu Tamil
minority. "We, the Mahanayakes of
Sri Lanka - , are the guardians of
the nation and we are taking a keen
and active interest in bringing about
peace and development to this
country,” the statement said.

"We support the ongoing peace
efforts of the government of Sri
Lanka - and will help to nurture
support for these efforts across the
political spectrum and across party
lines," it said.

The statement by the

?‘;representatwes of the four major

Theravada Buddhist orders in

government will later this month
commence direct peace talks in
Thailand with the separatist
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE).

Buddhist

monks exercise

By Neeraj Nanda

he British were
driven out of India in
1947 and

independence came with a pain.
The country was artitioned and a
new country called Pakistan came
into being. Mahatma Gandhi did
not like the idea of partition. But
it did come and the concept of a
separate state for Indian Muslims
took shape. Democracy took roots
in India. But failed in Pakistan.
Even today a military man
Musharraf rules it. One of the few
military regimes in the world.
What happened in Afghanistan
and the events after September 11
attacks in US had deep impact on
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A special delegation led by Rehabilitation, Resettlement and Refugees
Minister Dr. Jayalath Jayawardena and Diyawadane Nilame Neranjan
Wijeyaratne and comprising a large number of Bhikkus and members of
several Buddhist organisation left for Jaffna by plane to participate in the

innacle placing ceremony of the Naga Viharaya in Jaffna. Here they are seen

the Mahanayakes, Dayananda
Rupasoma Perera, an advisor to
President Chandrika Kumaratunga
and a former Sri Lankan
Ambassador to the United Nations,
called it a "historic statement for

peace."

He noted the only condition laid
down by the patriarchs "was to
maintain the entity of Sri Lanka". In
Sri Lanka - , Buddhist priests have
long at the forefront of opposition
to the granting of concessions to
Tamil Tigers.

The Mahanayakes distinguished
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their followers from those of
smaller Buddhist sects in the
country, saying in their statement
that they are "unequivocally” for
peace and development "despite the
actions of a minority, who do not
present any credible alternatives to

peace.”

"The peoples of Sri Lanka - yearn
for peace and development,” they
said. "There has been too much pain
and suffering as a result of the war,
the brunt of which has been borne
by ordinary civilians, be they
Sinhalese, Tamils or Muslims."”

AP X%k
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in Sri Lanka - , especially among
Sinhalese villagers and the poorest,
least Westernized urban classes.

The patriarchs -- two Mahanayakes
of the Asgiri Chapter of Shyamopali
order and two of the Ramanna order

Indo-Pak relations. For the first
time in history both India and
Pakistan are US allies in the 'war
on terrorism'.

As a frontline state with
Afghanistan, the US cannot
abandon Pakistan. Nor can it ignore
the world's biggest democracy -
India. A dilemma of sorts. Both
India and Pakistan have nuclear
weapons and are involved in a bitter
dispute over Kashmir. For India,
'Kashmir is an integral part' while
for Pakistan 'Kashmir runs in the
blood of all Pakistanis' (words of
Musharraf). That's disturbing for the
US and it's allies. It's like different
legs in different boats. A nuclear
flashpoint, which could have

"working very hard to end the Tamil
rebellion through peaceful means,
and to reach a just solution with
respect, dignity and equal rights for
all peoples -- within the framework

-of a united Sri Lanka - ."

Answering questions on behalf of

d-a-njig-e-r o u:§
consequences. A
nuclear war over
Kashmir would
according to Indian
media leave Pakistan
decimated and India
wounded. Large parts of
North India including -
capital New Delhi will
be destroyed. But there
are experts who believe
that sense will prevail
and nukes will not be
used. There are factors,
which have brought in
the present situation.

(Continued on page 18)
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BUILDING? RENOVATING?

TALK TO
us

Aust. Migration & Setltlement Services

Skilled/Business/Spouse/Family/Visas/Student/Admissions
Free Evaluation / After Hours, Weekend consultation

Let Mortgage Choice sniff out the right loan for you at no cost
Australia’s largest mortgage broker — Our service is free
Introducer to over 20 of Australia’s leading lenders

i e WL roR o BroRMATION
obile:
Regd. Mig Agents No : 0004935 & 0100058 Fax: (03) 9687 1673 LOGAN SELVARATNAM
Members of Migration Institute of Australia 44 Donald Street, Footscray, Vic 3011 A ((;:‘3)_9837 5003 * %}1513032 e :
-7 € origage OiCe save you time, effort and mone
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P.O. Box 1133
Epping MDC, Vic - 3076

CAR FOR

Holden Gemini 1983
$150 without RWC

Runs very well.
New Battery. Excess car.
Contact:

Vimal on (03) 9803 8787 or
Mobile 0414 446 796

TAMIL FOR

ADULTS

Classes at Dandenong
Minimum age: 12 yrs
No prior knowledge
necessary.
Rapid progress & a
rewarding experience. Be
proud of knowing your
language.
Call (03) 95512903
BHARATHI ACADEMY

Child Minding

With fifteen years experience
in childminding through The
Council As vacancies for
children between the age one
to five years in Dandenong
North.

For further details contact
9795 3568
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We invite readers to write their opinions in
Uthayam. All contributions must be brief.

Traditional Touch of Home
on your Special Day

Makeup for all occasions
Hair Style, Facials
Skin Care
: Saree Draped (in different styles)
Bouquet, Sadai Nagam
Kondai Malai, Mehndi
Costume Jewellery for Hire

Specialises in Weddings

(Hindu, Christian, Fijian & Indian)
Engagements, Parties, etc.

Dharshini Ranjan
(O03) 95830 28334l

FREE HOME & OFFICE
SECURITY ASSESSMENT

We have wire-free home & office security alarm system

Subra Arumugam

Security Adviser
Watch24 Security Services
(Victorian License: SG114014)

TEL: (03) 95455040 MOB : 0412 886 730 (Optus)
EMAIL : subrasub@hotmail.com

SAIRAM STUDIO -

For all your Memorable Events to Video or Photographs

We are specialized for all your needs in Video filming &
Photographing also we do Indoor Photography in our Established
Studio for Model Photos Family Photos as well as Group Photos

We transfer Video to VCD & DVD also transfers from/to
Canada & American System
(NTSC to & from PAL)
We Prints Photos from Videos

For further details Contact: Tharma 95128257 / 0421 134 067
105 Elder St. South, Clayton South
(Opposite of Safeway)

CELLENT JEWELLARY
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3/76 Station Street, Wentworthville, NSW 2145
Tel / Fax: (02) 9896 3446

7 Days Convemence Store

~ OPEN 24 HOURS
Shop 11 - 12, 176 Commercial Road, Praharan
Ph: (03) 9529 2050

Indian, Sri Lankan & Fijian groceries
available at.cheap prices

SR

Gﬂ@mﬂa]m@ Eashion

'ﬁ / : n&npuram Silk Saree Raw Silk Sﬁ
I} %ysf e Saree Salwar Kanigez#
“@\ B Saree

Ghangra Ch?é

, '/%Iavnqia Parade, Wantirna South, VICtOria A 7
N ‘\;}wé Telephone: (03) 9887 2343 :
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5 Mobile: 0403 114 783, 0402 884 575
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COMPUTERS

Esloblished 1994

BOX HILL: 9899 4424 FRANKSTON: 9781 5655 BALLARAT: 5332 1999

52 54 Rutlond Rood Fax: (03) 9899 4440

424 Nepean Highway, Fax: {03) 9781 5733

s

www.landmark. net.cxu

Email: sales@landmark.net.au 3

24 Hour Shopping is now
ovailable with our on-line
@ ordering. Want more .
computers, products,
prices or maybe you want
to know more about us,
you can find it off on our
informative internet sife.

29A Eostwood Ave, Fax: (03) 5332 1234

R OU For over 8 years we hove made sure that when
ever a customer visits our store there is o
computer solution ready and available. It took
e GR _ many yecrrs to deve!op a range of computers,
ORTNIG assemble, train and build a professionol soles
and technical fcom and create user friendly

ARE WE CLAIMING TOO MUCH? WE DON'T THINK SO!

and inferactive stores. But the hord work has
been well worth it. Today Londmark is one of
Victoria's most respecfed and longest serving
IT stores. We can offer any customer the very
best price, service, advice on any computer
product wnth a coverage that is state wide.

£

We stand proudly behind our products and
services ag r all, that has been the foundation
for our success. We guarantee that when you
visit Landmaork Computers you will receive the
finest service, feei full sotisfication ond great
confidence in your new computer system.

Quality computers to suit everyone ¢« Home o Office « Business ¢ Retail / POS ¢ Corporate ¢« Government Departments ¢ Networking

You can depend upon us! We know our business and we certainly know that your business reiies upon dependable, solid performing computer systems. Computers built and tested at Landmark Computers can be modified to suit any customer configuration!

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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Seventy five students from
Hindu College Jaffna have
become eligible for university
admission. Twenty for
Engineering 16 for physical
science 15 for medicine, 16 for
agriculture, five for applied
science four for management
and two for veterinary science

An analysis of university
admission for the year 2002-
2003 on Z Score method shows
that Jaffna takes the second
place next to Colombo. In spite
of many hazards faced by the
Jaffna students due to ethnic war
the performance of the students
is appreciable. It is however
disheartening to note that the
standard of education in Mannar
has gone down. Though they
have qualified for admission by
the district quota system a fall in
the standard of education is

evident”  _satd . Prof. -P;
Balasundarampillai, Vice
Chancellor, Jaffna University

commenting on the Z Score
method of university selection.
He said that the selection was
based on the census taken in
1981 but now the population has
increased and there is high
competition for university
admission. Inspite of this a good
number of students of Jaffna
schools stand the chance of
selection to the university.

He added that the
Vanni has been adversely
affected by the Z Score method

(KKS Road View)
of selection. Due to population
explosion competition is more
and the intake of students is
comparatively low.

More than 200,000
students sat the GCE Ordinary
Level examination and 12,500
have been selected to the
thirteen universities in the
island. This is an index of the
competition to university
admission. ***

u College

Senior Tamil leader
Sivasithamparam dead

Mr. Murugesu
Sivasithambaram,
President of the Tamil
United Liberation Front
(TULF), the main
constituent of the Tamil
National Alliance, passed
away peacefully early
Wednesday morning

around two at the age of
seventy-nine. The death
occurred at the Colombo
national hospital after a
brief illness.

Mr.Sivasithamparam has
been the sole national list
parliamentarian of the Tamil
National Alliance at the time
of his death.

Born on 20 th July,
1923, Mr Sivasithamparam
entered active politics as a

member of the All Ceylon
Tamil Congress (ACTC) in
1960. He was elected to the
parliament from ‘the
Udupiddy electorate in the
Jaffna district. In 1965 he
was elected Deputy Speaker
of the parliament. A founder
member of the Tamil United
Liberation Front Mr
Sivasithamparam contested
the Nallur electorate in 1977
general election as the TULF
candidate and elected to
parliament with the highest
majority in the island.

He became the
national list parliamentarian

of - the Tamil National
Alliance following the
general election held on

December 05 last year.
(Tamilneyy®**

Tamils preying on Tamils

Spiralling violence between
gangs in London’s Tamil
community has led to four

violent deaths and up to 200
“other incidents in the last two
years.

Police say the violence is getting worse.
Commander Richard Bryan, whose patch
in north west London has witnessed much
of the violence, has set up a cross-London
co-ordinating group in an attempt to root
out the gang culture. He said: "The vast
majority of the Tamil community in
London are law-abiding and want to get
on with their lives in peace but a
significant minority represent a problem
which needs to be addressed.”

Cmdr Bryan said those causing much of
the trouble were "loose associations of
individuals" but he said they needed to
nip them in the bud before they became
established gangs.

The conflict in Sri Lanka began
in the early 1980s when the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) sought
independence for the north and east of the
island. The UN estimates 917,000 people
have left Sri Lanka since 1993 and many
of the diaspora have come to Britain.
Thambirajah Jeyabalan is editor of
Thesam (Nation), a monthly magazine
which serves London’s 100,000-strong
Tamil community. He said the gangs
were unsophisticated and poorly
organised but could be extremely violent.

Mr Jeyabalan told BBC News
Online: "The fights are between people
from different villlages."The main ones
involved are from Valvettithurai (they’re
known as VVT), Mannar and
Ariyalai."He said the 500,000-strong
Tamil community in Ontario had suffered
even worse violence until the Canadian
police cracked down on them four months
ago.

The two main gangs involved in
Canada are the AK Kannan and Seelapu,
the latter being an ally of the VVT. In
Canada the leader of the AK Kannan was
a sworn enemy of the LTTE.
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[ suresh Kumar Salvarajah (Rpr 2002)

Arvithan Muthukumarasamy (Jun 2081)
Supenthar Ramachandran {Feb 2002)
[3] seliathurai Balasingham (Nov 2001)

But Commander Bryan said the violence
in London did not appear to have any
political overtones, although some of
those involved may be former Tamil
Tiger fighters. The LTTE was added to
the list of proscribed organisations by the
UK Government last year. Mr Jeyabalan
said there had been occasions when
young Tamils from Toronto or Paris were
flown to London especially to carry out
attacks. They then flew home.

Commander Bryan said the motives for
the violence were many and complex, but
they included rivalry and vendettas
stemming from their home villages in Sri
Lanka and simple criminality. "There is
evidence these gangs are involved in
fraud, especially credit card fraud, and
human trafficking," he said.

Commander Bryan said it was not
uncommon for refugees from Sri Lanka’s
civil war to pay traffickers from their own
community to smuggle them into Britain.
Once in the UK they are often beholden
to the traffickers, and are forced to carry
out credit card frauds or assist in violent
attacks on rival groups. Commander
Bryan said many of the attacks were "tit-
for-tat” and there had been a dangerous
escalation of the violence in the last two
years.

Paul Sathianesan is a councillor in
Newham, east London, and he says he
regularly hears about attacks but many of
the victims refuse to go to the police for
fear of retribution. Cmdr Bryan admits

there is a high level of unreported crime.
But the Metropolitan Police is responding
by introducing high visibility policing at
Tamil weddings and religious festivals,
and by seeking better intelligence to
enable them to intervene in feuds before
they escalate into murderous violence. Mr
Jeyabalan is confident the police can get
on top of the problem: "If the police take
firm action against these people they can
crack down within months."

-(BBC News online) ***
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Melbourne High / Mac Robertson /
Independent schools

YEAR 9 ENTRANCE

EXAM - 2003

If you are currently in year 7
and want to sit for this examination in 2003, start now.
Give yourself the competitive edge.
Weekend classes will commence in July
at Glen Waverley and Dandenong.
Limited intake. Book your place NOW. Call (03)95512903.

Also, special coaching classes for
years 5 and 6 in Maths & English

Other programs
& Prep.-Yrd4.
& Years7&8:

Maths & English
Maths & English

€ Yrs9-12: Maths, English, Chemistry, Physics, Accounting, Science

& Hinduism & Human
Values

¢ Tamil language

& Tamil for
Adults

Don’t waste your money. Take advantage of these quality programs
offered at an affordable cost, as a service to the community. Systematic
approach, meticulously planned lessons and individual attention

guaranteed. Call (03) 95512903

Bharathi Academy has campuses at

¢ GlenWaverley : Dandenong : Clayton : Lalor

BHARATHI ACADEMY
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Queen Elizabeth 1l visits
Hindu temple in Britain

Associated Press, 07 June 2002.

LONDON _ Queen Elizabeth II,

visited a Hindu temple
Thursday, taking off her shoes
and chatting to worshippers
during the stop, part of her effort
to recognize all of Britain’s
religions during her Golden
Jubilee year. Celebrations of her
50 years on the throne during a
four-day national holiday that
ended Tuesday were a big
success, with a million people
coming to London for a pop
concert at Buckingham Palace
and again to watch the Queen
ride through the city in an ornate
golden coach. She is touring
Britain and the Commonwealth
of its former colonies
throughout the year, and plans
to visit a synagogue, mosque
and Sikh temple in the next few
weeks. She removed her shoes
to enter the Highgatehill
Murugan Temple in north
London and put on a garland of
yellow marigolds and purple
chrysanthemums. Four Hindu
priests blessed the monarch and

her husband, Prince Philip,
wishing them peace and long
life. The gaffe-prone Philip,
who has been chided in the past
for his comments about ethnic
minorities, asked one priest
whether he was a member of a
violent separatist group. "He
asked us which part of Sri
Lanka we were from, and we
said we were from the north and
east and were Tamils,” said the
priest, who declined to give his
name. "He asked, °‘Are you
Tigers?” referring to “the Sri
Lankan rebel group which is on
Britain’s list of banned terrorist
organizations. "I said, ‘No,
we’re priests. We’re not
associated with violence,” he
said. "It was just friendly, just a
joke. We were not offended.”
The queen has visited Hindu
temples in India, but Thursday’s
visit was her first to a Hindu
temple in Britain. "Its made
people feel valued, and we are
honored she chose to come
here,” said Suganya Naveenan, a
member of the temple.(AP)

I want peace
Maj-Gen. Janaka Perera

SRI LANKA’S High
Commissioner to Australia, Maj-
Gen. Janaka Perera, says he does
not have blood on his hands.

Almost a year after arriving in
Australia to protests from Tamil
organisations, Maj-Gen. Perera
rejected allegations that he was
linked to human rights abuses in
areas under his command during
his military service.

On his first visit to WA, he said
he had been accused of going
around bulldozing churches.

He asked how he could have done
such a thing when his mother was
a Catholic, who had helped to
build two churches.

Buddhism and Catholicism lived
side by side in his family. His
father was a Buddhist. Three of
his brothers were Buddhists and
he and brother were Catholics.

Maj-Gen. Perera’s biographical

sketch underlines his position: "A
professional soldier for 35 years,
he was the quintessential modern
army officer; tertiary educated, a
courageous commander with an
honourable record in ensuring that
at all times international
humanitarian law was observed in
the course of combat.

"While winning battles was
important, Maj-Gen. Perera also
placed emphasis on programs to
win the hearts and minds of the
Tamil civilian population in Sri
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Tamil refugees long

New generation been born as
refugees in India

"What I have learned is living in
an alien country is painful," says
Sri _ Dankan  refugee
Selvaratnam. He and 300 other
families live in squalid shacks in
Pulal refugee camp on the
outskirts of the southern Indian
city of Madras. ‘They fled from
north-eastern Sri Lanka more
than a decade ago, making the
perilous sea journey at night.

"In the middle of the sea our
boat was going to sink. We
prayed to every God to save us,"
remembers Devagee, an elderly
nurse from Trincomalee.

She survived because another
boat saw their flashing torch and
came to their rescue taking some
of the excess passengers off to
prevent them all drowning.

Desperate for peace
The peace process in Sri Lanka
has raised hopes among people
who have been waiting for some
good news for a long time.

"Each and every person in this
refugee camp wants to go back
to Sri Lanka even if they don’t
say it openly," explains
Selvaratnam.

He comes from Chavakachcheri,
one of the worst-damaged towns
in Sri Lanka and used to be
involved in militant politics
himself. His property has been

to return

destroyed but he says life is so
hard in the camp that he is
willing to risk becoming a
refugee in his own country
because even that would be
preferable.

"Except begging we have done
everything you can think of,"
says Jeyanti who fled to India
aged 18, newly married.

"I have no idea what the Tamil
Tigers are going to do or the
other parties. I am just an
ordinary person. I just want
peace, that’s all," she says.

Menial labour

Her friend Selvi has tears in her
eyes as she asks for news of Sri
Lanka and hears the names of
familiar places.

For years she lost touch with her
mother because of the fighting
back home and only re-
established contact a year ago
by letter.

"Here I eat food with tears," she
complains, "I just want to eat
with joy and happiness and see
my mother’s face."

But Selvi says the days they eat
are the days her husband finds
work in a huge dusty cement
warehouse. The Sri Lankan
refugees have the worst task of
loading heavy sacks of cement
in and out of lorries.

Mixed feelings
Many of them were farmers,
fishermen and even ran their
own businesses before. Now

they say their parents would not
recognise them doing such
lowly work. Devaraj, who used
to be a fisherman, says he is
willing to go back whether or
not the peace process succeeds.
He just wants to see his family
in Sri Lanka and make sure his

children who were born
refugees know where they
belong.

"All I know about Sri Lanka is
that it’s like a mango - round
and drooping - hanging off
India. I know there’s forest and
roads and bombs that bounce on
your head," explains eight-year
old Nishanten. He says he wants
to go for a visit but he prefers to
return to India for education. -

Powerful bond

The younger generation is
suffering from divided loyalties.
"I cannot say I have a wonderful
life here nor am I having a
terrible time - if you’re a
refugee you’re bound to face
difficulties," philosophises
Niroshen.

He came to India aged six and is
now a teenager attending a
dance rehearsal for an inter-
camp competition. He
remembers only the bombs that
drove his family out of Sri
Lanka but says if he returns
there, he would not go into exile
again even if the fighting
resumes. "I would rather die in
my motherland,” he explains.
(BBC News Online)

Lanka’s north and east.

"In Jaffna, the main city in the
island’s dominantly Tamil north,
Maj-Gen. Perera launched civil-
military relationship programs to
nurture good relations, trust and
confidence."

Of the ethnic conflict that has
claimed more than 60,000 lives
since 1983, Maj-Gen. Perera said:
"I am a soldier. People think we
want war. I have seen destruction
and pain. I want peace."

He said the latest peace process,

which was to lead to talks in
Thailand later this month, was the
best chance for peace.

The peace process had been given
more impetus by the new Sri
Lankan leadership and the
September 11 events that shook
the world.

"It has been expedited by the
international community
identifying terrorist groups and
freezing their funds," he said.

In February, Norway brokered an
historic ceasefire agreement

~ aimed at ending the conflict

between the Government and the
Tamil Tiger rebels, who have
been fighting since 1983 for a
separate homeland for the
country’s minority ethnic Tamils.
Most Sri Lankans are Sinhalese.

Of Sri Lanka-WA ties, Maj-Gen.
Perera said he hoped to promote
closer trade, tourism and sporting
links. A report by University of
WA Professor John Bloomfield
on developing an integrated sports
system for Sri Lanka had been
presented to the Colombo
Government. (West Australian)

A.V. MURUGIAH EC.A.
Chartered Accountant & Tax Agent

Aaran Murray & Co
&

L.V, Taxation Services

22 Hazelwood Road,
: Morwell, Vic 3840.
24 Hours 6 E & B Aristoc Road, Phone: (03) 5134 2711
7 Days Gien: Naiorley Fax: (03) 5133 8223

Specialising in Small Business Taxation,
Accounting, Auditing & Financial Planning

25 Van Der Haar Ave.,

Berwick, Vic 3806.
Phone / Fax:
(03) 9796 1615
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Economic venture or political

strategy?

By leasing oil tanks in Trincomalee to the Indian Oil Corporation the Sri Lanka
government will ensure an Indian presence in the area and belie claims that
Trincomalee was going to be the capital of the Eelam.

A decision by Sri Lanka’s
Premier Ranil Wickrema-
singhe, to lease the oil tanks in
eastern Trincomalee to the
Indian Oil Company is being
viewed as a farsighted and
commendable venture by
Wickremasinghe. The Prime
Minister’s decision will not only
ensure an Indian presence in the
area, which would help
deregulate the market, but also
have a stabilizing security
influence not to mention the
unity of Sri Lanka.

Indian Oil, which also has the
greenlight from Delhi, has sent a
team of experts to Sri Lanka to
study the viability of leasing the
oil tanks. The agreement
between Prime Minister
Wickremasinghe and India, is
expected to be signed thereafter
in June this year.

The idea, apart from the
strategic importance of the
issue, was to deregulate the
market by allowing Indian Oil
to compete with the Ceylon
Petroleum Corporation and
bring the prices down for the
consumer. This is to be followed
up by opening the market
further for other oil companies
to set up facilities in the south.

Editorial comment in The
Sunday Leader noted that . this
move by the prime minister for
an Indian presence in
Trincomalee will not only
strengthen the unity of the
nation contrary to fears floated
by the opposition Peoples
Alliance that Trincomalee was
going to be the capital of Eelam,
but also give an economic boost
to t-h=e Island;
Politically the venture is bound
to produce contrary reactions.
When the Indo Lanka
Agreement was signed in 1987
President Chandrika Kumara-
tunge and the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party (SLFP) who
were at the time the main
opposition party in Sri Lanka

took a policy decision to oppose
the venture.

President Kumaratunge for her
part will have to soon decide
whether she is going to support
or oppose the move when the
cabinet paper is taken up for
discussion next week.

Lasantha Wickrematunge,
Editor, The Sunday Leader,
pointed out that in the event the
president raises objections, it
will not only sour her relations
with India but open her to the
allegation that she wants
Trincomalee to be kept free
from any outside presence even
for business purposes. Thereby,
keeping the area vulnerable to
be targeted by the LTTE as a
possible capital for Eelam as
propagated by the Peoples
Alliance.

On the other hand if the
president is to support the prime
minister’s proposal, it would put
her at odds with not only the
Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna
who would look for an anti
India issue to keep the ethnic
pot on the boil, but also her
advisors who are propagating
the theory of Trincomalee being
the capital of Eelam.

Thus, Wickrematunge said, in
one fell stroke the prime
minister has not only stabilized
the security situation in the east
but also taken the bottom out of
the PA campaign of
Trincomalee being the capital of
Eelam as propagated by none
other than the Party Advisor,
Paul Harris.

Harris, the Colombo based
correspondent for the British
Daily Telegraph newspaper, has
been hired in an advisory
capacity for the Peoples
Alliance and is allegedly behind
a strategic move by the
opposition party to spread a
theory of dis-information that
Trincomalee would be the

capital of Eelam. The campaign
was being used to effectively
derail the peace process with the
public and even sections of the
media and members of
parliament being told that such a
danger was at hand.

The Prime Minister, in the
meantime , directed both the
Economic Reforms Ministry
and the Power and Energy
Ministry to submit cabinet
papers recommending the
leasing of the oil tank farms to
Indian Oil. He has told cabinet
colleagues he hopes to sign the
agreement while in India
between June 8 and June 12,
2002. Prime Minister
Wickremasinghe is to have a
luncheon meeting with Indian
Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee on June 12.
India Oil on leasing the oil tanks
is also expected to enter the
market in Sri Lanka, with the
government expected to open
the market to other prospective
investors in the oil market as
well.

Negotiations with Indian Oil
will be conducted through the
Public Enterprises Reform
Commission while the dealings
of the Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation will be handled
through the Sri Lanka Power
and Energy Ministry.
Wickremasinghe has already
obtained the support of both his
ministers for this project,
namely, Minister for Economic
Reforms, Milinda Moragoda
and Power and Energy Minister,
Karu Fayasuaxiya.
The Prime Minister had
reportedly said the leasing of the
oil tanks would provide an
economic boost not only for the
east but also for the entire
country. The president’s support
has also been counted on given
the good relations her party; the
Peoples Alliance enjoys with
India.

(Deccan Herald)

Tuticorin-Colombo ferry service in
six months

A ferry service between Tuticorin and Colombo would start in six
months from now, Sri Lankan Port and Shipping Minister Rauff

Hakeem said here today.

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) would be inked in New
Delhi tomorrow between the two governments to begin the service, he
told reporters at the Chennai Port Trust.

(Chennai online)

Cartoon Outrages
Australian Hindus

10th century Buddha statue found

10th century Buddha
statue was discovered
near the coastal

village of Manamelkudi in
Pudukottai district. The four-and-
a-half-feet high Chola period
sculpture was unearthed from a

 paddy field, referred to as

"Seenan Thidal” (Ground of
Chinese) by villagers here. J.Raja
Mohammed, curator of the
Pudukottai Government Museum,
happened to find it during his
field visit as part of a study on
ancient maritime trade in the
region. The sculpture’s backside
was a playfield for urchins in the
area.

The Buddha, seated cross-legged
in a meditational posture, has a
pointed flame, known as ‘usnisa’,

the symbol of ‘Gnana’, on his
head and a studded hair-do. The
face is exquisitely chiselled and
the ear lobes are long. The
Buddha wears a thread across his
left shoulder.

Though Buddhism was well
entrenched in some of the coastal
towns of the erstwhile composite
Thanjavur district in the medieval
period, no Buddhist vestiges were
found in this coastal region,
according to Mr.Mohammed.
Ponparri, an interior village in
Avudayarkovil taluk, alone finds
a place on the map of Buddhism,

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Hindus in Australia have reacted
angrily to the publishing of a
cartoon of Lord Ganesha in the
Financial Express. The cartoon
shows a caricature of Lord
Ganesha with four arms
standing on a map of India. One
hand juggles an atomic bomb,
another sticks of dynamite, a
third a chicken and the fourth
gestures obscenely in the
did- 1. ECiet 1.0+ o f
Pakistan. The editors of the
publication apparently believe
that India is the instigator of the
current tensions between the
two countries, which are in fact
a result of an attack by terrorists
upon an army camp Wwhich
resulted in the deaths of thirty
people, mostly women and
children, families of the
soldiers. India blames Pakistan
for the attack.

The Hindu Council of
Australia wrote the following
letter to the Financial Times:
"On behalf of the Hindu
community in Australia, we
wish to express our outrage at
the cartoon depicting Lord
Ganesha in the Australian
Financial Review on May 27,
2002. Whenever there is the
likelihood of war between India
and Pakistan or even when India
launches a missile test, the

Fairfax Press manages in these
ludicrous caricatures of a Hindu
God who is worshipped and
adored by millions of Hindus all
over the world.

What, may we ask, is the
relevance of this cartoon to the
current situation on the sub-
continent? Since Pakistan is
Muslim, are you insinuating that
India is provoking this war? I
would like to remind you that
India is a secular state without
any state religion, mentioned in
its constitution. How can you
depict Lord Ganesha who
symbolizes everything that is
good and sacred as someone
who throws around bombs and
sticks of gelignite? As
mentioned earlier, this is not the
first time that the Fairfax Press
has been responsible for
insulting the Hindu religion and
its symbols. We have
complained every time but it
seems our complaints have
fallen on deaf ears. Since your
cartoonists would benefit from a
brief explanation of the
symbolism of Lord Ganesha, we
are attaching the same to this
letter. Please inform him not to
confuse India with Hinduism.
Dr A. Balasubramaniam,
Chairman, Hindu Council of
Australia.

where a small Buddha idol was
found previously. Ponparri is the
birthplace of Buddhamitra, the
author of "Virasoliyam,” an 11lth
century work on Tamil grammar.

Dﬁﬁng the medieval period, trade «

flourished between south India
and China. The Manamelkudi port
then might have been an active
trade centre and Chinese traders
would have come to see the
Buddha statute. Some Chinese
porcelain and ancient potteries
were also collected from the site,
Mr.Mohammed says. Pudukottai,
with a coastline of about 40 km,
had around 12 minor ports

between 17th and 19th centuries,
which were active maritime
centres. The Manamelkudi port
served as.an export point for
paddy and rice as attested by
inscriptions in the area and was
also called the "rice port” in the
13th century.

From the inscriptional and
archival evidence it could be
inferred that the ancient port of
Saliyur (‘sali’ meaning paddy in
Sanskrit) and Nellinur, as
described in Maduraikanchi of
Sangam period, was situated in
Manamelkudi, says Mr.
Mohammed. ( The Hindu)
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A marathon spiritual
treat for 9 nights??!

There was an amazing ambience in the
yagna Hall...the place was vibrant with
cheerful usherers and colourful
decorations...The ocassion was the
stunning discourses by His Holiness
Swami Swaroopananda of Chinmaya .

It was the most uplifitng experience to be
at the Ramayana (‘Ayodhya Kand’)
discourses conducted during Easter and
even more amazing to see 360 to 380
people turn up on each and every night
for 9 consecutive nights. We were on a
roller coater ride of tears and joy as
Swamiji took us through the different
episodes of Ayodhya Kand.

H.H. Swami Swaroopananda with his
simple and lucid style converted almost
every concept/thought/event in 'Ayodhya
kaand' into a life principle which each of
us could take away with us and apply to
the events in our day to day lives.

The 2 key messages Swamiji gave us
were in relation to Dharma Vichar' or the
ability to correctly analyse one's duties in
the context of the specific role they have
in life and 'Pure Love or Devotion'. Two
shining examples of people who were
blessed with such clarity of thinking and
pure Love were the nondescript boatman
or Kevat (in hindi) and Bharatji.

Swamiji also pointed out how each of the
characters in Ramayana, including Sitaji,
independantly and dispassionately
analysed His/Her duties in the context of
their specific role in life and arrived at
totally different reponses to the situation
of Sri Ramchandraji's exile for 14 years;
yet all of these responses were totally
correct!!! Hence Swamiji reiterated that
duties cannot be prescribed in a 'Dos and
Donts' list format.

The drama performance of ‘CHYKSs’, the
Youth wing of the Mission, enacting the
portions of Ayodhya Kand was totally.
Another highlight was a group dance by
the 'Bal Vihar' children of Chinmaya
Mission on each and every one of the 9
nights.

The excitement was further heightened by
the ‘Ayodhya Kand’ gizz program for the
Bal Vihar children. Seeing Swamiji
lovingly distribute chocolates to the
children after each night’s performance
was a special treat to the eyes.

To say the least, rarely have we seen an
event with such a perfect blend of
spiritual fervour, music, singing, dance
and activities that could engage children
right from the age of 4 and 5 to adults
aged 60 or even more for 9 consecutive

Or

e Would you like to learn English?

Qgm_inys@msé &:

ENGLISH CLASSES AT
MT. WAVERLEY AMES

e Have you recently become a permanent resident in Australia?

e If you have very young children you may be eligible for
free/subsidised childcare while you learn English in class.

® You may also be eligible for free translation of settlement-related
documents - 2_mismg Mbousmmsenea @eovsuFions GomfOuwiés GCessi(HLor?

To find our more call Martha Chang at Mount Waverley AMES on 9809 5701

iovg £p 2 e elvrss e endemind I Ehis .

45, Miller Crescent, Mt Waverley 3149
(opposite Mt. Waverley train station)

SW,TRIZ 60 63 LIL[EBEIT

® Have you recently arrived in Australia?

® You may be eligible for 510 hours of free English tuition.
#Bus L DieyeCredwney s eupSourmisr Dvwsl iswiemwilley BB eudbll
yfleow Qubpeurmls, o misend@ 510 wesflgdumed hdeoumn b @)eweusto.

nights!!! other than the magetic personality H.H.

Swami Swaroopananda. Don't miss the
opportunity of hearing the message of Sri
Krishna from this very special devotee of
the Lord... For further updates on Mission
activities, please log on to www.
chinmaya.com.au .

The next big Public event is a series of
dEilsic o T EsEe S on 'SELF
REALISATION' (Bhagavad Gita Ch VII)
scheduled for the 7th to 13th of July '02
conducted in Forest Hill Secondary in
Burwood...Once again the speaker is none

CHINMAYA MISSION AUSTRALIA

No. 4 Pioneer Road,Templestowe, Vic 3106
Ph: 9846 8359, www@chinmaya.com.au

FREE PUBLIC DISCOURSES

for seven consecutive nights by

H.H.SWAMI SWAROOPANANDA,

SELF REALISATION

(Bhagavad Gita Ch VII)

"The SELF dwells on and around us, now and here, as the
ultimate essence of everything... Come and discover ways of
Recognising this all pervading SELF."

Dates :Sunday 7th to Saturday 13th July 02.

Time : 7:30 pm to 9:00 pm (Please be seated by 7:15 pm)
Venue : Kel Watson Theatre, Forest Hill College,
Mahoneys Rd, Burwood East (Mel.Ref.62C5)

For further information please contact: Vasu Srinivasan - 9887 4232(AH),
Murali Neelamegam 0407 307 703, Chinmaya Dham - 9846 8359(BH)

INDIAN MUSIC SCHOOL

(Est. 1994)

NORTH INDIAN CLASSICAL MUSIC

( Vocal & Instrumental )

* Tabla & Music Classes at various locations
* Reasonable Rates * For all levels and ages

Ph:(03) 9884 7441.r 0403 167 441

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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AMUTHA SURABI

s SHAN SPICE CENTRE

9 & 10, 7/10 Joyce Street,
Pendle Hill, NSW 2145
Phone: (02) 9688 2772

164 Parramatta Road,
AUBURN, NSW 2144

Phone: (02) 9748 1841

SRI THAKSHANA
ENTERPRISE

UDAYA SPICES

Wholesalers & Retailers
Open 7 days of the week from 10am to 9pm

Asian Groceries, Fresh Vegetables,
VCD/DVD/CD hire & sale,
1/76-78 Station Street,

Wentworthville, NSW 2145
Phone: (02) 9688 3954 Fax: (02) 9769 0277

11/191 Parramatta Road,
AUBURN, NSW 2144
Phone: (02) 9648 5418

Fax: (02) 9671 5024
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PHONE: (02) 8803 8502 MOB: 0425 228 502

PRECISE COMPUSOLUTIONS
P O BOX 770, BLACKTWON. , NSW 2148.
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We invite readers to write
their opinions in
Uthayam. All
contributions must be

brief.
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Raagam [Tusie Centre

Piramid, Ayngaran,
Columbia, (Five star Re
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Tamil DVD,
Films & Songs
Tamil VeD Films sSongs

We are hiring VCD & Video
cassettes in Tamil, Hindi,
Thelunku and Malayalam.

We are Recording any Tamil
song from CD to CD and any
VCD songs to video cassettes
We are hiring “MUTHTHU
MANAVARAI" for wedding &
puberty

Please contact:
THAYA on (02) 9746 6486
or 0414 579 923

[Shop 17A, 16-20 Henley Road}
Homebush West NSW 2140

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT

All news, articles and advertisements that appear in

Uthayam are available on UTHAYAM website
http:// www.uthayam.net

n'”:tuzm* by-Neolaham-Fedndatien-
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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Community Diary
20 Jul 02, 6.30 pm, Annual Dinner by old students of Manipay Hindu
College & Manipay Ladies College at St. Christopher’s Church Hall,
Doon Avenue, Syndal, Melbourne. Family $30, Single $20. For further
details contact P.S.Gangatharan 98423843, N. Vipulananthan 98879074.

05 Oct 02, 6.30 pm, GEETHANJALI 2002’ - Annual Musiv Concert
presented by Bharatalaya Academy at Agora Theatre, La Trobe

University.

26 Oct 02, Multicultural Celebration of Tamil Arts and Literature’
presented by Tamil-Australian Friendship Society.
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<> Golden Life / Sole Breadwinner

< Golden Age / Retirement

<{Lady’s Choice / Executives and Housewives

< Children’s Savings Plan / Ages 1 to 11

< Golden Scholar / Secondary Tertiary Education
<Life Security / High Insurance Protection
<{Income Protection / Self-Employed / Business

Please contact Subramaniam Arumugam
Insurance / Security Adviser
03 9545 5040

0412 886 730 (Optus)
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I was delighted to read your May 2002
issue reporting the success of the concert
"Culture in Harmony". Needless to say I
also appreciate your impartial reporting of
the happenings in Sri Lanka.

There has been unthinkable and terrible
conflicts between the Tamils and the
Singhalese in Sri Lanka. However, it is
for us to face reality, and find solution
and make amends for the future, so that
hereafter we can live in a civilized
manner, instead of being enveloped in
hate or suspicion of each other towards
destruction.

"Do not do unto others what you would
not do unto yourself. should be the
guideline and precept for all times, for us
to follow.

J. Balasubramanium.
Sydney.
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History has a horrifying habit of
repeating itself; appearing first as
tragedy and later as farce. What
Sri Lanka is witnessing now fits
this description. Almost fifty
years ago, concepts of religious
nationalism, attempts to subordi-
nate the state to ecclesiastic con-
trol and the political role of cler-
ics set the stage for what has been
called the ethnic conflict, terror-
ism and national liberation. But in
reality a plain and simple civil
war. Today as the war enters its
penultimate stages there is a ma-
cabre replay of events past. As if
the ghosts of yesteryear have not
just come back to haunt us; but to
remind us that we are so mori-
bund, so politically bankrupt that
they can reenact the past before
us, taking us onwards to the past.

Religion was never a stranger to
politics in Sri Lanka. The Roman
Catholic Church’s support for the
United National Party was Cardi-
nal Coorays great contribution in
this area. The Church was driven
by many compulsions, not least
the fact that in the early years of
independence the main opposi-
tion, the Marxist Left, contested
the UNP along the coastal stretch
from Negombo to Kalutara, by
coincidence the Catholic belt.

As early as 1947 the UNP had
posters of places of worship in
flames in an effort to deter the
poor devout fisher folk in this
area from voting against them.
They also put conservative Bud-
dhist monks on their election plat-
forms to counter the influence of
young clerics like Ven Walpola
Rahula who had returned from
India with radical ideas. But all
this was only a dress rehearsal for
what was to come in 1956.

Ven Mapitigama Buddharakitta,
the High Priest of the Kelani
Temple mobilized Buddhist
monks for a door-to-door cam-
paign aimed at getting S W R D
Bandaranaike (President Ku-
maratunge’s father) elected.
Buddharakitta the kingmaker was
not just Vice President of the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party, his para-
mour Vimala Wijewardene was a
cabinet member and other minis-
ters were so beholden to him that
they promoted Buddharakitta’s
business interests. It wasn’t for
nothing that Minister Philip Gun-

* awardene (father of MEP leader
Dinesh) called him ‘Buddy-
racketeer!’

When Prime Minister Banda-
ranaike attempted to solve the
incipient national question by en-
tering into an agreement with
Federal Party leader S J V Chel-
vanayagam, it was Buddharakitta
and Vimala Wijewardene who
occupied the Prime Minister’s
residence at Rosmead Place and
bullied him into tearing up: the
Bandaranaike Chelvanayagam
Pact. Not only did this end the
prospects for devolution of power
to regional councils, it led to the
first island wide anti-Tamil po-
grom in 1958. Later when he
crossed them Vimala Wijewar-
dene and Buddharakitta got Ven
Somarama to assassinate Banda-
ranaike.

But history gave us a second
chance. In 1965 the Federal Party
became a constituent in Prime
Minister Dudley Senanayake’s
UNP Government, with Senator
M Tiruchelvam (Dr Neelan’s fa-
ther) serving in the cabinet. The
prospect of devolution to District
Councils had the SLFP-led oppo-
sition putting monks on the
streets. Near Kollupitiya junction
the police opened fire, killing a
monk — a memorial was later
erected at the place where he fell.
The UNP panicked. Not only did
they make scapegoats out of DIG
S A Dissanayake and SP Ivor Van
Twest, but they never enacted the
promised reforms and a disillu-
sioned Sen. Tiruchelvam left the
cabinet in 1968.

History was generous; it gave us a
-third chance. Thanks to the pa-
tience and tenacity of Prof
Jeyaratnam Wilson and Dr Neelan
Tiruchelvam negotiations were
held in the aftermath of J R Jay-
awardene’s 1977 election victory.
The result was a scheme of Dis-
trict Development Councils for
which elections were held in
1981. While the polls were being
conducted in Jaffna the UNP sent
its arch-nationalists, Ministers
_Gamini- Dissanayake ~and Cyril
Matthew who between them did
such a splendid job that the Public
Library, Jaffna MP Yogeswaran’s
house and a good portion of
Jaffna was reduced to rubble.

History didn’t give up, in 1987
came the Rajiv Gandhi initiative,
an agreement to set up Provincial
Councils. It was doomed from the
start, not only did the Prime Min-
ister of Sri Lanka R Premadasa
boycott the signing of the agree-
ment, but Jayawardene himself
publicly stated that he would cam-
paign for the breakup of the
Northeast Province at a future
referendum. Premadasa’s antago-
nism was such that after he be-
came President in 1988 not only
did he undermine the Northeast
Provincial Council under Chief
Minister Vardarajah Perumal, but
he provided arms to the Libera-
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam to
drive out the Indian army. The
Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna, a
rural nationalist party used the
anti-Indian hysteria that elements
within the UNP and the SLFP

Gulf of
Mannar

Indian Ocsan

whipped up to:launch a violent
bid for power; one that turned Sri
Lanka into South Asia’s killing
field.

And now the Norwegian brokered
Memorandum of Understanding.
One doesn’t need a lot of imagi-
nation to guess that the SLFP and
the JVP are at it mobilizing the
Buddhist clergy to embarrass,
undermine and torpedo Ranil
Wickremasinghe and the MOU.
The campaign is being led on the
ecclesiastic side by Ven Elle Gun-
anase.

In his recent book Sri Lanka; The
Arrogance of Power, human
rights activist Rajan Hoole, gives
us some insights into Gunanse.
“Gunanse was known to be a
maverick with a tendency to get
out of control once he began to
speak. There were several monks

like him, who began their careers
by encroaching on state land.
Their success depended on state
patronage. He encroached on
crown land opposite the BMICH.

“He had strong links
with Gamini Dissanayake and
was a recipient of patronage from
the Mahaweli Ministry. He ac-
quired a Pajero Jeep, the symbol
of the new rich of the Jayawar-
dene era. As an extremist he was
very much in tune with Dis-
sanayke’s politics. He organized
karate classes for his Buddhist
Front and Ministers had partici-
pated in award ceremonies. It is

clear that in this opportunistic

alliance between politician and
monk, it was the politician who
reaped the long-term advantages.

The author then writes about Gun-
anse’s role in the UNP-
orchestrated anti-Tamil pogrom of
July 1983. “ He led a mob down
Cotta Road, Borella, with a list in
hand. He went to the Cinnamon
Gardens Police Station in a jeep

with a pistol stuck under his
robes, demanding curfew passes.”

When the reign of terror against
the Tamils continued unabated for
days Prime Minister Indira Gan-

Jayantha

dhi telephoned President Jayawar-
dene to express her concern.

“Following Mrs Gandhi’s tele-
phone call placing the Govern-
ment under compulsion to curb
the violence, the first person J R
Jayawardene talked to was Elle
Gunanse an extreme right wing
monk accused of compiling hit
lists of (Tamil) premises.”

Can we ever exorcise the ghost of
the past or are we doomed to re-
live it time and time again. If the
future is to begin, then the past
must end.

Newly-arrived immigrant
and refugee women’s
health

On May 29 and 30 2001, Working Women’s Health ran a Conference
focusing on the health and well being of recently arrived refugee and
immigrant women— Journey Through: newly arrived immigrant and

refugee women’s health.

The Conference discussed the impact of migration and refugee
experiences in relation to all aspects of women’s health. The Event
provided a unique insight into the issues and experiences that affect
immigrant and refugee women— the discussion generated, and
experiences explored, formed the basis of key strategies addressing the
current quality of health services. Issues include: women in detention at
Woomera; Australia’s treatment of asylum seeker and refugee women in
the community; human rights standards for the treatment of women and
children in immigration detention; culturally appropriate information on
depression for newly-arrived women; gender-based claims and the
Refugee Review Tribunal; NESB women in the Victorian labour force;

and women and activism.

“Presenters addressed the issues in a very personal way, but with
excellent academic and empirical backgrounds. They delivered not only
information, but their own personal experiences.” “Relevance to my
work. I was really expecting the issue of asylum seekers to be yet again in
the margin—but I was suitably surprised at the value and time given in

keynotes. Good work.”

The Papers have now been collected as Proceedings—providing an at-the-
ready collection on key areas concerning recently-arrived immigrant and
refugee women'’s health and well being. The Papers discuss reproductive
health and nurturing, mental “health, social and community health,
settlement, occupational health, self-representation, and leadership and

community activism.

Uthayam reporter ***
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indo-Pak tensions and cross

border terrorism

For over twelve years India has been
experiencing ‘cross border terrorism’.
What this means is that terrorists (or
Jehadis) trained by Pakistan have been
crossing the Line of Control (the line
which divides Jammu and Kashmir
and Pakistan Occupied Kashmir) and
indulging in violent acts. There have been
clashes with the Indian Army and both
sides have lost lives. Terrorists in the
name of 7Jihad’ have targeted innocent
people ans indilged in horrible acts of
terrorism. They have local supporters and
have an umbrella organization called the
Hurriyat Conference’. Pakistan calls this
a ‘freedom struggle’ and the terrorists
freedom fighters’. Thousands have died
and Kashmir’s economy has taken a nose-
dive. The part that is in India (Jammu and
Kashmir) is ruled by National
Conference - a pre dominant Muslim
party that sided with India when Pakistan
invaded Kashmir in 1947.

A new situation arose after the defeat of
Taliban in Afghanistan. Thousands of
Jehadis’ crossed over to Pakistan and
started infiltrating into Kashmir. They
found another heaven in Kashmir for
jihad® with the help of Pakistan’s
infamous ISI (Inter Services Intelligence).
As every one knows that, in Pakistan, ISI
is a state within state. It is well known
that the ISI was the main instrument used
by the US to launch a holy war’ against
the pro soviet regime and the Red Army
in Afghanistan. After the defeat of the
fundamentalist Taliban regime in
Afghanistan with US backing after the
September 11 attacks - violent attacks
increased in Kashmir. There was a suicide
attack on the Kashmir Assembly. This
was followed by a similar attack on the
Indian Parliament. There was yet another
fatal attack on a prominent temple in
Jammu and the recent incident of killing
innocent bus passengers and civilians in a
cantonment. The situation became bad
and public pressure mounting the Indian
Government took a hard line and massed
troops on the borders.

There are a lot people in India who would
like to teach a lesson to Pakistan. They
say that the matter should be solved
forever. People are angry over US double
standards. Some Ministers have criticised
the US for ignoring terrorism in Kashmir
while itself acting in Afghanistan after
September 11. There are also people and
political parties who want diplomacy first
to play its role. They are critical of the
Indian government’s pro US foreign
policy. The hardliners in the ruling
alliance want the government to act in the
light of recent electoral decline of the
BJP. It remains to be seen what strong

(from page 2)

steps the government will take against
Pakistan. The issue has been discussed in
the Indian and foreign media.

One of the options if diplomacy fails is to
mount a limited operation. This could be
in the form of hitting the terrorist training
camps in Pakistan Occupied Kashmir.
This naturally will be treated as an
aggression by Pakistan. And retaliation is
expected. This could lead to an all out
war. The consequences of an Indo-Pak
war will be obvious. Complete domestic
legitimacy to Musharraf’s military regime
and the danger of a nuclear war. Though
Musharaff has said that he does not want
war but was ready for it. It is also known
that if Pakistan’s existence comes into
threat it is likely to use nuclear weapons.
Conventionally, Pakistan cannot fight a
long war with India. The most likely
scenario being that either the US will not
allow a war or after a few days war both
will be forced to sit and talk. But it
remains a fact that if at all there is a war it
will be fierce one with high casualties.
With both countries armed to the teeth
there should be no doubt that it could well
be the last Indo-Pak war.

This brings us to the fact that a war will
be economically disastrous for both the
countries. Though much more for the
foreign aid dependent Pakistan. Millions
of dollars have been pumped into
Pakistan as a gift for its support to the US
offensive in Afghanistan. There are US
Special Forces in Pakistan still-hunting
for Al Quida militants. There have also
been joint exercises between the US and
Indian forces near Agra recently. The US
has also indicated it will supply modern
military wares to India. This means heavy
expenses at the cost of the common man.
Many welfare and development related
projects are likely to suffer. But those
who are for war do not care.

There is no doubt that India has been a
target of ‘cross border terrorism’ in
Kashmir. There are insurgencies in other
parts of India like Assam, Nagaland,
Manipur, Andhra Pradesh, and Bihar etc.
The only difference being that other
countries have little interference in them.
They really do not pose a serious threat to
India’s integrity. But no political party in
India can accept another partition of
India. Jammu & Kashmir remains ‘an
integral part of India’. Farooq Abdullah,
Chief Minister of Jammu & Kashmir has
said that Pakistan wants to annex
Kashmir. This is not acceptable. But a
peaceful resolution of the Kashmir
dispute is also desirable. Hard decisions
and bold steps from both sides can make

this possible.
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“Many unanswered questions on 1983 riots”

Submission to the Presidential Truth Commission on

Starting from the November issue we began publishing a submission made by Mr Lionel Bopage, Former General Secretary, JVP, to Lankan
Presidential Truth Commission. Mr Bopage now lives in Australia.

I believe the group who led
1983 riots behind the scene,
used the incident of 13 soldiers
killed in Jaffna as a pretext to
launch their pre-meditated racist
plan of violence. In my opinion,
the government and President
Jayawardena expected an
exodus of Tamils from the south
to the North East would occur
when Tamils in the south are
attacked as planned. Because of
the loss of revenue and business
activities Tamils based in the
south would force Tamil
militants to curtail their struggle
for a separate state, they would
have believed. I am of the
opinion that this plan went out
of control when other racist
elements, common criminal
elements and people who
struggle to survive under
difficult circumstances joined in
the prey. Said racist plan of
violence was also used as a
pretext for repressing the JVP
and driving it underground.

With the aim of bringing about
justice, reconciliation and unity
of all peoples the Commission is
faced with the critical task of
determining political
responsibility, political and
military operational commands
and lines of accountability, and
the individuals who carried out
specific acts of gross violation
of human rights during the
period being inquired into.

Justice is not revenge or
retribution. It is not only
punishment. It demands that the
concerns of victims of violence
should take prominence in the
process of reconciliation. There
are thousands of families who
have suffered in so many ways
during the 1983 riots. They
could justifiably demand that
they should be compensated for
the harm caused by the violence.
I understand that the
government has already taken
certain measures to address this
issue. . Still there are some
victims whose problems have
not yet been addressed. Their
appeals have gone unheard. In
my opinion, the Truth
Commission in making its
recommendations should take
this situation also into account.

It is for all in the civil society to

I believe the group who led 1983 riots behind the scene, used the incident of 13 soldiers killed in Jaffna
as a pretext to launch their pre-meditated racist plan of violence. In my opinion, the government and
President Jayawardena expected an exodus of Tamils from the south to the North East would occur
when Tamils in the"south are attacked as planned. Because of the loss of revenue and business
activities Tamils based in the south would force Tamil militants to curtail their struggle for a separate
state, they would have believed

promote and protect equal
individual and collective rights
disregarding caste, race, colour,
religion, language and other
differences. And it is for all Sri
Lankan peoples to work
together to build a better life for
all; a Sri Lanka where there is
room for all of us and our
grandchildren to live in dignity,
fairness, peace and prosperity.
The country is still involved in
conflict, violence and
bloodshed. Not only exposing
the evil actions that have been
committed and investigating the
reasons why such actions
occurred but also the restoration
of the dignity of the victims and
the humanity of the perpetrators
are required to achieve unity and
reconciliation of all peoples.
The past is history and we

~ cannot recreate it or change it.

Sri Lanka cannot build its future
by recreating its past. What is
done today determines Sri
Lanka’s future. I believe that
peoples of Sri Lanka will
become wiser, and better able to
march into the future with
confidence in one another.
Then the past gone by will
become only fading memories.
Sri Lanka should not let its past
destroy its future!

14. Recommendations

I would like to forward
following recommendations for
the attention of the Truth
Commission:

¥ Development of a new
Constitution enshrining the
principles of fairness, equality,
dignity, justice and unity of all
peoples of Sri Lanka, with an
appropriate preamble for
correctly interpreting its clauses
in the context of the future
vision of reconciliation and
unity laid down by the
preamble.  Decisions of the
highest executive should also be
subject to the scrutiny of the
normal legal process.

2 Recognition of
individual and collective rights
of peoples of Sri Lanka in the
new constitution.,
Decentralisation of power and
equality of access to
opportunities ‘and resources
should become a key feature of
the new constitution.
Inclusivity rather than
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exclusivity should be its
prominent characteristic.

3; Development of
adequate measures to ensure
that the personnel in the public
service, security, judiciary,
election commission and
education perform their duties to
the people in an apolitical
manner. Apolitical bodies
should monitor their
performance. In the provision
of services their performance
should be guided by timeliness
and efficiency indicators
incorporated in codes of ethics
and customer service charters.
Privacy acts and freedom of
information legislation should
ensure transparency and
accountability of their
performance. Also it is
necessary to ensure that their
performance is appropriately
and adequately rewarded.

4. Withdrawal or extreme
curtailment of excessive powers
given to security forces, the
Police, para-military and
vigilante groups. Their day to
day performance should be
strictly monitored by an
independent human rights
commission and reported to the
House of Representatives. As
an urgent measure, legislation
providing the Executive the
authority to delegate excessive
power to the security forces
should be withdrawn or
appropriately curtailed.

23 Development of an
anti-discriminatory legislative
framework that allows for the
establishment of special
institutions for resolving cases
of discrimination within strict
time limits stipulated by law.
This legislation should deal with
discrimination based on caste,
race, religion, language, gender,
disability and political opinion.
Institutions established under
this law should also be
empowered to arbitrate and
resolve issues of equal
opportunity.  The institutions
should have not only the power
of arbitration but also power to
impose punitive measures.
Decisions of such institutions
should be binding and may be
appealed through the normal
justice system and within strict
time limits.
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6. Establishment of an
additional Code of Practice on
anti-discrimination for the
private sector, with the
government rewarding private
organizations implementing
model anti-discriminatory
practices.

s 53 Extension of the
application of anti-
discriminatory legislation to
political organisations and body
corporates including private and
government newsmedia.
Organisations of any nature,
both secular and non-secular,
disseminating racist propaganda
and arousing feelings of racial
and/or religious hatred of one
people against another thus
destabilising the unity among
peoples of Sri Lanka should be
banned and made punishable by
law. Leaders of such
organisations and individuals
engaging in such actions should
be brought to justice and
appropriately and publicly
humiliated. Parliamentarians
and politicians of all persuasions
should adopt and sign a Code of
Practice ensuring that they will
never make use of divisive
issues such as caste, race,
language and religion for the
purpose of achieving political
power.

8. Declaration by the
Truth Commission, the
government, or another
investigative body that the JVP,
the NSSP, the LSSP, the CPSL
and their members detained in
1983 who were alleged to have
been involved in the riots are
innocent victims of a political
witch-hunt. ~ This will help
relieving the psychological
trauma, the victims of political
witch hunt have been
undergoing so far and restoring
the dignity, honour and the good
names of those victims.

9. Provision of monetary
compensation and/or other
forms of material assistance,
psychological support, provision
of comfort and solidarity to the
families and/or children who
had become victims of the 1983
riots and the political witch-hunt
that followed.

10. Organisation as a
collective effort by the
Government, community

organisations and the civil
society festivals celebrating
diversity of all peoples of Sri
Lanka. Government awards for
multicultural literary work and
performing art could be
incorporated with diversity
celebrations.

LE: Active involvement of
most of the population as
individuals and organizations in
the process of reconciliation and
unity of people.

32 Gradually making
English the link language and a
compulsory subject of school
study and provision of adequate
facilities for teaching English at
all schools. The department of
education should closely
monitor social science studies,
in particular, history education
by training all history teachers
to promoting ideas of equality,
dignity, justice, reconciliation,
inclusivity and unity of people
and to teach wvarious
interpretations of history from
different perspectives.

13¢ Appointment of people
with integrity and no direct
involvement in partisan politics
as leaders of the security forces
and the public service. All
appointments, promotions and
transfers within the public
service, in particular, within the
Jjudiciary, security forces and the
Police should be based on merit
and not based on any other
factors.

14. Making a public
apology by the government in
power to the victims of 1983
riots and racial hatred. This will
serve as a preliminary goodwill
gesture of reconciliation.

This list of recommendations is
not exhaustive. It will be
pertinent for the government to
prolong the duration of the
Truth Commission with the
power to intervene on an urgent
basis at any time the
Commission may deem
appropriate.  Especially when
implementing rts
recommendations for alleviating
the plight of victims, assisting
restoration of their dignity and
honour, ending the humiliation
and making them feel that
reconciliation and justice has
not been at their expense.

(Concluded)***
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Tamil Guardian: What is your
assessment of the current peace
process in Sri Lanka? Why is
there a delay in the resumption
of peace negotiations to be held
in Thailand in June?

Mr Balasingham: The positive element in
the peace process is that the cease-fire
agreement entered into by the parties in
conflict i.e. Sri Lanka government and the
LTTE, has been holding for the last four
months without any major incidents of
truce violations.

The cardinal objective of the truce
agreement is to bring an end to armed
hostilities and to establish a congenial
situation conducive for peace
negotiations. The terms and conditions
and a set of goodwill measures
enunciated in the cease-fire document are
aimed at de-escalation and restoration of
normalcy in the war torn Tamil
homeland. The truce agreement also
seeks to remove the conditions of
oppression imposed on the Tamil civilian
masses under a rigid military occupation
and to improve their conditions of
existence.

As a party to the cease-fire agreement, we
are unhappy that some of the terms and
conditions as well as some measures
aimed at creating normalcy in Tamil areas
are not fully implemented. The military
personnel are still occupying temples,
schools, colleges and public buildings in
defiance of the timeframes stipulated in
the truce. Some of the Hindu temples are
historical holy sites which are sacred to
our people and the reluctance shown by
the Sinhala armed forces to vacate these
places of worship has angered the Tamil
people and is destroying their confidence
in the peace process.

In blatant violation of the conditions of
cease-fire the armed forces refuse to
dismantle barriers and checkpoints in
densely populated cities and towns and to
continue to intimidate and harass
civilians. There have been incidents of
violence committed by the armed forces
against LTTE members and Tamil
civilians in the eastern province.

The cease-fire document stipulates that
unarmed LTTE members will be
permitted freedom of movement in the
northeast for political activities. But the
Sri Lanka government has imposed
stringent conditions for the freedom of
movement of our cadres in the islets off
Jaffna  where 35,000 Tamils live.
Similarly the Sri Lankan navy is refusing
to remove all restrictions on fishing even
after the timeframe of 90 days has lapsed
which continues to affect seriously the
conditions of existence of our fishermen.
To put it briefly, the Sri Lankan armed
forces are not co-operating in the task of
implementing the cease-fire accord and
adopting an intransigent and hostile
attitude towards the LTTE and the Tamil
civilians. :

The non-implementation of the terms and
conditions of the cease-fire is causing
delay in the resumption of peace
negotiations. A proper and systematic de-
escalation of the conflict and the
restoration of normalcy - in the war
affected Tamil region which are essential

- pre-requisites for peace negotiations, can

only be realised by the smooth
implementation of the truce agreement.

In our view, the cease-fire should be
strengthened and stabilised since it is on a
strong foundation of peace that political
negotiations should take place. We are
disappointed over the lack of concern and
inclination on the part of the Sri Lankan
government in the process of de-
escalation and stabilisation of peace,
which is seriously undermining the
confidence of our people in the peace
process.

Tamil Guardian: It is widely rumoured in
the political circles that the armed forces
are deliberately resisting the
implementation of the cease-fire
agreement since President Kumaratunga,
who is the commander-in-chief of the Sri
Lankan armed forces, has not signed the
truce accord. What is your comment?

Mr Balasingham: Maybe there is an
element of truth in this rumour. We are
well aware that President Kumaratunga is
deadly opposed to the terms and
conditions of the cease-fire as well as for
confidence building measures aimed at
de-escalation and restoration of normalcy.
For more than seven years she has been
adopting a ruthless policy of military
repression and subjugation of the Tamils.
She was responsible for the
intensification of the war and the rigid
economic embargo on the Tamils. She
has a pathological hatred for the LTTE
and is opposed to a negotiated political
settlement with the LTTE. She threatened
openly to abrogate the truce accord
claiming that the agreement was a
betrayal of the country. In view of her
ultra-nationalist and hawkish attitude on
the Tamil national question, one can
safely assume that President
Kumaratunga is capable of creating
difficulties for the current peace process.
But as far as we are concerned this is a
problem of co-habitation between Ranil’s
administration and the Presidency. We
would be happy if there is constructive
co-habitation between the Premier and the
President and the cease-fire agreement,
the very foundation upon which the peace
process rests, is fully implemented.

Tamil Guardian: President Kumaratunga,
though extremely critical of the cease-fire
agreement, maintained a non-
interventionist attitude in the early stages
of the truce, has now become very
assertive and interventionist in her
approach towards the peace process.
Furthermore, there seems to be a growing
consensus between Ranil and Chandrika
in stipulating conditions for the LTTE i.e.
on matters of fixing date for talks, de-
proscription and interim administration.

"What is your view on this matter?

Mr Balasingham: We are deeply
disappointed to note that Mr Ranil
Wickramasinghe is back-tracking on the
crucial issues of de-proscription and
interim administration. President
Kumaratunga may have prevailed upon
Ranil to take a hard-line attitude towards
the LTTE, an approach she adopted
during her bloody and savage military
campaign against the Tamils which
brought unprecedented death and
destruction in the Tamil homeland and
led the entire country to a total economic
disaster. - The intervention of

The Norwegian peace initiative in Sri Lanka has been delayed
by the government’s failure to implement the terms of the
permanent ceasefire with the Liberation Tigers and is
threatened by the hostile intervention of President Chandrika
Kumaratunga, the LTTE’s chief negotiator and political
advisor, Mr. Anton Balasingham, told the Tamil Guardian this

Kumaratunga and her misguided strategy
of imposing unacceptable pre-conditions
have definitely slowed down the peace
process and generated a state of impasse.

For years the LTTE leadership has called
for a process of de-escalation based on a
stable cease-fire, which would lead to
restoration of normalcy in the Tamil
homeland followed by de-proscription of
the organisation as necessary pre-
requisites for the commencement of peace
negotiations. The request for
unconditional de-proscription represents
the collective will and desire of the entire
Tamil people who want the participation
of the LTTE in the peace talks as their
authentic and legitimate representatives.
We anticipated that Ranil’s
administration would take a bold step to
de-proscribe our organisation to satisfy
the aspirations of the Tamils and to
promote the peace process. But we are
disappointed to note that the government
has imposed a pre-condition linking the
date for the commencement of talks with
the possible de-proscription. Furthermore,
some cabinet ministers have commented

The proposal for an interim
administrative  set-up was originally
mooted by the Government of India
following the signing of the Indo-Sri
Lanka Accord to permit the participation
of the LTTE in the administration of the
northeast for a short period prior to the
proposed provincial council scheme was
given proper constitutional form. The
interim set-up did not materialise as a
consequence of the delaying tactics of the
former President Jayawardane. Mr
Wickramasinghe, who openly
campaigned for the establishment of the
interim  administration and got the
mandate from the people in the
parliamentary elections, has reneged from
his position. He now proposes that core
issues should be taken up for discussion
in search of a permanent solution.

Resolution of the core issues or rather the
fundamentals underlying the Tamil
national question requires fundamental
constitutional reforms leading to a radical
restructuring of the state system. This is
an enormously difficult and time-
consuming task. Pragmatically, it is also

that de-proscription can only be
considered at a stage when the talks
progress satisfactorily, a similar position
taken by the President. This is a clear
indication that Ranil’s administration is
reneging on its original position under the
influence of Kumaratunga and
Kadirgamar thereby impeding the peace
effort.

Ranil's government has also shifted its
original position with regard to the
proposal to establish an interim
administration in the northeast to
facilitate the LTTE to enter into the
democratic political ~ mainstream.
Chandrika seems to have successfully
impressed upon Ranil to consider the
interim administration only after finding a
permanent resolution to the contentious
core issues underlying the ethnic conflict,
a theme that she persistently adopted and
miserably failed.
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an impossible task when powerful
sections of the Maha Sangha and
nationalist political forces entrenched in
chauvinistic ideology are opposed to any
radical form of power sharing with the
Tamils. Furthermore, Ranil’s
administration, with limited political
authority subordinated to an all-powerful
presidential rule cannot undertake this
monumental task involving a fundamental
structural transformation of the state. It is
precisely for these reasons that we
mooted the proposal for an interim
solution for the Tamil speaking northeast
following a programme of cease-fire, de-
escalation and restoration of normalcy.
An interim solution is also intended to
create the necessary time and space to
consolidate peace and mutual trust
between the estranged communities and
to undertake the crucial task of
constructing the war-wrecked economy.
Ranil’s administration was favourably
disposed to the idea of an interim solution
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realising the practical logic behind the
proposal. Unfortunately he has now
shifted from his original position on the
advice of the President. This is going to
create serious difficulties for Ranil since
his government is incapable of addressing
and redressing the core issues behind the
Tamil question.

Tamil Guardian: What are the core issues
underlying the -ethnic conflict? Why do
you think that Ranil’s administration is
incapable of resolving them?

Mr Balasingham: First of all I should
point out that the Sinhalese and the

Tamils have different perceptions with

regard to the fundamental issues
underlying the Tamil national question.

Based on an over-simplified appraisal of
the problems of the past, the majoritarian
view among the Sinhalese is that the
Tamils have a set of grievances as a
consequence of discrimination against
language, education and employment.
These issues can be addressed and
resolved according to this general
perception of the Sinhalese, by granting
limited devolution in a politico-
administrative framework under a unitary
state system. In so far as the hard-line
nationalists are concerned there is no
ethnic problem. For them the Tamil
political struggle is nothing other than a
phenomenon of terrorism which has to be
crushed by military means.

As far as the LTTE, as well as the vast
majority of the Tamils, are concerned
they have a fundamentally different
perception with regard to substantive or
core issues of the ethnic conflict. The
Tamils view the Sinhala state oppression
with its unique and lengthy history
extending to a period of half a century, in
a different mode. For them, the Sinhalese
state oppression is not constituted with
isolated acts of discrimination and
injustice based on prejudice, but rather a
devious, calculated scheme aimed at the
destruction of the basic foundations of the
Tamil nation i.e. its language, culture,
education, economic life and homeland.
In other words, the Sinhala oppression
has been genocidal in intent since it was
aimed to destroy the national identity of
the Tamil people. This realisation based
on the historical reality of state
repression, radically transformed the
objective of the Tamil political agitation
from demands for equal rights into a
concrete struggle for Tamil homeland and
for the right to national self-
determination. The mode of struggle itself
underwent a fundamental transformation
from peaceful non-violent agitation into
an armed liberation struggle. A concrete
and objective analysis of the evolutionary
history of the Tamil political struggle
would reveal that the demand for the
recognition of the Tamil homeland, the
quest for Tamil national identity and the
right to self-determination are the
substantive core issues or rather, the
fundamentals behind the Tamil national
question. These are not abstract
theoretical constructs of political science
or vague legal principles in international
law as some Sinhalese intellectuals posit,
but rather concrete political demands
evolved through historical political
struggles to secure the inalienable rights
of the Tamil people.

Tamil homeland is not a conceptual
construct or a vague notion expressing an
unattainable aspiration. Rather it is an
objective existential reality grounded on
the material history of the Tamil speaking
people (Tamils and Muslims) who have
lived and toiled for centuries in a distinct,

contiguous territory of the northeast over
which they have an inalienable right to
ownership.

The demand for the recognition of Tamil
national identity is also not an abstract
theoretical problem but rather a concrete
political quest of the Tamil people
grounded on a bloody history of
repression and resistance. The Tamils as a
distinct people with a unique language,
culture, history and economic life and
historically constituted territories of their
own, form themselves as a national
formation. The Tamil aspiration to
maintain and perpetuate their unique
nationality is a fair and legitimate demand
that constitutes itself as one of the core
issues of the Tamil hational question.

We have already clarified our position
with regard to the Tamil right to self-
determination. We hold the view that the
Tamils have the right to both internal and
external aspects of self-determination.
The Tamils would examine a proposal for
a fully autonomous Tamil homeland with
a system of self-government in realisation
of their inalienable right to internal self-
determination. But if Sri Lanka denies the
right to internal self-determination and
continues to subject the Tamils to
genocidal oppression they will certainly
attempt to realise it externally by
struggling for secession, political
independence and statehood.

We do not think that Mr Ranil
Wickramasinghe has the necessary
political authority to deal with the core
issues as perceived by the Tamils
underlying the Tamil national question.
His theory of one nation, one country and
one people is the very negation of the
core demands of the Tamils for a
homeland, national identity and the right
to self-determination. The only practical
approach accessible to Ranil is to work
out an interim politico-administrative set-
up offering an opportunity for the LTTE
to participate in the economic
development of the northeast; to create
adequate space and time to explore the
feasibility of providing concrete
constitutional forms for the core demands
of the Tamils in terms of internal self-
determination. Any rush to address the
core issues, without the recognition of the
basic demands of the Tamils, will end up
in disaster as has happened in Thimpu.

Tamil Guardian: What do you expect the
Government of Sri Lanka to do to
rejuvenate the peace process and to start
the political negotiations as early as
possible?

Mr Balasingham: First of all, the
government should prevail upon the
armed forces to withdraw troops
occupying holy places of worship,
schools, colleges and public buildings as
enunciated in the cease-fire document.
Secondly, Sri Lankan armed forces
should be persuaded to withdraw barriers
and check-points in densely populated
Tamil cities and towns. Thirdly, the
government should withdraw all
restrictions and obstructions and allow
legitimate and bona-fide fishing, day and
night, in the northeastern waters except in
the restricted areas near coastal bases as
stipulated in the truce agreement.
Fourthly, the government should take
action to de-proscribe the LTTE without
stipulating any pre-conditions. Fifthly, an
interim  politico-administrative  set-up
should be the main topic of the agenda for
talks as originally pledged by Ranil’s
government.

We are not imposing any pre-conditions
for talks but rather insisting that
obligations under cease-fire agreement
should be implemented without delay and
the public commitment made by Mr
Wickramasinghe with regard to the
formation of an interim administration
should be fulfilled. The destiny of the
peace process is in the hands of the
government. TamilNet 2001**
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UTHAYAM ADVERTISING INFORMATION

1 Unit (10cm Wx 4.5cm H - pre paid)
2 Units (10cm Wx 9 cm H - pre paid)
3 Units (10cm W x 13.5cm H - pre paid)

$25.00 We can provide 2 colours on the last
$40.00 page or center fold at an extra cost of
$60.00 $50.00 per advertisement

4 Units (10cm W x 18cm H - pre paid) $75.00

Quarter Page $100.00

Half Page $160.00 UTHAYAM

Full Page $250.00 P.O. Box, 3170, Wheelers Hill, Vic 3150
Last Page - full $400.00 Phone/ Fax: (03) 9561 0242 or contact
Last Page - half $250.00

Center fold - full $275.00 Sydney Ketha 0409 450 902
Center fold - half $ 185.00 Melbourne Siva 0412 067 019
Front Page - Top Shoulder $75.00 i Mrs Bala  (03)97953568
Bottom Strip 4cm x 26 cm (2 colours) $200.00 Perth Ramkumar (08) 9332 3978
Classified Ads - per line (pre paid) $1.50 . GST extra

UTHAYAM COMMUNITY

TO PLACE AN ADVERTISEMENT
ON THIS BUSINESS GUIDE PHONE UTHAYAM CONTACTS ON PAGE 2
RATE: $10 PER ISSUE OR $100 PER YEAR

MELBOURNE

'BERNARD ELE

REC. 11743

Commercial - Domestic - Industrial

19367 9308 & 0404 098 136

MELBOURNE

LION OF INDIA
Tandoori Mughlai North Indian
Cuisine - Take-aways 20% discount || fyanhoe, Vic 3079
Bookings: 9379 2161
Dinner 7 nights
349 Keilor Road, North Essendon

87 Beaty Street,

Ph. 9614 3588 (BH)
9497 3738 (AH)

MELBOURNE PERTH

RAVI JAMES ASSOCIATES || TAILOR

Repaires & Alterations to Ladies,
Gents & Childrens clothing.

Quality workmanship
Ph: (08) 9451 6346

Clayton

KNT Restaurant

164 Clayton Road, Clayton
Bookings:

Ph / Fax: (03) 9544 2170

Vermont South

RICH MAHA

Shop 3, 499 Burwood Hwy.
Bookings: '
Ph / Fax: (03) 9887 7663

Syndal

The Palms

Food Court & Restaurant
213 - 215 Blackburn, Road
Syndal, 3149

Ph: (03) 9803 9668

Springvale

Rajus Indian Restaurant
890-892 Princes Highway,
Springvale

Ph: (03) 9574 2693

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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Give your child a good foundation
in English & Maths

Think in the long term. Literacy and numeracy skills are fundamental to a child’s development.

Classes from Prep to Year 8.

Very affordable cost for community benefit. Open to all.
Also Hinduism and Human Values Education as an additional option.

Weaker students get help on the fundamentals. Others do challenging tasks. Individual care given.
Students attending these classes are likely to feel more comfortable and confident in their day schools.
Bharathi Academy has 8 years of experience and proven achievement behind it.

For more information and enrolment, please call (03) 95512903.
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L. Murugapoopathy
P.O.Box 350
Craigieburn, Vic 3064, Australia
(03) 9308 1484
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