JAMES STREET
MEDICAL CENTRE

Bulk Billing
Opening on
05 March 2002

Dr. Anne Sellathurai
MBBS, FRACGP

63 James Street,
Dandenong
Phone 9793 1962
Phone/Fax 9793 1973

he Liberation
Tigers' chief ne-
gotiator and po-

litical advisor, Mr. Anton
Balasingham, welcomed
the Sri Lankan govern-
ment's decision to review
its proscription of the LTTE
so as to pave the way for
future negotiations with the
organisation. Contacted by
TamilNet = over Premier
Ranil Wickremesinghe's
comments in Parliament ,
Mr. Balasingham said the
de-proscription of the LTTE
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ments by former Foreign
Minister Lakshman Kadir-
gamar urging the new gov-
ernment not to lift the ban
on the LTTE.

Mr. Balasingham described Mr.
Wickremesinghe's statement to
the Sri Lankan Parliament say-
ing deep thought should be
given to the ban on the LTTE,
as "an encouraging sign of the
new government's commitment”
to end the ethnic conflict. *

"The de-proscription of the

acknowledgement of our posi-
tion as the authentic representa-
tives of the Tamil people," Mr.
Balasingh-am said.

Kadirgamar who argued in Par-
liament that "on the question of
de-proscribing the LTTE, any
precipitate action should be
avoided, and the government
should bear in mind interna-
tional practice in the face of im-
pending talks with banned or-
ganisations."

"The LTTE's political advisor
praised Premier Wick-
remesinghe as "a realist and a
man of vision genuinely com-
mitted to bringing peace and
prosperity to the island which
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Australian foreign minister wel-
come the peace process in Sri
Lanka and expressed his support
to the Norwegian Government's
efforts to facilitate a lasting
peace and a durable settlement.
He further said he was encour-
aged by the decision of both the

was a long-standing im- LETE -vyill be a recognit‘ion of - % Balasinel strongly criti- has been devastated by war." G e Ehton
pedlme_nt to a peaceful the legitimacy of the Tamil peo- cised comments by the former . Tigers of Tamil Eclam to enter
resolution of the conflict. ple's struggle. It is not a conces- Foreign Minister Lakshman Australia welcomes i e I eaared

He also criticised com-

sion [by the government] but an

T V Parasuram in Washington

India continues to develop its
nuclear arms programme with
foreign assistance, mainly from
Russia, and the 1998 nuclear
tests were a significant mile-
stone in its efforts to build so-
phisticated weaponry, the CIA
says in a recently published re-
port.

"The acquisition of foreign
equipment will benefit New
Delhi in its efforts to develop
and produce more sophisticated
nuclear weapons," the semi-
annual report to the US Con-
gress -—-Acquisition of Technol-
ogy Relating to Weapons of
Mass Destruction and Advanced
Conventional Weapons -- says.

"India continues to rely on for-
eign assistance for key missile
technologies, where it still lacks
engineering or production ex-
pertise. Entities in Russia and
Western Europe remained the
primary conduits of missile-
related and dual-use technology
transfers during the first half of
2001," the report, which covers
the first six months of last year,
says.

India, says the CIA, also contin-
ues an across-the-board mod-
ernisation of its armed forces
through 'advanced conventional
weapons', mostly from Russia,
although many of its key pro-
grammes have been plagued by
delays.

New Delhi received its first two
MiG-21-93 fighter aircraft and
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Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd will
now begin the licensed upgrada-
tion of 123 more aircraft, it
adds.

"Russia," says the CIA,
"continues to be the main sup-
plier of technology and equip-
ment to India and China's naval
propulsion programmes. In ad-
dition, Russia has discussed
leasing nuclear-powered attack
submarines to India."

India concluded an $§ 800 mil-
lion contract with Russia for
310 T-90S main battle tanks, as
well as a smaller contract for
KA-31 helicopters in the first
half of 2001, says the report.

India is negotiating with Russia
for nuclear submarines and an
aircraft carrier, and it also con-
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tinues to explore options for
leasing or purchasing several
advanced electronic warfare sys-
tems.

New Delhi also signed a $270
million contract with Tel Aviv
for the Barak-1 missile defence
systems, it says.

The Indian Air Force has re-
opened competition for jet
trainer aircraft and is consider-
ing bids from the Czech Repub-
lic, France, Italy, Russia and the
United Kingdom, the report
says.

"Russian entities continued to
supply a variety of ballistic mis-
sile-related goods and technical
know-how to countries such as
Iran, India, China and Libya," it
says. (Redifff)
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Private tuition

accounting for year 11
and 12 and account,
auditing for
TAFE + UNI student.
Tel: 9706 3982

Active, health, slim,
Christian, Englishman,
age 55, living in Perth,
seeking Indian lady with-
out ties with a view to
marriage, Plans travelling
around Australia in the
Future.

Please write with photo or
phone: JustineThorne, 44
Cordelia Ave, Coolbellup,
W.A. 6163.

Tel: (08) 9331 5594
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The LTTE has released 13 pris-
oners to their relatives, who
traveled to the Wanni on Sun-
day seeking their release. Secre-
tary of the Association of Rela-
tives of Servicemen Missing in
Action, E. P. Nanayakkara, who
led the delegation, told Colom-
boPage over the phone from
Wanni that the relatives had
wanted the LTTE to release the
17 prisoners of war which they
had declared to the International
Committee of the Red Cross.

Those released include crew-

'LTTE to be
absorbed into
Army if peace

dawns’

Army Commander Lionel Bala-
galle has said that the LTTE
cadres could be absorbed into
the Army if the peace process
succeeds.

Addressing a UNICEF-
sponsored workshop in Co-
lombo , the Army Commander
said, "We must start addressing
this problem before we are con-
fronted with it."

Balagalle said the LTTE cadres
so absorbed could be deployed
to provide security for Tamil
political leaders. "We must have
plans.

"What do we do when the LTTE
lays down arms and enters
mainstream?” the Army Com-
mander probed.

(Colombo page)

members of the MV Mission.
The names of the prisoners are
Sunil Perera, Mahinda Dias, W.
S. Premananda, R. J. Rupas-
inghe, A. L. Attanayake, A. K.
Boyagoda, Sisira Priyankara de
Silva, T. D. Gamini, Nimal Nis-
hantha, E. D. N. Jayalath, S. H.
Gunawardane and Pushpaku-
mara Jayakumara. The delega-
tion, which had traveled in a
convoy of 20 buses, had planned
to persuade the government and
LTTE to swap prisoners.

ColomboPage

TULF demands
disarming of
Jaffna politicians

TULF Vice President and MP
V. Anandasangaree has called
for the disarming of all armed
politicians in Jaffna.

"This is of paramount impor-
tance for the success of the
peace process,” Mr. Anandasan-
garee has said. Armed groups
are extorting money and intimi-
dating political rivals. They are
spreading terror and sabotaging
the peace process, the TULF
Vice President claims.

( ColomboPage )

No restrictions for
journalists to enter
the Vanni

The government is preparing to
provide facilities to local and
international media personnel to
visit the Vanni and unliberated
areas in the North.

Accordingly, arrangements have
been made since yesterday to
issue permits to visit these areas
within 24 hours of establishing
their identities.

It is believed that media person-
nel have the ability to report ac-
curately on the needs of the in-
nocent Tamil civilians as well as
on war and peace.
(ColomboPage )

Tiger rebels ’dragoon Tamil
teenagers’

Reports from eastern Sri Lanka
say Tamil Tiger rebels there are
taking advantage of the current
ceasefire with the government to
step up forced recruitment of
teenagers for their war effort.

Local people also say there has
been a marked increase in extor-
tion and abduction for ransom
by the rebels.

The moves have raised tension
and caused some families to
consider moving out of the area
to protect their children.

Most people in the east are too
scared to say anything publicly.
But it is clear the local rebel
commanders have started com-
ing into government-controlled
areas for recruitment. They are
taking advantage of the current
ceasefire to move around in Bat-
ticaloa district, visiting families
and demanding that they give at
least one child to the movement.

Community leaders say the
Tamil Tigers are forcibly con-
scripting young boys and girls
who look fit enough to fight
from families who had previ-
ously fled rebel territory, pre-
cisely to avoid such an eventual-

ity.

Tamil fears

There are also reports through-
out the east of Sri Lanka of in-
creased extortion by the rebels,
sometimes of sums up to the
equivalent of $1,000. Local peo-
ple say the rebels are now de-
manding that teachers and gov-
ernment officials pay 12% of
their salary as an unofficial tax,
as opposed to five percent previ-
ously.

In one town in Trincomalee dis-
trict, shops and offices closed in
protest at what they said was
increased extortion by the Tamil
Tigers. What is not clear is
whether the rebel leadership in
the north of Sri Lanka is fully
aware of what their cadres in the
east are doing.

The Catholic bishop of Mannar,

in north-western Sri Lanka, says
he informed the leader of the
Tamil Tigers political wing, Mr
SP Tamilselvan, last week about
the increased conscription and
extortion. It is his understanding
that Mr Tamilselvan, who is
currently involved in peace ne-
gotiations with the government,
was surprised to hear what was
going on.

The issue is a very serious one,
as it threatens to undermine
what the government says is the
last chance for peace in Sri
Lanka. And it is causing alarm
among Tamil civilians who say
they increasingly fear the rebels
who claim to be their sole repre-
sentatives. (BBC)

Visas on arrival
for Indian and
other SAARC

tourists

Tourists to Sri Lanka from and
India and the rest of the SAARC
countries will be issued visas on
arrival from January 25, under a
new tourism promotion pro-
gramme launched by the Gov-
ernment. Tourists from India,
Nepal, Pakistan, Bangladesh,
Bhutan and Maldives will no
longer have to obtain prior visas
under the new arrangement. The
program is part of the new Gov-
ernment s 100 day action plan.
All visitors from the SAARC
countries can now obtain a tour-
ist visa for a one month at the
Colombo airport . However an
application to the Immigration
and Emigration department is
required to extend their stay be-
yond the month. This is the first
time that the landing endorse-
ment procedure has been ex-
tended to the SAARC region. At
present citizens of 72 countries
in Europe, Americas and Asia
already enjoy this facility. This
initiative is among Government
s plans to boost tourist arrivals
within the coming months tak-
ing advantage of the Peace ini-
tiatives in the offing.

No
de-proscription,
but ban may be
suspended, says

Tyronne

Foreign Minister Tyronne Fer-
nando appearing on the Sirasa
TV UK channel said that the
government had no plans to
deproscribe the LTTE but Co-
lombo could temporarily sus-
pend the ban if the Tigers dis-
arm and come for peace negotia-
tions.

"If they become violent, the
government could re-impose the
ban,”’ the minister said.

He said that the Tigers must
drop their separate state demand
if they want the ban revoked and
come up with an alternative to
Eelam that the government can
consider.

"We got a mandate at the last
election to resclve this problem
by negotiations. Norway is at
present preparing the ground to
start these talks and we will
have to wait and see whether we
can make peace with the LTTE
this time,”” Fernando said.

He accused the JVP of trying to
stir up the people unnecessarily
and said that the government’s
resolve was to politically settle
the Tamil problem without di-
viding the country.

Fernando attended a Common-
wealth meeting attended by Sri
Lanka, India, UK, Australia,
Canada, Tonga, Bahamas, Tan-
zania, Malaysia and South Af-
rica in Marlborough House in
London.

This meeting addressed the is-
sue of eradicating terrorism
worldwide. Sri Lanka, Malaysia
and South Africa urged that this
scourge cannot be eliminated by
war alone and political solutions
must be found where necessary.
The Commonwealth meeting
also discussed measures to stop
money laundering worldwide.

(Island)
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City older than
Mohenjodaro unearthed

Indian scientists have made an
archaeological find dating back
to 7500 BC suggesting the
world’s oldest cities came up
about 4,000 years earlier than is
currently believed, a top govern-
ment official said on

The scientists found pieces of
wood, remains of pots, fossil
bones and what appeared like
construction material just off the
coast of Surat, Science and
Technology Minister Murli
Manohar Joshi told a news con-
ference.

"Some of these artefacts recov-
ered by the NIOT (National In-
stitute of Ocean Technology)
from the site such as the log of
wood date back to 7500 BC,
which is indicative of a very
ancient culture in the present

Christian body
opposes Dara’s
candidature in UP

The All India Christian Council
had called upon the election
commission to impose a ban on
the Krantikari Manuvadi Mor-
cha, which has apparently an-
nounced Dara Singh, an under
trial in the Graham Stuart
Staines murder case, as its can-
didate in Ghaziabad.

"The christian community in the
country is shocked and repulsed
at the announcement of a politi-
cal party that it will field Singh
as its candidate," council secre-
tary general John Dayal said.

The Australian Christian mis-
sionary and his young sons,
Timothy and Phillip, were burnt
alive by a mob allegedly led by
Dara Singh in Orissa three years
ago.

He also expressed concern that
Prime Minister A B Vajpayee,
Home Minister L K Advani and
state Chief Minister Rajnath
Singh had not condemned the
candidature of Singh.

Courtesy: UNI

Gulf of Cambay, that got sub-
merged subsequently,” Joshi
said.

Current belief is that the first
cities appeared around 3500 BC
in the valley of Sumer, where
Iraq now stands, a statement
issued by the government said.

"We can safely say from the an-
tiquities and the acoustic images
of the geometric structures that
there was human activity in the
region more than 9,500 years
ago (7500 BC)," S.N. Rajguru,
an independent archaeologist,
said.

The findings, if confirmed, will
dislodge the Harappan Civilisa-
tion dating back to 2500 BC as
India’s oldest civilisation.

(Indian Times)

Monument
for IPKF
mooted

The Sri Lankan government is
thinking of building a monu-
ment for the Indian Peace Keep-
ing Force (IPKF) in gratitude
for the role it played in safe-
guarding Sri Lanka’s unity and
integrity at a critical phase in the
island’s history between 1987
and 1990.

"The idea is being considered at
the highest level," a defence
ministry official told Hindustan
Times. He, however, declined to
provide details regarding the
monument.

The idea of building a monu-
ment was first mooted by for-
mer Sri Lankan ambassador and
political commentator Kaly-
ananda Godage about two years
ago. According to Indian statis-
tics, India had lost 1,155 men,
including 51 officers. 3,153
men, including 162 officers,
were wounded or maimed.

Courtesy Hindustan Times
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Indion Key commander was shifted

Lt-General Kapil Vij, com-
mander of 2 Corps was removed
from his post after the US ex-
pressed “concern” over the for-
ward deployment of the strike
formations under his command.
Government sources confirmed
that the Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO) issued instructions that
the general be shifted. Conse-
quently, the army asked Lt-
General Vij to proceed on leave.
He has been replaced by Lt-
General B.S. Thakur, the chief
of staff of the Army Training
Command, Shimla. The army
had said that Lt-General Vij had
gone on leave for personal rea-
sons.

Last week US satellites
picked up the movement of
the Ambala-based 2 Corps of
which Lt-General Vij was the
General Officer Command-
ing. The satellite images ap-
parently showed that some
armour columns of 2 Corps
had moved into strike areas
from their concentration ar-
eas, which are generally at a
safe distance from the border.
Forward movement of strike
corps can be construed as a
threatening stance.

“The information was also made
available to Pakistan. The
Americans discussed the issue
with Pakistan during US Secre-
tary of State Colin Powell’s visit
to Pakistan last week. Following
this, the US expressed its con-
cern to India,” said sources.

The US reportedly confronted
India with the images. But the
government apparently pro-
fessed ignorance, and denied
that it had instructed the strike
formations to move to forward
locations. “The PMO immedi-
ately asked the army to take ac-
tion against Lt-General Vij,” a
senior officer revealed. Army
Headquarters complied by ask-
ing the corps commander to go
on leave.

One of the three strike corps of
the Indian Army, 2 Corps is
trained, equipped and tasked to

at US behest

launch offensive operations in-
side enemy territory. A strike
corps has a substantial armour
(tank) component. All three
strike corps, including the
Mathura-based 1 Corps and the
Bhopal-based 21 Corps, have
been mobilised in the ongoing
Operation Parakram.

Sources in the army admit that it
is “improbable” for a strike
commander to issue movement
orders without the approval of
his seniors. Lt-General Vij’s
immediate superior is Lt-
General S.S. Sangra, com-
mander-in-chief of the Western
Army. An Armoured Corps offi-
cer, Vij has earlier commanded
31 Armoured Division from
Babina. He was promoted to Lt-
General in June 2000, and was
given command of the strike
corps, a prestigious assignment.

Army Headquarters said that the
replacement of Lt-General Vij is
no reflection on his professional
competence. In the current
build-up, 2 Corps is a crucial
formation. It was this corps
which was to conduct an exer-
cise to display India’s armoured
might. However, as a concilia-
tory measure, India has decided
not to hold the exercise.

What did Lt-Gen Vij do?

As GoC of 2 Corps, he moved
his armour close to war-time
positions along the Punjab-
Rajasthan stretch of the Indo-
Pak Border.

Why was he removed?

US satellites picked up the
movement. The US shared the
images with Pakistan. Pakistan
expressed anxiety, US con-
fronted India. India said it was-
n’t aware of the movement.
PMO ordered Vij’s replacement.

Could Vij have acted on his
own?
Highly unlikely, especially be-
cause this is a strike corps. At
the very least Vij would have
cleared the movement with his
immediate superior, Lt-Gen S.S.
Sangra, GoC-in-C Western
Command.

Hindustan Times

Fioods in
Jaffna

The unexpected continuous
downpour of rain for two con-
secutive days has inundated the
low lying areas in the Jaffna
peninsula. Bumper paddy crops
awaiting harvest have been sub-
merged in floods. The worst af-
fected areas are Karainagar,
Pandaitherippu, Moolai, Vaddu-
koddai, Sandilipay and Annai-
koddai. In Valigamam area
alone 430 hectares of paddy
fields are in imminent danger of
being submerged in floods. Dur-
ing the first two days Jaffna has
had a rainfall of 156.8 millime-
tres.

The tobacco crops in Vadama-
rachchy has also been affected.
Heavy rain coupled with winds
has damaged the tobacco crops.
Heavy shower of rain and
choppy sea have also resulted in
the passenger ship that set off
from Kankesanthurai to Trinco-
malee abruptly terminating its
journey and returning to Kanke-
santhurai after covering a dis-
tance of thirty knots from Kank-
esanthurai.

It may be noted that a similar
unseasonal rainfall had been
registered in 1985 causing im-
mense damage to paddy and

*garden crops in Jaffna.

(Daily News)

We invite readers to write their opinions in
Uthayam.

All

contributions must'be brief.
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Open 7 days a week. RAJU’S VALUE PACK

Lunch :

The total value is $37.00, now on special
Monday to Friday 12.00 - 2.30pm e total value is p

Entrees 2 pieces of Samosa or Pakoda
: 2 pieces of Tandoori Chicken or Chicken Tikka
Dinner : Main 1 serve Lamb or Beef Curry (any)
7 nights 5.30 - 10.30pm 1 serve Chicken Curry (aay)
1 Rice, 2 Naan Bread, 1 Raita, 2 Pappadums & Dips
Dessert 1Kulfior GuiabJamun  [TAKE AWAY ONLY]

We accept all major credit cards

FREE
One can of soft drink and THA“ SPECIAL LUNCH sgggm i
Pappadums with each order One Chefs special Vegetable Curry and | owe:
over $20 One Non-Vegetarian Curry from the [ "
take Swayn y) Menu Plus Naan, Rice, Raita and Pappadum
conditions apply

CURRY IN A HURRY [vaxe vy

ONLY

A delicious combination of authentic and contemporary Indian

0
cuisine. We use only polyunsaturated cholesterol free oil and LUNCH BOX SPEGIAL °7°

Halal meat. ANY CURRY - VEGETABLE / CHICKEN / LAMB / BEEF
WITH RICE, 2 PAPPADAMS * SOFT DRINK

WE CATER FOR ALL YOUR NEEDS

ANY OCCASSION: BIRTHDAY, ANNIVERSARY, CHRISTMAS

New Introduction

BUFFET DINNER

All you can eat (Monday to Thursday)
Indian, Asian food, Salad Bar, Curries, Tandoories,

South Indian food and Roomali Roti - ONLY $14.95
(Conditions apply)

RED PATH
(RES

WE ARE HERE

SPRINGVALE ROAD

weary

890 - 892 Princes Highway, Springvale 3171
Tel / Fax : 9574 2693

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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INDIAN MUSIC SCHOOL

(Est. 1994)

NORTH INDIAN CLASSICAL MUSIC

( Vocal & Instrumental )

* Tabla & Music Classes at various locations
* Reasonable Rates * For all levels and ages

Ph:(03) 9884 74410 0403 167 441
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UDAYA SPICES

Wholesalers & Retailers

Open 7 days of the week from 10am to 9pm
Asian Groceries, Fresh Vegetables, VCD/DVD/CD hire & sale,

1/76-78 Station Street,
Wentworthville, NSW 2145

Phone: (02) 9688 3954

Fax: (02) 9769 0277

SHAN SPICE CENTRE

9 & 10, 7/10 Joyce Steet,
Pendle Hill, NSW 2145

Phone: (02) 9688 2772

AMUTHA SURABI FOOD BAR

164 Parramata Road,
AUBURN, NSW 2144

Phone: (02) 9748 1841

&I _soTuilsb 8 midGbEIHdbhEGd Baamsuuinsr 22CT
Hhid HdGGHEHBE BT _BsusoTpul SB1 b

pipd  AGLDHHDGS EsdeTal HTHEHTE, CUIHIBHIAG 6
HGD. SHig Gostelld a1 CHTYIINSTID GUDYD OBTETETRTD

3/76 Station Street, Wentworthville, NSW 2145
Tel / Fax: (02) 9896 3446

Raagam [Tusie (entre

Piramid, Ayngaran,
Columbia, (Five star Re

Tamil DVD,
Films & Songs

Tamil ¥CD Films &Songs

< We are hiring VCD & Video
cassettes in Tamil, Hindi,
Thelunku and Malayalam.

< We are Recording any Tamil
song from CD to CD and any
VCD songs to video cassettes

% We are hiring “MUTHTHU
MANAVARAI" for wedding &
puberty

Please contact:
THAYA on (02) 9746 6486
or 0414 579 923

hop 17A, 16-20 Henley Road
Homebush West NSW 2140
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We invite readers to write
their opinions in
Uthayam. All
contributions must be
brief.
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FPaolicatons

For all your
Tamil & English
Typesetting and Pagemaking

contact: Vimal or Ratha
on (03) 9803 8787

Sikh Society of Australia celebrates
Diwali Dinner Dance

By our reporter
Melbourne:

Festival of lights — Diwali was
celebrated by Sikh Society of
Australia on the evening of
17" November. The night was
organised at the new location
of Tandoori Plaza Indian res-
taurant in Mooroolbark. The
evening was full of colour and
variety with excellent food and
brilliant music.

Mr. Jang Bahadur Singh
Pannu, President of the society
welcomed over 180 guests at-
tending the function. Chief
guest for the evening Mr. Sam
Aziz, Commissioner of Victo-
rian multicultural commission
expressed his full support and
satisfaction at the activities of
Sikh Society of Australia. Af-
ter delivering the customary
speech for the evening he pre-
sented the International Year
of Volunteers award to six
equal winners of the commu-
nity, namely Mr. Manjit Singh
Aujla, Mr. Dalvinder Singh

Garcha, Mr. Harsharan Singh
Gill, Mr. Vimaldeep Singh
Dhaliwal, Mr. Surinder Singh
Mudher and Dr. Amarjit Singh
Tanda. Society’s secretary Mr.
Paramjit Singh Jaswal intro-
duced these winners and in-
formed the guest with their
achievements.

Mrs. Dilpreet Jaswal and Mr.
Harpal Singh of society’s cul-
tural sub-committee coordi-
nated cultural programme for
the evening. Tania, Navraj,
Mahima, Hrdeep, Joyti, Am-
rita, Manan, Rubi, Manjot,
Jagjit, Samreen, Jasmine, Ko-
mal, Preeti, Jagveer, Sandeep
and Justin performed on the

tunes of Bhangra music for the

audience.

Dr. Tanda traveled from Syd-
ney to receive the award. As a
well known Punjabi poet he
was requested to say few lines
for the audience after the
award presentation ceremony
which he happily accepted and
recited few lines from his col-

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

lection of Punjabi Poetry.

Under 12 and under 16 soccer
players and net ball partici-
pants of the SSA for National
Sikh Games were presented
with participation awards by
the society.

CGU insurance and consoli-
dated Insurance Agencies do-
nated the door prizes for the
evening.

The guests enjoyed excellent
three-course food with latest
bhangra tunes played by the
DJ of Andi Rai, Gunj and their
team. These young boys kept
the guests busy on the dancing
floor late until the midnight.

Thanks to the efforts of man-
agement committee and volun-
teers of SSA, function was a
huge success. Information on
the future activities and pro-
jects can be found on the soci-
ety’s web page at
www.aussiesikhs.com

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

SPIRIT of INDIA 2002
VIC ARTS CENTRE & NATARAJ CULTURAL CENTRE
proudly present from the ADELAIDE FESTIVAL

U SHRINIVAS

2

Shrinivas was a musical child prodigy who
has matured into India’s finest exponent of Car-
natac music on the Western mandolin. He took
India by storm with his first concert at 9. An
international celebrity at a Berlin festival at 13,
he stole the show at the 1992 Barcelona Olym-
pics at 23. John McLaughlan, Zakir Hussain,
Nigel Kennedy have sought his collaboration.

He will play traditional Carnatac music, accom-
panied by U Kajesh ( mandolin ) and by V Ramabhadran
(mridar‘}g{an}z : L
“He has a dazzling range of effects at his fin-
gertips. ”The Guardiang ge of e f
SPIRIT of INDIA artists are equal to the best in the world.”
Sydney Morning Herald
MELBOURNE
(Second Margaret Dhillon Memorial Concert)
Sunday 10 March 4.30 PM (Duration 2 hrs 30 mins)
The Playhouse , Victorian Arts Centre
Book at Ticketmaster7 1300 136 166 or outlets
ONLINE: www.ticketmaster7.com
Ticket prices: $26; PSU $21; $14 child below 12
(Subsidised by the Margaret Dhillon Estate)
OTHER CONCERTS: -
Sydney Opera House — 17 Mar (4.30 PM); Canberra — 18 Mar, Na-
tional Gallery; (Perth, Adelaide, Brisbane, Auckland, Wellington).

In association with the Opera House in Sydney. Assisted by Australia-
India Council & Indian Council for Cultural Relations.
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For all your travel requirements,

"Where simple rellablhty, courtesy
and professionalism matter"
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Please contact

Our sales consultant at

158 Sydney Road, Brunswick, Victoria 3056

Telephone: (03) 9388 1366, (03) 9387 0777
Fax: (03) 9380 4907
After Hours: 0414 264 782, 0414 766 499

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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CHINMAYA MISSION AUSTRALIA

FREE PUBLIC DISCOURSES

by

His Holiness S wami Swaroopananda
RAMAYAN - AYODHYA KAAND

Venue : Kel Watson Theatre, Forest Hill college, Mahoneys Road,

Burwood East, Melway 62C5

Date : Friday, 5th April to Saturday, 13th April 2002

Time: 7.30 p.mto 9.00 p.m

(Please be seated by 7.15 p.m)

For more details please contact:
Chinmaya Dham (03) 9846 8359 (BH),
Vasu Srinivasan (03) 9887 4232 (AH)

Nimmi Narasimhan (03) 9578 5501 (AH)
www.chinmaya.com.au

Chinmaya Dham, 4 Pioneer Drive,
Templestowe, Vic 3106
Ph: 03 9846 8359

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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Swatch Tel
Phone Cards

India 63¢/ min

GO BANANAS™ “We ze off Peak all the time”

1800 access only
15¢ extra per minute

1800 access
from mobiles

No Internet Connection
No Flag Fall
Card chaining

No "Off Peak / Peak" rates

Country Rate* Country Rate*
Anywhere sl
Botswana $0.40 Philippines $0.31
USE SWATCH TEL CARD AND GET Canada $0.075 Qatar 21.10 Flat Fee 24 hOLlI'S,
Denmark $0.08 Russia — Moscow 0.15
o ol Finland $0.13  Saudi Arabia so79 [ daysaweek
France $0.075 Singapore $0.7.5¢
[ { Germany $0.041  South Africa s039c  Help Desk Support
Iran $0.70 Sri Lanka $0.57
)) Italy $0.09 Sweden $0.075 For rates for other destinations and full
¢ Japan $0.11 Switzerland $0.10 terms and conditions call 1800 220 005.
Kuwait $0.40 Taiwan $0.13
Malaysia $0.15 Thailand — Bangkok $0.30
Distributed by Netherlands $0.08 United Arab Emirates $0.49
g sals New Zealand $0.08 United Kingdom $0.057 o
Discount Dialing Pty Led 1% e s s : ‘
: Oman $1.00 Zambia $0.80 ~—
Shiva Peethamparam Papua New Guinea $0.45 Zimbabwe $0.80 ~

Mob: 0411 747 293 WORLD TELECOM™

PO Box 1016, Parramatta NSW 2150
ACH 094 182 386

* Local Access Rate per min

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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Virulent Tamil Racism

Australian Government Gazzette on
22.12.01 has included L.T.T.E as a
terrorist organization inspite of the
valiant efforts to defend activities of
organizations depending on terrorism
to achieve political ends.. (ref. article
by R.Rahulan in yr November issue-

page 9)

Nelson Mandela and others are
quoted frequently by apologists for
violent political movements as a

J

cover of respectibility while going all
out to criticise organizations or indi-
viduals who democratically criticise
movements like Tamil Tigers. For
scribes like Rahulan use of arms by
groups are in order while use of de-
mocratic methods to educate general
public about threats of terrorism are
wrong. There is no point in repeating
how Tamil grievances had progres-
sively grown to Tamil aspirations
driven by virulent Tamil racism. Such
debates conducted in other fora have
shown how the Jaffna elite nourished
racism from the begining of 20th cen-
tury to preserve the privileges enjoyed
under the British. So the history of the
present day LTTE is not as innocent
as Rahulan attempted to discuss in his
article.

After the end of the cold war, talk of
liberation’ has become nonsensical .
Mankind’s fundamental values are re-
defined and Tamil Tigers and like or-
ganizations are out of date. Allowing
free run for terrorist organizations
will be detrimental to the world. The
United Nations and the responsible
governments all over are fast becom-
ing active partners of coalition against
Terrorism, the scourge of the 2lst

century.

Ranjith Soysa

SPOKESPERSON S.P.UR: Society for
Peace, Unity and Human Rights in Sri
Lanka

f/ FOOD COURT
J/ 2 RESTAURANT

Chinese / Malaysian
Malay / Tndian

ey
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Amp[e carpark

You walk in to be greeted with a palm filled court

Fully licensed, B.YO (wine only)

1e Palms Food Gour
and Restaurant

ey e - e
- S T Bag .

Cafe / Bar

g oW g g

Where many kitchens greet you
With tantalizing aromas

Vegetarian / Sti Lankan

200 seating capacity
Takeaway available

it is a Malaysian Style HaWkers Food

Court

A VISIT TO THE PATMS WILL
TELL YOU ALL ABOUT IT

The Palms Food Court and Restaurant
Phone: (03) 9803 9668
213 - 215 Blackburn Road, Syndal 3148.
Mel Ref. 70 J1

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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By Amelia Koh-Butler

I met Lavinya in winter, 2001. I
met up with the Moderator of
NSW Uniting Church Synod,
Mrs Margaret Reeson, in May,
discussing some of the possibili-
ties for Cross-cultural involve-
ment in the NSW Synod meet-
ing. We got to talking about
work with refugees. She sug-
gested I pursue our conversation
with a bit of action.

An old friend, Rev John
Jegasothy, had been visiting
Villawood Detention Centre for
some years. John was himself a
refugee from Sri Lanka some
years ago. He is Tamil and left
when the threat to the safety of
his family became severe. He
experienced first-hand what it
was like to come here out of
desperation, fear and pain.
Rather than become bitter, God
enabled John to relaunch him-
self into full-time ministry here
in Australia. After going
through the lengthy Reception
of Ministers (from overseas)
process and spending time at
United Theological College,
John served as the Parish Minis-
ter in the country west - Parkes!

When he returned to Sydney, :

now serving at Dulwich Hill, he
started becoming involved in
ministering with people who
had come here as refugees. He
helped his congregation to de-
velop the Dulwich Hill Uniting
Church Refugee Services and
visited people (particularly of
Tamil origin) in Villawood De-
tention Centre.

Following my conversation with
Margaret, I contacted John and
asked if there was anything I
could do to help. He filled me in
on some of his work and asked
if I could come to visit a young
woman in the detention centre.
That was how I met Lavinya.
Lavinya is Tamil, but from Ma-
laysia. She was a student at
Western Australia University
and had been arrested for out-
staying her visa. She was
brought to Villawood - across
the country and further away
from firends and family. She
was very lonely. She met Robert
(another Tamil from Sri Lanka/
India) in the Detention Centre.
Few of the women in Villawood
spoke reasonable English and
fewer still had actually spent
any time in Australia. Life in the
Detention Centre is depressing
in the extreme, with little to do
and a continual sense of
frustration and hopelessness.

Many of the detainees suffer
from post-traumatic stress disor--
der. Many have fled extreme
violence and torture. Lavinya
found a compassionate and car-
ing man in Robert. They fell in
love and were married in the
Detention Centre. When I first
started visiting Lavinya, she was
in the early stages of pregnancy.
She was still suffering from de-
pression and regularly saw the
Centre psychologist. Robert was

obviously totally besotted with
her and kept close to her. She
turned out to be a gentle, softly-
spoken young woman. She was

~pretty scared but also full of

courage and very excited about
the baby. I gave her some preg-
nancy magazines and promised
to get her some clothes. Over
the months, I visited Lavinya
several times, usually taking
something as a treat. She rang

‘me at home many times. We

talked and prayed on the phone
together, sharing hopes and- dis-
appointments.

Lavinya always asked about my
well-being and was grateful for
anything that anyone did to try
to help her. On one of the visits,
Fsiswent. -beyond' the
"professional” and told her that
if she were released to have the
baby, I would care for her. Ei-
ther she would stay with us or I
would find her somewhere ap-
propriate. I agreed to be with her
at the birth. She needed a female
friend. When I told Terry (my
husband) he was a bit shocked,
but very supportive. He talked
with her on the phone a number
of times when I was out, and he
understood that this situation
was something that went beyond
reason. Here was a human who
needed a bit of loving and we
were in the position to either
give that love or withhold it.

As Christmas approached, Lavi-
nya got bigger. Robert and Lavi-
nya went through legal process
after legal process. Sometimes
their cases were linked, some-
times they weren'. Legal Aid is
not allowed to provide services
to people seeking Refugee
status, so John spent a lot of
time trying to find Pro Bono
lawyers. I was just the person
Lavinya would talk to - so she
would have someone to tell
what was going on. In Decem-
ber, it seemed Lavinya would be
released and come and stay with
us for her final weeks of
prgnancy. A next-door eighbour
donated a pram; a member of
the congregation donated a
stroller; various others donated
clothes; and several of us
planned a baby shower.

On Friday 21 December, Lavi-
nya called. Could I come to a
hearing on Monday at 9.30am at
the Migration Review Tribunal?
This was to be Christmas Eve
morning. Christmas Eve is a
very big day in the congregation
where I work - we run a Christ-
mas Eve Workshop and pageant
that involves 80 kids and 30+
adults. Of course I would be at
the Tribunal! Over the weekend,
I talked to many of the adults in
the church and asked them to
pray for the Tribunal on Mon-
day. Partly, I was trying to ex-
plain why I might be a little bit
late getting to the workshop. On
Monday 24 December, I turned
up at the Tribunal. I arrived a bit
early and brought me take-away
coffee into the waiting area.
There were a couple of other

family groups there - hoping not
to be torn apart for Christmas.
9.30am came and went. I asked
the receptionist where Lavinya
would be. She told me she had-
n't arrived yet. One of the escort
guards from Villawood rand the
Detention Centre. Lavinya had
been deported. She was no
longer there. Everyone dived for
their phones.

The Tribunal Officer rang Villa-
wood to confirm Lavinya had
been deported. The Escort rang
the section she had been in. I
rang John Jegasothy. Eventu-
ally, we pieced together the
story. Lavinya had been re-
moved from Villawood at 6am
on Saturday morning. Accord-
ing to Robert, she was not even
permitted to take a pair of shoes.
He was removed and placed in a
holding cell. She was put on a
plane and sent to Malaysia - de-
spite the fact that she had a hear-
ing scheduled for Monday.

The Tribunal Officer was quite
shaken. He couldnt believe she
had gone and their own process
had been made a mockery of. I
told him, I didnt blame him for
what had happened, but some-
one. somewhere had made the
decision to take an §-month
pregnant woman and seperate
her from her husband in the
days before Christmas, without
allowing her the dignity of
wearing shoes. Someone made
the decision to wake her up to
take her 48 hours before she had
a scheduled hearing. I told him,
it was too late for either him or
me to help this one young
woman, but that for this to have
happened there must be some-
thing seriously wrong within the
Department of Immigration. The
Officer confirmed for me that
no-one had officially informed
them that she had been deported
and that had I not shown up,
they would have made a judge-
ment on the case based on the
writted applications, without
talking to anyone. The only way
they new she had been de-
poarted was because I showed
up! Through my tears and heart-
ache, Christmas Eve held for me
the image of a very pregnant
Mary - travelling uncomfortably
and without much dignity. She
lived in a world where powerful
people kept her oppressed and
without basic human rights. She
became a refugee, because her
son’s life was at risk. I live in a
supposedly free land. I see his-
tory repeating itself.

I talked with Lavinya on Christ-
mas Day. She rang me from
Malaysia. She is OK. Her hus-
band, Robert, is withdrawing

* his application to stay in Austra-

lia - he doesnt want to stay in
this kind of country. He is likely
to be granted a New Zealand
passport, because his case as a
genuine refugee (from medical
evidence of torture) has been
proven. The Kiwis are a little
more compassionate than we
are.

J <A B Poverty., corruption,
cold drives Gujarat

gquake vietims to

desperation

Almost one year after the devas-
tating earthquake that hit Guja-
rat, thousands of victims con-
tinue to be homeless, poverty-
stricken and are struggling to
make both ends meet amid a
biting cold winter.

The quake, measuring 7.9 on the
Richter scale, struck on Jan 26,
killing more than 20,000 people,
injuring more than 100,000 oth-
ers and destroying hundreds of
villages and 230,000 houses.
Even as the Gujarat government
gears up to complete one year of
massive rehabilitation work,
thousands of villagers in and
around the towns of Bhuj and
Anjar are desperate to get their
homes rebuilt.

"The new struggle is bad cli-
matic conditions, improper
housing facilities for thousands
and above all rising state-level
corruption that is making reha-
bilitation difficult," said Lalji
Desai, executive director of
Marag, a non-governmental or-
ganisation (NGO) which has
been working in Bhuj for the
past year. Immediately after the
quake, the state government car-
ried out extensive surveys and
formed categories of compensa-
tions to be paid to the victims.
"There are various categories.
The worst affected by way of a
completely destructed houses
were put in the G-5 category, a
slightly less one in G-4 and so
on. It is exactly this formula that
has given rise to massive cor-
ruption,"” said Desai.

"Local state government offi-
cials are claiming bribes from
the victims, ranging from 5,000
rupees (105 dollars) to 20,000
rupees, in order for them to get
their compensation from the
government," he added. Offi-
cials of various NGOs working
in Gujarat said cases of unfair
distribution of funds were being
unearthed daily. "Over Rs 10
billion have already been dis-
bursed by the government for
the rehabilitation of the victims.
However, a proper study will
point out most of the rehabili-
tated people are either rich or
enjoy clout with the government
and have received compensa-
tions fast," said a worker with
another NGO, who did not want
to be named.

"The sad part is that the govern-
ment is planning programmes in
various parts of the state to cele-
brate the first anniversary of the
quake. People have lost their
near and dear ones and their en-
tire life earnings on this day of
January 26 last year and these
guys are celebrating. Its ridicu-
lous and inhuman,” she said. "I
understand the government is
trying to send a message about
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the good work that it has done.
But celebration is no way to
communicate. Yes, many of the
thousands affected have got
something back. But there are
thousands still struggling to get
the basic mnecessities,”" she
added.

However state government offi-
cials denied allegations of cor-
ruption. Bhuj district develop-
ment officer Rajeev Topno said:
"The way the government has
worked, very few have done it
in the past or can do it in the
future. We have virtually com-
pleted the disbursement of funds
for at least rebuilding the homes
of the victims. Very soon the
government will release all the
facts and figures. "All those who
are yet to get the compensation
are cases of legal complications
such as tenancy rights and own-
ership disputes. Such cases take
a long time to be solved.”

The NGOs and some of the vic-
tims have planned a series of
protests and hunger strikes to
pressure the government into
hastening their distribution of
compensation. "In Anjar town,
one of the worst affected, over
300 peopie have started a relay
hunger strike from Saturday.
Villagers from over 50 villages
are participating in it and we
expect it to rise day by day. We
will stop only when the issues
are solved," says Sandeep Vir-
mani, executive trustee at Abhi-
yan, a leading NGO in Gujarat.

"Whether we achieve the earlier
richness is unknown, but we
know we have to get there. It
will take time, but the damage
was also incomparable. Let’s
hope for the best," said Topno.
But Ramabai (eds: one name), a
woman who lost her home, said:
"We do not want the best. At
least give us shelter, food and
clothing."

Could Human
Rights violations
be considered
persecution?
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BOOK REVIEW

A comprehensive guide to
Multicultural Melbourne

The relaxation of the White Australia Pol-
icy in 1966, followed by its abandonment
in 1973 opened the doors for people of
many countries to emigrate to Australia.
Since the 1970’s people have been coming
to Australia under various categories such
as family reunion scheme, refugees, skilled
workers, etc.

Thus during the past 30 years, the
social fabric of Australia has undergone
vast changes. Melbourne, the second-
largest city, has now become the home to
some 180 ethnic groups.

Although, Melbourne is now a
melting pot of so many diverse nationali-
ties, still there is no single book that gives
a snapshot of these groups’ ethnic, social,

— religious and political backgrounds.

But a recent publication titled
Cosmopolitan Melbourne has filled this
void by giving a compendium of informa-
tion about almost all ethnic groups that
have made Melbourne their home.

The authors of this book, who are
all professionals in their own chosen field,
with the help of Melbourne’s multicultural
communities and other organisations have
packed a wealth of information in this
book.

One of the authors, Jack Collins, a
renowned media commentator on migra-
tion is no stranger to this type of publica-
tion, as he had already authored similar
publications, one being cosmopolitan Syd-
ney.

A special feature of this book is
the information about media and organisa-
tions that cater to the social needs of ethnic
groups. For instance, under the headline
the Sri Lankans this book gives a compre-
hensive information about various social
organisations and the media. It gives the
following details about Uthayam:

“Established in 1996, Uthayam is the most
consistent of the free street papers. Pub-
lished in both Tamil and English it carries
international news, focusing on Sri Lanka,
India and Asia, and Australia-wide and
local news. It is an excellent source of in-
formation for upcoming events, such as
visiting musicians and film nights.

It hits the streets the first week of each
month and can be found at Sri Lankan, In-
dian and Fijian grocery stores throughout
Melbourne.”
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computer solution ready and avoilable. It took
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ossemble, train and build a professional sales
and technicol team and create user friendly

and inferactive stores. But the hard work has
been weil worth it. Today Landmark is one of
Victoria's most respected and longest serving
IT stores. We can offer any customer the very
best price, service, odvice on any computer
product with a coverage that is state wide.

AE WE CLAIMING TOO MUCH? WE DON'T THINK SO!

We stand proudly behind our products and
services after all, that has been the foundation
for our success. We guaranfee that when you
visit Landmark Computers you will receive the
finest service, feel full satisfication and great
confidence in your new computer system.
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Forty years ago on 28" Janu-
ary 1962, Sri Lanka awoke to
the startling news that a coup
d’etat by key police and mili-
tary officers had been foiled.
In retrospect the Sixty Two
Coup was a crucial turning
point in Sri Lanka’s contempo-
rary history.

Sri Lanka experienced one of
the longest unbroken periods
of colonial rule. When domin-
ion status was granted in 1948
the maritime areas had seen
450 years of European rule
and influence. One conse-
quence was an anglicized,
English-speaking non-
sectarian elite — largely low-
country Sinhalese, peninsular
Tamil and Dutch Burgher.
They were welded into a cohe-
sive group through education
and socialization in public
schools and shared a secular
liberal western outlook, re-
gardless of religious back-
ground.

“A select English educated
elitist group...conceives of

national integration in terms of |

a political ideal of constitu-
tional government and a unity
in diversity...But it has failed
to penetrate the layers be-
neath — the fragmented com-
petitive sub-societies of the
real Sri Lanka in the country-
side, with its rural elites and
peasant economy,” wrote Prof
Jeyaratnam Wilson in Politics
of Sri Lanka. “The other type
is...associated with mass mo-
bilization of pre-commercial,
pre-industrial peasant peo-
ple...they emphasize the cru-
cial and critical stigmata of
nationalism — the language,
culture, traditions and heroes
of the dominant nationality —
the Sinhala Buddhists.”

To the liberal Ceylonese estab-
lishment practically every step
post-56 seemed to undermine
the stability of the world they
knew; and this process seemed
to accentuate with Mrs. Ban-
daranaike’s election in July
1960. Growing Sinhala-
Buddhist militancy and the
political role of monks seemed
to threaten the very founda-
tions of society. They feared
the eclipse of a plural mulit-
racial society and the emer-
gence of a Buddhist theocracy
in its place.

Against this background, three
critical events pushed a section
of the elite and their represen-
tatives in the military, to at-
tempt to overthrow the govern-
ment. First, anti-Tamil vio-
lence. Bandaranaike’s attempt
to accommodate Tamil con-
cerns through an agreement
with the Federal Party was
thwarted by the hard right
which made him unilaterally

" train, presumably

tear up the pact. This was fol-
lowed in May 1958 by Tamils
residing outside the Northern
and Eastern Province becom-
ing the object of well organ-
ized government mobs. How-
ard Wriggins recorded the
events in Ceylon: Dilemmas of
a New Nation. “The outbreak
of violence began when a
carrying
Tamil delegates (to the Federal
Party Convention in Va-
vuniya) was derailed and its
passengers beaten up by ruffi-
ans...Arson and beatings
spread to Colombo... Tamils
were attacked, humiliated and
beaten. Many were subjected
to torture and some killed out-
right.”

The government did nothing.

Finally the Governor General

Sir Oliver Goonetilleke de-
clared a State of Emergency
and called out the armed
forces. Tarzie Vittachi records
in Emergency Fifty Eight how
Maj F C de Saram had to deal
with CTB gangs in Ratmalana
while Maj M O Gooneratne
had to fight off Irrigation Dept
employees and colonists at
Padaviya. One of the coup par-
ticipants arrived fifteen min-
utes too late to prevent the
burning alive of two Hindu
priests at Panadura. The inci-
dent convinced him that
“sooner or later something
would have to be done...” An-
other officer recalled how they
had been cautioned about han-
dling Buddhist monks leading
such mobs. His conclusion
was that: we should have sepa-
ration of church and state!

The anti-Tamil riots were the
first indication of the gap that
had emerged between a secular
military and a partisan regime.
Bandaranaike himself ac-
knowledged this when he
turned to Senior DIG C C Dis-
sanayake and said: Oh Jungle
Jungle, if only you were a
Buddhist, then I could make
you IGP. The people want a
Sinhalese Goyigama Buddhist
for IGP.

The second trigger was the
growing confrontation be-
tween the regime and the
Christian community, particu-
larly the Roman Catholic
Church. The take-over of de-
nominational schools was bit-
terly opposed by the Church.
Parents occupied the schools
and a siege mentality devel-
oped. Indian Prime Minster
Nehru who requested Cardinal
Garcia of Bombay to go to Sri
Lanka and mediate between
the Church and the Govern-
ment finally defused the stand-
off.

And finally in 1961 there was
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the protest launched in Jaffna
by the Federal Party against
the implementation of the Of-
ficial Language Act. One of
the coup participants who had
been assigned to Jaffna found
the Satyagraha peaceful and
advised against the use of
force. But when he sat in on a
Cabinet discussion he found
that the Government wanted to
use the Army in the North to
“teach the Tamils a lesson.” It
therefore ordered the 3™ Field
Artillery Regiment to Jaffna.
But when it was time to en-
train the commanding officer
Col Willie Abrahams and his
second in command Maj Basil
Loyala who were Tamils were
debarred from accompanying

S8RI LANKA pEetticalon
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the Regiment. Instead Col
Richard Udugama, an infantry
officer who was a kinsman of
Mrs. Bandaranaike and known
to be a militant Sinhala Bud-
dhist was placed in command.
At the Fort Station the troops
protested, refusing to leave,
until Col Abrahams prevailed
upon them to proceed without
him.

By now military commanders
were convinced that their au-
thority was eroding and being
replaced by an insidious dicta-
torship. They realized that
Udugama was being groomed
to take over command of the
Army. He had organized a
Buddhist Association within
the Army, and officers includ-
ing Buddhists who refused to
be drawn into his Association
regarded him with distain.
“Udugama was a bastard; he
had this communal thing.”

For those who launched the
coup the personification of the
growing authoritarian-
theocratic trend was Felix
Dias, Parliamentary Secretary

_ to the Minister of Defence. At

their trial they asserted that the
coup was a pre-emptive move
to thwart a dictatorship. Felix
Dias had publicly said that a
little bit of totalitarianism
would be a good thing.

Donald Horowitz in Coup
theories and officers’ motives
says “the officers reserved
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their bitterest resentment for
Felix Dias Bandaranaike.
Their characterizations of him
were unflattering in the ex-
treme: ‘the most arrogant bas-
tard you ever met... pom-
pous...revengeful...a megalo-
maniac . tTuthless.
untruthful... a bit mad.”

The Sixty Two Coup began to
take shape in the provinces
where the Army had been de-
ployed to counter both illicit
immigration from India and
the Tamil Satyagraha. Douglas
Liyanage CCS was Govern-
ment Agent in Mannar, Batti-
caloa and Trincomalee, respec-
tively. At these outposts he
came in contact with officers
of the artillery and armoured

corp.

In the Army the conspiracy
originated in the artillery, with
leadership provided by Col
Maurice de Mel, Chief of
Staff, Col F C de Saram, Dep-
uty Commandant of the Cey-
lon Volunteer Force and Col
Willie Abraham. In the Police
there were two chains of com-
mand. DIG Jungle Dissanay-
ake who directed metropolitan
officers and former DIG Syd-
ney de Zoysa who directed
provincial officers.

Derek de Saram personified
the cosmopolitan elite; re-
garded as the most respected
officer in the Army he had
been an Oxford cricketer and
lawyer and came from one of
the best-known low country
Sinhalese families. In January
1961 he brought key officers
into the coup.

Jungle Dissanayake the rank-
ing career officer in the force
was an outstanding police offi-
cer. Through him senior offi-
cers in Colombo were intro-
duced to the coup. Beginning
on the 13" he recruited Super-
intendents W E C Jebanasam,
M B Dedigama and C R Amdt
and ASPs Terry Wijesinghe,
Colin Vandendriesen, Dumbo

Jayatilleke and P R Senevi-
ratne. They were to detain
politicians and secure key po-
lice installations like the Radio
Control Room.

Jayantha

On the 25" Sydney de Zoysa
traveled south, meeting SP
David Thambyah at Matara
and SP F H V Brohier and
ASPs C S Orr and V K Aru-
mugam at Katukurunda. The
next momning back at Police
Headquarters the final steps
were being taken. Jungle Dis-
sanayake summoned Stanley
Senanayake SP Colombo and
said that orders had come
through from the top to arrest a
number of politicians. That
evening Maj Weerasena Raja-
pakse Ceylon Armoured Corp,
Maj Victor Joseph CAC, Maj
Wilton White Ceylon Artillery
and Colin Vandendriesan had
dinner with Derek de Saram.
He told them that it was neces-
sary to overthrow the govern-
ment of Mrs Sirimavo Banda-
ranaike. Meanwhile a co-
ordinated reconnaissance was
carried out to prepare for the
disruption of Colombo’s three
telephone exchanges - the
CTO, Maradana and Havelock
Town. It was led by Col Basil
Jesudasan, Commander Cey-
lon Signal Corp (Volunteers).

The final meeting was held at
the Kinross Avenue beach in
Bambalapitiya. Rear Adm
Royce.de Mel, former Navy
Commander, Col Maurice de
Mel, Col Willie Abrahams,
Maj Basil Loyola, Lt Col Noel
Mathysz Commander Ceylon
Electrical and Mechanical En-
gineers, Maj Rajapakse, Maj
White and Capt J] A R Felix
attended. The password was to
be ‘Yathura’ and the code-
name would be ‘Holdfast.’
The coup d’etat would com-
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mence at one am Sunday 28"
January. Noel Mathysz would
take the CTO; Rajapakse
would send four armoured ve-
hicles to guard Queens House
and another four to the Kirilla-
pone Bridge. Capt Felix would
guard Lake House.

However unknown to the other
conspirators, Stanley Senanay-
ake had got in touch with his
father-in-law P de S Kularatne
MP. Kularatne met the IGP
Maurice Abeykoon at the Ori-
ent Club on Sunday evening
and notified him of the plot, he
also informed Felix Dias.
Meanwhile the coup got un-
derway in Galle where SP El-
ster Perera made the first ar-
rest, that of LSSP MP Neal de
Alwis, Felix Dias’ uncle by
marriage.

Felix Dias promptly initiated
counter measures to thwart the
coup: the IGP who was sum-
moned to Temple Trees sent a
message out to all Police Sta-
tions not to obey any unusual
orders coming through; Col
Sepala Attygalle, commander
CAC instructed Maj Rajapakse
to send armoured vehicles to
guard Temple Trees. And at
1.30am 28" morning 300
troops supported by Bren gun
carriers surrounded Jungle
Dissanayake’s Longdon Place
residence. Operation Holdfast
had been checkmated. Twenty-
four defendants were put on
trial before a special court un-
der new legislation. Ten were
found guilty of waging war
against the Queen and sen-
tenced to ten years in prison
and the confiscation of all
property. Later, on appeal to
the Privy Council they were
released on a point of law.

The coup was the final attempt
by a unified non-sectarian
leadership to resist the advance
of Sinhala-Buddhist national-
ism. Two outcomes have be-
come evident in the last forty
years. First, the fragmentation
of non-sectarian opinion and
activity. And second, the con-
sequent unimpeded growth of
Sinhala-Buddhist nationalism.

Secular Ceylonese opinion en-
dured years of retreat in the
expectation that when the UNP
returned to power the tide of
sectarian nationalism would be
stemmed. But much to their
disappointment, not only did
the denominational schools not
revert to the status quo ante,
but also Sundays ceased to be

the weekly holiday. After.1965

there were differences in nu-
ance where policies of lan-
guage, race and religion were
concerned, but there would be
no reversion to the pre-56 era.
In fact these policies ceased to
be areas of contention as they
were written into the new con-
stitutions.

“Though the skeleton of a lib-

eral democratic form of gov-
ernment remained, the 1972
Republican Constitution was
to articulate in clear provisions
the aspirations of cultural na-
tionalism which had been a
political norm. These attributes
were parts of the constitution
which were seen as ‘non-
negotiable.” Buddhism was
given ‘the foremost place’ and
Sinhalese was made the offi-
cial language,” writes Dr
Radhika Coomaraswamy in
Sri Lanka: Crisis of the Anglo-
American Constitutional Tra-
dition.

Whereas the coup participants
included Sinhalese, Tamils,
Burghers and Malays who
were heirs to a common Cey-
lonese outlook; who believed
that together they could roll
back the growing communal
tide, this cosmopolitan leader-
ship and activism disappeared
after 1962. The Tamils, the
largest minority, closed ranks
along language and race,
‘withdrawing’ into the North
and East, no longer banking on
reforms in Colombo or sharing
power at the center. Instead
they came to the political con-
clusion that their only hope
was to secure their identity and

» rights in their area of domicile.

Non-metropolitan nationalists
would replace cosmopolitan
leaders with an outward look-
ing worldview.

Among the Moors too there
was the eclipse of the urban
Colombo leadership. In its
place emerged the Sri Lanka
Muslim Congress based on the
rural Moors of the Eastern
Province. The Burghers were
even more fatalistic. Believing
that the battle to preserve a
cosmopolitan Sri Lanka had
been irretrievable lost, they
abandoned the country en
masse, migrating to Australia
and Canada.

The Sinhala Christians who
had been the target of the post-
56 nationalism, and who had
given leadership to the opposi-
tion to the take-over of schools
and the 1962 coup, had been
politically abandoned and
ideologically isolated. Cos-
mopolitanism had ended.
“Buddhism seems to have won
the struggle for symbolic
status as’the pre-eminent relig-
ion ig,-Ccylon,” concludes Prof
Robert Kearney in The Politics

of Ceylon.

In the post-coup period the
armed forces and its leadership
were transformed. Old units —
the 3™ Field Artillery and the
Volunteer Squadron of the
Signals — were dismantled;
new units like the Gemunu
Watch — appealing to Sinhala-
Buddhist nationalism were
created. Regimental tunes,
mottos and emblems were
changed. And most important

the composition of its officers
was altered. By 1972 all cadets
entering the Diyatalawa Army
Training Centre that year were
Sinhalese. And in turn officers
like Brig Russell Heyn, Brig
Roy Jayatilleke, Col Lyn
Wickremasuriya and DIG
Rudra Rajasingham were
passed over for command and
office. “One notable conse-
quence was the elimination of
Christians from both the mili-
tary and the police thereby en-
suring that the enforcement of
law and the administration of
force would be in the hands of
those who would be largely
Sinhala-Buddhists,” observed
David Little in The Invention
of Enmity.

As the composition of the po-
lice and armed forces changed,
so did its outlook and conduct.
In 1958 it was the armed
forces and police that were re-
garded as impartial by the mi-
norities and seen as their secu-
rity from politically instigated
mobs. But in August 1977 on
the eve of the anti-Tamil riots
according to the Sansoni Com-
mission, “A false radio mes-
sage from the Jaffna police
station to the IGP stated: To-
day four CTB busses set on
fire, Naga Vihare is being at-
tacked.” Then came the trag-
edy of 1981 when the security
forces ran riot in the north and
the Jaffna Library was burned
down.

Finally there was the anti-
Tamil rioting of 1983, which
led to hundreds of thousands
of Tamils abandoning the
country, the expulsion of the
Tamil leaders from Parliament
and the induction of foreign
mediation — initially in the
form of India and now in the
person of the Norwegians.

“For days soldiers and police-
men were not overwhelmed:
they were unengaged or in
some cases apparently aiding
the attackers,” reported the
London Economist.
“Numerous eye witnesses at-
test that soldiers and police-
men stood by while Colombo
burned.”

Sri Lanka is today in a state of
civil war and social trauma
because of a half century of
political events. A ceasefire is
now in place and prospects for
political negotiations are
emerging. But the issues are
the same today as those that
faced a generation of military
officers forty years ago. Is Sri
Lanka to be an inclusive secu-

lar cosmopolitan society with a

non-sectarian polity? Or is it
going to be driven by partisan
nationalism that will be exclu-
sive and divisive.

Reminiscence on the life of a beloved

Pandit of yesteryear on his birthday

Sellathurai Arulprakasam,
“Arul” as he was fondly
known to many was one of the
“Great Men” of his time.

He was well read. An intellec-
tual of high calibre and he ex-
celled in the field of astrology,
palmistry and numerology. His
fame had traveled by word of
mouth to all parts of the world
and many were consulting him
on all aspects of life. Disease,
births, marriage, love, busi-
ness, building of houses, tak-
ing a journey, investments and
oh! in so many ills and ven-
tures that is a part of the hu-
man race! “Arul” was able to
guide them, give them confi-
dence and overcome the fears
and misfortunes by his correct
prediction of when and how to
avoid it by studying their birth
charts and the position of the
stars at the time of birth and
advise them accordingly. He
bewildered everyone by his

correct analysis. Everyone
wondered how? Were the
Gods favoring him?

“All declared how much he

And still the wonder grew.
That one small head could
carry all he knew.”

He was very advanced spiritu-
ally too. He was proud of his

heritage and his culture. He
took a lot of pains to see that
we upkeep them for the
younger generation living in
foreign countries.

The study of the Vedas and the
Puranas of Hinduism held a
great fascination for him. He
devoted his life to the study of
them, implementing them to
the best of his ability in his
daily life. Nothing could raffle
him. He was always calm and
serene. Looked on life as a
great adventure where you
gain merits or demerits by
your thoughts and acts.

He was charitable, always
willing to help his fellow be-
ings. Loved nature plants and
flowers which were vital for
his daily worship of the Gods.

“Arul” had a charismatic per-
sonality that radiated some-
thing which was beyond de-
scription.

His sudden demise in the year
2000 has left a vacum that can-
not be filled. His memory will
live long in the midst of all
who knew him. His goodness
and lustre will not dim even
with age.

- Friend
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Submission to the Presidential

i g

“Many unanswered questions on 1983 riots”

Truth Commission on

Starting from the November issue we began publishing a submission made by Mr Lionel Bopage, Former General Secretary, JVP, to Lankan
Presidential Truth Commission. Mr Bopage now lives in Australia. :

Incidents prior to July 1983

In the early part of 1983 there
were several incidents pub-
lished in print media that fish-
ermen of the south, in particu-
lar from Matara district, who
went by boat to Eastern prov-
ince for fishing had perpe-
trated violence and murder
against Tamil fishermen in the
Eastern province. I issued a
press statement on behalf of
the JVP condemning such ra-
cially motivated violence com-
mitted against Tamil people

and requesting people to avoid

perpetrating such acts of vio-
lence. Hostile feelings among
the Sinhalese and Tamils were
on the rise. Rumours of possi-
ble LTTE attacks on Colombo
were widespread and the situa-
tion was highly tense and frag-
ile. General public was be-
coming increasingly nervous
about possible LTTE attacks.
As many incidents of violence
against Tamils were occurring,
I drafted another press release
in May 1983 and presented it
to the politbureau. Mr Wi-
jeweera expressed major con-
cerns about the statement.
One of the concerns was that
the JVP would get itself iso-
lated from the Sinhala people
and electorally it will be very
damaging, especially after the
1982 Presidential election re-
sults of the JVP. Another con-
cern was that the government
and the state who were behind
these racist moves may also
target the JVP because of the
political position portrayed by
the statement.

Reversal of policy position
on self-determination

The issue of right to self-
determination of Tamil people
was discussed at the said Polit-
bureau meeting and many
members were negating the
hitherto accepted policy posi-
tion of the JVP. I smelled that
Mr Wijeweera has canvassed
this change privately before
discussing the issue at the Pol-
itbureau. I vehemently op-
posed this policy reversal and
rejection of the press release. 1
stated my willingness o sub-

I was travelling home along Kiribathgoda Mawaramandiya road when a CTB depot service truck full of people
brandishing swords and crowbars was approaching from the Mawaramandiya side. They were looking at my car and
threatened me to stop. When I stopped they got down from the truck and were coming towards me in droves scolding me
in filth. It was clear that they had assumed that I was a Tamil fleeing Colombo. I started yelling back at them in Sinhala
saying that they are a mad lot of people. When they understood that I was a Sinhalese, they went back to their truck and

proceeded towards Colombo.

mit my resignation from the
JVP membership if the JVP
adopts such an attitude to its
political activities. However
at the request of some mem-
bers of the politbureau, includ-
ing late Mr Gamanayake, the
Politbureau decided to call a
special plenary session of the
JVP Central Committee to dis-
cuss the policy of right to self-
determination of Tamil people
of Sri Lanka.

My experience relating to
1983 riots

I was at ‘Shakthi’ Press of the
JVP at Kohilawatta, Angoda
when JVP volunteer activists
at the Press reported to me that

the people in the vicinity were

panicked as many were run-
ning away from the city saying
Tigers have attacked Colombo.
I made inquiries but could not
get a clear picture as to what
was happening in Colombo.
Having finalized some articles
for “Niyamuwa” I had to pro-
ceed to the JVP head office at
K Cyril C Perera Mawatha and
then to my house at Thala Bi-
yanwila, Kadawatha. As I was
driving through Borella and
Maradana I witnessed many
properties that had been al-
ready set ablaze and many
people were attempting to set
other buildings on fire. Some
groups were assaulting indi-
viduals. I saw some onlookers
enjoying torture being com-
mitted against other similar
human beings. Security forces
on the street did not appear to
take any action to prevent vio-
lence and arson attacks. While
traveling along the Kandy
Road I witnessed many more
incidents of savagery and bru-
tality. People armed with
swords and iron bars stopped
my car at a junction on Kandy
Road just in front of the Cey-
lon Tyre Corporation, Ke-
laniya. One asked me to say
‘Baldiya' aloud to which I
obliged. Because I am a Sin-
halese they did not attack me
but decided to remove petrol
from my car. Fortunately one
person in the crowd identified
me and told others to let me
go. The group stopped empty-

ing petrol tank half-way and
asked me to leave. While all
this was happening I could see
from my own eyes the carnage
and atrocities committed by
the crowd. After stopping lor-
ries they looted all goods
transported by them, moved all
goods into other vehicles, set
lorries ablaze and people who
traveled in the lorries were
also set on fire. I saw heavy
fireballs rising by the side of
the road. I was travelling
home along Kiribathgoda
Mawaramandiya road when a
CTB depot service truck full
of people brandishing swords
and crowbars was approaching
from the Mawaramandiya side.

They were looking at my car

and threatened me to stop.
When I stopped they got down
from the truck and were com-
ing towards me in droves
scolding me in filth. It was
clear that they had assumed
that I was a Tamil fleeing Co-
lombo. I started yelling back
at them in Sinhala saying that
they are a mad lot of people.
When they understood that I
was a Sinhalese, they went
back to their truck and pro-
ceeded towards Colombo.

When I went back to the Party
office the next day I could
gauge the colossal devastation
caused by the riots. Many
party members came to the
office and reported that it was
mainly the UNPers who
started the riots. I went to in-
quire about the JVP activists
of Tamil background who
were at Narahenpita, Ma-
radana and Kotahena. Most of
their houses had been attacked
or burnt down and the activists
had escaped during riots. Ac-
cording to the reports I had
from the Sinhala and Muslim
party activists there had been
people wearing security uni-
forms who went from place to
place arousing people to take
part in violence. There had
been Buddhist monks with
electoral lists for identifying
properties belonging to
Tamils, who accompanied the
perpetrators. Most of these
matters should be common
general knowledge by now and

I do not wish to dwell upon
them. Most of what I had to
say would have been in the
statements recorded from me
by ASP Mr Chandra Jayawar-
dena, ASP CID and Mr Mohan
Jayasuriya, IP CID.

The reaction of the JVP to the
riots was varied. I have no
doubt that the vast majority of
the JVP members including its
leadership had been sympa-
thetic towards the innocent
civilians who were subjected
to the degrading and indigni-
fied treatment just because
they were Tamils. Immedi-
ately after the July riots Mr
Wijeweera had left Colombo
for his protection but I was not

informed his whereabouts.
Following the 1983 July riots,
the government proscribed the
JVP, the Communist Party of
Sri Lanka (CPSL) and the
Nava Sama Samaja Party
(NSSP) on or about 31 July

-1983.

Following the 1983 July riots,
the government proscribed the
JVP, the Communist Party of
Sri Lanka (CPSL) and the
Nava Sama Samaja Party
(NSSP) on or about 31 July
1983. On news media names
of several leaders of the JVP
including myself were broad-
cast as ‘wanted’.

(Continue to next issue)
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Community Diary

29 Mar 02 - Friday 7pm - 10pm, The Academy of Indian
Music, Australia & Monash University present Tyagaraja
Festival 2002. A Grand Violin Trio Concert of the Lalgudi
Tradition. Lalgudi GJR Krishnan, Lalgudi Vijayalakshmy
& AGA Gnanasundaram on violin and Ravi M Ravichan-
dhira on Mridangam. Venue: Alexander Theatre, Monash
University., Clayton. $16/$12 Con, Family $42 & $52.
Bookings: (03) 9887 6241 or ravi @netspace.net.au

Tamil Australian Fn'enbdship Society INC celebrating Na-
tional Youth Week 2002 and Tamil New Year on 7th

April 2002.
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December 13 is the day when
everything changed in India. It
was like what September 11 was
to US. Though the casualties on
the day the Indian Parliament
was attacked were very low as
compared to the one’s at the
World Trade Centre, much wa-
ter has flown down the Jamuna
in New Delhi since then. The
Vajpayee government took an
aggressive posture and massed
troops on the Indo-Pak border.
Pakistan also responded by do-
ing the same. Evidence was
given to Pakistan about the
Pakistani connection of terror-
ists who attacked the Parlia-
ment. It was difficult for the
already bruised General
Musharaff to digest the Indian
alligations. He was in a jam.

The US pressurised Pakistan.
Then came Musharaff’s histori-
cal speech. He banned many
extremist- Jehadi bodies includ-
ing the one’s named by India.
He cracked down on
‘madrassas’. And changed the
country’s election system. But
India took the changes cau-
tiously, and demanded actual
implementation and not , just

Many of us have read history in
school or college. At that time
our naive minds did not realise
that history like many other sub-
jects is also a controversial sub-
ject. It can be written in many
ways and never bothered to see
who had written the NCERT
text books we were taught from.
That history could be a battle
ground of ideas and views was
far away from us. The fact that
history can be a coloured one or
written from a particular angle is
not knew.

The British who colonised In-
dia, were the masters of the
game. They wrote history from
the colonial angle. For example,
the revolt of 1857 was a 'mutiny’
for the British and a 'the first
war of independence' for Indi-
ans. The same event could be
depicted from different angles.
The same can happen with any
event. The defeat of 'Taliban’ in
Afghanistan is a 'victory over
terrorism’ for US and allies
while for others it could be
something else. In India, history
textbooks have come mainly
from the NCERT ‘and over the
years some historians contrib-
uted to their writing. These au-
thors were not liked by the
'snagha parivar' or pro BJP or-
ganisations. The reason was
simple. History was not laced
with the safforn ideology. Any-
one who did not subscribe to the
safforn ideology was branded a
‘Marxist’, 'leftist' or pro Muslim.

words. It wants end to all sorts
of ‘cross border terrorism’.
Musharaff says it is for India to
act now. That means withdraw-
ing troops from the border. But
that’s not easy for the Vajpayee
Government. Nor is it easy for
Musharaff to come out ot the
situation.

Vajpayee has so much of stakes
in the situation. The aim proba-
bly is to exercise maximum
pressure on Pakistan and take
maximum concessions. Well, to
some extent, he has been suc-
cessful. But Musharaff is is in
no mood to give up the cause of
Kashmir which is ‘in the blood
of Pakistanis’. Nor can any In-
dian Government give up its
claim on Jammu & Kashmir. It
would be suicidal. The unity of
India is at stake. There are so
many movements all over India
ready to follw suit.

The main problem is Kashmir.
It’s also true that without Paki-
stani support the jehadi mili-
tancy in Kashmir cannot survive
for long. Having lost the ISI run
Taliban govt in Kabul , Mushar-
aff is jittery. Vajpayee’s bellig-

With the 'safforn’ BJP led coali-
tion in power in New Delhi, the
ball was set rolling in October
last year to target history books
which do not fit into the frame-
work of the ‘hindutava' ideol-
ogy. A circular was issued to
heads of schools affiliated to the
Central Board of Secondary
Eductaion(CBSE) by the Boards
Director G. Balasubramanium,
asking schools not to teach cer-
tain offending passages. These
portions and passages are not to
be taught or discussed in the
classroom. And a list of objec-
tiable passages is attached to it.

The targets. Romila Thaper and
R. S. Sharma, two of the most
eminent historians on ancient
India. Others targetted are Arjun
Dev and Indira Arjun Derv and
Bipin Chandra. The books tar-
getted are Ancient India(class 6)
by Romila Thapar, Modern In-
dia(class 7) by Arjun Dev and
Indira Arjun Dev, Ancient India
(class11) by R. S. Sharma and
Medieval India(class 11) by
Bipin Chandra.

Well, what are the objectionable
texts. 'Some samples published
by ‘The Sunday Times'. For spe-
cial guests beef was served as a
mark of honour(Class 6, Romila
Thapar, Jats founded their state
at Bharatpur from where they
conducted plundring raids in
regions around(class 8, Arjun
Dev and Indira Arjun Dev), ar-
chaeologial evidence should be
considered far more important

erance is also understandable.
The BJP wants to win the As-
sembly elections in India’s most
populas Uttar Pradesh. The
wind is against it. The Centre
Left Samajwadi party is ex-
pected to give a good showing.
A defeat in Uttar Pradesh will
effect the Centre. National elec-
tions are two years away. So,
wip up nationalism and win
votes. Something which the US
Presidents have been doing
since ages.

Anyway, as is known, the US
will never allow a flareup in the
Indian subcontinent. Today,
both India and Pakistan are US
allies in ‘the war against terror-
ism’. An unthinkable situation
few years back. The talk of a
nukes being used is sham. The
nuclear command structures of
both the countries are mature
and documents of nuclear facili-
ties were exchanged between
the two on January 1, 2002 only.
In India, the cabinet committee
on security(CCS) decides about
nuclear matters. While in Paki-
stan Mushraff is firmly -in
charge.

than long family trees given in
the Purans..., the Brahmanical
reaction began as a result of the
policy of Ashoka. He .. derided
superfluous rituals performed by
women etc.(class 9 R.S.
Sharma).

Writing on the subject Hindu-
stan Times Editor Vir Singhvi
says , " Over the last three years,
the media have pointed out liter-
ally dozens of cases where old
textbooks have been changed or
new textbooks have been pre-
scribed. In every case, the inify-
ing factor is this: Ayodhya is
portrayed as a glorious struggle,
the vandalism is played down
(you can't condemn the descruc-
tion of the Bamiyan Buddhas
and support the destruction of
the Babri Masjid) and Muslims
are slandered.” He further
writes, " Cynics say that, having
spent three years rewriting text
books to damage muslims, the
BJP government is now trying
to use history to perpetuate an
essentially a bogus view of Hin-
duism in which Rama and
Krishna existed in a golden age,
in which Vedic Aryans followed
21 st century dietary laws and
the cast system was a wonderful
thing."

" If this is so - and the evidence
is compelling - then it demeans
us all as Indians. Hinduism is
not just the world's oldest relig-
ion, it is also one of the greatest.
It does not need assorted chaddi-
walas and their lackeys in the
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India has given a list of 20 ter-
rorists (or whatever you may
call them) now living in Paki-
stan to be handed over to India.
This includes alleged Sikh ter-
rorists and Bombay blast case
accused mafia dons Dawood
Ibharim and Tiger Memon also.
US Secretary of State Collin
Powell, British Prime Minister
Tony Blair and Chinese Preimer
have visited both India and
Pakistan and called for restraint.
Many in India question the US
as to why should there be dou-
ble standards. US can respond to
September 11 but India should
exercise restrain on December
13

According to a story in ‘India
Today’ the BJP party wants a
war with Pakistan but the BJP
led Government does not want a
war. It’s quite understandable.
Rhetoric and reality are two dif-
ferent things. No sane person
can support war between India
and Pakistan. The hawks in the
Government and their support-
ers have been pressurising Va-
jpayee to ‘cross the line of con-
trol(LOC)’. There is one story in
the latest Frontline(By P. Bid-

NCERT and CBSE to teach lies
to our children to perpetuuate
some caricature of a Hindu
golden age right out of Raman-
and Sagar's Ramayana."

But as expected the 'sangha
pariver' is defending the
changes. " Opponents of Bharti-
yakaran, the human progeny of
the threefold family of Macau-
lay, Marx and Madrasas, do not
want that the contradictions of
history be resolved, " was cited
by Joginder Singh Rajput,
Chairman of NCERT from a
book edited by General Secre-
tary of the education wing of the
RSS, Dinanath Batra, as his best
defence of the changes.(Indian
Express).

While the historians who oppose
the changes are vocal against
what is now known as the
'Talibanising' of education. Emi-
nent historian Bipin Chandra
says, " A communal interpreta-
tion of history is the basis of
RSS's ideology. Communalism -
minority as well as majority - is
all about creating fear of domi-
nation by the other. How does a
communalist party like the RSS
go about creating this fear in 80
per cent of the population? The
easiest way is to create the bo-
gey of muslim domination. So,
whatever good happened in his-
tory was during the ancient pe-
riod and the muslim period was
the one in which all this great-
ness was undermined — this is
what they want to be taught in

By Neeraj Nanda

wai) that the plan to cross the
LOC was chalked out much
before September 11. A “pro-
active” Kashmir policy was
chalked out. September 11 put
paid to this plan.

We really do not know what is
the truth about this “pro-active”
Kashmir policy. In Kabul, there
is a Government friendly to In-
dia. India’s offensive on the dip-
lomatic front has yielded results.
Much more needs to be done on
the diplomatic front. A war will
not solve the complex issues.
There is need to talk to Pakistan
and try to solve the issues. The
merchants of war and the arma-
ment dealers want a war. They
have to sell their wares. The
poor and the needy will suffer.
We have enough of them in In-
dia and Pakistan. People of
these countries do not want war.
They need development and so-
cial justice. For this peace
should be given a chance.

By Neeraj Nanda

schools. It is a sinister effort to
communalise young minds. The
NCERT wants history textbooks
to be written nationalist histori-
ans.”(The Sunday Times)

Another historian Harbans
Mukhia says, “ It is criminal to
tamper with any discipline like
this. History cannot be written
as fiction for it is all about facts.
Clearly, this is part of the Hin-
dutuva agenda.”(The Sunday
Times)

Romila Thapar whose book is
being targetted says, “ The con-
frontation is being projected as
between Leftist and Rightist his-
torians. The confrontration is
not between leftist and Rightist
historians but between profes-
sional historians and politicians
sympathic to the Hindutva per-
suasion.”. Naturally she is upset
at the situation and feels that
changing or revising history
books is no good. She says,”
This is also an assult on the fun-
damentals of acquiring and han-
dling knowledge. If knowledge
is to progress in any field there
needs to be a critical enquiry
and analysis of the subject and
this includes the exploration of
conventional, controversial and
sceptical ideas.If this approach
is to be encouraged in the sci-
ences, as scientists assert, its
dismissal in the social and hu-
man sciences is a disastor.”
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ASTROLOGICAL
SERVICE

Any person born after 1918 may have
the Horescope casted with only one
question regarding matrimonial affairs
may fill this coupon and send to the
Astrologer along with a cheque or
Money Order for $35 of the respective
currency drawn in favour of Mr. P.
Satchithanantham, 1, Fenwick Crecent,
Hill Crest, Hamilton, New Zealand. Tel:
64 (07) 859 1277 !

For personal attention to funeral arrangements in
keeping with Sri Lankan and Indian traditions

Please contact:
Harvey Schuiling - Funeral Consultant
Phone: (03) 9547 7711 or (03) 9764 4387
Mobile: 0419 874 374

John Allison/Monkhouse
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“I have told you several times. Please

dont compare me with others. I do my
best".
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DON ABELA
ABELA FINANCIAL GROUP P/L A.C.N. 082 867 230

Advisor for AMP Life Ltd. ACN 079 300 379 and

AMP General Insurance Ltd. ACN 008 405 632

Proper Authority Holder for

AMP Financial Planning Pty Ltd.

ACN 051 208 327 - Licensed Securities Dealer

344 Sydney Road, Coburg, Vic 3058

Business: (03) 9383 6866 Mobile: 0111 759 330 -

Usha Sivanathan (cra) rcma

(03) 9748 9175

M Financial Planning ] Company Super [ Income Protection
1 Investments / Savings /] Personal Super 1 Home Loans
[ Retirement Planning M Life Insurance 1 Home & Contents Ins.

1 Rollovers ™ Trouma Insurance /1 Business Insurance

Strength through Partnership
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UTHAYAM ADVERTISING INFORMATION

1 Unit (10cm Wx 4.5cm H - pre paid) $25.00 We can provide 2 colours on the last

2 Units (10cm Wx 9 cm H - pre paid) $40.00 page or center fold at an extra cost of
3 Units (10cm W x 13.5cm H - pre paid) $ 60.00 $50.00 per advertisement

4 Units (10cm W x 18cm H - pre paid) $75.00

Quarter Page $100.00

Half Page $ 160.00 UTHAYAM

Full Page $250.00 P.O. Box, 3170, Wheelers Hill, Vic 3150
Last Page - full $400.00 Phone/ Fax: (03) 9561 0242 or contact
Last Page - half $ 250.00

Center fold - full $275.00 Sydney Ketha 0409 450 902
Center fold - half $ 185.00 Melbourne Siva 0412 067 019
Front Page - Top Shoulder $75.00 Mrs Bala  (03)97953568
Bottom Strip 4cm x 26 cm (2 colours) $200.00 Perth Ramkumar (08) 9332 3978
Classified Ads - per line (pre paid) $1.50 GST extra

UTAYAM COMMUNITY

Wheelers Hill

TO PLACE AN ADVERTISEMENT
ON THIS BUSINESS GUIDE PHONE UTHAYAM CONTACTS ON PAGE 2
' . RATE: $10 PER ISSUE OR $100 PER YEAR

Paradise Indian Restaurant
Wheelers Hill

Bookings:

Ph / Fax: (03) 9561 6661

MELBOURNE

BT | s

BERNARD ELECT AMP RAVI JAMES ASSOCIATES TAILOR The Palms
P Sameese ee R Don Abela, 87 Beaty Street, Repaires & Alterations to Ladies,
REC. 11743 Abela Financial Group P/L Ivanhoe, Vic 3079 Gents & Childrens clothing. Food Court & Restaurant
Commercial - Domestic - Industrial e e e Ph. 9614 3588 (BH) : : 213 - 215 Blackburn - Road
: 9497 3738 (AH) Quality workmanship
9367 9308 & 0404 098 136 Usha Sivanathan (03) 9748 9175 Ph: (08) 9451 6346 Syndal, 3149

SYDNEY

Ph: (03) 9803 9668

Springvale

Reserve this space for less than
$10 per month by placing your
business details for 12 months

Ring (03) 9561 0242

Reserve this space for less than
$10 per month by placing your
business details for 12 months

Ring (03) 9561 0242

Reserve this space for less than
$10 per month by placing your
business details for 12 months

Ring (03) 9561 0242

Reserve this space for less than
$10 per month by placing your
business details for 12 months

Ring (03) 9561 0242

Rajus Indian Restaurant
890-892 Princes Highway,
Springvale

Ph: (03) 9574 2693

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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more than a Tamil School

@®Providing Quality Education to @ At minimised cost, for
our children community benefit

Campuses at Glen Waverley, Dandenong, Clayton & Lalor

For more information and enrolment forms, please call (03) 95512903

YEAR 9 ENTRANCE

| Melbourne High /
Mac Robertson / Independent schools

Classes at Glen Waverley (on Sundays) and Clayton (on Saturdays)
~ for students who are now in year 8

English Maths Science

Don’t waste your money. Quality help has been arranged at a nominal cost for your benefit. Systematic approach, meticulously planned lessons
and individual attention guaranteed. Students will learn from teachers who care for them.

Year © - VCE PREP — Year 8

MATHS CHEMISTRY Maths, English, Hinduism,
PHYSICS ACCOUNTING Education in Human Values,
: Drama for Self Development
hy experienced and successful teachers
YEAR 7 INDEPENDENT
SCHOOL ENTRY

TAMIL LANGUAGE ' Help available in Maths and English for students in years 5 & 6

CLASSES VCE TAMIL

InCIUdi“g the highly successful “Let’s speak Tamil language can help you to get a better ENTER score. Study scores for Tamil

H B H were scaled upwards (increased) by up to 10 points in the past.
Tamil” sessions And Tamil is your own language. You can be proud of offering it to the VCE.

at ALL levels from Learning Tamil will be enjoyable.
AR M

Learn VCE Tamil at Glen Waverley on Sundays or at Dandenong or Mill Park

Kinder to VCE (by VSL) on Saturdays.

Certificates awarded at six different TAMIL FOR ADULTS
CSF levels. cet a certificate of achievement in your own Learn functional Tamil Minimum age 12 years.
language — TAMIL! And be proud of it! No upper age limit.

TANIEILE KENEIRERR

A unique and innovative program designed by Bharathi Academy. Children just love to Research has shown that learning a language helps to the development of cognitive
come to these sessions. skills. This means, the children should do better in English and other subjects if

There can be no better way to begin Tamil. We have 8 years of experience behind us to g e o

demonstrate this. Tamil Kinder is fun and exciting. It’s Tamil with a smile! It’s kinder magic!!

Children starting Tamil with Bharathi Academy Kinder will not drop out from the Do not miss this. Start NOW!

Tamil class as they grow up. For ages 4 to 6 years

Designed by Abirame Publications - (03) 9752 7161

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

e



