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More than 450 people
crammed into the Kael
Watson Theatre in
Burwood East, Melbourne
on Saturday, 27th of April
to witness a rare meeting of
Australian Sri Lankans in
support of the Sri Lankan
people and the current
peace process between the

Government and the

LTTE.

Sinhalese, - Tamils, Muslims and
Burghers ignored all attempts by a
Sinhala hardline group to
sabotage the event to attend the
"Cultures in Harmony" concert,
organized by Shakthi Radio, a
group of concerned Sinhalese +in
Melbourne and "Uthayam" the
Tamil national newspaper in
Australia.

More than 50 local artistes took
part in an evening of song and
dance ranging from Bharatha
Natyam, Carnatic music,
classical-pop fusion and Sinhala
and Tamil songs performed by
members of both communities.

from New

By Neeraj Nanda
Delhi for Uthayam

More than two months have
passed and the violence in
Gujarat has not stopped. It has
become a laboratory of

communal experiment. An
experiment, which will have
long-term national and

international consequences for

UTHAYAM

Seovaisd

Vol. 6, No. 2

May 2002

FREE

P.0. BOX 3170, WHEELERS HILL, VICTORIA 3150, AUSTRALIA. PH/ FAX: (03) 9561 0242
Email: uthayam@ihug.com.au Web Page: www.uthayam.net

The event, which was partly
sponsored by the Victorian
Multicultural Commission, drew
praise from the Australian
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Hon
Alexander Downer, Leader of the
Opposition Hon Simon Crean and
the Victorian Minister Assisting
the Premier on Multicultural
Affairs, Hon John Pandazopoulos.

Ms Annabel Anderson, State
Director for the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, congratulated the
organizers for the initiative and
reiterated Australia's commitment
to a peaceful resolution of the
ethnic conflict. Ms Dala Smiley,
Commissioner, Victorian
Multicultural Commission, also
conveyed her best wishes to the
organizers for "their courageous
initiative." Mr Hong Lim, State
MP for the local seat of Clayton,
said the Opposition Labor Party

was also committed to a
negotiated settlement  to the
conflict in Sri Lanka.

Among other notable members of
the Australian community who
attended the function were the
Amnesty International

India. The experiment is being
conducted by the ‘Sangha
Parivarwith full ideological
fervor and commitment. Even
Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee has been changing
his stand frequently. He cannot
go against the RSS and its
allied forces. Despite losing
the recent state elections, the
BJP is trying to be on the
offensive. Though strains are

representative for Sri Lanka in
Australia, Ms Robyn Kilpatrick
and members of the Australian
Red Cross and Anti-Landmines

group.

The event was broadcast live on
BBC Sandesaya Sinhala program
which also followed up with a
feature item on the following
Wednesday. Representatives of
the Sinhala, Tamil, Muslim and
Burgher communities joined the
Sri Lankan Consul for Melboumne,
Rodney Arambewela to light the
traditional oil lamp at the
beginning of the program.

Then followed a feast of music
and dance by mostly young Sri
Lankan Aussies who ignored the
threats and appeals of various
extremist groups to celebrate the
joy of living in a multicultural
society, free of the baggage
brought into their adopted land by
certain sections-of the community.
A "hat collection” 1o felicitate the
artistes at a later date raised more
than $400 for the event which was
staged without free of charge,
thanks to the grant and
contributions by several business

developing as the opposition
and some of it's own allies are
in no mood to bear it any
more. The BJP which is
declining (electorally) is
fighting its last battles.
Electoral defeats and
opposition offensive has, in
fact, made the BJP more
inclined towards it's cherished
‘Hindutava’. (Continue Page 6)

establishments.

The accolades from the audience
at the end of the concert has
strengthened the resolve of the
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organizers to stage many more of
these events in the future, m
keeping with the freedom and
democratic values of Australia's
multicultural society.

A former Major in the Sri Lankan
Army, now domiciled in
Melbourne, described it as "the
finest example of Sri Lanka
community harmony” he had
witnessed since coming into this
country. "As a former Army
person who had served in the
North and East, I want to teil the
people who still opt for a military
solution to go and fight if they
want to instead of sacrificing the
lives of innocent village youths”
he said.

Following on the success of the
event, Shakthi and Uthayam will
continue their battle with these
extremist elements to echo the
feclings of the majority of Sn
Lankans who wish for a just and
honourable end to the suffering
which has plagued that country
for nearly two decades.

Urgent call to Doctors & Dentists in
North & East of Sri Lanka

The Ministry of Health in Sri Lanka is appealing to all specialist
Medical Officers and Dental Surgeons of Sri Lanka origin, to assist in
restoring health services in the North and East of the country.

Those who would be willing to help in a voluntary basis would be
reimbursed with return economy class fare to Colombo from the
closest international airport in their country of residence, transport to
and from the institution, or car mileage,

accommodation and food.

A minimum period of three months service is expected in the
Teaching Hospitals in Jaffna and Battocaloa the District Hospital in
Point Pedro and the Base Hospitals in Vavuniya, Mannar, and

Trincomalee.

Those who are willing to assist shoud directly contact Dr. Piyasena
Medical Services,
Suwasiripaya 385,
Wimalawansa Mawatha Colombo 10.
Tel: 00 11 941 698475/698475/ 698490/ 698507.
Fax : 00 11 941 692913/ 698520.

Samarakoon. Director:
Nutrition and Welfare at

subsistence, free

Ministry of Health,
Baddggama

/
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New Spice Shop at your Neighbourhood

stie Spi

- UNIT -1, 293, OLD NORTHERN ROAD CASTLE HILL, NSW 2154
(BEHIND HILLS NEWSAGENCY)

OPEN FROM SAM TO 7PM
Telephone: (02) 9680 8686 — Mobile: 0411 244 108

5 &

REFINANCING? BUYING? )
BUILDING? RENOVATING?

Let Mortgage Choice sniff out the right loan for you at no cost
Australia’s largest mortgage broker — Our service is free
Introducer to over 20 of Australia’s leading lenders

FOR MORE INFORMATION
LOGAN SELVARATNAM
(03) 9837 5003 * 0411513002
Let Mortgage Choice save you time, effort and money!

MANY COMMUNITIES'

ONE HUMANITY
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Lady wanted to look
after a 5 yr girl

Wanted a lady of Indian / Sri
Lankan background with
valid driving license to look
after a girl aged five year.
Accomodation provided if
required. Full time/ part time.
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* Maths

* Chemistry
* Physics

* English

* Accounting

= Science.
Years 9 - 12 at Glen
Waverley on Sundays.

Call (03)95512903.
BHARATHI ACADEMY

Coaching in

MATHS
ENGLISH

(Up to Year 6)

Also Tamil Language lessons
Call (03)95512903.
BHARATHI ACADEMY
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. Child Minding

With fifteen years experience
in childminding through The
Council As vacancies for
children between the age one
to five years in Dandenong
North.

Glen Waverley, Lalor,
Dandenong, Clayton.

Codls s e :
(03) 9551 2903

For further details contact

9795 3568 LINyds] LisiisiT)

Traditional Touch of Home
on your Special Day

Makeup for all occasions

Hair Style, Facials
R Skin Care .
.: y } Saree Draped (in different styles) N
|\ Bouquet, Sadai Nagam :
bd Kondai Malai, Mehndi

Costume Jewellery for Hire

Specialises in Weddings
(Hindu, Christian, Fijian & Indian)
Engagements, Parties, etc.

Dharshini Ranjan

- (03) 9380 =83134]

®
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P.O. Box. 1357, Clayton South 3169
(Cowdls slurrisenés (03) 9551 2903)
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SAIRAM STUDIO

For all your Memorable Events to Video or Photographs

We are specialized for all your needs in Video filming &
Photographing also we do Indoor Photography in our Established
Studio for Model Photos Family Photos as well as Group Photos

We transfer Videc to VCD & DVD also transfers from/to
Canada & American System
(NTSC to & from PAL)
We Prints Photos from Videos

For further details Contact: Tharma 95128257 / 0421 134 067
105 Elder St. South, Clayton South
(Opposite of Safeway)

EXCELLENT JEWELLARY
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3/76 Station Street, Wentworthville, NSW 2145
Tel / Fax: (02) 9896 3446

7 Days Convenience Store

OPEN 24 HOURS
Shop 11 - 12, 176 Commercial Road, Praharan
Ph: (03) 9529 2050

Indian, Sri Lankan & Fijian groceries
available at cheap prices

|
|
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Raw Silk S@é
Salwar Kanigez \

: ?ﬂ“\x‘ I Radl? A
S {6 J @3@_3 Parade, Wantirna South, Victoria 81527 ¢
Telephone: (03) 9887 2343 |/ .
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andmark

COMPUTERS

Established 1994

BOX HILL: 9899 4

52 - 54 Rutland Road Fax: (03) 9899 4440

424 FRANKSTON: 9781

424 Nepean Highway, Fax: (03) 9781 5733

5655 BALLARAT: 5332 1999

29A Eastwood Ave, Fax: (03) 5332 1234

www.landmark.net.au

s ! Email: sales@landmark.net.au
; | <

| 24 Hour Shopping is now
available with our on-line
ordering. Want more
computers, products,
prices or maybe you want
to know more about us,
you con find it aff on our
informative internet sife.

£

ARE WE CLAIMING TOO MUCH? WE DON

For over 8 years we have made sure that when
ever a customer visits our store there is o
computer solution ready and available. It took
many years to develop a range of computers,
assemble, train and build a professional sales
and technical team and create user friendly

Quality computers to suit everyone « Home e Office o Business o Retail / POS ¢ Corporate ¢ Government Departments « Networking
You can depend upon us! We know our business and we cerlainly know that your business relles upon dependabls, solid performing computer systems. Computers built and tested at Landmark Computers can be modified to suit any fugtml configuration!

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

and interactive stores. But the hard work has
been well worth it. Today Landmark is one of
Victoria's most respected and longest serving
IT stores. We can offer any customer the very
best price, service, advice on any computer
product with a coverage that is state wide.

‘T THINK SO!

We stand proudly behind our products and
services after all, thot has been the foundation
for our success. We guarontee that when you
visit Landmark Computers you will receive the
finest service, feel full satisfication and great
confidence in your new computer system.
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Pilot's decision,to Avoid Flight Path  An elderly man held hostage
then released

says Norway

Responding to growing
criticism of its role in Sri
Lanka, Norway has
described as ‘“regrettable”
last month’s incident in
which a seaplane
transporting Anton
Balasingham, a
member of the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam, was
flown over the east coast
and absolved him of blame
for the controversial flight
path.

Instead, the responsibility for
the flight path, which took the
Maldives-bound plane over a
stand-off between the Sri
Lankan Navy and a flotilla of
Tiger boats in the Trincomalee
seas, has been fixed on the pilot.
The flotilla had been cordoned
off by the Navy at Foul Point, 8
nautical miles south of the
eastern port of Trincomalee,
when taking military authorities
by surprise, the tiny seaplane
flew low over the blockade.

The Sri Lankan Prime Minister,
Ranil Wickremesinghe, has said
that the flight path had
endangered the life of Mr.
Balasingham, political advisor
to . the. "CITE’ Jeaden " V.
Prabakaran. Alerted by the
Navy, Air Force jets were about
to scrambie to intercept the
aircraft and were ordered to
stand back in the nick of time
when the plane’s identity was
discovered. Nearly two weeks
after the incident, the

senior |oasn

Norwegian Embassy today
issued a statement clarifying
that the passengers had no role
to play in determining the flight
path of the seaplane. *‘The flight
path out of Sri Lanka was
decided by the pilot on the
aircraft, and him alone,” the
statement said.

Absolving the LTTE and Mr.
Balasingham of responsibility
for determining the flight path,
the statement said the pilot
approached the passengers and
told them of the flight path only
after the plane was air-borne.
*“It is regrettable that the aircraft
by such a route ended up near
the incident between the Navy
and the LTTE on the east coast
of Trincomalee. These incidents
were, however, in no manner
connected,” it stated.

The statement follows an
admission by the Norwegian-led
Sri Lanka ceasefire monitors
that the naval blockade itself
was a result of a "terrible

mistake” on their part of
not passing on
information to the
Government about the
flotilla’s movements that
the LTTE had given
them. The Government of
Sri Lanka, which had
allowed Mr. Balasingham
to leave as he entered the
country, directly from
ETTE-controlled
territory, had given the
pilot of the Maldivian

seaplane a "time window.” The
pilot had not specified any flight
path to the authorities either on
his way in or on the return
journey. But on the way in, the
plane had flown in through the
west coast of Sri Lanka, a
shorter route to Male than the
east coast.

The statement said all
arrangements for the flight were
cleared between the Maldivian
Government, the Sri Lankan
Government and the Norwegian
embassy here. “‘LTTE was not
involved and was only informed
of the time of arrival and
requested to prepare for the
landing and loading,” it said.
The plane was taking the
Balasingham couple to Male on
the first leg of their journey
back to London where they live.
They had arrived i northern Sri
Lanka a month earlier for

consultations with Mr.
Prabakaran on the peace
process.

(Hindu)

K V Sithamparapillai was taken
captive by the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) on 26
April. He was being held
hostage at Paddiruppu,
Batticaloa district. His wife was
allowed to visit him on 28 April.
He reportedly was in good
health, but the stress of being
held hostage may affect this
adversely.

On 28 April at around
10.30am, K V Sithamparapillai
from Bar Road, Thamaraikerny,
Batticaloa district, had visited
the LTTE office at Paddiruppu
in order to hand over 300,000
Rupees (approximately $3,100)
of an amount originally
demanded from him several
weeks ago. His family has
reportedly been told that he will
continue to be held until they
pay a further 2,200,000 Rupees
($22,800).

According ‘to reports
the LTTE had for several
months put pressure on K V
Sithamparapillai to provide
them with money or face
captivity. He was previously
abducted on 16 April after he
had refused to pay 5,000,000
($52,000). He was held
overnight and released on
condition that the money would
be paid. A relative stood surety
and negotiated for a reduction in
the amount. The LTTE
apparently then asked for
2,200,000 Rupees first and
another 300,000 later.

Acording to latest
press, . release, ;i K V
Sithamparapillai was allowed to

Civilians wounded in navy fire

Two Tamil civilians were wounded in gunfire blamed on Sri Lanka
Navy personnel lying in ambush in Nilaveli in the Trincomalee
district, . Complaints have been lodged with the Sri Lanka Monitoring
Mission (SLMM), in the eastern town. The Norwegian head of the
SLMM in Trincomalee, Ms Victoria Lund, told TamilNet that steps

have been taken to

investigate into the

complaint.

Marimuttu Pechchimuttu (43), a mother of three and displaced of
Santhosapuram, a village in Muttur east was admitted to the
Trincomalee base hospital Tuesday morning. The other victim,
Suntharalingam Subashini (13), a student was admitted ., hospital

sources said.

Tamilnet

Malaria outbreak in
Vanni

Northeast provincial health authorities

have warned about an

outbreak of malaria in the Vanni region. More than 3000 people were
treated for Malaria during the past two months at the Killinochchi
government hospital alone, medical sources said.

The Medical Superintendent of the Killinochchi hospital has requested
the provincial health authorities to take immediate measures to
eradicate the disease in areas held by the LTTE in the Vanni region.

TamilNet

return home by the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
at around noon on 1 May.

K V Sithamparapillai
had been taken captive by the
LTTE on 26 April and held
hostage after he had refused to
pay a large sum of money

demanded from him.

Amnesty International
understands that since he
returned home, K V

Sithamparapillai has received
messages urging him to pay.
However, under pressure from
the police, his bank manager is
reportedly refusing to release
the money from his account.

On 2 May, the head of
the Sri Lanka Monitoring
Mission, which was set up to
monitor a cease-fire between the
LTTE and the government of
Sri Lanka, reportedly met the
leader of the political wing of
the LTTE in the district of
Batticaloa. It is not known
whether K V Sithamparapillai’s
case was raised as a violation of
the cease-fire agreement, in
which amongst other things,
both sides agreed to "...abstain
from hostile acts ‘against the
civilian population, including...
intimidation, abduction,
extortion and harassment”.

LSSP opposes
handing over N-E
to armed LTTE

Batty Weerakoon, General
Secretary, LSSP said that the
party opposes any arrangement
or strategy which would result
in the handing over of the
administration of the northern
and eastern provinces to an
armed LTTE.
IN a statement issued , Mr.
Weerakoon also said that the
party sees nothing sacrosanct in
the proscription of the LTTE.
"But it urges that the question of
the de-proscription be
considered only in relation to
the proof the LTTE could
furnish to the people of its
genuine disengagement from its
terrorist politics”, he said.
(Edited from Iland)

Want to migrate to Australia???
TALK TO US

Aust. Migration & Settlement Services

o e Skilled/Business/Spouse/Family/Visas/Student/Admissions
g e Free Evaluation / After Hours, Weekend consultation

Tel: (03) 9687 0372/ (03) 8309 9431
Mobile: 0425 739 431

Fax: (03) 9687 1673

44 Donald Street, Footscray, Vic 3011

Call Edward Francis or Susan Chandy
Regd. Mig Agents No : 0004935 & 0100058
Members of Migration Institute of Australia

Email: edward @austmss.com or susan@austmss.com / www.austmss.com

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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Navy prevents LTTE from entering

The Sri Lanka navy is
preventing LTTE cadres from
entering the islands off the
Jaffna coast for political work,
on the grounds that these are
high security, military areas, the
Tamil daily "Virakesari"
reports .

The northern naval commander,
Rear Admiral S.B.Weerasena,
has written to the International
Monitoring Team saying that
under the MOU the LTTE can
be barred from entering these
areas even if its cadres are
unarmed and intend to do only
political work.The cadres are
also barred from bringing
cameras and communication
equipment.The areas from
which the LTTE is barred are:
Poonguditheevu, Mandaitheevu,

SLMM monitors
in Navy, LTTE
vessels

Jaffna islands

Eluvaitheevu, Analaitheevu and
Nainatheevu.

This follows the LTTE-Navy
stand off outside Trincomalee
harbour recently when three
LTTE gunboats tried to enter the
harbour. Seven cadres and their
boats were arrested and later
released. Informed sources said
that the LTTE had videoed the
harbour.

There is a continuing stand off
on the A9 issue.While the
government wants the
Vavuniya-Jaffna road to be
opened to all vehicles,
unhindered, the LTTE says that
in the stretch from Omanthai to
Muhamalai, only its buses will
runt also says that it will
collect “a sfolk. This —is

unacceptable to the government,
but it is doing little or nothing
about it beyond complaining to
the Norwegian monitors.
Meanwhile, private bus
operators from Colombo met the
LTTE to strike a private deal but
the meeting was inconclusive.

Agreement on this is unlikely to
be reached quickly, because the
LTTE .chief - Velupillai
Prabhakaran has told the Up
Country Peoples’ Front leader P.
Chandrasekharan that this is a
matter to be discussed only by
the militaries of the LTTE and
the Sri. "Lankan ' state.
Prabhakaran is scared that the
Sri Lankan armed forces will
use the MOU, which allows
unarmed troops to use this road,
to transport troops to the north.
(Lanka academic)

"Stop harassing the public",
monitors tell LTTE in Batticaloa

TNA MP accuses navy of
killing fishermen

The Sri Lankan Monitoring
Mission will deploy its monitors
in the Navy and LTTE vessels
by the end of this month,
SLMM Deputy Head Mr.
Hagrup Haukland told the Daily
News.

"The SLMM has
informed the Government and
the LTTE about this," he said.

Asked whether this
decision was consequent to the
blast of two LTTE boats
suspected of carrying arms and
explosives off the Eastern Coast
in Vakarai, Batticaloa, he said
the "need to have monitors in
vessels was long felt. Since the
inception of the monitoring
mission, the SLMM had been
aware of the need to have
monitors in the sea and land."

The SLMM Deputy
Head said a further 26 monitors
from four Nordic nations -
Norway, Finland, Denmark and
Iceland- will arrive here by the
end of the month. This will
almost double the current total
of 23 monitors.
(Daily News)

The Head of the Sri Lanka
Monitoring Mission (SLMM) in

‘Batticalao, Lars Tidbeck,has
asked the LTTE to stop
. harassing the public."The

SLMM is much concerned
about the harassment of the
members of the public in
Batticaloa district by the
LTTE," Tidbeck said in a press
release .

He had met Vishu alias
Sithampara Pillai Gopalan,the
LTTE’s leader for Batticaloa and
Amparai districts, in
Karadiyanaru on May 8 and
requested him to have "good
rapport" with the members of
the public and ‘ensure that

every one in this area lives with
peace of mind."

Referring to the case of
Sithamparampillai, the 82 year
old Notary Public who the
LTTE had abducted and
released recently, Tidbeck asked
Vishu to stop harassing the
senior citizen and leave him
alone.Though Vishu gave an
undertaking that the LTTE
would do so,the harassment
continued, Tidbeck pointed out.
The SLMM Batticaloa would
now inform its headquarters in
Colombo about the matter so
that it could be taken up with
the LTTE’s High Command in
the Wanni,the release said.-("a”)

Mr. Joseph Pararajasingham,
MP for the Tamil National
Alliance (TNA) said the Sri
Lankan government should call
for an immediate inquiry over
the killing of two fishermen and
wounding one other while they
were fishing in the seas off
Vaakarai on Wednesday, May
01.

Mr. Pararajasingham said some
elements in the armed forces are
trying to sabotage the peace
talks brokered by Norway. He
has condemned the Sri Lankan
military’s earlier claim that these
boats belonged to the LTTE as a
deliberate and shocking attempt
to mislead the government, the
nation and the world.

He has emphasized that the
international community and the
Sri Lankan government should
monitor carefully the activities
of Sri Lankan Forces in the
north and east.

The military have claimed that
the boat belonged to the LTTE
and had blown itself up because
Navy boats were closing in.

Pararajasingham claims that the
Sri Lankan Armed Forces are
trying their best to sabotage the
peace process. "Many incidents
have been reported against the
LTTE in order to poison the
cordial environment between the
government and the LTTE. The
Sri Lankan government must
discipline its forces. Otherwise
the government itself should
take responsibility for all these
actions carried out by the SL
Armed Forces," he said.

He added that his party the TNA
would prepare a memorandum,
which will be forwarded to the
Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission.
TNA will also meet foreign
diplomats in Colombo to
explain to them the incident.
Pararajasingham asserts that
TNA parliamentarians would
also pressure the government to
order an immediate and
independent inquiry and take
concrete steps to prevent such
incidents in the future.

LanceNet

Sri Lankan army to launch
recruitment drive to enlist
minority Tamils

LTTE should speak to other
groups too- Radhika

LTTE must reach out not only to Sinhala leaders but Buddhist monks,
the JVP and the Sihala Urumaya and the people in the South says
Radhika Coomaraswamy director of International Center for Ethnic
Studies in Colombo. Coomaraswamy says "It has not happened so far.
To find a just solution to the problem, the LTTE must speak to other
groups too." Coomaraswamy adds, " I see no major difference
between Ranil and Chandrika on the issue of peace. Both want peace
and it was Chandrika who started the peace process in recent times."

ANTONIS BODY WORKS

Smash
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specialists
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Sri Lanka - ’s Sinhalese-
dominated army announced a
drive to recruit 5,000 soldiers
including Tamils from the war-
torn north and east, where
separatist guerrillas have waged
war for 18 years.

A shortfall in the 100,000 strong
army made it necessary to add at
least another 5,000 more
soldiers, Deputy Chief of Staff
Maj. Gen. Lohan Gunawardene
told a news conference.

A shortfall in the 100,000 strong
army had made it necessary to
add at least another 5,000
soldiers, Deputy Chief of Staff
Maj. Gen. Lohan Gunawardene
told a news conference.

““We will try to recruit soldiers

from Jaffna, Vavuniya,
Batticaloa, Mannar and
Trincomalee,” he said. These
areas in the north and the east
are Tamil-majority areas that the
Liberation Tigers of Tamileelam
consider part of their envisaged
homeland.

(AP Edited)

LTTE Censor
Board

LTTE’s officer in charge of its
TV program, asked the cinema
owners that all materials with
adult and sexual content should
be handed over to LTTE before
the first of May. (ACFOA)
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India begins patrolling
Malacca Straits

India has started ‘trial’
patrolling of the strategic
Malacca Straits through
which cargo worth around
$500 billion is transported
annually. A Navy offshore
patrol vessel joined the U.
S.-led patrolling effort,
aimed mainly at
surveillance and
deterrence, in the middle of
this month after the
Cabinet Committee on
Security (CCS) cleared the
proposal in February.

After analysing the experience
gained from this ‘pilot’
patrolling, Indian warships are
expected to patrol the area from

the Andaman sea end where the
armed forces have already set up
a unified command headed by a
naval officer.

The U.S. ships from the Seventh
Fleet will approach the area
from the Japanese side. The
patrolling would be jointly
monitored by the Deputy Chief
of Naval Staff, Vice Admiral S.
V. Gopalachari, and the Seventh

Fleet Commander, Vice
Admiral James Wallace
Metzger.

The two officials had detailed
discussions on the subject
during the Indo-U.S. Navy-level
talks held in Chennai earlier this
year.

India offers constitutional experts
to help solve Sri Lankan crisis

India has promised the
services of constitutional
experts to help Sri
Lanka - find a lasting
solution to its 18-year
ethnic conflict, a Cabinet
minister said Monday.
Indian Foreign Minister
Jaswant Singh made the
offer during a meeting to
discuss peace initiatives
to end a separatist war
by Sri Lanka’s Tamil
minority, Peiris said.

The rebels hope to discuss an
interim administration that
would give them power to
govern the main Tamil areas in

3

(From page 1)
And it is here that the Gujarat
communal violence becomes a
disturbing factor. A big
challenge to secular ideals.
Every political party condemned
the Godhra incident. But the
‘Sangha Parivar’ is saying that
more is being said about the
post Godhra violence. It is being
wrongly projected that the death
of 58 innocent Hindus who were
burnt alive in Godhra after an
attack by a Muslim mob has
been forgotten. The violence
that gripped after the Godhra
incident has claimed a thousand
lives. Mostly innocent Muslims.

And according to reports it is -

well organized. Chief Minister
Narendra Modi a known RSS
functionary and a darling of the
‘Sangha Parivar’ have now the
distinction of leading a
Government presiding over a
virtual mini holocaust. They call
him ‘Chota Sardar” as compared
to the ‘Bada Sardar’ Patel. A
tragedy of sorts and a challenge
to the secular Indian
Constitution.

northern and eastern Sri Lanka.

Proposals to grant regional
autonomy have been opposed by
Sinhalese nationalists, who
worry that such plans will lead

“to dismemberment of the

country.

The Indian constitutional
experts will be able to provide
insight into India’s federal
political system, in which a
central government shares
powers with state governments.
(AP)

It is being said that a sort of
ethnic cleansing has been going
on in Gujarat after the tragic
Godhra incident. For the first
time the communal virus has
spread to the rural areas. All
sorts of confidence has broken
down and the two communities
cannot see eye to eye. Houses
and businesses have been
torched and innocent people
burnt alive. Over one lakh
Muslims are in refugee camps.
Most are unable to go back or
fear going back. In some
villages people who tried to go
back home have been prevented
and threatened. In urban areas
families of the minority
community who happily lived
alongside the majority
community have been targeted.
This has led to ghettoisation of
both the communities. There are
now Hindu and Muslim ghettos.
Secular India lies in tatters.

When Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee visited Gujarat
he called upon Chief Minister
Narendra Modi to observe

Efforts to draw India into the
American security loop began
immediately after the September
11 strikes. The beginning was
made by reviving the Defence
Policy Group (DPG) last year.

The DPG is the institutional
mechanism to promote closer
military ties and is headed by
top civilian officials from the
Defence Ministries of both
countries. It was followed by a
meeting of the three Service-
level executive steering groups.
The involvement of the Navy
signifies its coming of age in the
region. The Malacca Straits is
encompassed by Sumatra on one
side and Malaysia on the other.
The Hindu

“Rajdharma’. Well, what sort of
‘Rajdharma’? What it means is
that all citizens of any faith
should be protected and looked
after. But that is a far cry. There
have been reports that during the
violence many top functionaries
prevented the police to take
action. Revenge was in their
blood. Instead of stopping
violence it was encouraged by
an administration, which failed
to be neutral. That is why the
National Human Rights
Commission has come down
heavily on Chief Minister
Narendra Modi. And so have the
Minorities Commission and
many other national and foreign
bodies. This has naturally upset
the Vajpayee Government. It
does not want European
countries to teach India
secularism. Forgetting that it
recently called upon Israel to
stop violence against the
Palestinians.

The, main question is not
whether European countries
should teach us this or that. The

Prabhakarn should be
extradited: Sonia

Congress president Sonia
Gandhi today said that the
LTTE chief V Prabhakaran was
the main accused in the Rajiv
Gandhi assassination case.

"According to the law of the
land Prabhakaran stands accused
in the plot to assassinate Rajiv
Gandhi for which his extradition
was sought by the government”,
a visibly emotional Gandhi told
a press conference in Guwabhati.

To the LTTE request for lifting
the ban on the outfit, the
Congress president said her
party was for Prabhakaran to
face trial in the country as he

accused in the
case.

stood
assassination

"As far as I know the Indian
government’s stand is also the
same," Gandhi added. (PTI)

Resolution demanding extradition of
Prabhakaran adopted

Amidst stiff protest from the
PMK and the neutral stand
taken by the main Opposition
DMK, Tamil Nadu assembly on
Tuesday adopted a government
resolution demanding the
Centre to take steps to extradite
LTTE supremo V Prabhakaran
from Sri Lanka to India to face
trial in the Rajiv Gandhi
assassination case, in which he
was the Prime accused.

The resolution also demanded
the Centre send Indian army to
Sri Lanka with the consent of
the government there to nab
Prabhakaran if the Sri Lankan
government was unable to
capture him and opposed
permission to LTTE men to
enter India.

Leaders, cutting across their

innocent people are being killed
and the ruler is not even ready to
take moral responsibility. A
shameless creature backed by
semi fascist religious bigots is
on the prowl and it goes on and
on. Business is in doldrums in
this state where foreign
investment has been maximum
over the years. Thousands of
small-scale business that used to
export parts to industries in
Gujarat has stopped receiving
orders. Workers are sitting ideal.
Businessmen are praying for the
violence to die. But the
Hindutava brigade is not

bothered. Its social experiment

is in full progress. And the
country and the world are
watching helplessly.

The only silver lining is that the
violence has not spread to other
parts of the country. But there is
tension in the minds. A recent
report in a New Delhi paper
says that many Muslim families
in metros and big towns are
moving into safer areas. Some

are too scared to discuss the.
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party lines, admitted that
Prabhakaran should face trial,
but some of them said the
resolution adopted by the house
should not hinder the Oslo
brokered peace talks between
the LTTE and Sri Lankan
government to end the ethnic
strife in the island republic.

S R Balasubramnaian (TMC)
described Prabkhakaran as a
"fascist” and said he had

ordered murder of all his
adversaries.
LTTE, —which  had - not

participated in any elections so
far, could not be the sole
spokesperson for the Sri Lankan
Tamils, he said adding
prabkharan had usurped the role
of a negotiator through coercion
and violence.

neriments ‘Hindutava

despite the fact that relations
between Hindus and Muslims
have been cordial. Life is
normal as far as the common
man is concerned. There is
much more struggle in life.

The Indian media off course
needs to be commended. It is
informing the people the truth.
The communalists do not like
the media for this reason. It has
been attacked and criticized.
Everyday there are debates on
the subject. The people of India
are very well informed. Moving
police trucks, burning houses,
refugees in camps are all over
through television. The truth
cannot be hidden. Mahatma
Gandhi’s Gujarat is burning.
Narendra Modi may stay or may

go but the struggle will
continue. The struggle to keep
India secular. Hitler’s final
solution did not succeed.

Neither can fundamentalists of
any religion succeed. They will
fail in Gujarat and rest of India.
The land of Ram and Rahim
will overcome. :
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CHINMAYA MISSION AUSTRALIA

No. 4 Pioneer Road,Templestowe, Vic 3106
Ph: 9846 8359, www@chinmaya.com.au

FREE PUBLIC DISCOURSES

for seven consecutive nights by

H.H.SWAMI SWAROOPANANDA
on

SELF REALISATION
(Bhagavad Gita Ch VII)

Dates :Sunday 7th to Saturday 13th July 02.

: 7:30 pm to 9:00 pm (Please be seated by 7:15 pm)
Venue : Kel Watson Theatre, Forest Hill College,
Mahoneys Rd, Burwood East (Mel.Ref.62C5)

Time

For further information please contact: Chinmaya Mission - 9846 8359

INDIAN MUSIC SCHOOL

(Est. 1994)

NORTH INDIAN CLASSICAL MUSIC

( Vocal & Instrumental )

* Tabla & Music Classes at various locations
* Reasonable Rates * For all levels-and ages

Ph:(03) 9884 7441.r 0403 167 441
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SHAN SPICE CENTRE

9 & 10, 7/10 Joyce Street,
Pendle Hill, NSW 2145
Phone: (02) 9688 2772

UDAYA SPICES

Wholesalers & Retailers
Open 7 days of the week from 10am to 9pm
Asian Groceries, Fresh Vegetables,

VCD/DVD/CD hire & sale,

1/76-78 Station Street,

Wentworthville, NSW 2145

Phone: (02) 9688 3954 Fax: (02) 9769 0277

AMUTHA SURABI
FOOD BAR

164 Parramatta Road,
AUBURN, NSW 2144

Phone: (02) 9748 1841

SRI THAKSHANA
ENTERPRISE

11/191 Parramatta Road,
AUBURN, NSW 2144
Phone: (02) 9648 5418

Fax: (02) 9671 5024

Raagam [Musie Centre

Piramid, Ayngaran,
Columbia, (Five star Re

&% 4

Tamil DVD, I@.
e

Films & Songs |9 I/

Tamil ¥CD Films aSongs

% We are hiring VCD & Video
cassettes in Tamil, Hindi,
Thelunku and Malayalam.

% We are Recording any Tamil
song from CD to CD and any
VCD songs to video cassettes

% We are hiring “MUTHTHU
MANAVARAL” for wedding &
puberty

Please contact:
THAYA on (02) 9746 6486
or 0414 579 923

f[Shop 17A, 16-20 Henley Road
Homebush West NSW 2140

Home & Small Business

Alarm Systems

XEF ; e
- pu W B e -".‘."
IETALISD FCWERST

195,

FLUS MO RITORING

30 DAYS FREE TRIAL

' Call 132 924

or wwwwatch24.com.au

TCH24™=

SECPRITY 4EIRVPICES

LET US
VISIT YOU
BEFORE
THE
INTRUDER
DOES

WE HAVE WIRE-FREE HOME
& OFFICE SECURITY ALARM SYSTEM

Looking for one where you can test before committing?

O Yes, we give you a 30-Day Free Trial.

Looking for one within your budget ?

O Yes, one that you can afford with a one time installation fee of $295 only.

Looking for a simple and user-friendly system?

QO Yes, security at the touch of a single button.

Looking for a wire free alarm system with no messy hard wiring?
O Yes, Watch24 alarm systems use latest wire

free technology. This means installation is quick and

clean. Take it with you when you relocate and get a free installation.

1. A free home and office security assessment.

Now there is no excuse, talk to our trained and accredited security adviser and get the following :

2. Get a chance to win a lucky draw for a free WATCH24 Alarm System plus 12 month free

monitoring.

Subra Arumugam

Security Adviser (Victorian License: SG1 14014)

Watch24 Security Services

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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Coming soon to Sydney
Astrologer to read your Horoscope,
Palm & Numbers & Matrimonial Matches.

Arriving in Sydney on 09th of June 2002.
Contact Mobile Phone: 0407 193 923
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Int'roducing Sri Lankan heritage to
multicultural Australia

Mr. D.B. Kuruppu is a prolific writer who
belongs to tribe of bilingual writers in Sri
Lanka that is becoming increasingly rare.
He has translated a mumber of books in
English into Sinhala and among them are
Ho Chi Minh’s ™Prison Diary” and Ian
Gawlers "You Can Conquer Cancer."
These books have been well received and
acclaimed by the Sinhala literati.

Although he belongs to an era
when English held away in secondary and
higher education, still he is firmly rooted in
Sinhala culture and heritage. With the sound
knowledge of English he had aquired in his
studies, he has been able to publish two
books titled Kekille of Sri Lanka and
Mahedene Mutta. These books carry stories
that have been passed down from
generation to generation through word of
mouth and form part of the rich heritage,
that has been proudly preserved by the
Sinhala people for ages.

Kekille of Sri Lanka’ depicts the
way, king Kekille, who ruled Sri Lanka

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

long, long time ago mets justice and earns
the praise of everyone.

‘Mahedena Mutta’ is a collection
of hilarious stories that would keep anyone
who reads them in stitches. As usual,
contents of both books are in the form of a
conversation between Tikiri, the boy who
grows up in Australia and his parents.

Teeny Tiny Sri Lanka’ is a
collection of short stories originally written
in Sinhala by the author and then translated
into English by the author himself.

All three books bear the stamp of
author in that printing is neat and excellent
covers bright and elegantly designed.
Mahedena Mutta has been illustrated by
Dinuka Mapa and that of Kekille of Sri
Lanka by Chandra Hewage. The
illustrations have enhanced the aesthetic
appeal of both books.

These books should be of interest to all Sri
Lankans who want to inculcate the rich Sri
Lankan culture into their children.

- Vignesh
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For all your
Tamil & English
Typesetting and Pagemaking
contact: Aravinthan or Ratha on (03) 9803 8787

- th Uthayam’s Homepage @

- ;,h&h://,M-‘Uthavam-ne{

>

For all your travel requiremewts,

"Where simple reliability, courtesy
and professionalism matter"

> Special fare for
COLOMBO $1165
(Return)

Please contact
Our sales consultant at

158 Sydney Road, Brunswick, Victoria 3056

Telephone: (03) 9388 1366, (03) 9387 0777
Fax: (03) 9380 4907
After Hours: 0422 112 859
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Mixed Curry Powder, Spiced Powder(Meat), Sarakku Powder, Maldive Fish Chips, Cordials,

Jams, Kitul Jaggery, Palmyrah Jaggery etc...

LANKCOM Par Boiled

Red country Rice

available now

KATTA Dried fish
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2/50 Plenty Road, Preston, Vic 3072
Ph: (03) 9484 1183 Fax: (03) 9484 2900
Mobile: 0421 129 385 Fax: (03) 9887 8305

Business Hours
Mon - Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat & Sun: 10am-6pm

22 Station Street, Moorabbin, Vic 3189
Ph: (03) 9532 2054 Fax: (03) 9553 0184
Mobile: 0411 664 446

Business Hours
Mon - Sun: 10am-8pm, Closed on Tuesdays

ATM available

28/30 Thompson St, Glen Waverley, Vic 3051
Ph: (03) 9887 9063, Fax: (03) 9887 8305
Mobile: 0413 545 676

Business Hours
Mon - Sun: 9.30am-8pm

s e

355 Lonsdale Street, Dandenong, Vic 3175
Ph: (03) 9793 6888
Fax: (03) 9793 6866

Business Hours
Open 7 Days 9am - 8pm

ATM available
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Available in your local Indian / Sri Lankan Outlets

BOMBAY
MADRAS
NEW DELHI
BANGALORE
HYDERABAD

MALDIVES
MAURITIUS
SRI LANKA
SEYCHELLES

"NO CONNECTION FEE"

40¢
53C
53C
53C
53C

80C
73C

40C
80C

ONLY $8.50
40 Minutes
ONLY $17.00

Arguably the most
controversial phone card
in the market Simply
the CHEAPEST
calling eard for
these destinations:

CHECK OTHER DESTINATIONS....!

Flag fall applied 50c per card.

Distributed by

¢ ))) Discount Dialing Pty Ltd

Shiva Peethamparam - Mob: 0411 747 293
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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Cordially invites members of Hindu Community to the
Foundation Stone Laying ceremony of the

Melhourne i UiiLgaly nTemple
GQ2DO G f570T (w@m @pvwzﬂ

Housing
Lord Murugan, Ganesh & Durga

On 25th May 2002, Commencing 10 am at the

Melbourne Murugan Temple,
Temple Land, 17-19 Knight Avenue, North Sunshine, Victoria 3020
(Mel Ref. 26]4)

Your presence will be of significance of all of us
and inspiration to us in undertaking the devine mission of building the Temple as an institution of the Hindu Cultural heritage.

Chief Guest
Dr. T.J. Rao, Honorary consul for India

Special Guest
Mayor of Brimbank City Council, Sunshine

The ceremoney will be performed by
Harihara Kurukkal, Ramesh Kurrukkal and other Brahmins

You may seek the blessing of the Gods by

. Participating in the Upayam which is free and open to anyone
@ Depositing Panchaloham (five metals including Gold, Silver etc & stone (Diamond, Shaphire etc) into the Foundation.
o Performing Archani by the Kurukkal / Iyar in your name

The Panchaloham, stones and Archani offerings will be available for a fee
For more information T. Yogaraj 9366 1929, Chandra 9800 0770 or Temple 9367 3080

Committee of Management

Foundation Stone Laying

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation. St g R d 4 awsieve g-o
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org .
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The universal .
which the Norwegian brokered
Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) was greeted, initially

acclaim with

silenced some opponents of
peace. The bulk of the Sinhala
nationalists, clerical and lay,
were silent; with only the radical
nationalists in the Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP) re-
sorting to open agitation against
the MOU and the peace process.
Prabaharn’s press conference
last month has however sent
shock waves of fear across the
spectrum of Sinhala national-
ism. The fact that the interna-
tional community on the side-
lines accepted his political posi-
tion without a murmur has now
aroused them. He talked of na-
tionhood, self-determination and
a Tamil homeland.

A snowballing nationalist band-
wagon is now on the move. It
includes Sri Lanka Freedom
Party (SLFP) leaders like Ratna-
siri Wickremanayake and Anura
Bandaranaike, the JVP, the Si-
hala Urmaya and other explic-
itly nationalist groups and now
finally the Buddhist clergy it-
self. They are all being drawn

into JVP-led protests and dem- .

onstrations.

The SLFP mainstream is how-
ever undecided. On the one
hand Mahinda Rajapakse,
Leader of the Opposition in Par-
liament, is unwilling to join the
JVP’s current campaign out of
fear that the JVP will use SLFP
support to enhance its status. On
the other hand the SLFP fears
that they will loose out if they
do not take a hard anti-Tamil
line.

The incumbent United National
Party (UNP), the party of the
Sinhala ruling elite, has a lot of
influence over the clergy. It was
Ranil Wickremasinghe’s. father
Esmond who put thousands of
monks on the streets in 1964 to
bring the SLFP-LSSP coalition
government down. But the
monks cannot be silenced any-
more it seems. The Chief Priests
of several Buddhist orders have
signed a statement setting out
their position. The issue is not

what kind of reforms do they
favour — rather, they are against
any constitutional reforms.

They are appealing to primor-

.dial fears saying that the MOU

will lead to “the subjugation of
the majority race by the minor-
ity Tamils and the extermination
of the Sinhala race and the Bud-

.dha Sasana from this island.”

They therefore ask that “the uni-
tary character of the constitution
should be further strengthened.”

Prime Minister Ranil Wickre-
masinghe has set in motion a
process of polarization among
the Sinhalese. On the one hand
are the High Priests, the SLFP,
the JVP and their lay and cleri-
cal supporters who are against
Tamil administration of the
Northeast Province via an in-
terim council, the de-
proscription of the LTTE as a
prelude to negotiations in Bang-
kok and finally constitutional
reform in the form of devolu-
tion.

But they no longer monopolise
Sinhala opinion. Two decades
of civil war and the unimagin-
able human, material and psy-
chological destruction wrought
has changed attitudes. Many
now feel that it is time to say
farewell to arms. More impor-
tantly there is genuine soul
searching, an important precur-
sor to political reform. There are
new voices that instill a new
hope.

Nanda Godage, who has served
in Colombo at the Greater Co-
lombo Economic Commission
and as a diplomat in Europe
brings with him a mature per-
spective. Sincerely wanting to
understand his adversaries he
has traveled to the East and
talked to them.

“I shall certainly mourn the
passing of a democratic political
party, which sought to give de-
mocratic leadership to the Tamil
people. They could not deliver
for a multitude of reasons,
amongst them was that we the
Sinhalese were intransigent
and were not prepared to con-

cede even the bare minimum,
even language rights had to be
obtained through foreign inter-
vention.” The Island 24" April
2002.

This is in stark contrast with the
enemies of peace. They see the
current situation where the gov-
ernment is compelled to parley
with the LTTE as the product of
betrayal by the UNP and sec-
tions of the military, as well as
conspiracies by the West the
Norway.

But thankfully there are saner
voices today. There are those
who are placing in print hard
truths before the Sinhala people.
Ajith Samaranayake, Editor-in-
Chief of the Lake House Group

Indisn Ocasn

of Newspapers-says: Tt- would be
more profitable to ponder on
how an average Tamil youth
from Velvettiturai became a
ruthless guerilla leader and a
moral monster in the eyes of a
lot of people. Without in any
way offering any apology for
Prabaharan we will have to con-
cede if we are honest that it was
we who created him.” (Sunday
Observer 21 April 2002)

Samaranayake is among the first
of the swabasha-educated gen-
eration to reach the pinnacle of
English Language journalism in
Sri Lanka. Being bilingual he
can understand the agony of the
Sinhala-speaking people, and
yet go beyond it and try to keep
them anchored to the realities of
the world around them.

“Prabaharan after all was only
two years old when the Sinhala
Only Bill was passed...The Fed-
eral Party Parliamentarians, who
emulating Gandhi chose to pro-
test peacefully at Galle Face
Green, were attacked by thugs
while the police looked the other
way. The first organized show
of thuggery and the first show of
police indifference to mob vio-
lence, which has since become a
recurrent feature of our national
life,” he goes on with uncom-
fortable frankness.

“Prabahran was four years old
when the first attacks on the
Tamils erupted in 1958. Con-
trary to popular myth it was not
Prabaharan’s grandfather who
was burnt to death in Panadura
(he was a ‘poosari’ which ruled
out that possibility) but this tale
heard later had a powerful im-
pact on the youthful Prabaha-
ran.” '

He goes on to recount the tragic
tale: “If Prabaharan was not aca-
demically inclined there were
other young men who were, in a
town where education was at a
premium. (Incidentally when so
many of the LTTE’s leaders
sport the nom-de-guerre
“Master” that only points to
Jaffna’s obeisance to education)
...one such young man was
Sivakumaran...shut out from
the University due to standardi-
zation (implemented mind you
by a Muslim Minister of Educa-
tion Badud-din Mahmud) he
became something of an anar-
chist...threw a home-made
bomb at the jeep of the Jaffna
Police chief. The attempt was
abortive and arrested by the po-
lice Sivakumaran committed

suicide in his cell. He was then
the first martyr.” ~

Samaranayake concludes sadly:
“The rest is history. The 1983

Jayantha
s RN TSI M e

attacks against the Tamils in
which objective observers have
seen the hand of the then Jay-
awardene Governmentr served
to stupendously inflate the ranks
of the LTTE. So the wheel
comes full circle until we are
confronted with the monster
of our own creation.”

We have begun the long trek
back, retracing our steps to look
once again at events, minor in
themselves, but cumulatively
going to create a paradigm of
violence, terror, distrust, intran-
sigence and destruction. As we
emerge from this dreadful civil
war we need not only accept
that it requires courage to fight
and die for causes and territory;
but it also requires honesty and
humility, courage and strength
to build peace. It has been a
long dark night. Perhaps what
we see on the horizon is the first
glimmer of dawn, the first
promise of tomorrow.
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India’ s Tig

They already have a toehold in
the region with the leased
British island of Diego Garcia. 1
have mentioned previously the
possibility of India offering port

Rajeev Srinivasan

Now that peace appears to be on
hand in Sri Lanka after twenty
years of war, India should
reappraise its attitudes towards
the actors there. First, there is
the strategic question of Pax
Indica in the Indian Ocean
sealanes and the littoral states.
Second, there is the implication
of acquiescence in a de facto
partition of a neighbouring state.
Third, the potential impact on
Tamil Nadu and the region.

It is not unreasonable
to speak of a Pax Indica. In
centuries past, the ties of trade
and culture had made the ocean
virtually an Indian lake. As I
remember reading somewhere,
it was the case that Indian
cultural ideas held sway all over
Southeast Asia; so much so that
at one point "an inhabitant of the
Ganges Plain or the Deccan
would have felt equally at home
anywhere in Southeast Asia".
As the Cholas demonstrated a
thousand years ago, Indian naval
power may also be significant
factor.

It is increasingly clear
that the sea lanes in the Indian
Ocean are going to have great
significance in the global energy
trade in the near future. As more
and more of China’s needs and
almost all of Japan’s are met by
oil shipped from the Persian
Gulf through the Indian Ocean
and the Straits of Malacca,
control of the sea lanes becomes
a critical choke point: it is the
jugular vein of these East Asian
economies.

India
preponderant

is clearly the
power in the
Indian Ocean. As India
continues its naval buildup,
acquiring the Admiral Gorshkov
and nuclear-powered
‘submarines as well as building
its own generation of warships,
it is the only power in the region
that can project its force across
the entire region from the Straits
of Hormuz to the Straits of
Malacca. India recently
announced an agreement with
the Americans to escort US
Navy supply ships through the
pirate-infested waters of the
Straits of Malacca.

Not that there are no
other actors. Chinese activities
in the Bay of Bengal’s Cocos
Islands (Burmese territory) are
worrisome; but the recently
activated Andaman and Nicobar
Command is expressly intended
to contain this. The Andamans
chain is only 40 miles away
from Indonesia’s restive but oil
rich Aceh territory; the signs of
continuing warmth with
Indonesia with President
Megawati Soekarnoputri’s visit
to Delhi are reassuring. We
might see Indonesian oil and gas
coming into India.

The major wild card in
this scenario are the Americans.

facilities at Kochi and

Visakhapatnam to the American

navy. This would be fraught

with political issues, but would
be an example of growing Indo-

US warmth in military

activities.

However, I had a chat
with a US naval officer recently.
His reaction was interesting:
"We dont need Kochi or
Visakhapatnam because we
have Diego Garcia." Both of us
left unsaid one word --
Trincomalee. This Sri Lankan
port in the east of the island is
one of the world’s finest and
deepest natural harbours and is
the perfect choice for a naval
base: Diego Garcia pales in
comparison. Indians have been
aware of this, and have signed a
treaty with the Sri Lankan
government that in essence
gives India a veto over who gets
to use Trincomalee.

Now what happens if
and when Velupillai
Prabhakaran and the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam set up
their semi- or fully autonomous
regime in the north and east of
Sri Lanka, with Trincomalee as
their capital? In the national
interest, 1 submit that India
needs to be on good terms with
whoever controls Trincomalee.
This is an urgent strategic
imperative. If Prabhakaran rules
Trincomalee, he is, by
definition, India’s friend. This is
a simple calculus of self-
interest.

I disagree with all the
rabble-rousers _in the Indian
media as well as the Congress
making noises about extraditing
Prabhakaran to stand trial in the
Rajiv Gandhi murder case. Yes.
yes, it was deplorable that Rajiv
Gandhi was assassinated, but
arresting Prabhakaran isn’t
going to bring Rajiv Gandhi
back. Some contend that
Prabhakaran is a war criminal,
but that is a very fine
qualification for dying
comfortably of old age. For
instance, here are the war
criminals and those guilty of
crimes against humanity that I
can_think of off the top of my
head:

e Richard Nixon, died of old
age, war crimes against
Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos

e Henry Kissinger, living
comfortably in New York,
war crimes against Vietnam,
Cambodia and Laos

e Mao Tse Tung and Deng
Xiao Ping, died of old age,
war crimes against Tibet and
against the Chinese
population during the Great
Leap Forward

e General Tikka Khan, died of
old age, war crimes against

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

East Pakistan

e General Augusto Pinochet,
his trial in limbo, crimes
against humanity in Chile

Slobodan Milosevic is the only
one that I can think of who has
got into trouble. Generally what
happens is that the small fry get
caught, charged, and hanged.
but the big bosses get away.
Incidentally, you may have
noticed that the International
Criminal Court has just come
into being; the US has not
ratified the treaty, and is in fact
considering unsigning it
fearing, with good reason, that
their own various war criminals
may one day be hauled up and
sentenced.

Anyway, we who are
unable to force General
Musharraf (a potential war
criminal for his continued
support of the Taliban, Al
Qaeda and the murdering
terrorists in Jammu & Kashmir)
to release Masood Azhar and
Sheikh Omar (relatively small
fry) should not even dream of
getting Prabhakaran handed
over to India to stand trial.
Whose army is going to enforce
that, I ask?

In any case, I am not
one of those who believe Rajiv
Gandhi’s regime was Camelot:
only his friend Mani Shankar
Aiyar would proclaim that the
10 per cent GDP growth during
Rajiv Gandhis regime was a
great economic success. Aiyar
forgets that it was unsustainable
and based on massive
borrowing: this is what brought
India to the verge of bankruptcy
in 1991. Aiyar has also scorned
reports that India’s current GDP
growth rate is among the highest
in the world. I invite his
attention to the latest Economist.
The three highest rates in the
world are as follows, and
remember China’s habit of
inflating its numbers by 2 to 3
per cent:

e China, 6.6 per cent in Q4
2001
o India, 6.3 per cent in Q4 2001
e Russia, 4.9 per cent in Q3
2001
The point, therefore, is that
India should play its cards
correctly, without alienating
Prabhakaran or the Sri Lankan
government of Ranil
Wickremasinghe at this time.
Let us do what is in the national
interest, not get our knickers in
a twist over ideology and
moralising and revenge.
But the de

facto

* partition of Sri Lanka does bring

with it a significant question:
does India look like it is
winking at the success of an
armed insurrection in a
neighbouring country? It may be
true that there are all sorts of
justifications: the Sinhalese did
in fact try cultural genocide
against the Tamils, for instance

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

by burning the Jaffna library.
But it is clear that most nation
states automatically militate
against the forced redrawing of
maps by military means.

It is true that India did
redraw Pakistan’s map in 1971,
and may in fact help to redraw it
again in the near future if/when
Pakistan collapses into five or
so statelets. But then Pakistan is
odd: a nation without a cause,
an inherently unstable chimera,
a creation of naughty
imperialists. Sri Lanka, on the
other hand, one would think,
could accommodate Tamil
aspirations in a federal setup;
much like India is managing its
own federalist and centrifugal
forces. This is an interesting
conundrum for India’s planners.
What is the message we are
sending out to potential
secessionists?

In point of fact, I think
that message should really be
economic: are you better off in
the Indian Union or not? It is
clear to me that the steam has
gone out of the Tamil
secessionist movement in Tamil
Nadu as the result of economics.
It is clear to Tamils that their
state, through adroit politicking,
has managed to get its fair share
(or more) of federal monies and
industry. Tamil Nadu, on
average, is prospering, its state
GDP growing faster than the
national average.

In the spirit of "let’s not
fix what aint broke", Tamils
have become fairly content to be
part of the Indian Union.
Prosperity makes everyone less
radical, clearly. Yes, there is
still a set of radical self-
proclaimed Dravidians’ even
though the Aryan/Dravidian
divide is a clear fabrication;
these are the only hotheads who
keep talking of the Tamil Eelam
state, an independent country.

I get pretty nervous
when they talk about Tamil
Eelam. Yet another partition?
This is certainly not in India’s
interest. In the grandiose
tradition of all secessionists, the
maps of Eelam on the Internet
include all of Tamil Nadu
(naturally), all of North and East
Sri Lanka (some may contest
this) and all of Kerala (I
certainly contest this!).

From my personal
perspective, apart from the
historical Chera kingdoms,
Kerala has nothing whatsoever
to do with a Tamil homeland.
Kerala has a distinctive culture,
a distinctive language. Our
language and culture are both
derived from a harmonious
synthesis of two classical
languages, Tamil and Sanskrit,
so that for Malayalis most Tamil
and Sanskrit are understandable.
The reverse is not true. For
instance, I have greatly enjoyed
the semi-classical Tamil film
song ‘Alai payuthe, kanna,

ananda mohana venu
ganamithu’ remixed with a rock
beat. And the great Tamil
classic Silappadikaram was
written by someone from
Kerala, Chera Prince Ilango
Adigal: we are proud of that
fact.

However, the definition
of Malayalathanima’
(Malayaliness) has very little to
do with Tamil. It is rooted in the
beautiful tropical paradise
landscape and in an
inexplicable, brooding
melancholia, an existential
sorrow, exemplified in some of
the writings of M Mukundan.
Not for us the aggressive,
boisterous love of language and
an ancient Sangam culture that
many Tamils’ have. The two
cultures are as different as the
monsoon-fed West Coast and
the arid East Coast. And most
Malayalis do not want to secede
from the Indian Union anyway.
We do not want to be part of a
Tamil Eelam.

We have also seen
what can happen to a region that
becomes Tamilised. There is
Kanyakumari district, which
was for at least 500 years part of
the Malayali heartland, the
kingdom of Travancore. In fact,
the capital of Travancore was
Padamanabhapuram in
Kanyakumari district; it was
also the scene of its greatest
military triumph, at the battle of
Colachel, which decimated the
Dutch invaders. .

Yet, during the states
reorganisation, Kanyakumari
district was given to Tamil
Nadu. Today, for a Malayali,
stepping into Kanyakumari is a
bittersweet experience. The land
looks like Kerala, but in 45
years, the area has been entirely
Tamilised, and Malayalam has
vanished. Not that the state of
Kerala has done a brilliant job
by any means, but it is sad to
see the virtual extinction of a
culture. The loss of homeland
and language are tragedies.

Yet I think India has to
step warily into the minefield of
Sri Lankas politics. It is
possible that we havent seen the
end game yet, although peace in
the island would be of great
interest to Indians. We would
like to visit this emerald isle
without fearing for our lives.
And there is surely the prospect
of trade. India should not rush
in, waving moralistic
statements, where angels fear to
tread. Let us look out strictly for
the national interest,
moralisation be damned.
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“Many unanswered questions on 1983 riots”

Submission to the Presidential Truth Commission on

Starting from the November issue we began publishing a submission made by Mr Lionel Bopage, Former General Secretary, JVP, to Lankan
Presidential Truth Commission. Mr Bopage now lives in Australia. .

nappropriate
actions

During the half century since
independence the - political
leadership of Sri Lanka has not
taken effective steps that are
necessary and essential for
removing discrimination based
on the grounds of race, caste,
religion, class, gender and
political = opinion. The
government has to realise the
need to create an appropriate
social, political and legal
environment in the country to
prevent such discrimination
against its own peoples. Today
the requirement that all human
rights apply equally to all Sri
Lankans irrespective of their

. background has become
significant than ever before.
Though non-discriminatory
clauses are stipulated in some
aspects of the present
Constitution, discriminatory
practices have been universal.
Filing legal action against such
discriminatory practices has
been extremely expensive, out
of reach for the general public
and takes extended periods of
time to resolve.

Sri Lanka and its peoples are
still involved in a long-drawn
out conflict. It is a unique
conflict situation where one
cannot see parallels in the rest of
the world though we could use
positive experiences of many

other conflicts to assist
resolving our conflict. In the
current conflict brutal

onslaughts are carried out on
each other utilising both
conventional “and
unconventional warfare. People
are dismembered alive, bombs
explode in public places,
political and military leaders of
all sides are eliminated, innocent
people including women and
children get killed and
sometimes entire villages and
cities including all living beings
are destroyed. The sight of dead
and mutilated people has
become so common. The
psychological effects and social
repercussions of the onslaught
has become clearly visible in the
community. Examples are
leaping crime rate and the youth

All sides are entirely focused at the destruction of their respective opponent (s). It is not a
perception and approach of one side only. These actions during a time of conflict and war
are in no way strange or exceptional. Such actions have been performed internationally
throughout the centuries.

suicide rate which is the highest
in the world.

Apparently the Government
believes that it has no alternative
but to stop perpetrators of
violence at all costs.  The
government seems to think the
killing of innocent civilians
could be prevented in this
manner. The destruction of
those who carry out acts of
terror, their bases and their
capability has become the
mission and has been the policy
of the government for a long
time. However, in this process
the security forces, vigilante
groups and the government do
use the same strategies and
tactics the perpetrators of
violence use. I should mention
here the multiple aerial
bombardments on cities and

. villages, elimination of political

and military leaders, extensive
use of land mines, using
civilians as human shields,
carrying out savage acts of
torture and terror on whoever is
caught or arrested and
destruction of them afterwards,
by all parties to the conflict.

All sides are entirely focused at
the destruction of their
respective opponent (s). It is
not a perception and approach of
one side only. These actions
during a time of conflict and
war are in no way strange or
exceptional. Such actions have
been performed internationally
throughout the centuries.
Organisations such as the USA’s
CIA, Israel’s Mossad, UK'’s
MI5, Russia's KGB, Pakistan’s
ISD, India’s RAW, Sri Lanka’s
STF and RDF and security
organisations in other countries
operate in this manner.
Similarly most militant groups
plan and destroy their opponents
in a similar manner.

The State must responsibly

* ensure that such actions do not
occur at least during peaceful

situations. However in
countries like Sri Lanka the
reality is that such actions
happen during peaceful times;
or incidents are created to take
inappropriate and unjustifiable
measures which cannot be
normally carried out ~during
peaceful times. War is waged
on individuals and groups and
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" peoples and its

people die even before declaring
war. This is a situation with its
own rules, perceptions and
morality. Governments speak
as little as possible about it.
This type of action cannot be
condoned. And this is what
exactly happened in July 1983
riots. It was a creation of the
then government to take
inappropriate and unjustifiable
action against the JVP and
Tamil militant groups.

12. Lasting reconciliation

In approaching the issue of
reconciliation and nation-
building, it is critical to
appreciate the fact that human
rights violations did originate
with colonialism and evolved to
the current extent during the last
five decades since the
independence. Under all
circumstances special privileges,
oppression and exclusion result
in the revolt of the oppressed at
the first opportunity available.
The oppressive state then resorts
to force to maintain its unjust
rule. Repressive regimes are
needed to prop up doctrines of
racial superiority, pursuit of
narrow interests and special
privileges for any one family,
class, religion, language or race
all premised on the exclusion of
the majority of Sinhala, Tamil,
Muslim and other peoples.

The discriminatory regime
against its vast majority of
violent
consequences are not an
aberration by a few individuals
or groups. It has been
systematic, deliberate and a
matter of policy. Over the
years, a system of government
has been built in which there is
no accountability and
transparency; security
considerations and military
operations are given the highest
priority. These circumstances
resulted in curtailing individual
and group rights of all peoples.

Therefore, the basic premise in
correcting those historical
injustices is for the majority of
Sri Lankans to pay allegiance to
developing, with appropriate
consultation and without
harming the interests and rights
of individuals and groups, a
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democratic constitution and a
culture of tolerance, respect,
fairness, equality and dignity of
individuals and groups that goes
with the constitution. The civic
society has to take responsibility
of promoting and utilising to the
maximum effect the rights that
have been attained, and ensure
that transparent and accountable
government becomes the
realpolitic.

During the past several years
there were occasions when
many individuals both local and
expatriate, including religious
personalities utilising radio,
television and other newsmedia
regularly spreading anti-Tamil
and anti-Muslim propaganda
among Sinhala people. I believe

there are similar currents
creating anti-Sinhala
propaganda among Tamil

people both local and expatriate.
This is freedom of expression
one would say! Of course, in
many countries there is freedom

to express their opinion on any
matter. However, that freedom
is seldom used to rouse feelings
of racial hatred against another
community of people. With
freedom comes responsibility.
If one does arouse racial hatred
against another community
without factual evidence severe
penalties could be imposed.
And I consider Sri Lanka should
develop a system of press
freedom that values diversity of
a multicultural society. It'is not
media censorship that I propose
but responsible reporting by
media. Editors of newspapers
should be held responsible for
what they say and report and
they should not make use of
media freedom to create racial
and cultural hatred for the sake
of gaining more profits at the

cost of humanity by
sensationalizing day to day
events.

Concludes next issue

Social Welfare Organisation (SWO)

Kaluwanchikudi, BATTICALOA, SRILANKA
(Regd. No. DS/MS. 02/RSO/23)

“SWO is a charity organisation operating in the Batticaloa
region, requesting urgent support and donation for more

than 1,200 orphans”

Child sponsorships, education of orphans are the main focus of

SWO.

Your assistance (Approx. A$25.00 per month) could help a
disadvantaged child to reach their full potential. Please help us
to help them. :

If you would like to interact in any other way, to share
opinions, ideas, network or queries:

Contact:

SWO, Co-ordinator, 40, Osprey Way, Tamworth NSW 2340.
Dhamy @bigpond.com - Ph: (02) 67623039.

Tell friends and family about the SWO site:
www.tamil.net/people/indy/SWO/swo_homepage.htm

Australia Branch
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For personal attention to funeral arrangements in
keeping with Sri Lankan and Indian traditions

Please contact:
Harvey Schuiling - Funeral Consultant
Phone: (03) 9547 7711 or (03) 9764 4387
Mobile: 0419 874 374

John Allison/Monkhouse
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76, Adeney Avenue, Kew, Vic 3101, Australia. Phone: (03) 9816 8270

UTHAYAM ADVERTISING INFORMATION

1 Unit (10cm Wx 4.5cm H - pre paid)
2 Units (10cm Wx 9 cm H - pre paid)
3 Units (10cm W x 13.5cm H - pre paid)

$25.00 We can provide 2 colours on the last
$40.00 page or center fold at an extra cost of
$60.00 $50.00 per advertisement
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wps@i. wHouisms @iss Gsnu g Gupid o Oyb seEiEoD w0 G, | i pa eg $ 160.00 UTHAYAM
Cunpi@s SAUMABEABIITEST] TEEmT  saz QsgGsmppEsLema sflens 815 | pyip 5 S sidel

i - oSl SO i : e 2 ) : ull Page " P.O. Box, 3170, Wheelers Hill, Vic 3150
T —— SielliL o sioQuidifie HBwSGUFUL | | ag Page - full $400.00 Phone / Fax: (03) 9561 0242 or contact
soi! Goupss wqpdpiurisd! Gaiaumr  wafibugyb Cipsl soEIOES! Last Page - half $250.00
pripui-_ Slwis SIS SD O 30 Center fold - full $275.00 Syd Keth 0409 450 902
smeiuni GmEEmHSHenGar. Sigeopu Cs8 275 Csd geveufl 2002 : ydney etha 2

o b o5H 8 > Center fold - half $185.00 Melbourne Siva 0412 067 019
i il ; ; : Front Page - Top Shoulder $75.00 Mrs Bala  (03)97953568
v
sgiewer auerippiel L Qpiioibiol aobantio Bottom Strip 4cm x 26 cm (2 colours) $200.00 Perth Ramkumar (08) 9332 3978
Classified Ads - per line (pre paid) $1.50 GST extra
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steyb. Beupdled usel s S srueiusier Hapdfuyn, sulm Op. : beduarteicied
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Paradise Indian Restaurant
Wheelers Hill

Bookings:

Ph / Fax: (03) 9561 6661

UTHAYAM COMMUNITY

Syndal

The Palms

Food Court & Restaurant
213 - 215 Blackburn, Road
Syndal, 3149

Ph: (03) 9803 9668

TO PLACE AN ADVERTISEMENT
ON THIS BUSINESS GUIDE PHONE UTHAYAM CONTACTS ON PAGE 2
RATE: $10 PER ISSUE OR $100 PER YEAR

s

MELBOURNE R
pringvale

MELBOURNE MELBOURNE

TAILOR
Repaires & Alterations ta Ladies,
Gents & Childrens clothing.

LION OF INDIA RAVI JAMES ASSOCIATES
Tandoori Mughlai North Indian || 87 Beaty Street,
Cuisine - Take-aways 20% discount || Jyanhoe, Vic 3079
Bookings: 9379 2161 Ph. 9614 3588 (BH)

Dinner 7 nights
349 Keilor Road, North Essendon S Ln ol

Rajus Indian Restaurant
890-892 Princes Highway,
Springvale

Ph: (03) 9574 2693

REC. 11743

Commercial - Domestic - Indusirial

9367 9308 & 0404 098 136

Quality workmanship
Ph: (08) 9451 6346
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noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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Sydney : Melbourne
09. 06. 2002 ! : 15. 06. 2002
(Queens Birthday Weekend) : Georgewood Performance Arts Centre
Cathron Macqwali High School Auditrium “ | : 1 Kalinda Road, Ringwood
Westrped. ' 4 ‘ Time: 6.30pm
Time: 6.30pm [ 3 Family : Au$60.00

Family : Aus $60.00 ®- Single:: Au $20.00

Single : Aus $ 25.00 .V~ “ReserverAu $ 30.00

Reserve : Aus $30.00

Designed by Abirame Publications - (03) 9803 8787
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