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Amnesty International for next round of
talks in Oslo

The Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) appeared to have
shelved its demand for an in-
terim administration for the
North-East, while looking at
'models' that would satisfy its
concept of self-governance.

"We may or may not go for an
interim administration. What is
important is a solution that
would immediately address the

humanitarian issues in_ the
North," LTTE chief negotiator
Dr. Anton Balasingham said .

Balasingham told journalists at
the joint media briefing ending
the second round of peace talks
in Bangkok, that although they
demanded an Interim Admini-
stration as a transitional meas-
ure, they would alsc like to ad-
dress core issues. This is widely

seen as a major breakthrough in
the peace process.

"Now that a Political Affairs
Committee has been set up, we
could explore various models
from international parallels that
would accommodate minority
demands," he said.

Balasingham also said he was
looking forward to meeting
Prime Minister Ranil Wick-
remesinghe at the November 25
donor conference in Oslo where
he (Balasingham) would be
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highlighting humani-
tarian issues in the
North.

His counterpart in the
peace delegation,
Minister Prof. G. L.
Peiris said they would
explore  models in
other countries where
similar conflicts pre-

vail and adopt the
same to  suit the
Lankan situation.

(Continued on page 13)

{Courtesy Daily News)

SBS Radio under spotlight

‘Gontrouersy surrounds radio station

_ -by Uthayam Correspondents

—On Z00October 2002, a few days
after the terrorist attack on inno-
cent civilians at Bali, which
killed nearly 200 people most of
them Australians and injured
many others, a broadcaster in
the Tamil segment of the SBS
Radio made the following re-
marks: “A day of mourning is
being observed in Australia to-
day, to pay respect to those who
lost their lives in the Bali bomb
explosion. Right thinking people
will not disagree of the fact that,
the loss of lives in that bomb
explosion was an unwanted act.
Terrorists’ acts of this nature,
wherever it happens, will have
to be condemned. Organisations
and groups claim to be fighting
for their rights are engaged in
terrorist activities. Similarly,
military forces of some coun-
tries too are engaged in terrorist
activities. No matter from which

We requested an interview with SBS to obtain their side of the "s;corygl‘;"the various _maﬁers raised in this issue of Uthayani.
s The offer was declined. However an official said that Mr Nagarajah’s matter is still under investigation.

side they come from, terrorist
activities are terrorist activities;
they cannot be differentiated.

“Most of us felicitate terrorists,
who take the lives of innocent
people, hailing them as heroes,
who renounce their lives. We
thereby approve their terrorism.

" True heroes will not be involved

in terrorist activities that kill
innocent people. Killing ene-
mies in a war is different. It is
not heroic act to kill innocent
people by bombing, hacking and
stabbing. Let us move on to the
next item of our program with
the thought that it is wrong to
conduct celebrations in honour
of those who are engaged in
such activities and heaping
praises on them as great heroes
and martyrs.”

Even though- the comment was
made in the cont «t of Bali kill-
ings, reflecting the mood of na-
tion in mourning, some Tamils
found it objectionable. A few
days later, some people came on
a Tamil commercial talk back
radio and showered personal
insults and threats on the SBS
broadcaster.

Many listeners of this radio sta-
tion later said that stage-
managed talk back campaigns
are not new on this radio and
personal insults are the norm
than exception.

An e-mail campaign was also
launched, with an apparent in-
tention to flood SBS with e-
mails and thereby put pressure
on the management to move

against the broadcaster. This
was where the whole thing went
out of control. (For the text of
the e-mail please see page 16).

Internet and e-mail know no
boundaries and the issue became
internationalised overnight. Peo-
ple all over the world saw a re-
spected, veteran Tamil journalist
in trouble. They saw the name
Nagarajah. The reaction has
been instantaneous.

Sri Lankan newspapers and
many reputed Internet sites im-
mediately picked up the news
and started investigating. The
issue was widely seen as one of
victimisation against a journalist
for political reasons. Many or-
ganisations including the Am-
nesty International were alerted.
Nagarajah’s voice suddenly dis-

appeared from the SBS broad-
casts. What has happened to
him? Most people believe that
he has been stood down, at least
temporarily.

Mahulchandran a regular con-
tributor to various debates who
also defended Nagarajah in the
24 hour Narrow Area Ser-
vice radio, said: “The question-
ability of his comments should
have been handled in a sensible
manner without exposing/
branding all of the Tamil com-
munity's as intolerant to the De-
mocratic way of life of the

" country of its” adoption, where

approximately 80,000 first and
second generation Tamils with
roots from over thirty other
countries have migrated.

(See also pages 16, 17,18 & 19)
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LTTE
returning
gold to
40,000
families

n a different form
of a golden hand
shake with the peo- -

ple, the LTTE has decided to
return the gold it had col-
lected from about 40,000
families for the war effort six
years ago.

The LTTE on Friday an-
nounced in Jaffna that the
first batch will receive the
gold from November 21 and
thereafter it would take place
in stages with each family
getting back two sovereigns.

The LTTEs financial divi-
sion chief V.Thamilendhi
said the first batch of 2500
families to receive the gold
had been selected by way of
a draw. The LTTE had de-
manded two gold sovereigns
each from every family living
in the Jaffna peninsula when
it was about to begin Eelam
war -IIT" in 1995. It was com-

pulsory for the families to
make the contribution. The
Financial division head said
that they were now in a posi-
tion to return the gold as the
money was no longer re-
quired for the war effort.

(Sunday Times)
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confidence in your new computer system.
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Sri Lanka refugees flood home

More than 213,000 internally-displaced
people in Sri Lanka have returned home
so far this year, the UN refugee agency
says.

Officials say a time lag in collecting in-
formation may well mean the real figure
is much higher.

Some of the refugees are so desperate to
return home that they are risking their
lives on unsafe boats. This means a quar-
ter of Sri Lankan refugees have spofltane-
ously gone home despite the lack of a
proper programme to facilitate their re-
turn. According to UNHCR, more than
half the refugees have gone back to
Jaffna, but there is also some movement
to east coast towns like Trincomalee and
Batticaloa as well as within rebel areas.

UNHCR say the general trend is con-
stantly increasing numbers of returnees,
but they stress these are estimates based
on figures from government agents. The
UN has also seen some people spontane-
ously returning from southern India be-
cause of the optimism generated by the
peace process this year.

Desperate

Those who can afford it and have docu-
ments come by plane and the others come
illegally by small boats. Refugee officials
say several people have drowned trying to
return with their families in boats that
have no life-jackets for which they pay
large sums of money.

The ones who make it tend to get
stranded in places like Mannar and are

then picked up either by the navy or fish-

ermen.

Officially, UNHCR says there are more
than 1,000 refugees who have returned
from India but anecdotal evidence they
have received suggests the figure may be
higher.

UNHCR says there has been no decision
yet about what to do with the refugees in
camps in southern India though discus-
sions are continuing. But it seems some
of the refugees are so desperate to return
home that they are risking their lives on
unsafe boats in the absence of any organ-
ised alternative. Some want to start farm-
ing again in areas that have not yet been
certified clear of landmines. (BBC)
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Sri Lanka’s moderate Tamils on wel-
comed the progress during negotiations in
Thailand between the government and
Tamil Tiger rebels, saying the island
looked closer to lasting peace.

"We welcome the progress achieved and
it gives us hope of a peaceful solution,"
said Appathurai Vinayagamurthi, a legis-
lator with the Tamil National Alliance,
which has 15 seats in the 225-member
parliament. The Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) and Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe’s government on
Sunday announced three deals on eco-
nomic, military and political matters - far
more headway than had been expected in
their sound round of talks.

There has been no reaction to the break-
through from President Chandrika Ku-
maratunga, who has in the past criticised
Wickremesinghe’s peace push. Vinayaga-
murthi said it was feasible for the Tigers -
known for their suicide bombings and
killings of moderate rivals - to enter the
democratic mainstream.

"After all, the LTTE had not done any-
thing which the JVP hadnt," Vinayaga-
murthi said. The JVP, or People’s Libera-
tion Front, is the third largest party in Sri
Lanka’s parliament, after Wick-
remesinghe’s United National Party and
Kumaratunga’s main opposition People’s
Alliance. The Marxist party tried to over-
throw governments in 1971 and 1987, in
insurrections that claimed 20,000 and

60,000 lives respectively, according to

private estimates. The JVP is staunchly
opposed to any concessions with the

Tigers reject Tamil
Alliance request

The LTTE leadership had reportedly re-
jected a special request of the Tamil Na-
tional Alliance for a discussion with
LTTE representatives regarding arrange-
ments for the second round of peace talks
between the government and the LTTE in
Thailand.

The TNA requested for a discussion in
order to make their members aware of the
details that would be discussed in the sec-
ond round of talks. They pointed out that
they were not made aware of what was to
be discussed at the first round of talks.
However, the LTTE leadership turned
down the TNA request stating that there
was no need for discussions with the
TNA immediately.

After the government and the LTTE en-
tered into the ceasefire agreement TNA
members were called to Wanni for dis-
cussions regarding the future programme
but the monthly discussions too have
been cancelled by now.

The LTTE organization has a responsibil-
ity to discuss the future programme with
the TNA as the LTTE was directed to en-
ter the political frame work by the TNA, a
senior member of the TNA said. A split in
the TNA is likely if a general election is
held early. The LTTE may decide to re-
place some of the present MPs by their
members. All Ceylon Tamil Congress has
already decided to contest future elections
separately, ACTC announcement said.
(Daily Mirror)

nam Foundation.
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Tamil Tigers, as are nationalists within
the majority Sinhalese community.

The ultra-nationalist Sihala (eds: correct)
Urumaya said the reported progress in
Thailand was just for the cameras.

"It was all a good road show staged by
the LTTE to win international goodwill,"”
said party leader Tilak Karunaratne. The
Tamil Tigers’ chief negotiator, Anton Bal-
asingham, has said he was ready to meet
Wickremesinghe on the sidelines of a do-
nors meeting this month in Norway.

Karunaratne protested that a "terrorist
group” should not attend the donor con-
ference. "The government is bending
backwards to give into all their (the Ti-
gers) demands,” the nationalist leader
said. Karunaratne also dismissed the
LTTE’s stated intention to join main-
stream politics as "a joke." The Sihala
Urumaya has no seats in parliament but
won more than 50,000 votes in the De-
cember 2001 election. (Prolog)

Muslim-Singhala
clashes quelled:
Three-member

committee appointed

The government appointed a three-
member committee comprising the Gov-
ernment Agent Colombo, the Commis-
sioner of Buddhist Affairs and the Direc-
tor Muslim Cultural Affairs to inquire and
report into incidents in Colombo North
which forced Police to enforce a local
curfew.

Clashes between local residents resulted
in the death of one person and injuries to
at least 20 others. Of the injured four
were warded at the Colombo Accident
Ward and the others received outpatient
treatment. -

Police backed by a contingent of the
Army and the Special Task Force kept the
two battling groups apart. By evening the
disturbances had ceased. The incidents
caused the Police to divert traffic and as
major roads were blocked there was a
massive traffic jam that affected the entire
Colombo metropolitan area.

Parliamentary Affairs Minister A.H.M.
Azwer told the Daily News that Prime
Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe had held
an emergency meeting to assess the situa-
tion after the clashes broke out.

The initial cause for the clashes had been
a long-standing land dispute in the area
over the construction of a religious
school, Police added. (Edited from Daily
News)

Tigers, GOSL optimistic
after first defence meet

The Liberation Tigers and the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka (GOSL) said they were
confident of making further progress in
stabilising the island’s peace process on
the ground as their high-level defence
teams wound up four hours of talks in
Omanthai, 18 kilometres north of
Vavuniya, on the line of control

(TamilNet)
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North-East rail
restoration on track

—

A feasibility project to recon-
struct the North-East railway
lines has been launched by a
consortium of Australian com-
panies, a spokesman for the con-
sortium said.

He said stage one of the feasibil-
ity study which began on Mon-
day in Jaffna was completed by
Friday and it had revealed that
the damage was far more than
they had ever envisaged. He
said many rail bridges, stations
and staff quarters had to be re-
built while signals at crossings
and stations and the communi-

cation network had to be re-
placed. He said the survey was
being funded by Australia and
several European countries.

A Transport Ministry official
said once the survey was com-
pleted, the Ministry would call
for tenders to select contractors
to undertake this multi-million

"rupee project which will include

relaying the 266 kilometre
Northern track stretching 160
kms from Vavuniya to Kanke-
santurai and 106 kms from
Medawachchiya to Talaimannar
Pier. (Sunday Times)

Hundreds of Tamil suspects released
in Sri Lanka: minister

Sri Lanka has released hundreds
of minority Tamil suspects from
government custody who are
charged with involvement in
anti-government activities under
the Prevention of Terrorism Act,
The Island newspaper said. -

Minister of Rehabilita-
tion, Resettlement and Refugees

Jayalath Jayawardena was.

quoted by the paper as saying on
that 424 Tamil suspects have
been released since the govern-
ment and Tamil Tiger entered
an indefinite ceasefire agree-

ment in February this year.
‘Among them were 13 Tamils
released recently in exchange
for seven government army per-
sonnel, he said.

Dozens of Tamils, who
were suspected of the involve-
ment in the devastating attack in
the country’s only international
airport late July last year, have
also been released as no evi-
dence has been given to link

" them with the attack, the paper

said. ((Xinhua )

Tiger rebels warn Sri Lankan judiciary
against digging up the past

Sri Lanka’s Tamil Tiger rebels on Sunday warned the island’s judici-
ary not to "dig up the past" with legal action against them that could
scuttle the Norwegian-backed peace process.

A Sri Lankan court sentenced the supremo of the rebel Liberation Ti-
gers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in absentia to 200 years in jail for a 1996
bombing. The LTTE’s chief negotiator, Anton Balasingham, said both
the rebels and government forces had been responsible for "acts of
war" that could not be regarded as criminal acts. "I would like to ask
the government, particularly the Sri Lankan judiciary, not to dig up
the past,” Balasingham told reporters.

He also warned the LTTE’s own system of "courts” could try Sri
Lankan leaders and sentence them to over 2,000 years in a tit-for-tat
exercise. Tiger rebels run a parallel administration in several areas of
Sri Lanka’s northeast, where they have their own brand of justice, po-

lice and civil administration.

(Prolog)
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Gunaratna’s book
on terror links
taken off
Malaysian
bookshelves
Major bookstores in Malaysia
have stripped their shelves of a
book on the al-Qaeda terror

network which has outraged the
government, but the author

argued  that he had been
unjustly accused. The
government says the book,
Inside Al-Qaeda: Global
Network of Terror by Sri
Lankan academic Rohan
Gunaratna, was the source of a
United Nations document
allegedly linking the ruling

coalition with Osama bin
Laden’s terrorist organisation.

Gunaratna told AFP that he had
not seen the UN report but
insisted he made no such
alllegation in his book and
urged Malaysians leaders to
read it before making
accusations against him.
"Responsible politicians, before
they shoot, should study the
problem,” he told AFP in a
telephone interview from
Singapore, where he is an
analyst with the Institute of
Defence and Strategic Studies.

Gunaratna said he had written to
Deputy Prime Minister
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, who
made “the allegation, and had
sent him a copy of the book.
Abdullah said the UN report

depicted Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohamad’s ruling
National Front as having

"ideological and political links"
to the Moro Islamic Liberation
Front (MILF) in the Philippines,
which has direct links to al-

Qaeda

SLMM cautions LTTE

Raising concerns over the arrest of six LTTE cadres with explosives,
the Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission (SLMM) yesterday called on the
LTTE to "strictly abide" by the Ceasefire Agreement. "What hap-
pened was a serious breach of the Ceasefire Agreement and the
SLMM has called on the LTTE leadership in Kilinochchi to strictly
abide by the Ceasefire Agreement,” SLMM Deputy Head Hagruph
Haukland told the Daily News.

The six cadres who were arrested by the Navy aboard a dinghy with
35 claymore mines and 12 communications sets in the sea off Trinco-
malee are in remand custody.

Haukland said the SLMM had advised the LTTE to "keep their horses
chained”. "We dont want to see a recurrence of events like Sep 25."
Haukland said, referring to the detention of seven soldiers in Trinco-
malee by the LTTE following the arrest of two LTTE cadres by the
police.

Professor Kunaratnam Scholarship Fund

The Faculty of Science, University of Jaffna has initiated the forma-
tion of a scholarship fund to be known as the Professor K Kunarat-
nam Scholarship Fund.

Professor Kunaratnam has served three Universities in Sri Lanka
( Jaffna, Peradeniya and Colombo) for nearly 42 vyears and retired
from the University service in April 2000. Prof. Kunaratnam was the
first Professor and Head of the Department of Physics of the Univer-
sity of Jaffna. He developed the Department of Physics to its present
state starting with meager resources.

Prof. Kunaratnam has also served as the Dean of the Faculty of Sci-
ence for more than six years. During this period, under his guidance
the Faculty had developed fast in spite of adverse conditions. Prof.
Kunaratnam took untiring efforts to establish the Department of Com-
puter Science in the University and was appointed as the founder
Head of that Department. As the founder Head, he laid a firm founda-
tion for its development. Prof. Kunaratnam has also served as the Vice
Chancellor of the University of Jaffna at a very critical and turbulent
period in the history of the University of J affna.

The formation of the above fund would be a token of appreciation of
his services by the former students of the University of Jaffna.

Contributions:

Saving Book A/C No 20537

(Peoples Bank, University of Jaffna Branch), Thirunelvely, Jaffna, Sri
Lanka

Information
Prof. R.Kumaravadivel, Dean/Science
E-mail : rkumar@panlanka.net
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For the Finest and the Largest Collection
of Indian fashion Clothes and Jewellery

o |

\ * - You only have fo look at one store
‘;‘ : ~for all your fashion needs.
¥ Be it a traditional Banarasi,

. Mysore or Kanchiwaram
silk saree, a fancy or
casual Punjabi suif,
a colorful Ghagra- Choli,
a graceful Sharara suit
or a heavily
2 . embroidered Wedding
F dress, Shawls, Handbags,
Shoes or any kind of
Fashion Jewellery.

There is also a huge
stock of Men's
clothing such as
Kurta - Pajama,
Shalwar - Qameez,
Sherwani,

Jodhpuri Suits

and a big vonety;;_j {

- of Children’s Clothes
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HAMIM Graphic Arts 9877 9264

i TR

69-71 Foster Street 63 Waterfield Street, 7/ 281 Beamish Sncct 24 Darcy Stlcet T\I() ? 742 25() Gu)m Street,
Dandenong Vic. Coburg Vic. Campsie Paramatta Liverpool NSW 2170

j 9792 5688 9350 7373 9718 3251 9687 9776 9601 3888

Visit us at our website; Attp:/www.roshansfashion.com.au
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Kashmiris happier within India:
US expert

Ordinary Kashmiris, if left to themselves, would prefer to live within
the Indian Union with a fair degree of autonomy, but with infiltration
from Pakistan continuing, the USA must play its role for peace by
pressurizing it to stop the inflow of militants to ensure a path to final
settlement. If Islamabad doesn't oblige, aid may be cut off, and if it
does, both aid and trade may be enhanced. This was categorically
stated by Anatol Lieven, Senior Associate, Carnegiec Endowment for
International Peace, and former correspondent for The Times, London,
in Pakistan and Afghanistan. \

He has just returned from a trip to Pakistan where the political parties
are trying to cobble up a coalition regime after the elections.

In Lieven’s opinion, Pakistan must be a part of negotiations in Jamu
and Kashmir if a settlement is to be workable and its army in particu-
lar has to be taken into account.

In fact, about Washinton’s role, the scholar based his argument on the
primacy that the army enjoys in Pakistan and the regular Kashmiris’
yearning for autonomy even as men with gun would like to frustrate
that intention.

Said Lieven: "It is true that because - not only because of this but in
part because of this - that the Pakistani army simply dominates discus-
sion, not to mention strategy, concerning Kashmir to such an extent in
Pakistan that it’s very difficult to imagine any settlement there which
doesn't to some extent salve the pride of the Pakistani army - give it
some kind of face-saving element so that it can say that it hasnt sim-
ply had to surrender." :

He further substantiated his logic by observing that "the evidence that
I've seen suggests that most ordinary Kashmiris would settle for
autonomy - return to really full autonomy. I think that’s also true in
Chechnya, by the way.

The problem is, of course, that there are so many men with guns
around who exist precisely to frustrate that tendency. And clearly, as
long as there isn' a settlement with Pakistan, there will be some de-
gree of Pakistani encouragement of the - whatever you want to call
them - the irreconcilables."

Hence, according to Lieven, "in these circumstances, I do believe that
the US has both a duty, a right, and a strong national interest in trying
to push for peace over Kashmir and trying to diffuse this conflict.

I believe that the recent Kashmir election results, while they were cer-
tainly not an endorsement of Indian rule over Kashmir, do give an op-
portunity to push forward a peace settlement, both within Kashmir,
and ideally between Pakistan andm India." Speaking on the possible
effects of the success of religious parties in Pakistani elections, he said
as far as the USA is concerned, the main question is whether the out-
come will affect Pakistan’s cooperation in the hunt for fugitive Al-
Qaeda and Taliban members.

There is already an impact in the North-West Frontier Province where
the MMA(a conglomerate of religious parties) had its best result. But
Lieven also pointed out that the Pakistani army --- and not local and
provincial police --- has been and will continue to be in charge of op-
erations against Al-Qaeda and so the MMA victory may have little
impact. And asked about the influence of Islamists in the Pakistani
army,Lieven replied that he doesn' believe they've taken over the in-
stitution but rather that the army has used them for its own purposes.
Indian Express (Edited for space)

ALP Candidate for Scoresby

The Australian Labour Party has nomi-
nated Pollyanne Williams as its candidate
in the forthcoming State elections for the
newly - created State seat of Scoresby.
She has lived locally for ten years and
owns and runs a small business. She also
takes a keen interest in a wide-ranging
community work. -

Pollyanne was born in the US and had
worked in the New York City Police for
Community Bord for seven years. The
scope and goals of a Community Board
are very much similar to that of a local
government in Melbourne.

_She holds among others, a Masters De-
gree in Health Care Administration and

Bachelor of Science Degree Nursing. i

""" Digitized by Noolaham

She firmly believes that her professional
and life experience will go in a big way to
understand the issues that are important in
this election and give her the ability to
work with people from all walks of life.
She would be happy to discuss with vot-
ers any matters that are of importance to

Rushdie for
Saddam ouster
through UN
resolution

Favouring the idea of a regime
change in Iraq, India-born nov-
elist Salman Rushdie has said
the ouster of President Saddam
Hussein must be in line with the
UN resolution rather than a uni-
lateral US military action.

"Saddam Hussein and his ruth-
less gang of cronies from his
home village of Tikrit are homi-
cidal criminals, and their Iraq is
a living hell," Rushdie wrote in
the Washington Post on Satur-
day.

"He has impoverished them,
murdered them, gassed and tor-
tured them, sent them off to die
by the tens of thousands in futile
wars, repressed them, gagged
them, bludgeoned them and then
murdered them some more," he
wrote in an opinion piece.

Though he favoured ousting
Saddam Hussein, Rushdie did
not approve of the US’s go-it-
alone approach saying a pre-
emptive strike policy would
make Washington a more likely
target of terror.

"If the US reserves the right to
attack any country it doesnt like
the look of, then those who don'
like the look of the US might
feel obliged to- return the com-
pliment."

Rushdie noted that the connec-
tion between Hussein and Al-
Qaeda remains comprehensively
unproven, whereas the presence
of the Al-Qaeda leadership in
Pakistan, and of Al-Qaeda sym-
pathisers in that country’s intelli-
gence services are well known.

"Yet nobody is talking about
attacking Pakistan," he said.

Expressing doubts about the
vagueness of plans for a post-
Hussein Irag, Rushdie said that
though a war of liberation might
just be one worth fighting, the
war that America is currently
trying to justify is not. (Indian
Express)

Ramamurthy laid to rest at Vazhapadi

The former TNCC president, Vazhapadi K. Ramamurthy, who died
in Chennai laid to rest at Vazhapadi, Salem, . The last rites were per-
formed by his younger son, Rama Karnan, as per the family custom.

In 1988, before undergoing angioplasty, Ramamurthy left a ‘will’ stat-
ing that in case of his death, his body must be cremated and the ashes
strewn over the fields in the Paiyur Research Station (near Krish-
nagiri) of the Tamil Nadu Agricultural University. However, it was
today buried at his own place, located opposite the Vazhapadi bus
stand, with a view to erect a memorial.

At a condolence meeting at Vazhapadi, Sulochana Sampath, Al-
ADMK women’s wing leader, recalled Ramamurthy’s four-decade
long association with her family. The Sri Lankan MP, Douglas
Devananda of the Eelam People’s Democratic Party, said Ramamurthy

~ supported the cause of the Eelam Tamils, even after the death of Rajiv

Gandhi. However, Ramamurthy clearly distinguished between the
LTTE’ armed struggle and the Eelam people’s aspirations.

The former Speaker and the deputy leader of the Congress in the Lok
Sabha, Shivraj Patil, read out a message from the AICC president,
Sonia Gandhi, which said Ramamurthy was a respected leader and his
demise was a great loss to the party and the people of Tamil Nadu.

The TNCC working president, E.V. K.S. Elangovan, said Rama-
murthy took up the Cauvery cause without any let-up. "It is sorrowful
that on the day Karnataka has agreed to release Cauvery water, Rama-
murthy’s funeral is taking place.”

Others who participated in the meeting included the TNCC president,
S. Balakrishnan, the AICC secretaries, Ramesh Chennithala and G.K.
Vasan, the BJP MP, C.P. Radhakrishnan, the BJP State treasurer, V.
Ramesh, the former Minister for Agriculture, Veerapandi S. Aru-
mugham, the former Bihar MP, Sriram Avadesh Yadav, the former
MP, C. Kuppusamy, and representatives from the IUML and the
PMK. (The Hindu) :

CRICKET for CHARITY

The Sri Lankan Cricket Team will be touring Australia in 2002/03 as
one part of the ODI series and will be playing Australia A at Adelaide
Oval on Monday 6™ January. A Banquet Reception for the Sri Lankan
Cricket Team will be held on Saturday 4" January 2003 at the Ade-
laide Festival Centre from 6.45 pm till 12 midnight. Most of the pro-
ceeds will be donated to an approved charity in Sri Lanka, the HOPE
CANCER HOSPITAL FUND.

This charity devoted to cancer aid for sufferers. especially children, is
officially supported by the Sri Lankan cricket team, an initiative or-
ganised by Mahela Jayawardene who iost a brother to cancer (see
news item by Mike Coward in the Australian, 3 October 2002).

Tickets cover entrance and a dinner of Indian cuisine catered for by
the Hyatt and cost $45 per adult and $30 per child under 12. Bar fa-
cilities are available. Tickets can be purchased by post through the
following individuals:

Michael Roberts 8278 5773, Stan Djukanovic 8344 9130

Mahinda Abeywardena 8370 6088, Gihan Fernando 0402 447 559
Deepal Lecamwasam 8331 1067, Sujeeva Kamalsuriya 0403 308 490
Joe Hoad 8384 4481 /0403161 848

Nayan Perera 0403 539 518

ple.

Take over of Hindu Temples?

Police, intelligence, immigration and justice officials have identified the Federation of
Associations of Canadian Tamils (FACT) and World Tamil Movement (WTM) as the
main Tamil Tiger fronts in Canada. Toronto Police have arrested several men over the
past two months they claim are affiliated with the WTM. The arrests, for threatening and
assault, were in relation to what police described as a dispute over control of a Hindu tem-

An officer at the Toronto Police 41 Division in Scarborough, Ont., confirmed the victims
have alleged the arrested men were affiliated with the WTM.

"What the WTM is trying to do is they want to take over the control of the temple," said a
former temple official who claims he was threatened for opposing the move. "They said
the LTTE leadership in Sri Lanka has asked them to take over temples here."

The Canadian Security Intelligence Service says Canada is one of the LTTE’ major
sources of money. The group raises more than $2-million a year here CSIS says.

Canada: -

Foundation.
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Now offers a fast, safe and secure

money transfer service to all parts of Sri Lanka

'WHY WAIT FOR YOUR MONEY?22?
Collect cash "THE SAME DAY" from over

90 Seylan Bank branches islandwide.

& No bank account needed
& Not a cent charged in Sri Lanka

& Low transfer fees from only $10.00

¥ Best exchange rates

*For information on branch locations and to transfer money immediately,
please call Michael Fernandez on 03-9512-6561

Currency Exchange Services Australia
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Nisar's Food & Spices

Discount for Student meals
Lunch Boxes
Fresh Cooking everyday

Indian Food & groceries, Sri Lankan Items, Fijian & pacific Island Food & Gro-
ceries, Halal Food Items, All types of soft drinks, Frozen & Fresh Fijian Vegeta-
bles, Frozen Fish, Prawns & Lamb (halal), Cassava, Taro, Taro Leaves, Yam etc

Hindi videos, CDs, VCDs, & DVDs

Finest Quality of Rice, Flour & lentils. All types of Curry Powder, Canned Food
Items.

Trading Hours: Mon - Fri 9am to 7 pm, Sat 10am - 6.30 pm, Sun closed.

3B/951 Sydiiey Road, North Coburg, Vic 3058
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AMUTHA SURABI
FOOD BAR

164 Parramatta Road,
AUBURN, NSW 2144

Phone: (02) 9748 1841

SHAN SPICE CEN-
TRE

9 & 10, 7/10 Joyce Street,
Pendle Hill, NSW 2145

UDAYA SPICES

Wholesalers & Retailers
Open 7 days of the week from 10am to 9pm

Asian Groceries, Fresh Vegetables,
VCD/DVD/CD hire & sale,
1/76-78 Station Street,

Wentworthville, NSW 2145
Phone: (02) 9688 3954 Fax: (02) 9769 0277

SRI THAKSHANA
ENTERPRISE

11/191 Parramatta Road,
AUBURN, NSW 2144
Phone: (02) 9648 5418

Fax: (02) 9671 5024
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All advertisements placed in
Uthayam are published on our
web site free of charge.

To take advantage of this new offer
contact Uthayam on (03) 9561 0242

hitp:// M.uthayam.net
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Raagam [Tusie Centre

Piramid, Ayngaran,
Columbia, (Five star Re

&YX ¢

Tamil DVD, .
Flims & Songs | ¥,
Tamil ¥CD Films &Songs

< We are hiring VCD & Video
cassettes in Tamil, Hindi,
Thelunku and Malayalam.

< We are Recording any Tamil
song from CD to CD and any
VCD songs to video cassettes

% We are hiring “MUTHTHU
MANAVARAI" for wedding &
puberty

Please contact:
THAYA on (02) 9746 6486
or 0414 579 923

Shop 17A, 16-20 Henley Road
Homebush West NSW 2140
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(From page 1)

alasingham said they
should look into "federal
or confederal" models.
This is the second occasion in suc-
cessive rounds of talks that the
LTTE had come down on its de-
mands. Earlier in Sattahip, the
LTTE renounced its demand of Ee-
lam. ;

The LTTE's shift from its demand for an
Interim Administration came in the wake of
the groundbreaking decision by the parties
to commence political negotiations to end
the two decades old ethnic conflict.

"Prospects look good," said Norway's dep-
uty foreign minister Vidar Helgesen. He
cautioned that no quick results should be
expected from the process despite the early
gains.

He said the two sides agreed to "significant
steps to restore normality, improve security
and address political issues."

Towards: this end, a sub-committee had
been set up to address the constitutional,
legal and administrative issues among a
host of other details.

The Bangkok talks also saw the establish-
ment of two other committees - one in place
of the proposed Joint Task Force to guide
rehabilitation and humanitarian assistance
for the North and the sub-committee on de-
escalation and normalisation.

The latter will examine ways and means to
ensure resettlement, the return of private
property and resumption of economic ac-

f- Interim administration

tivities in the North.

The sub-committee will include high-level
civilian and military personnel on both sides
including Defence Secretary Austin Fer-
nando and LTTE Eastern commander Ka-
runa.

Responding to journalists, Peiris said the
mainstream public opinion in the South was
firmly behind the peace process and that he
had no doubt even of the support of the
President given the benefits that followed
the ceasefire.

"The parties demonstrated a positive, prag-
matic and conciliatory approach in discuss-
ing a wide range of issues, including present
challenges as well as matters relating to the
long-term solutions," the Norwegian gov-
ernment said in a statement.

"The parties thereby continued the dual ap-
proach of moving step by step towards a
lasting political settlement, while remaining
fully focused on the ground situation. The
parties reconfirmed their strong commit-
ment to the Ceasefire Agreement," it said.

Asked on the position of PTA detainees,
Balasingham said there were still 193 left,
out of which 75 would be released in terms
of a government assurance.

Peiris said the agreement was to expedite
matters in terms of the legal system and a
methodical way to deal with the issue.
Balasingham said the LTTE's ultimate aim
was to enter the "democratic framework"
and all Tamil political groups would be wel-
come to take part in political activity.

"Since we have committed to enter the de-
mocratic political mainstream, we have to
accept other political parties and allow them

to participate in the democratic politics in
the North-East," he said.

He denied that the LTTE was recruiting
underaged youth into its ranks and said Am-
nesty International experts would be attend-
ing the next round of talks in Oslo between
December 2 and 5.

The peace process achieved a major break-
through with the government and the LTTE
commencing negotiations for a political
solution to end the 20 year old ethnic con-
flict.

This is also the first time in the five rounds
of peace talks under different administra-
tions that a dialogue on a political settle-
ment had commenced, the sources added.

It was also an index of the determination by
the parties to pursue the goal of peace to see
an end to the conflict that had ravaged the
nation for over two decades.

Speaking to the media after talks Peiris said
the government and the LTTE agreed to
jointly research a model to end Sri Lanka's
two decades of ethnic bloodshed.

"We have virtually agreed to everything,"
Peiris said. "We have made progress that no
one thought was possible. We have tangible
results."”

"We are very optimistic... the peace process
is making substantial progress... We are
even having very friendly discussions even
when we are not at the negotiations," Bal-
asingham said.

The third session of talks will take place on
December 2 and 5 in Oslo, Norway. The
following sessions will be held in Thailand:
January 6 to 9, 2003, February 7 to 11 and

 process

March 18 to 21.

The Sub-Committee on Immediate Humani-
tarian and Rehabilitation Needs in the North
and East, as proposed in the talks, will in-
clude four members selected by the LTTE
and four by the government. Two members
of the respective negotiating teams, S.P.
Thamilselvan of the LTTE and Mr. Bernard
Goonetilleke of government will be leading
members of the Sub-Committee.

Other Government representatives will in-
clude Mr. M.D.D. Peiris, Mr. M.LM.
Rafeek, and an additional member of the
Muslim community. Other LTTE represen-
tatives will include Mr. Jay Maheswaran.

The Sub-Committee will be assisted by a
secretariat to be located in the Government
Agent's Office in Killinochchi. Meetings of
the Sub-Committee will be held in Killi-
nochchi, Colombo, Batticaloa, and Kal-
munai.

The Sub-Committee on Political Matters
will be chaired by the heads of delegations
Anton Balasingham and G.L. Peiris. Other
government representatives will include
Rauf Hakeem, leader of the Sri Lanka Mus-
lim Congress.

(Edited from Daily News)

We invite readers to write
their opinions in Uthayam.
All

contributions must be
brief.

SHAKTHI & UTHAYAM
PRESENTS A FORUM ON THE PEACE

PROCESS IN SRI LANKA -
On Sunday 24 November 2002 at 3 PM
in R4, Rotunda Theatre, Monash University, Clayton

« Peace talks & prospects for long term peace

e« Human Rights & devolution

« Expatriates & the peace process

{-

Guest Speakers from Amnesty International,
Aid Agencies & Australian Political Parties

"Come and listen to a diversity of opinions & exchange views with other Sri
Lankans, who are committed to peace and human rights for all

For more information contact Channa:(03) 95483598 or Noel:(03) 95610541
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SRI LANKA:

The charade of co-habitation
has ended. Sri Lanka has en-
tered a new stage in its acri-
monious political history. No
longer is it only a state of po-
litical hostility, punctuated by
violence and terror, between
the two major political groups
the United National Party
(UNP) and the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party (SLFP). Itis a
state of constitutional war be-
tween a UNP Prime Minister
and his SLFP President.

When this strange administra-
tion emerged in the wake of the
December 2001 parliamentary
elections, well-meaning opti-
mists in the South consoled
themselves that a politically es-
tranged executive could co-exist
with the new legislature. Prime
Minister Ranil Wickremasinghe
promoted this illusion by play-
ing the chivalrous statesman
willing to accommodate an un-
predictable President Kuma-
ranatunga. Nevertheless the last
year has been characterized by
talk of impeachment, parliamen-
tary crossovers and constitu-
tional amendments.

Coexistence was never a realis- ,

tic option. Old sins cast long
shadows. The roots of the con-
flict go back to the country’s
first Parliament in which the

President’s father S W R D Ban-
daranaike was Leader of the
House. But he soon realized that
being an outsider, when the
crunch came, he would be
passed over for succession in
favour of a family well repre-
sented on the Treasury Benches:

. John Kotelawala, Dudley

Senanyake, R G Senanayake
and J R Jayawardene contrib-
uted to give the Grand Old Party
the sobriquet the Uncle and
Nephews Party. Ranil Wickre-
masinghe represents the next
generation of this clan.

Detente was therefore at best a
pious hope until the present Par-
liament finally came up with the
19® Amendment aimed at cir-
cumscribing the President’s
powers. But the gamble failed

- when the courts refused last

month to go along, leaving the
country wide open to a battle of
gladiatorial proportions between
President and Prime Minister.

The logic of partisan parliamen-
tary politics compelled Presi-
dent Kumaranatunga to seek to
reverse the UNP’s electoral
gains at the earliest possible op-
portunity post-December 2001.
If not she ran the risk of seeing
SLFP parliamentarians, de-

prived of their access to patron-
age, being woed into UNP
ranks. But the constitution pre-
cluded her from dissolving par-
liament until it had completed a
year. When the MOU with the
LTTE was signed in February
she must have been confident
that by the time she was ready
to call fresh elections the LTTE
would have broken the ceasefire
and the electorate would aban-
don a discredited Ranil Wickre-
masinghe.

Much to the chagrin of the
President and the SLFP, the
MOU and the ceasefire are hold-
ing and negotiations are unfold-
ing according to plan in Thai-
land. So from her point of view
a test of electoral strength would
be premature at this point in
time. Rather, with the Sri Lanka
Muslim Congress in disarray,
and the Ceylon Workers’ Con-
gress uncommitted, the prospect
of dismissing the Cabinet and
placing herself at the head of an
SLFP-MEP-JVP-LSSP-CP gov-
ernment remains a possibility.

Denied the power to amend the
constitution, unsurprisingly it is
Ranil Wickremasinghe who
now needs to go to the elector-
ate and get a popular mandate to

Jayantha

isolate the president and pursue
peace with the LTTE. And the
electorate will be kinder to him
before the LTTE-dominated In-
terim Administration takes of-
fice early next year, and the IMF
prescribed economic reforms
begin pinching the consumer’s
purse.

Elections may be a way of
breaking out of the emerging
political gridlock. But three na-
tional elections in three years
can hardly be a sign of political
stability. But the alternatives are
worse. Last month the stock
markets fell to a seven-year low.
And economic growth forecasts
were revised down from 4 per
cent, not a spectacular target to
begin with given the fact that Sri
Lanka was in recession last
year.

On the other hand peace pros-
pects have galvanized the donor
community. With a meeting
scheduled in Oslo this month, to
be followed by another in Japan
early next year.

The current political drift only
serves to emphasize the fact that

the political contest that Banda-
ranaike launched when he
walked out of the UNP in 1951
is still the main game in town.
The partisan battle between the
UNP and SLFP dwarfs every
other issue. Well meaning ef-
forts by the British Government
almost a decade ago to ensure
that this rivalry would be exor-
cised from the quest for a solu-
tion to the civil war is now his-
tory. Thus the UNP undermined
the President’s 16™ Amendment
in August 2000, just the way she
is doing everything in her power
to sabotage the MOU.

A political deadlock between
the President and Parliament,
with the former attempting to
enthrone a minority administra-
tion of her choosing, and the
latter threatening to cut off
funds to force the president to
call a General Election, would
bring the peace process to a halt.
Such a political meltdown
would leave the Government,
the LTTE and the Norwegian
mediators with no certainty
about the future and leave the
peace process in tatters.

HINDU SOCIETY OF VICTORIA (INC)

WITH A CULTURAL EVENING

ON

SUNDAY 17™ NOVEMBER 2002, 6.00PM.

AT

SPRINGVALE CITY HALL

SPRINGVALE ROAD, SPRINGVALE

ADMISSION BY TICKETS AT $5.00 AND FOOD WILL BE SERVED

FOR FURTHER DETAIL PLEASE CONTACT

TEMPLE MANAGER

ON (03) 9782 0878
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SBS Radio under spotlight

(From page 1)

SBS must not succumb to undue
pressures”. Spencer has written
giving a more complete picture
to the SBS counterbalancing all
suggested points by James
Sugumar.

An LTTE sympathiser who re-
quested not to reveal his name
said: “I wish that Mr Nagarajah

did not make those references in .

his broadcast. But that is my
personal view. It was a very
brief comment appropriate to
.the Bali incident. His direct ref-
erence was to Bali but it indi-
rectly hurt LTTE. We can’t pos-
sibly censor all criticisms
against LTTE, particularly in
this country. I am saying this
even though I am an ardent
LTTE supporter. I have listened
to Nagarajah for many years and
he has impressed me a lot. His
news presentations are usually
fair even though there are
glitches at times. But he is a
creative type of person and it is
good for the Tamil language
broadcast to keep him. There is
no need to get rid of him. Per-
haps he should be cautioned.”

Mr Chandrahasan, a well known
writer and playwright said: “I
understand that the case against
Mr Nagarajah is that he has
made an editorial comment. I
agree that a broadcaster from a
public radio has no right to air
his views on controversial is-
sues. But what surprises me is
that comments are not new to us
in the SBS Tamil broad-
casts. We have always been
bombarded with cheap com-
ments from the SBS broad-
caster, in one form or the other.
One very recent irresponsible
comment by a SBS broadcaster
was against a verdict by the Sri-
lankan court. Compared to
these, Nagarajah’s comment is
minuscular. But the only differ-
ence is that it did not come from
the usual LTTE camp. I wonder
whether SBS also, like all other
Tamil radios in Australia, being
controlled and monitored by self

" claimed front organisations of

LTTE. But the silent majority of
the Tamils in Australia want the
SBS to be free and fair”

The reaction from the pith of the
community was, that Nagara-
jah’s appointment to SBS made

history, as this was the first time
and only time the situation al-
lowed a person with proper
news and broadcasting experi-
ence.

They felt it is tragic, it should be

‘rocked this way no sooner the

recruitment was made. It has
been the community’s experi-
ence, that for the past ten to fif-
teen years, they had to put up
with any one and every one,
who used it as a training ground
as far as they had the correct
leanings. To start with, we had

the mathematics professor, and
then an accountant and lady
with him. They liked Tamil but
Tamil remained very alienated
from them, and listeners felt
they were having a cart ride on a
rocky road.

Then came the -postgraduate,
who used SBS more like his
propaganda machine and kept
on repeating the sentences. He
believed that way his point of

~ view was emphasised. Then an

engineer who did better, but had

difficulties with translation and
who survived out of common-
sense than anything. All of them
then were novices to journalism
and the community could not
understand why others with ex-
perience like Nithi could not be
called upon to contribute. In this
spectre Nagarajah’s appoint-
ment became a turning point and
we felt things were taking the
right direction and at least SBS
was now able to see beyond its
cradle. But what is taking place
again is sad for many of them.

This is what an e-mail widely circulated in the
name of “Consortium of Tamil Associations,

NSW?”’ said:

On 20th October, 2002 the SBS Tamil Language Program broadcast
at 11:00 am made some unwelcome comments about our martyrs, our
youths who sacrificed their precious lives in the pursuit of obtaining
freedom, peace and dignity for the Tamil people of Sri Lanka.

Mr Chelliah Nagarajah was the broadcaster. His comments about ter-
rorism, the loss of many innocent young lives in Bali resulting from
the terrorist activities was appropriate. Such acts needs to be con-
demned. However, the reference to our martyrs and the way we
Tamils pay homage was uncalled for. These youths sacrificed their
lives for a worthy and noble cause and the broadcaster’s comments

are blatant insult.

You all are perhaps aware that this broadcaster’s services were previ-
ously terminated by two Sydney Tamil Community Radio Stations
and another Melbourne Tamil Community Radio Station for broad-
casting his biased views and unsatisfactory community comments.

At a time when the whole world without an exception is applausive of
the peace process taking place in Sri Lanka, the comments, which are
the broadcaster’s own personal views is damaging, divisive and non

productive.

We need to do something to correct this situation and SBS manage-
ment has to be advised of the Tamil people’s dissatisfaction on the
state aided radio station being used for an individual’s biased views to
be put on the air. We kindly request you to write to SBS expressing

our feelings. .

We have attached some sample points to be included in your letter.
Pl. make your choice and email immediately to SBS on philippe.

tanguy @sbs.com.au

We are also attach script of the relevant broadcast by Mr Nagarajah.

Thank you for your co operation.
Yours truly,

James Sugumar

Secretary, Consortium of Tamil Associations, NSW

There was a time when thousands of ordinary people made sure that they never missed to tune in to a Tamil
commercial radio to listen to the day’s news. The news was prepared and presented by Selliah Nagarajah.
To a political lobby group, the news became too unpalatable because it covered all sides of the stories. Bal-
ance was not welcome. Soon the radio station succumbed to pressure and removed Nagarajah. Listeners

Who is this Nagarajah?

also quickly abandoned the radio station.

Nagarajah worked as a News Assistant, in the News Division of the Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation
(SLBC) from 1971 to 1984. He has edited English news bulletins, presented news programs, and read news
bulletins in Tamil. He also served as the Special Correspondent for SLBC at Batticaloa for nearly 4 years.
He was also a free-lance Reporter for Rupavahini Corporation. He also served as the Batticaloa Special
Correspondent for the English Language daily - The Island". In 1989 he took oaths as an Attorney-at-Law
and practiced in Batticaloa, until 1993. He was also a visiting Lecturer in Commercial Law and Constitu-
tional History at the Faculties of Commerce and Humanities of the Eastern University, Sri Lanka, between

1990 and 1992.

From 1993 till 1998, he worked for the United Nations Organisation in several capacities. He served as an
Electoral Supervisor for the UN Transitional Authority for Cambodia and later served at the Office of the
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, as a Human Rights Officer and Legal Consultant.

Nagarajah has an LI:B degree from the Colombo University, LLM from the University of Western Sydney
and presently completing an MA degree in International Relations at the University of New South Wales.

He is also admitted as a Solicitor in New South Wales, Australia.

Nagarajah declares that he has never been either a member or supporter of any political parties, neither in

Sri Lanka nor in Australia. He says that he is only a journalist.

SBS Radio under spotlight

SBS shuts shop in Melbourne

-by Uthayam Co;respondents

Mr Poopathy is a winner of
the Sri Lankan government’s
Sahitya award for literature,
twice. He is also an experi-
enced journalist and had
served in the leading Sri
Lankan newspaper Virakesari
for 10 years. We asked him
what he thought of the re-
moval of SBS Tamil broad-
casts from Melbourne. Mr
Poopathy replied:

“It is certainly a disappointment
to everyone. They should have
continued with the alternate
broadcasts from Melbourne and

Sydney. It worked well. There is
an equally large population of
Tamils in both cities. From the
time Tamil broadcasts were
started many years ago, they
have always come from Mel-
bourne”

Q: SBS may probably ask what
it matters, whether it comes
from Sydney or Melbourne.

A: It matters a lot. If it doesn’t,
why are they having a radio sta-
tion at each city? There is a big
difference. There are talented
people in both places. SBS
should respect the wish of the
community.

Q: Do you know why they
closed the Melbourne broad-
cast?

A: Well, I am wondering what
valid reason there can be. This
has been a very significant
move. SBS has a duty to explain
and justify its action. There are
some suspicions and rumours. [
feel pretty sad about the whole
thing. The fact that SBS chose
to rebroadcast programs from
BBC World Service, when they
could have used their Mel-
bourne facility to produce pro-
grams, has compounded these
suspicions
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SBS Radio under spotlight

-by. Uthayam Correspondents -

Is SBS consistent?

-Dr Noel Nadesan is the
Chairperson of Tamil News
Ltd, the publishers of Utha-
yam. He is also a human rights
campaigner, refugee welfare
worker, writer and- political
commentator.

When we asked Dr Nadesan
what he can make out of the re-
cent controversy involving Mr
Nagarajah and the SBS, he said:
“I think the whole thing has
been blown out of proportion.
People who start this kind of
campaigns — whether via e-mail
or on talk back — should be
more careful and realistic. I
think they have made it very
embarrassing to the SBS as well
as Nagarajah. Now a lot of peo-
ple across the world — not neces-
sarily Tamils but also others —
know about this and are still fol-
lowing the issue.”

Q: What is your impression of
political lobbying among Aus-
tralian Tamils?

A: Political lobbying here has
always been one sided. Pro
LTTE people are well organised
in this respect. They have be-
come forceful, with alternative
views suppressed. Sometimes
they use intimidation too. There
were several occasions where
people went and threatened
shopkeepers in an organised
manner and removed entire
stocks of Uthayam newspaper,
later to be destroyed. This was
only because Uthayam carried
some news items, which they
did not like. Then they spread
the message in the community
through their grape vines that
Uthayam is against LTTE.

Q: Cannot
these people?

Uthayam  satisfy

A: Uthayam cannot satisfy these
people until they realise that an
independent newspaper will
carry all sorts of news and all
sides of stories. So long as they
think__that only one-point of
view should be published, it is
very difficult. Uthayam is not a

propaganda organ. At the same
time, it is not the culture of
Uthayam to be anti LTTE. We
want to practice journalism in
its true sense.

Q: Are Tamil people behind
them?

A: 1 don’t think so. Particularly
we must understand that some
of these people do not represent
the LTTE. They do what suits
them under its banner and even
misrepresent. The world knows
that LTTE has made it clear that
they do not demand a separate
sovereign state, and will work
within the framework of Sri
Lanka, on an acceptable alterna-
tive. But many here continue to
parade rule by LTTE of the
Tamil units is nothing but sover-
eign state and the mandate of
the people in 1977 elections are
being delivered. LTTE’s chief
negotiator Balasingam said after
the second round in Bangkok
that they are now committed to
enter the democratic political
mainstream and therefore will

" have to accept other political

parties and allow them to par-

_ ticipate in the democratic poli-

tics of the North-east. But peo-
ple here keep on saying that any
body who do not subscribe to
LTTE’s point of view are trai-
tors and they would not even sit
with them, even if they are
Tamils, to discuss the methodol-
ogy of bringing democratic re-
forms or even to push the peace
process. All these opinions
therefore are self-entered and
self-protection.

Q: Coming back to the SBS, do
you think that the action taken
against Mr Nagarajah is rea-
sonable?

A: SBS taking action against
their employee is their own
business. But no one can deny
that Nagarajah is an excellent
journalist. There is a community:
expectation that SBS should be
consistent in this kind of mat-
ters.

Q: Is SBS not consistent?

A: When you look at the way
SBS handled complaints made
against its previous people, -it
will be very difficult to establish
consistency. For example, I was
present at a community consul-
tation meeting conducted by the
Station Manager in Melbourne.
Many people openly made vari-
ous types of complaints includ-
ing on the bias of their pro-
grams. But we couldn’t see any
change in the programs or con-
tents whatsoever for years, let
alone taking disciplinary ac-
tions. There was a case where
SBS was used to ridicule a tem-
ple priest, an individual. This
was so, when a court case was
in progress. People complained
including the affected priest, but
what was the action taken?
Many people have told me that
they made contacts with SBS at
various occasions to make spe-
cific complaints but SBS was
not cooperative oOr receptive.
They have also told me that of-
ten they get useless formal re-
plies. One person cited to me a
case where SBS had been used
to do a promotion of a commer-
cial nature. I can understand that
these are all headaches for them.
To be fair by them, they may be
inundated with lots of this kind
of problems and take as if
though they are in fighting and
allow the dominant to dominate
so they are safe. They deal with
various communities. However,
they have a code to follow. They
must be consistent in applying
it.

When SBS fails to act on com-
plaints of a serious nature and
then chooses to take drastic ac-
tion on by a journalist, when the
boundaries are not clear then
many people will see this as a
credibility issue... a matter of
convenience.

Q: What can you say on the
controversy of shifting SBS’s
Tamil programs to Sydney?

A: Again, the way this has been
done has not impressed me.

They may be having good rea-
sons for doing this. Then they
must come out and explain. Peo-
ple have a right to know. Mel-
bourne and Sydney are both im-
portant cities for Tamils. I fail to
see any merit in depriving one
in favour of the other. The pre-
vious arrangement seemed to be
working very well. Why
change? This is what gives rise

to speculations, whether that
was a methodology to avoid
some thing inevitable. Nithi is a
first class journalist and writer.
No one in the community will
deny his talent and integrity.
SBS has lost him by transferring
the program to Sydney. I think
SBS has a case to answer to the
Tamil community.

This is SBS style...

Mr Mavai Nithianandan
is a well-respected indi-
vidual in the Tamil com-
munity. He has made re-
markable contrihutions
to Tamil drama and lit-
erature. He has been ac-
tive as a writer, journal-
ist and play director for
over 35 years. He is also
the founder and Princi-
pal of four Tamil lan-
guage schools in Mel-
bourne. His Children’s
video series, the first of
its kind in Tamil, is a hot
favourite among children
in all parts of the world.
We asked Nithi to com-
ment on his four-year or-
deal with SBS. This is
how he started:

“Normally I would not have
chosen to comment on this sub-
ject because it is rather messy
and also painful. But in the
background of what is now hap-
pening to Nagarajah, I do not
want to be silent. The way SBS
treated me was quite insulting,
not just to me but also to my
community. This should not be
allowed to be repeated to an-
other person. My impression
about the SBS management is
that they tend to take the easiest
path not necessarily the right
path.”

Q: Tell us about how you were
recruited by the SBS.

A: In early 1998, SBS held in-
terviews to recruit a
“Broadcaster / Journalist Level
2”. The job went to a person
who was already doing Tamil
programs there. Howeyes, they
wrote to me: “We have now
completed our selection proc-
ess..... The committee have
found you suitable, however,
they were unable to recommend
you to the position as another
applicant more fully met the
criteria.”

I had no problem with this deci-
sion. Then SBS wanted to offer
me a “Tradelister” position as “I
have been found suitable”. They
asked me to go for a language
assessment conducted_ by the
University of New South Wales,
which I did. Following the ex-
amination, in August, I received
a letter from SBS saying that I
did not pass the language as-
sessment and therefore the mat-
ter was closed. This sounded
unbelievable to me and I con-
tacted the SBS recruitment offi-
cer who insisted that this was
the case. I pursued the matter
with the University of NSW and
the University indicated that I
had passed the examination. Six
days latet, I received a letter
from the SBS apologising for
the “wrong information™ and
informing that I was “now offi-
cially- on the Tradelist for the
Tamil program”.

Q: Did SBS invite you to do a
program?

A: No, that didn’t happen. I

Continued on next page)
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is SBS style...

(From page 17)

thought SBS expected journal-
ists to work as a team. In other
languages, we see a lot of team
work and hear many voices. But
in the case of Tamil, Mr Jay
Maheswaran probably wanted to
run it all alone.-The two broad-
casters played a seesaw between
Sydney and Melbourne so me-
ticulously and ensured that there
was no gap for a third person to
enter!! ;

Q: Why did they behave in this
manner?

A: Anybody’s guess. Firstly, we
are Tamils, you know! How else
would we behave? Anyway, that
behaviour was within their pa-
rameters. Or perhaps they felt
threatened. I don’t know. But I
would have contributed a lot to
raise the quality of their pro-
grams. I would have helped
them. That was my only inter-
est. I am a busy person. Still, I
wanted to do this because this
was close to my heart.

Q: SBS management doesn’t
take interest in this kind of
things?

A: They conveniently closed
their eyes. When I contacted
them, they wrote to me a formal
letter.

Q: How do you rate the SBS
Tamil programs over the past
few years?

A: Pretty ordinary. There was
no colour or variety. Particularly
the' Melbourne programs were
very monotonous and boring.
The listeners have no choice.
Having a telephone and the abil-
ity to connect to other parts of
the world is just not enough to
produce a good program. You
need imagination and creativity.

Q: What happened when the
Melbourne broadcaster re-
signed?

A: Strange things happened.
The programs started coming
only from Sydney. Afterwards
the Sydney broadcaster was also
missing. At this stage, I was the
only qualified person left in
SBS to do programs. What they
should have done is pretty obvi-
ous. But SBS chose to break all
fair and reasonable practices and
recruited an unknown hand,
without advertising, interview
process or test. Then they
started re broadcasting BBC
programs to SBS listeners using
this person.

Also they started advertising job
vacancies in Sydney. Why they
suddenly decided to wind down -
Melbourne Tamil broadcasts in
such a rush still remains a mys-
tery.

Q: Is it possible that they wiped
out the entire Tamil section
from Melbourne, because you

were sitting there as the obvious
candidate?

A: I don’t know. Only SBS will
know. But Melbourne has been
the home for Tamil broadcasts
ever since Tamil broadcasting
started in this country. Why
should they decide to move it
out all of a sudden? They went
and did that in such a hurry and
then found that they did not
have anyone in Sydney to do the
broadcasts. Then they started
hunting for people. They are yet
to give a credible explanation
for all these. Put these together,

~and make out your own infer-
ence. To me SBS is a big puz-

zle... The problem is, the or-
ganisation is not transparent.
And it refuses to talk. It should
be made accountable.

Q: Why, do you think, SBS acted
in this manner?

A: Ask them. I tried to find out.
I tried to call many responsible
people in the SBS and left mes-
sages. No one wanted to return
the call. At one stage, I acciden-
tally got on to an officer who
promised to call me back but did
not keep that promise.

I wrote to them. There was a
complete silence. I wrote to
them again and yet again. Fi-
nally a reply came many weeks
later. And when it came, it was
very bureaucratic and elusive. I
found that they are very good at
writing letters, which do not
contain much information. They
are more interested in talking
about technicalities and how
good they are. The point gets
lost. 1 sought a face-to-face
meeting, which they wouldn’t
give. [ was not just anyone
from the street. I am a person
interviewed, selected, tested,
trained and listed by them. They
wasted a lot of my time, their
time and money on these things.
Now they don’t even want to
talk to me. This was pretty in-
sulting. I wonder which culture
of the multicultures of the SBS
promotes this kind of behaviour!
I stopped writing to them any
more because I found that it was
a waste of my time. You know,
these officials are paid by the
tax payers for writing this sort
of letters whereas people like
me waste our Own precious
time! You can wake up a person
only if the person is actually
sleeping. I realised that it is me
who ultimately will become a
fool! Unless of course I go to
the politicians, courts or start

signature campaigns, email
_campaigns and demonstra-
tions.....

Q: Do you intend to do such
things?

A: Look, I wanted to do Tamil
programs for two good reasons.
Firstly, for the love of it. Sec-
ondly, I was keen to lift the
standard of the Tamil broad-
casts. It was not because I had
too much time to spare. Most
people know how much com-
munity. work I have taken up
and how much pressure I am
under, on top of my regular job
and family commitments. I am
unable to find time even to com-
plete my books. They are linger-
ing on for years... I have no
time to waste with the SBS.

Q: Are you hurt?

A: Rather than being hurt, I am
sorry to see that things of this
nature should have been allowed
to happen especially in an or-
ganisation such as the SBS
which I have always valued very
highly. I certainly regret that I
have been deprived of an oppor-
tunity to contribute to my lan-
guage and the people. It also
gives a feeling of disgust to see
a tax payer funded organisation
is able to make ad hoc decisions
with no accountability and get
away with them.

Q: Do you think SBS could have
been influenced by Tamil lobby
groups?

A: You tell me. Lobbying is a
highly skilled and specialised
area for some Tamil groups.
That much I know.

Q: Are you an anti LTTEer?

A: No, I am not an anti LTTE
person. I am not anti anything.
Those who know me closely
know this. I do not blindly fol-
low anybody either. I have my
own mind to think. However
there is a certain section in our
community, which brands eve-
ryone who does not engage in
LTTE propaganda as an anti
LTTE person. This is a pity. I
am a writer. I love my language
and I love my people. I want to
be free and think freely. I don’t
want to be a slave to any ideol-
ogy or belief. That is all what I
am. What is wrong with this?

Q: Finally, what do you think of
the treatment of Mr Nagarajah
by the SBS?

A: I am not surprised after
knowing SBS so closely. Naga-
rajah is a highly competent per-
son. I appreciate that there may
be an issue regarding editorial
comment and it should be dealt
with. In retrospect Nagarajah
may have avoided this com-
ment. At the same time, the way
SBS appears to be dealing with
Nagarajah is totally inconsistent
with how they dealt with similar
complaints against previous
Tamil broadcasters. Complaints
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were made against them, that in
their news reading, comments
and interviews, political opin-
ions were promoted and coming
from SBS" they appeared san-
guine. What is therefore the dif-
ference in this comment in a
global context? If former edito-

rial broadcastiig comments
were swept under the carpet,
this also then deserves to be in
the same basket. This confirms
our suspicion that SBS has a
tendency to bend itself in the
direction of political lobbyists.
They take the easy way. I think

From the Asian Tribune

The following are ed-
ited versions of two let-
ters which appeared in
the Asian Tribune.

I am in agreement with those
who criticise the LTTE as long
as that criticism is valid. But I
am not in agreement when the
LTTE is criticised unfairly.

As for Nagarajah he has no
business to draw a parallel be-
tween the bombing of Bali by
unknown and faceless terrorists
and the LTTE cadres who laid
their lives for a noble cause viz
freedom. In fact I heard about
the incident from my friends in
Australia, but I did not realise
the gravity of his statement till I
read it in the Asian Tribune. His
statement was very provocative
and goes beyond the limits of
fair comment. He clearly used
or misused his position as a
news analyst with SBS to air his
own petty political prejudices.

If Nagarajah wants to air his
views he should start his own
radio station and his own news-

paper. The Thamils in Australia
have every right to criticise him
and take him to task for abusing
his position with the SBS. He
should not think he can get
away lightly after making such
provocative and sensitive state-
ments about our war heroes!
What has Nagarajah to say
about the killing of innocent
Thamil civilians numbering
over 70,000 by the Sinhala
armed forces? And the Sri
Lankan government - erecting
monuments to their dead he-
roes? Of all people Nagarajah
should understand that the lib-
eration war spearheaded by the
LTTE is a defensive war to safe-
guard our territory and our peo-
ple. On the other hand the Sin-
hala army is a racist outfit used
as an instrument of terror to sub-
jugate the Thamil people.

Please note I have nothing per-
sonally against K.T.
Rajasingham or Nagarajah.
They are fellow journalists and I
respect them.

Yours sincerely
Thangavelu

Mr. Nagaraja’s response to the above letter

In reply to Thangavelu’s letter, I
have to say the following:

I have no problem with those
Australian Tamils who are writ-
ing to the SBS criticising my
comments over SBS. It is their
democratic right. I would not
have minded the concerted cam-
paign by the Tamil Coordinating
Committee and the New South
Wales Federation of Tamil As-
sociations to rally the Australian
Tamils in protest against my
comments had it remained
within the democratic confines.
However, the vilification cam-
paign exceeded its limits when
‘Imbathamil Oli” radio broad-
cast threats of physical violence
made by anonymous callers.
The present one is a continua-
tion of a campaign led by the
Tamil Coordinating Committee
from the time I started my work
as a broadcast journalist in Aus-
tralia. As claimed by them in
their E-mail campaign, they suc-
ceeded in throwing me out from
three radio stations controlled
by LTTE sympathisers in the
past four years. The simple fact
is that some Tamil stalwarts in
Australia do not like my style of
presenting the views of those
opposed to LTTE. They were
fuming when I broadcast over
SBS Tamil radio the views of

the EPDP leader Mr.Douglas
Devananda , which were very
critical of LTTE, and the views
of the spokesperson for Presi-
dent Chandrika Kumaratunga,
which again were not very sym-
pathetic towards LTTE. ...........

It appears that Thangavelu is a
journalist. Being himself a jour-
nalist is he advocating that the
Australian Tamils have the right
to come over a radio station and
openly issue threats of physical
violence?

As for true Tamil war heroes, I
respect them. Again, I will have
no problem if Tamils celebrate
true war heroes. However, it is
wrong to conduct celebrations in
honour of those who are en-
gaged in terrorist bombings like
the ones we witnessed in Bali
and Sri Lanka. These bombings .
targeted innocent civilians. In
Sri Lanka, at the Central Bank,
Pettah, Maradana and Dehiwela
bombings, innocent people died.
In the Kattankudy Mosque mas-
sacre, innocent Muslims en-
gaged in prayers were sprayed
with bullets. The bombs ex-
ploded by LTTE suicide cadres
did not differentiate between the
Sinhalese and the Tamils, on
whose behalf the LTTE was
fighting.
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The irony is that LTTE cadres
engage in terrorist activities like
suicide bombings targeted
against innocent civilians and in
face-to-face battle with the Sri
Lankan forces. Thus, an LTTE
cadre is both a hero and a terror-
ist. My wish is that LTTE cad-
res should desist from terrorist
activities. The Tamil liberation
struggle presently led by the
LTTE has been tarnished be-
cause of these mindless terrorist
activities. It is time that all Sri
Lankan Tamils, particularly
those expatriates living in West-
ern democracies, tell the LTTE
to stop all terrorist activities
once for all. This is precisely
what the governments of the
United States and Britain want
the LTTE to do. I have fear-
lessly expressed my sentiments
knowing well that my remarks
will earn the wrath of most of
the Tamils who blindly worship
the LTTE. Those who are pro-
testing my comments over SBS
are those who blindly worship
the LTTE.

I would like to tell Tangavelu
that I am not anti-LTTE or that I
have an agenda against the
LTTE. At one stage in the past,
I myself was involved with the
LTTE in some minor ways.

Vilification of a journalist

The following is a
statement released by
"Shakthi" and “People
for Human Rights &
Racial Equality”

It is with great dismay that we
note the recent vilification cam-
paign launched by sections of
the Tamil community against
Selliah Nagarajah, a Broadcaster
of the Tamil Language radio
program on SBS Radio. The
reason for this campaign seems
to be the recent comments made
by Mr. Nagaraja’s, condemning

the attitude of some Tamil peo--

ple towards acts of terrorism
perpetrated in the name of
"National Liberation". Mr. Na-
garajh is said to have questioned
the wisdom of treating perpetra-
tors of terrorist acts as heroes.
For airing this view, Mr. Naga-
rajah is now branded as a traitor
by sections of the Tamil com-
munity.

To those who know the politics
within the Tamil community
this should not come as a sur-
prise. The Tamil community in

claim that it is the "sole repre-
sentative” of the Tamil people.
While in Sri Lanka the LTTE
simply kills those who dont
agree with it, in Melbourne, its
front organisations adopt a dif-
ferent tactic - that of branding
anybody who disagrees with the
Tigers a “traitor" or even a
"non-Tamil" . In the past, this
tactic has proven very success-
ful, largely because the vast ma-
jority of Tamils were sympa-
thetic towards the Tamil strug-
gle and felt that despite all its
excesses, the LTTE was the
only group that was fighting
effectively for the cause. This
made many people reluctant to
"rock the boat" by criticising the
Tigers as it would only under-
mine the struggle. The LTTE
front organisations made full
use of this sentiment in the com-
munity to enslave the Tamils
even more through its "if you
are not with us you are with the
govefrnment” approach.
The attack on Mr. Ngarajah is
but the latest episode in the
LTTE’s campaign to stifle oppo-
sition within the Tamil commu-
nity. It is very clear that Mr. Na-
garajah’s broadcast, even though

 port for all

further the goals of the LTTE.
Tamil people in Australia have
been denied an alternative opin-
ion for too long and we believe
Mr. Nagarajah’s effort to de-
mocratise Tamil opinion will
strike a chord with many Tamils
in Australia. We offer our sup-
such efforts.

Having said that, we would also
like to caution progressive ele-
ments in the Tamil community
about the need to be circumspect
in voicing dissent. There are
many elements within the chau-
vinist camp in the Sinhala com-
munity who are waiting for an
opportunity to destabilise the
Tamil struggle by exploiting any
dissent within the community.
Interestingly, the LTTE’s activi-
ties within the Tamil community
mirrors the behavior of these
groups in the Sinhala commu-
nity who have used the same

tactic. of branding
dissenters traitors” to stifle the
freedom of expression within
the community. They reject the
notion of a Tamil homeland,
right of self-determination and
espouse a military solution to
the ethnic problem. Such groups
will be very interested in fight-

-ing for the cause of Tamil hu-

man rights if only the violators
of those human rights are
Tamils.

The way forward for Tamil peo-
ple is to join hands with pro-
gressive elements in other com-
munities and fight for Tamil
Liberation from Sinhala chau-
vinism as well as LTTE fas-
cism. By all means fight the
LTTE. But please do not escape
the Tiger’s dinner only to be the
Lion’s dessert.
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The masses of the Eastern prov-
ince have once again produced
discontent, showing the Tamils’
dislike towards security forces
and the uneasiness of the East-
ern province Muslims on the
imminent arrival of the LTTE to
the helm of power in-the North-
East. While the power elites are
busy with their ‘Norwegian Fa-
cilitator’ to retain the power
equilibrium they have created
with the ‘stake-sharing’ process
begun with the MOU signed in
February 2002, the less power-
ful ones are on the street, de-
manding security for their lives
and livelihood.

The violent incidents and the
protest activities in the North-
East are enough to understand
the ‘level of confidence build-
ing’ prevalent among the ordi-
nary masses. The government
and the LTTE have completely
ignored the enormous amount of
discretion with their ‘street
level’ personnel in implement-
ing the clauses of the MOU. If
the ordinary soldier who fought
for the state is not thoroughly
convinced by their military lead-
ers that he will be a beneficiary
and not a victim of the current
peace process, the North-East
will produce more such events.
On the other hand, if the LTTE
is seriously interested in im-
proving its newly built relation-
ship with the government of Sri
Lanka, it should discipline its
cadres to obey the guidelines set
out by the SLMM in terms of
the MOU signed in February.

The situation in the East proves
that the conflict will not end
with the talks held in Thailand.
The conflict system needs more
time to reverse the mind sets of
the people; create an environ-
ment conducive for power shar-
ing within a well-structured
framework by the belligerent.
The talks would be a new begin-
ning for the two most influential
actors in the conflict arena. Dur-
ing this time they have to con-
vince the larger society that they
would really bring peace to the
country though they are keen on
the advancement of their present
strategy of ‘stake sharing’.

However, the next stage would
be more difficult for them. They
are now dealing with the most
strenuous task in the peace proc-
ess; namely, ‘how to divide the
‘stake” among them?’ The
LTTE can now become the rul-
ers of the territory for which
they were fighting for years,
without surrendering to the cen-
tral authority and laying down
arms when the proposed em-
bryo-Interim Administration is
established. In the meantime,
the government can concentrate
on its power ‘stake’, which is
threatened by its political oppo-
nents in the south. The LTTE by
announcing that they would
keep the demand for an inde-
pendent state in abeyance has

opened up the political space
.required for the division of the
‘stake’ between the Government
& the LTTE. The stake to be
divided among them is the ca-
pacity for controlling their re-

spective societies using the
peace & normalcy situation
emanating from the Interim set-

tlement to be established by

them at the end of the talks.

What we have been witnessing
since the signing of the MOU is
the way in which Ranil Wick-
ramasinghe’s government and
the LTTE have capitalized on
the ‘time & space’ created by
the current cease-fire for ‘stake
sharing’. They have so far
shared their ‘immediate stakes
in the conflict’ very prudently.
The government’s approach to
the conflict resolution; advanc-
ing step-by-step, reaching a con-
sensus with the LTTE and other
powerful actors rather than at-
tempting to address all relevant
issues in the conflict arena, has
so far proved successful. The
reason is not just the appearance
of external and internal condi-
tions conducive for such a set-
tlement, but also the govern-
ment’s success in reaching
agreements and consensus with
all the relevant power actors
who have a ‘stake’ in the pro-
posed LTTE -led Interim Ad-
ministration in the North-East.

It seems that the government is
interested in the process-based
settlement. Accordingly the fi-
nal settlement will be evolved
through the handling of different
scenarios relating to the interim
process. Thus, no discussion on
the so called ‘substantial issues’
which the adversaries fought for
years on has taken place; no
consideration of all the issues
involved; the outcomes to be
achieved are not = pre-
determined. The idea that ‘the
world of conflict is complex,
thus cannot be guided by theo-
retically driven approaches’, has
dorinated the world of decision
makers. They are keen on envis-
aging compromises and agree-
ments with many power actors
within the conflict arena, though
the LTTE appears to be the
power actor who stands to gain
the most from any such agree-
ments.

So far the approach of the gov-
ernment is working well, though
it allows only the elites to par-
ticipate in the decision making
process. It is very clear that this
peace process has so far ex-
cluded the masses. The govern-
ment is successfully managing a
politically motivated unity
among the most important elites
whose skills are more important
for the running of the governing
system, namely, the business
elite, the media elite, the bureau-
cratic elite, the military elite and
finally the elites who have the
authority on symbols and myths

that have influenced the psyche

of the majority community. The
way, in which government is
manipulating  events, would
eventually make the peace proc-
ess seem an exercise partici-
pated in by mainly the elites and
not the masses.

However, it is not all these elites
but the most powerful ones who
will be the real beneficiaries of
the emerging situation. If we
carefully analyze the emerging
situation, we could find that it is
not the LTTE or the government
or the elites in our society but,
the global forces and the exter-
nal parties that would be gaining
from the further advancement of
the conflict resolution process.
To understand this, one should
examine the agreements and
consensuses reached by the gov-
ernment with many stakeholders
since the signing of the MOU.

The different scenarios that have
emerged in the conflict transfor-
mation process which was set in
motion by the government since
the signing of the MOU have
pointed out that moving from
the present ‘no-war’ situation to
the envisaged Interim Admini-
stration, does not depend on the
direct talks between the LTTE
and the (UNF) Government
alone. Since the signing of the
MOU, the process was full of
events that brought out, not-only
the internal actors, but also
many outside stakeholders who
sought compromises and agree-
ments for different reasons. The
Premier and his team have met
US President George W. Bush,
the British Prime Minister, the
key decision makers and the
members of the European Par-
liament, the European Commis-
sion, the major donors including
the officials of the IMF and the
World Bank and Indian Leaders
including the Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister during this period, for
different compromises.

Everyone knows that the coun-
try’s economy and the future
Interim Administration needs
foreign aid and assistance. The
donors have already promised
millions of dollars for recon-
struction and rehabilitation

(according to the BBC, the *

.World Bank and the UN have
promised $65 million for North-
East Reconstruction). The Vice
President of the World Bank has
already announced that the
peace process and economic
reforms should go together. In
return the government is busy
with. 36 legislative bills, most of
which are definitely aimed at the
fulfillment of expectations held
by the donors. An “Accelerated
Privatization” programme, of-
fering most of the important

Government Owned Enterprises

to the market has been mooted.
The government has made sev-
eral policy statements, commit-
ting itself whole-heartedly to the
neo-liberal market ideology.

~ The economy is in near bank-

Dr. AM Navaratna-Bandara

ruptcy and many of the Govern-
ment Owned Enterprises have
become burdens to the public
because of its mis-handling by
‘self-interest maximizing’ politi-
cians and their counterparts the
Trade Union Mullahs and the
bureaucrats.

On the other hand, India has
achieved strategic concessions
by signing the Trincomalee oil
deal. It accepted the Oil Storage
facility deal not to store their
petrol here but to keep the site
for strategic purposes in the fu-
ture. It would be a foothold for
them to intervene in Sri Lankan
affairs if the LTTE leadership
tries to use the Interim Admini-
stration against their interests.
Apart from that, Indian Oil has
been offered some 200 fuel sell-
ing station within the country to
compete with the state-run Pe-
troleum Corporation in the do-
mestic petroleum market.

As such it is neither the LTTE
nor the Government or any other
internal actor, which will benefit
by the outcome of the peace
process. The real victors are the
economic forces of globaliza-
tion. Now it is very clear that it
is not the technological ad-
vances or the spread of market
based systems but the internal
conflict itself that is now invit-
ing the forces of globalization
here. I do not know whether any
civil society actor has given
careful attention to the question,
how our society, that has not
worked in a free market for so
long and now at the brink of
bankruptcy because of years of
weak governance, political and
bureaucratic -corruption, and
abuse of power, could cope with
this tendency of economic glob-
alization.

Not only the weakest sections of
society (more than 50 percent of

families have received poverty
relief under the Samurdhi pro-
gramme, last year) but, aiso the
powerful sections like local pro-
ducers, and manufacturers will
be losers in this current process
of globalization. The UNF gov-
ernment, like the PA govern-
ment before it, is doing what the
global economic forces have
dictated to it. Paradoxically the
LTTE too has to surrender itself.
According to some theorists,
one of the criterions of measur-
ing the level of development,
achieved by a country, is the
amount of autonomy the politi-
cal system enjoys in selecting
from among different alterna-
tives. Neither the government
nor the LTTE enjoy such auton-
omy at the moment. As such the
decision-making at the negotiat-
ing table is structured by global
economic requirements. But the
government and the LTTE will
at least divide the ‘cake’ among
them. The clite may settle with
their share in controlling their
respective masses, be they Sin-
halese, Tamils, Muslims, Ma-
lays or Veddas. The non-elites
will continue their political cam-
paign to enter the circle of
power, using class, nation, relig-
ion and other slogans that may
be used to organize their cam-
paigns for power. The real los-
ers will be the masses, the poor
and the weak. The effects of
globalization, the fate of ordi-
nary masses and the rights of the
poor will be non-issues by then.
Thus, life will continue for the
masses without much change.
My question is “who will repre-
sent their interests?”

Dr. AM Navaratna-Bandara
is a Senior Lecturer at the
University of Peradeniya Sri
Lanka.

(Lacnet)

Opinion

Attacking school Principals

Tamils had a great tradition. That is a tradition of respecting elders.
Teachers were given a place next to God..

Thanks to the nature of our freedom fight, everything is gone. Chil-
dren started giving orders to teachers. People without any idea what

education is, instruct Principals.

When the Principal of St Johns College was shot dead, children wept‘
in silence. The society went dumb founded. That was the first time

many people drifted from LTTE.

Now it is the turn of the Principal of Hartley College. You published
the news last month. Others have put it under the carpet. The full
UTHR report in the Internet puts everything across in a very convinc-
ing way. It is an unchallengeable report. ;

Why do these people attack educationists? Why do they hate knowl-

edge and discussion?

Who is now in charge of Jaffna? Who will guarantee the safety of its
citizens? What has the government got to say? What have the Norwe-

gians got to say?
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BTESsMevensy. o miaseT hfluLd SITEUMNGSTLILILD  6THISED6T DENTAL SURGERY
TGP OID BB BID. HESET DpBLOT gpSwent_w
SoigHé @i Jeiearser oiGam, ugehed. sur Qssdeur Dr. Ravi Ravindran (B.D.S Adelaide) 2 sumo
SOusE. Dr. Chelvy Ravindran (B.D.S Adelaide) qaifd SHoa
26 GN_ITEOTSGIT
- SURGERY HOURS OCHEO
TAM IL MONDAY 5.30 P.M to 7.00 P.M
TUESDAY 5.30 P.M to 7.00 P.M
l(l N D E R WEDNESDAY 9.00 A.M to 12.00 Noon
THURSDAY 2.00 PM to7.00 PM
FRIDAY 5.30 P.M to 7.00 P.M
SATURDAY 9.00 AM to 3.00 P.M
Yaun child’s gateway to a PLEASE RING FOR AN APPOINTMENT ON
We 0{ Famil 9793 4763 (B.H) 98866450 (A.H) 041300 1709 ( Mobile ) Burwood
Children joining Bharathi academy do not k Sampooma Vegetari an

Surprise
73 Station Street, Burwood
Ph / Fax: (03) 9888 9010

drop out half way. They keep learning and
also enjoy it! They are proud to see their own
progress. We have 8 years of success behind
us to prove this.
Tamil Kinder is full of fun and excitement. It

UTHAYAM ADVERTISING INFORMATION

also includes an optional component in Hin-
duism & Human Values.
Starting age — 4 years.

1 Unit (10cm Wx 4.5cm H - pre paid)
2 Units (10cm Wx 9 cm H - pre paid)

3 Units (10cm W x 13.5cm H - pre paid)

4 Units (10cm W x 18cm H - pre paid)

Join at one of the following locations: Quarter Page
Lalor, Dandenong, Clayton, Glen ;‘alllfll:age
ull Page
Waverley. Last Page - full
Last Page - half

For more information, please call (03)
95512903.

BHARATHI ACADEMY

where children’s time is valued Classificd Ady

Center fold - full

Center fold - half

Front Page - Top Shoulder

Bottom Strip 4cm x 26 cm (2 colours)

- per line (pre paid)

$25.00 We can provide 2 colours on the last
$40.00 page or center fold at an extra cost of
$60.00 $50.00 per advertisement

$75.00
UTHAYAM

$100.00
$ 160.00
$250.00 P.O. Box, 3170, Wheelers Hill, Vic 3150

-$400.00 Phone/ Fax: (03) 9561 0242 or contact

$250.00
$27500 Sydney  Ketha 0409 450 902
$185.00 Melbourne Noel 0411 606 767
$ 75.00 Mrs Bala  (03)97953568
$200.00 Perth Ramkumar (08) 9332 3978
$ 1.50 GST extra

UTHAYAM COMMUNITY

(1ASHEIRARS

: TO PLACE AN ADVERTISEMENT
ON THIS BUSINESS GUIDE PHONE UTHAYAM CONTACTS ON PAGE 2
- RATE: $10 PER ISSUE OR $100 PER YEAR

BERNARD ELECTRICS

i

MELBOURNE MELBOURNE

LION OF INDIA
Tandoori Mughlai North Indian

REC. 11743

Commercial - Domestic - Industrial

9367 9308 & 0404 098 136

Bookings: 9379 2161
Dinner 7 nights
349 Keilor Road, North Essendon

Cuisine - Take-aways 20% discount

87 Beaty Street,

Ivanhoe, Vic 3079

Ph. 9614 3588 (BH)
9497 3738 (AH)

MELBOURNE

RAVI JAMES ASSOCIATES

MELBOURNE

RANJANA FASHION
46 Jenola Parade,
Wantirna South, Vic 3152
Ph: (03) 9887 2343

Mob: 0403 114 783

" Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Clayton

KNT Restaurant

164 Clayton Road, Clayton
Bookings:

Ph / Fax: (03) 9544 2170

Vermont South

RICH MAHA

Shop 3, 499 Burwood Hwy.
Bookings:

Ph / Fax: (03) 9887 7663

Syndal

The Palms

Food Court & Restaurant
213 - 215 Blackbum, Road
Syndal, 3149

Ph: (03) 9803 9668

Springvale

Rajus Indian Restaurant
890-892 Princes Highway,
Springvale

Ph: (03) 9574 2693

T



F1 Mortgage brokers
& Financial Services

FREE SERVICE

YOUR CONSULTANT

ALEX GANGAA

Mobile:0403 20 22
" AH: (03) 9842 3843

Email: aganga@fihomeloans.com.au

HOME LOANS, INVESTMENT PROPERTY LOANS
OR REFINANCE YOUR PROPERTY WITH
LOW INTEREST RATE OF 4.47%

I will arrange a suitable Bank for your needs

100 % Offset A/C, Redraw Facility,
Line of Credit, Credit Card, Chequebook

Special deal for Professionals & self-employers

Fast efficient, Professional service,
Additional assistance and
Home loan comparison
with Banks

1= AMIG Home Loan & Fi

We specialise in finding the BEST interest rate for your needs.
Don't waste time by searching for the best deal from these lenders.

Adelaide Bank Colonial Bank Macquarie Bank
AMP GE Home Loan Rams

ANZ Bank Heritage St. George Bank
Bank West Homeside lending Suncorp Metway
BMC HSBC Bank The Rock
Citibank IMB Westpac Bank
Commonwealth Bank ING Bank

e oundl eraiml endfl 1D Fo Mikser

HOME LOANS

6 Months Rate..................... From 4.09%pa

1 Year Introductory rate....... 5.29%pa.
Standard Variable Rate.......... (upto 0.7 Discount) ... 5.87%pa.
1'Neat Fixed Rate.. . .5 5.39%pa.
ZYearFixeg Rate: ... . ol 6.19%pa.
COMMERCIAL LOANS........... Hasb From 6.69%pa

CAR & EQUIPMENT LOANS: (leasing)
EQUIPMENT LOANS.........ooene. From 7.50%

At the time of settlement the rate is fixed for periods usually from 3 to 5 years.
Preferred Application Size From $20.000

We are able to find loans for:
Those who does not have any documentations for their salary and saving
Had a default record.
Most other circumstances.

R

2 _msel Comeud® Qem_my Osraichmsedr §

Call Jimmy Huo
On (02) 9799 8660 or 0425 236318
Fax : (02) 9799 3883, Email : apifinance@yahoo.com
Address:7/236 Liverpool Rd, Ashfield NSW 2131.

SATURDAY 30™ anp THE DESA DUO BAND
NOVEMBER 2002. (with ESAN and others)
'EAST MEETS WEST
A\}-EGN?JOg M There will be
MONASH SECONDARY E';l‘ﬁlb:ﬁ_H’
COLLEGE,
DUERDIN STREET, AND HINDI SONGS,
NOTTINGHILL DANCING

(Mel Red: 70 J10)

Cost $18 per person.
Children under 5 free.
Dinner sold by popular
city Restaurant at cheap rates.

Contact : Mrs. Pilai
0422 783 724
0419 328 715

95115 398

LIMITED TICKETS! HURRY!!!

WITH DEVAVANS

("Melbourne Thullal Isai Kuil")

SPONSORED BY: JAY AND CO BARRISTERS
AND SOLICITORS
AND
THE WEALTH SOURCE GROUP PTYLTD

Part Proceeds to go towards Orphanage.

AND LOTS OF FUN.

New singers and dancers
will be introduced with
popular singers like
Vishvanath too.

There's more: Jay V Pilai,
Ram, Judy, Dinesh,
Mohan, Sheena and

others.
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