Dr. Jabeen Syeda MBBS
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Family Medical
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o  coincide

with Human

Rights Day,
the Organization of Par-
ents and Family Mem-
bers of the Disappeared
(OPFMD) in Sri Lanka,
held a commemoration
for nearly 52,000 missing
people, demanding pun-
ishment of the guilty and
compensation for their
families.

The memorial service was held

from the Sri Lankan capital of
* Colombo. The figure of 52,800
comprises 44,000 Sinhalese
who disappeared during the
second youth uprising between
1987 and 1992 and some 8,500

people, mostly Tamils, who .

went missing in the North and
East provinces since 1995.
"There are no proper records
of the disappearances that took
place before 1987 in the South
or the disappearances in the
North and the East before
1995," says OPFMD general
secretary Shantha Pathirana.

This is unfortunate given the
fact that thousands in the
South went missing both dur-
ing the first youth uprising in
1971 and the 18-year war in
the Northern and Eastern prov-
inces, which continued till De-
cember 2001. The list also ex-
cludes thousands of abductions
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made by the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in the
North and East, due to the dif-
ficulty in collecting informa-
tion here.

Despite the disappearance of
such large numbers of people,
the government is yet to im-
plement most of the recom-
mendations made by the UN
Working Groups on Enforce-
ment Involuntary Disappear-
ances (UNWGEID) that vis-
ited Sri Lanka several times
and also by the Presidential
Commission on Involuntary

Disappearances (PCID).
The petition is to be handed

over to President Chandrika
Kumaratunga, who is aiso the
leader of the main opposition
party, the People’s Alliance.

Another issue of concern for
the OPFMD is the fact that
many of those responsible for
the involuntary disappearances
are still walking free. "Nearly
3,000 perpetrators - mainly
military personnel - have gone
without any punishment or
cases against them," says the
head of the OPFMD’ northern
branch, Sittamparam Mohan.

Meanwhile, the Mothers Front
of the OPFMD’ northern
branch held a protest in front
of the Human Rights Commis-
sion office in Jaffna, protesting
against the human rights au-
thorities’ inaction in probing

their children’s disappearances.
"Unlike the family members of
those killed in war or insur-
gency, the families of those
missing were in a state of
shock when they came before
the commission, years after the
disappearances of their loved
ones", says PCID chairperson
Manouri Muttettuwegama.

While some PICD recommen-
dations regarding the issuing
of death certificates and com-
pensation have been imple-

mented to a fair extent, a lot
still remains. "The culprits
have to be booked and there
should be a special program
for the families of the disap-
peared to look into their needs,
especially financial ones,"
stresses Muttettuwegama.

According to her, almost 90
per cent of missing persons
hail from the lowest income
group, and the PICD has rec-
ommended that a special tax
be levied on the public to help
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the disappeared. "There are
genuine grievances of the fam-
ily members, which have been
neglected for long. While it is
imperative to include the right
to live as a clause in the Con-
stitution even at this late stage,
justice should be meted out to
the disappeared by carrying
out independent and prompt
inquiries," emphasizes Raja-
pakse.

[Champika Liyanaarachchi
(OneWorld.net) Edited from
Hindustan Times]
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qualified Tamil boy of 37 to 38
years. in Australia, for their
daughter (never married), a doc-
tor, with specialist qualifications
from Australia. Height 5 feet 6
inches. 33 years old.

Pretty, and kind

responsible,

hearted. At present working as a ,

specialist in one of the leading
teaching hospitals in Australia.

If interested, please forward de-
tails, including horoscope.
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PO Box 3170,
Wheelers Hill, Vic 3150.
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No Confidence Motion

Anandasangaree’s ruling final and conclusive in law

Meeting adjourned without any decision

Confusion reigned , as claims and counter
claims to oust V. Anandasangree from the
leadership of the Tamil United Liberation
Front (TULF) by the so-called pro-Tiger
elements in the party, who openly identi-
fied themselves with Liberation, Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE).

V. Anandasangree 70, the lawyer turned
politician, who started his political career
in 1960s, presided over the meeting that
is said to have debated the no confidence
motion against him. He later declared that
the no confidence motion was not passed.
"It was not even presented." He further
admonished, “The so called voting claim
is illegal”

"When I was conducting the meeting,
some of my political enemies created a
commotion. I adjourned the meeting in-
definitely. Later one MP - Joseph Para-
raasingham was seen collecting signa-
tures by force," he said.

A president’s ruling in a meeting is final
and conclusive in the law and claims by
the opposition elements that they had
“dethroned” Anandasangaree will not
hold” said a senior lawyer to “Asian Trib-

2

une.

“It is unfortunate that a section of the
members wanted to bring the Tamil
United Liberation Front under the jack-
boots of Tiger rebel outfit, which killed
my husband who was one of the founders
of the independent and moderate Tamil
party, which represents the aspirations of
the Tamils in Sri Lanka and all over the
world.”

Mangayarkarasi Amirthalingam, the
widow of the slain leader A. Amirthaling-
ham told “Asian Tribune” when contacted
at her residence located in the outer Lon-
don.

Mangayarkarasi Amirthalingham  who
leads a low profile life after the assassina-
tion of her husband, was in Sri Lanka last
August, when Anandasangari celebrated
Amirthalingham’s 76th Birthday at Saras-
wathy Hall, Colombo.

At that meeting she publicly accused Ti-
ger leader Prapbakaran for murdering her
husband Amirthalingham

Amirthalingham and alleged Mavai
Senathirajah, who succeeded as Member
of Parliament, after the demise of
Amirthalingham, as trying to destroy the
Tamil Arasu Kadchchi (Federal Party)
and being treacherous to Amirthalingham
the very person who nursed him in poli-
tics.

It was learnt that Anandasangaree cele-
brated publicly Amirthalingham’s Re-
membrance Day against the orders and
threats of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam. Anandasangree, a Jaffna district
member of Parliament and in 2002 June
succeeded after the demise of M.
Sivasithamparam, who earlier narrowly
managed to survive after being shot and
critically injured by the LTTE gunmen,
on 13 July 1989, at the Colombo Baud-
haloka Mawatha residence of Amirthal-
ingham whilst Amirthalingam and V. Yo-
geswaran were instantaneously killed.

Anandasangaree defied relentlessly the
pressure put forward by the rebel outfit to
surrender the independence of the party
with the view to justify its claim interna-
tionally that LTTE represents the Tamils
of Sri Lanka.

LTTE, which was alleged to be responsi-
ble also for the killing of TULF other
leaders -Neelan Tiruchelvam and A Than-
gathurai both Members of Parliament,
never tested its popularity in any elections
either in the Parliamentary general elec-
tions ‘or in the Provincial Council elec-
tions held for the Northeast Council in
1988, but was compelled to maintain a
pretext that they alone and solely repre-
sent the Tamils of Sri Lanka.

But Anandasangree’s defiant independent
position dampened their claims and so
they arranged through their supporters in
the TULF to oust Anandasangaree from
the Presidency of the party, who continu-
ously remained as an irritant.

Earlier, two of such attempts were foiled
and the Sunday’s meeting was called to
present a no-confidence motion against
Anandasangaree, it was reported.

Vice President Joseph Pararajasingham,
MPs R. Sambandan, and N. Raviraj cam-
paigned for the removal of Anandasanga-
ree on the ground that he is not fit to be
the party's leader, as he does not toe the
general Tamil political line ordered by
their masters - Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam.

R.Sambandan from Trincomalee was in-
troduced to politics by no less a person
than Amirthalingham in the 1977 parlia-
mentary general elections. Joseph Parara-
jasingham while working as a govern-
ment surveyor in Batticaloa also worked
as the Batticaloa correspondent of
“Dinapathy,” a now defunct Tamil daily,
in his wife’s name “Suguna Pararajas-
ingham”. This amounted to perpetuation
of illegality according to terms and condi-
tions of the Government Service. He too
was introduced to politics by Amirthal-
ingham.

Anandasangaree introduced Raviraj to
politics. Earlier, when Raviraj succeeded
as the Mayor of Jaffna after the assassina-
tion of the Mayor Mrs. Yogeswaran by
the LTTE, he shuddered to go to Jaffna to
participate in the Municipal Council
meetings, as the Tigers threatened him.

The irony as far as Raviraj was concern;
his father Nadarajah was the teacher
(Master), at Madduvil, Chavakachcheri.
Suppiah Paramu Thamilchelvan was one
of the student who studied under Nadara-
jah Master and it was told that, he was not
so bright in the class, and one day Nada-
rajah Master who got furious over the
dumbness of the young Tamilchelvan, it
seems he had told him, "unakku padippu
oodathu nee poei ...... ” (literal transla-
tion - You will not study, you go and .... )
A source from America wrote about this
and lamented that today Raviraj is being
remote controlled by the very Tamilchel-
van, who was described by his father to
leave the studies and go back fo work.

Meanwhile, TULF General Secretary R.
Sambanthan told the press "The TULF
Central Committee passed a resolution
stating that it had no confidence in Anan-
dasangaree as the President."

He added that out of 37 members who
were present, 25 voted against Anan-
dasangaree, while the rest voted for him
or abstained from voting.

Several lawyers when contacted by
“Asian Tribune” said that in any meeting
the President’s ruling is final and conclu-
sive in the law and the aggrieved party
led by Sampanthan has only one option,
that is to seek the Supreme Court’s inter-
pretation, if he wants to challenge the rul-
ing of the President.

Expatriate living outside Sri Lanka told
“Asian Tribune” that evil forces will be
defeated and Dharma - righteousness pre-
vail as long as Anandasangaree remains
defiant to the threat and intimidation of
Thamilchelvan and the LTTE. (Asian
Tribune)
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Involve Muslim
community in
Lankan peace

talks: Patten

European Union Commissioner for Exter-
nal Affairs Chris Patten called for involv-
ing the Muslim community in the Sri
Lankan peace talks to resolve the ethnic
conflict in the country.

"This is essential for the future of Sri
Lanka," he said while delivering a lecture
on 'Conflict management and peace
building' organised by the University of
Madras in Chennai.

Brushing aside suggestions from the audi-
ence that involving the Muslim commu-
nity in the peace talks would only delay
the process, Patten - who had talks with
LTTE leaders on Wednesday - said
"Muslim community has every right to be
involved in the peace talks in the island
nation”.

He said during his talks with the LTTE
leadership, he conveyed to them that the
international community would have
"nothing but hostility and contempt” for
them if they resorted to terrorism as a
"political tool".

Patten said during his talks with the
LTTE leadership, he insisted that they do
not go back on their commitment to the
territorial integrity of the island nation
and non-recruitment of child soldiers.
(Hindustan Times).
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Balasingham: LTTE seeks ‘new,
creative’ relationship with India

Asserting the importance of the role of
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) in bringing about peace and sta-
bility to Sri Lanka, the movement’s theo-
retician, Mr Anton Balasingham, urged
the Indian government to rethink and re-
orientate its approach towards the organi-
sation. Speaking at the Remembrance
Day event in London, Mr Balasingham
said the LTTE welcomed the international
community’s efforts towards promoting
peace in Sri Lanka, but would not accept
the terms of a political solution being dic-
tated to the Tamil people.

"We want a healthy relationship with In-
dia," Mr Balasingham, speaking in his
first public address since taking an ex-
tended period of rest due to health rea-
sons.

"We will not act in anyway prejudicial to
India’s geo-political, strategic and eco-
nomic interests. We want to establish
friendly relations with the Government of
India. As such we are seeking a radical
change in India’s attitude," the LTTE’s
political advisor told an audience of
twelve thousand Tamil expatriates.

"There cannot be a lasting solution to the
ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka without the
involvement of the LTTE as we are the
authentic representatives of the Tamil
people," he said.

"If India wishes to play a significant role
in the current peace process then she
should not treat the LTTE as a hostile
force. Both sides have made mistakes in
the past. Let us put the past behind us and
look forward. We urge India to adopt a
new, creative approach and initiate
friendly relations with our organisation,"
Mr Balasingham said.

Mr Balasingham condemned calls by Sin-
hala chauvinistic political parties, particu-

larly the Marxist Janatha Vimukthi Peru-
mana (JVP), for Indian military interven-
tion in the island’s ethnic conflict, saying
these organisations merely wanted to pro-
voke a new conflict between the LTTE and
India to the detriment of both.

"The same parties that have been vehe-
mently hostile to India in the past are now
calling for (Delhi’s) military intervention in
the ethnic conflict. They want to create a
conflict between the LTTE and India and
co-opt India into persecuting the Tamils,"
he said.

Explicating comments by the LTTE leader,
Mr Vellupillai Pirapharan, in his Heroes’
Day address on November 27 Mr Bal-
asingham criticised Sri Lankan Premier
Ranil Wickremesinghe for creating space
for excessive international intervention in
the Tamil conflict. Characterising Mr
Wickremesinghe’s political programme of
creating an’ international safety net’ as a
grand containment strategy, Mr Bal-
asingham said that it was a calculated effort
to bring undue international pressure to im-
pose a solution on the Tamils.

"We welcome the support of the interna-
tional community in promoting a negotiated
political settlement and in alleviating the
suffering of our people, but we cannot ac-
cept the imposition of limits on the Tamil
people’s political aspirations by them," he
said.

Mr Balasingham regretted that donor coun-
tries that had promised rehabilitation aid for
the war-devastated northeast, had also in-
sisted on defining the parameters of a po-
litical solution the Tamil people should ac-
cept in exchange. "Our people alone must
decide on their political status and destiny,
not international actors," Mr Balasingham
said. (Tamil net.)

"Avoid Provocation"

Indian Warning To
LTTE

Former Indian Foreign Secretary M.K
Rasgotra issued a warning to the LTTE
and its leader Velupillai Prabhakran to
avoid provocation and to stop capturing
Indian Fishermen in Sri Lankan waters.
Rasagotra said " Emergence of a third
Navy, Sea Tigers will not be accepted by
India. There are only two Navies, Sri
Lankan and Indian. Sri Lankan govern-
ment should do joint naval exercises with
the Indian navy and eliminate unauthor-
ized naval operations. India is concerned
of Prabhakaran capturing Indian seamen.
We ask them to avoid provocation of this
kind" The former Foreign Secretary said
this in the presence of the Indian High
Commissioner to Colombo, Nirupam Sen
and the Chairman of the BCIS, former
foreign minister and MP, Lakshman
Kadiragamar.

Delivering the keynote address at the in-
auguration of the first Sri Lanka- India
Strategic Dialogue, organized by the Ban-
daraniake Center for International Stud-
ies, in Colombo, , Rasgotra said that the
governments of Sri Lanka and India
should develop the Trincomalle port to-
gether. The former Indian foreign Secre-
tary also said " We have made blunders,
but, Sri Lanka has forgiven us. Today
both Sri Lanka and India have become
victims of terrorism. We hope the Sri
Lankan peace process would succeed, the
result be positive but, will not take too
long. India has reiterated its firm commit-
ment to the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of Sri Lanka." He added, " We
are watching the situation, LTTE’ re-
sponse to the governments proposal. But,
LTTE’s response is not reasonable.” Ras-
gotra also said India is not indifferent,
but, watchful. It all depends on what the
people of Sri Lanka want from In-
dia." (Lanka Academic)

EPDP wants justice for Tamils

The EPDP requested the two main political parties to unite and formulate proposals acceptable to the Tamil community and not ones
acceptable to the LTTE. Joining the committee stage Budget debate in Parliament on the votes of the Ministry of Buddhasasana, Justice
and National Integration, EPDP Parliamentarian Nadarajah Madanaraj endorsed the plan to form a national consensus on the main is-
sues confronting the country and said the EPDP supports it.

He said that the Tamil community and the LTTE are two different groups and added that the Tamil community only wanted justice.

" You must compensate victims of LTTE atrocities" he said. The member also ridiculed the internal power struggle of the TULF, and
said it was a blow to democracy itself, as a democratically elected party leader was to be removed by backboneless’ party members. 41 ¥

is a laughable matter," he said. (Daily Mirror)

SATURDAY -

Joint patrolling feasible:
Sri Lanka Army Chief

"Joint patrolling by the Indian and Sri
Lankan Navies to prevent Indian fisher-
men from crossing the International Mari-
time Boundary Line and poaching in Sri
Lankan waters is very much feasible. We
have done it before and we are discussing
it now. There can be no problem in imple-
menting such a proposal”, the Chief of the
Sri Lankan Defence Staff and Army
Commander, Lionel Piyananda Balagalle,
said .

The island’s armed forces were
doing their best to be "helpful”. The prob-
lem got compounded in the past two years
as fishermen in the northeastern region
were also putting out to sea and did not
entertain poaching by their Indian coun-
terparts. "We know that the maritime line
is not visible. Wherever possible, we try
to push them back. But when they are
deep into Sri Lankan waters, there is no
option except detaining them. We release
the fishermen immediately, seize the ves-
sel and arrest the leader or owner/driver,
who is produced before court. Then it is
the process of law", Lt. Gen. Balagalle

. explained in an interview.

The "warmth and cooperation”
between the armed forces of the two
countries was "excellent". He had useful
meetings in New Delhi with the three ser-
vices chiefs and also called on the De-
fence Minister, George Fernandes. "We
have made certain proposals, sought some
help in the form of training and supply of
ammunition and suggested increased co-
operation between the two Air Forces and
Navies."

The Army chief said he pro-
posed to the Sri Lankan Government that
a war memorial be constructed in Co-
lombo to honour the 1,155 Indian sol-
diers, who laid down their lives when the
Indian-Peace Keeping Force assisted the
island’s forces in the post Indo-Sri Lanka
agreement phase.

About 1,200 Sri Lankan soldiers
would undergo training with Indian de-
fence institutions this year. They ranged
from "other recruits" to senior officers up
to the level of Major General. This was
proving very useful.

On the military situation on the
island, the Army chief said, "The cease-
fire has been observed, by and large.
There have been a number of violations,
mainly by the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) and a few on our side. We
have fully complied with the determina-
tions of the monitoring mission. We have
been able to maintain a dialogue with the
LTTE at the field level and this has
helped to avert any major confrontation”.
( The Hindu)
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India’s elections - who will
learn the lessons?

When Uma Bharati was chosen
as the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) candidate to be the chief
minister of the state of Madhya
Pradesh, I thought the party had
decided to make its controver-
sial demand to promote a Hindu
nationalist agenda (or Hindutva)
as the main plank of its electoral
campaign. ‘

The celibate, saffron-clad Hindu
holy woman had been one of the
most vociferous and vigorous
advocates of Hindutva, or
"Hindu-ness". She has been at
the centre of controversy over
the 1992 destruction of a
mosque at Ayodhya that trig-
gered nationwide religious riot-
ing. But at the start of her cam-
paign she told me Hindutva was
a matter of her personal faith.
She promised a campaign based
on development - criticising the
Congress record after 10 years
in power in the state. In particu-
lar, she criticised the state of
roads in Madhya Pradesh and
the lack of electricity. Develop-
ment was also the major issue
raised by the BJP in the other
three states that have voted.

The results show its importance.
The Congress had ruled all four
states that voted. The only one
they have managed to save is
Delhi where the chief minister
had established a reputation for
good governance, with improve-
ments to the roads, fewer elec-
tricity cuts, cleaner air and bet-
ter schools. In the other three
states the BJP convinced the
electorate that Congress and de-
velopment don't go together.

A BJP spokesman has already
said that good governance is the
lesson of this election - but that
requires major reforms in India’s
decrepit administrative system
bequeathed by the British. So
far no prime minister, including
Mr Vajpayee, has had the cour-
age to tackle the politicians’ and
bureaucrats’ opposition to re-
form.

Stuck in a time warp
The lessons are starker for Con-
gress, the party that dominated
post-independence politics  in
India under the dynasty of the
Nehru-Gandhi family.

Congress is clearly still stuck
in a time warp.

It’s not just that Indians are no
longer prepared to vote blindly
for the current representative of
the Nehru-Gandhi family, Sonia
Gandhi. Congress’s lacklustre
campaign, which compared so

Ak S A T
unfavourably with the BJP’ ef-
ficient and effective canvassing,
showed that the autocratic style
of the Nehru Gandhi family still
prevents local politicians giving
effective leadership.

They still have to refer far too
many decisions to party head-
quarters. During campaigning in
Rajasthan I was told by a dis-
gruntled local Congress man

‘that most of the candidates in

his district had been selected to

suit the convenience of the son .

of one of the elderly advisers
surrounding Sonia.

But the Congress party is only
happy when it is under the abso-
lute rule of a member of the
Gandhi-Nehru family. It seems
incapable of understanding that
a party, as well as a nation,
needs to be democratic. That
means that this dismal perform-
ance of Congress is no threat to
Sonia. If she goes, it will be at a
time of her choosing.

Early general election?

So will Prime Minister Va-
jpayee conclude from the BJP’s
success that the wind is in his
favour and he should go for the
big one and call an early general
election? He seems in two
minds. The day before the
count he told his MPs to prepare
for the polls. Now he says that
"Still one year is left" of his
term in office. Mr Vajpayee
knows only too well that state
elections are not necessarily ac-
curate indicators of the way In-
dia will vote in a general elec-
tion.

The BJP were humiliated in the
last assembly elections in Ra-
jasthan, but only a year later
outdid the Congress in the gen-
eral election. What’s more, the
BIJP still needs to find new allies
in Uttar Pradesh, India’s most
populous and politically impor-
tant state, and in Bihar. So
these elections dont guarantee
the BJP and its allies will return
to power at the national level.
But they should guarantee that
all parties acknowledge the les-
son the electorate has taught
them - that voters will not re-
spond to appeals the politicians
use to divert attention from their
failure to govern well. Appeals
to religion, ideology or dynasty
will not work. Indians want
good governance and the devel-
opment that comes with it.

By Mark Tully (Edited for spcace
from BBC)
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t is still unclear how
the constitutional
deadlock between

President Kumaratunga and
Prime Minister Wickremasinghe
will resolve it self. There is
speculation that an early elec-
tion may be attempted. The fate
of the Sri Lanka Government-
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee-
lam talks is also unclear. Ru-
mours that they may resume in
January 2004 are yet to be con-
firmed. Most important, people
both in Sri Lanka and around
the world remain apprehensive
about the ceasefire. Those who
yearn for peace hope it will
weather the current political im-
passe in Colombo. Others are
beating the war drum.

What the current political crisis
that began with Kumaratunga
wresting three portfolios from
the United National Party has
established is, an end to the gi-
gantic charade that has pervaded
the national conflict in Sri
Lanka. Not all, but most observ-
ers have finally concluded, that
the biggest obstacle to peace in
Sri Lanka is its President, Chan-
drika Kumaratunga.

Kumaratunga was fortunate. She
assumed office at the end of a
disastrous period in Sri Lanka’s
history. The country, its society
and its institutions had been torn
apart during seventeen years of
state terror by three UNP ad-
ministrations. Therefore the

- world at large, both the Tamils

and the Sinhalese, welcomed the
breath of fresh air that wafted in
with Kumaratunga’s rise to of-
fice a decade ago. There were
high expectations that she would
roll back the climate of hate,
terror and violence that Sri
Lanka had sunk into. And ini-

tially, with a fund of goodwill
from the international commu-
nity, the Tamil people and Sin-
hala liberals, she did achieve
much.

There was a durable ceasefire,
bilateral talks with the LTTE
and the emergence after 17
years of suppression and intimi-
dation, of a lobby of Sinhala
liberal intellectuals who were
willing to discuss the issues
surrounding the national ques-
tion. Unfortunately, this was a
only a brief respite. The war
resumed in the north and the
liberals were shouted down. In-
stead it was Sinhala nationalists
who would now have the ear of
the President; first in the mili-
tary, then in the Peoples’ Alli-
ance. This drift to the right was
consolidated after her brother
Anura Bandaranaike began forg-

Jayantha

ing a new alliance between the
Sri Lanka Freedom Party and
the Sinhala radical nationalists
of the Janatha Vimukthi Pera-
muna.

Throughout this period, there
was escapism on a massive
scale. Sri Lanka and the world
entered a long period of political
denial. There was a refusal to
acknowledge President Ku-
maratunga’s political eclecti-
cism. So we were left
with this comic situation that
while Kumaratunga and her ma-
jor domo Kadirgamar were do-
ing everything in their power to
obstruct, discredit and scuttle
the peace process that the Nor-
wegians were facilitating, their
anti-peace role was glossed
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over. Instead there was this cha-
rade that she would implement a
constitutional solution to end the
civil war in Sri Lanka and solve
the national question.

So she was able to ask for the
removal of the Norwegian fa-
cilitator, and the Scandinavian
peace monitor, and get away
with it. Previously she had
prosecuted a brutal military of-
fensive in the north, cynically
called a war for peace, and her
apologists around the world as-
serted that the moment the cam-
paign had ended and the LTTE
militarily cowed she would un-
veil this wonderful political so-
lution.

The war ended, not with the
LTTE cowed but with the Sri
Lanka military pleading with
India to evacuate its beleaguered
troops from Jaffna. But no po-
litical solution has been imple-
mented. And today no one even
pretends that Kumaratunga is
advocating nor seeking to im-
plement a constitutional solution
in any shape or form.

However it is only when she
came out openly last month
against the negotiation process
in the wake of the LTTE’s pro-
posal that it is finally being ac-
knowledged that she is a threat
to peace. India, the US and Aus-
tralia alone amongst the civi-
lised world still refuse to ac-
knowledge this, but Japan and
the European Community are
now operating in the real world.
For them the charade has ended.
But it was a twilight world that
denied peace to the-people of Sri
Lanka for almost a decade, and
condemned the people of the
north to a relentless war. *
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This is the concept we offer for children in

Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

“Practice makes it Perfect”

“Working a little bit every day is far better than stressing out during exam times”

-

WE HAVE AN INTERNET BASED SOLUTION TO TRAIN YOUR CHILD IN A
SYSTEMATIC WAY AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

To find out how it works click FREE TRIALS at

T www.abccollege.com.au

6 question papers for English, General Ability and
Maths (120 questions) are given free of charge in
the FREE TRIALS.

Full year course is AUS$165.
Each course contains more than 2500
multiple-choice questions

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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(GA) if necessary. _‘

1f you have a problern in your mouth - we have a solution for it.

get the best advise or a second opinion?

To have a per{ect smile with proper function, you should first know the
status of your mouth and ;teeth, for a reasonable cost.

We provi&e exceuen_t care ’cci childzfen and those who are nervous about
dental treatment. Our facilitiés allow us to organise a general'anaesthesia

When you have caring tlentistvwhy not call for an appointment today to

‘treatment and much more..

We do root canal treatment, bleaching, non-vital & vital teeth, fenc-
~ers, crowns, }Jric{ges, dentures, mouth guarcls, comprehensive gum

A timely treatment with an affordable expense will prevent a costly

dental loss. Dentists with more than 20 years experience would of-
fer you the best advice & treatment.

1f you have MBF dental cover you pay nothing for check up, scaling

or X-rays. If you have veteran gold card you pay nothing for any

treatment. Others with Dental Insurance will pay a modest gap af-

ter instant claims.

Pensioners get a discount on all services. Once you visit us you'll

know the value of Dental Service.

94934404

Most of the dental diseases are preventaue. A timely treatment will
prevent a costly dental loss, so call for an appointment on (03)

D KIS DIHIISHBHIL LIV HUBHM 6356960 I6THH BHID
L 91m5 3 Couswinemn Ssvsmio : (03) 9793 4424.
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Every purchase over $50
made up to 31-Jan 04,
will qualify for a special
draw.

r 1st Prize: Return air
ticket to New Zealand
(Melbourne to Auck-
land).

For other prizes, visit our
showroom.

Grand fashion
will include bridal wear, jewellery,

& . .

Stockists of lat_ést fashion sarees, salwar kameez, pants suit, ghaghra
holis, girls suits and Bridal ou

i« .. Event of

st

tfits. Huge range of jewelleries, handbags
and shoes

parade, auction, dinner and dance night. Items for auction

; pants suit and ghagra cholis. Raffle
drawn on the night. 10 course dinner including soft drink and
. Date 14th February 2004.

. Céleﬁféte Valentines Day with Saree Sansaar | ,
For enquires contact Sudesh Singh on (03) 9793 1198 or 0414 037 819

the year

Full time tailor
required with an
aptitude to sales

Digitized by Noolaha

e

m Foundation.

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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Your feature titled ‘Media Freedom Still a
Distant Dream in Sri Lanka’s North and
East’ in the October issue of Uthayam
.contends that press freedom in the LTTE
ruled North and East still remains a mi-
rage. This contention is contrary to the
truth as press freedom in Army - con-
trolled North-East as well as other areas
of Sri Lanka is and has been under threat
from many quarters and remains as elu-
sive as ever. :

It is possible to quote innumerable in-
stances where journalists were detained
and interrogated by police, harassed by
fellow media personnel through calcu-
lated propaganda there by endangering
their lives and killed by faceless killer
squads. Given below are a few examples,
where the LTTE did not have a hand in
the high-handed incidents that made press
freedom a myth and mirage.

In October 2000, M. Nimalarajan, Jaffna
correspondent for BBC’s Sinhala and
Tamil services, and reporter for a few Co-
lombo - based Tamil newspapers was
shot dead in Jaffna. Although the killing
took place in a high-security zone, no one
was apprehended for a long time. Investi-
gations have been tardy and the due legal
process is moving at snail’s pace.

It was rumoured at that timie that the
LTTE killed him, because the security
forces were toying with the idea of arrest-
ing him and he would spill the beans. But
at a recent conference in Jaffna, Maj.
General Sarath Fonseka, Jaffna area com-

mander said that certain parties operating
in the South, which he described as half
militant’ were behind journalist’s murder.

In March 2000, a bomb was hurled at the
home of Nellai Nadesan, Batticoloa cor-
respondent for the Virakesari newspaper.
Although the incident took place in a
high-security zone, where there were
checkpoints at every nook and corner, the
culprits were never apprehended and they
are still at large. Local sources blamed
pro- government Tamil militias for the
bomb, explosion.

In March 2001, A.S.M. Fazmi, Mannar
correspondent for Thinakural newspaper
(Colombo) was taken, for questioning by
Army’s Mannar Intelligence Unit. He was
accused of attempting to bribe the Army
and thereby tarnishing its image.

It was only a few days earlier, Thinakural
published a news item about the arrest
and rape of two Tamil women by mem-
bers of a counter-subversive unit in Man-
nar. Even after he was released, he was
reportedly receiving many threatening
calls.

Although your feature mentioned about
D. Sivaram. Editor, Tamil Net, it had sup-
pressed many details about the vilification
that was carried out against him by
some newspapers for reasons best known
to people behind it.

In June 2001, Thinakaran (Tamil) and the
Ceylon Daily News (both state-owned)

’ (for orders over $15 - takeaway only)
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and Divaina (owned by Upali group of
newspapers) published articles alleging
that Sivaram was working for the LTTE.
While the Daily News reported that alle-
gations had been made to that effect, Thi-
nakaran and Divaina published prominent
articles about him along with his photo-
graph. Incidentally,he was a journalist
with Divaina’s sister newspaper, The Is-
land in the 1990’.

Responding to this unwarranted public-
ity, he expressed fears that those articles
would prevent him from carrying out his
duties as editor of Tamil Net. He also said
that the publication of his real name
might endanger the safety of his wife and
children.

Though Colombo is the capital city with
tight security measures, two journalists-
N. Atputharaja, Editor, Thinamurasu and
Rohana Kumara, Editor, Satana-were shot
dead a few years ago. Police held investi-
gations, but they made no headway and as
usual, the killings have been consigned to
limbo of forgotten things. It should be

mentioned here that the prevailing state of
relative peace in Jaffna for around two
years has not prevented security forces
personnel from harassing journalists. In
October, four journalists from Jaffna
newspapers who went to cover a clash
between the public and police were as-
saulted with battons. According to those
journalists, they were set upon by police
even after showing the press accreditation
card issued by the St Lankan govemn-
ment’s Department of Information.
Therefore it is obvious to one and all that
your feature is an example of a biassed
piece of journalism as it has made a futile
attempt to show that press freedom still
remains a mirage only in the LTTE ruled
areas of North-East.

In actual fact, press freedom still remains
a mirage in all areas of Sri Lanka due to
security forces personnel, politicians, un-
derworld gangs, goons and all and sundry
taking law into their hands and riding
rough shod over media personnel
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"Avasaram Yenakkoru Manivi Vendum"
is the moving story of a divorced English
women helping a Sri Lankan in England,
by pretending to be his wife so that he can
continue his stay in Britain." Though it is
a contractual arrangement, she falls in
love with him. The subtel feelings to love
are beautifully brought out in this story."

B St Quesiwewnfl, Geniensts Quest
LGNS .. B0BIenS  BenarEh ... BB

Qem_iéf 22 UsD)

™



®_gud, December 2003 / January 2004 13

5
.
-
0
9
=0

, 3} 9766 ?252

sles puml JesA e

= Hundreds of Tamil & Hindi DVD’s on SALE!

All new Tltles

PYRAMID DVD’s on specnal

Mail order welcome

Visit your
Bulk Discount Store
INDO CEYLON SPICES

S, asmoust, Saudhdln, Beudasn, einiush 28 Sinclair Road,

HITSUGET eI il HLITE06D 5ILIT) siHIDL BT
A& TamsuBLIFUTs0 Credit Card ppsuib LIsIomD SaFaId
dysarrsl Sz n Tsmeudh GBI,

Dandenong 3175, Australia
email: ics@net2000.com.au

Ph: (03) 9794 0466
Fax: (03) 9706 1592

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

= i P wiraghtggls:

T



14 e gub, December 2003 / January 2004

National
Multicultural Festival

Australia’s largest celebration of
cultural diversity, the National
Multicultural Festival, gets un-
derway in Canberra next year
with a stellar line-up of perform-
ers, artists, musicians, exhibi-
tions, film and food.

From 6 to 15 February, the 2004

National Multicultural Festival

will bring Canberra to life with

colour, music, dance, art, theatre

and entertainment every day for
10 days.

One of southern India’s best
. Kumar, will arrive on Australian
shores for the first time next
Dance Troupe partticipate in the
2004 National Multicultural
Festival. Ms Kumar has studied
Kuchipudi dancing from the age

of seven, and toured the world

showcasing the umique style of
Kuchipudi dancing with its
rhythmic footwork and sculptur-
esque body movements.

She is also a disciple of the re-
nowned dancing duo Jaya Rama
and Vanashree Rao; credited
with bringing Kuchipudi to m-
ternational attention.

Bobby Cash is India’s only
country singer and he is about to
grace Australian shores again
for the 2004 National Multicul-
tural Festival.

Also one of India’s finest classi-
cal singers, Sandipan Samajpati,
will be showcasing his rich vo-
cal talents in the concert Raga-
mala on 10 February for the
2004 National Multicultural
Festival.

Ragamala will feature a variety
of songs off Sandipan’s latest
album of the same name and be
backed by the talents of Hiran-
may Mitra on harmonium and
Bobby Singh on Tabla.

Indian Country Mucic Singer
Bobby Cash will be performing
two concerts at the National
Press Club on 7 and 14 February
and he will also be part of the
Festival Opening Concert on 5
February.

He has been described as having
the voice of Glenn Campbell
and the looks of Imran Khan.
Bobby Cash is India’s only
country singer and he is about to
grace Australian shores again
for the 2004 National Multicul-
tural Festival. This Hindi pop
star turned cowboy, says while
he is already an established pop
music artist in India, country
music has always been his first
love.

Bobby, born Bal Kishore Das
Lowe, grew up in the foothills
of the Himalayas in the small
Indian village of Dehradun
where songs by some of the big-
gest country artists were played
on the radio. Country music be-
came a passion for Bobby’s en-
tire extended family and in-

spired both Bobby’s stage name

“They’re very tied to their roots,
their home towns, their family,
their parents, and I think country
music is so much about these

things.”

For further information phone
6205 0272. Details of the full
Festival program (including im-
ages) are at wWww.
multiculturalfestival.com.au.

Awards for Excellence
: Presented

BT TIOHBTGNT FIPT6N60
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The Govemor of Victoria, John Landy, AC, MBE and Mrs. Lynne
Landy, hosted the presentation ceremony for “Victoria’s Awards for
Excellence in Multicultural Affairs’ at Government House.

The Viciorian Multicultural Commission (VMC) established the
Awards program last year, to recognise and reward the contributions
of individuals and organisations to the promotion of Victoria’s multi-
cultural advantage and the progression of community harmony.

Among the list of successful individual nominations and citations
Three people from South Asia were awarded.

Dr T Janardhna Rao, OAM for his seivices to the Indian Community
in Victoria.

Mr. Soma Kumarasamy Somasundram for his services to Tamil
speaking communities and his voluntary assistance to establishing the
Hindu Society of Victoria.

Mr. Mithrasena Walakumbura Gamage for his services to Sri Lankan
communities and in particular his voluntary services in the area of lan-
guage teaching in the northern suburbs. (VMC Media releases)
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Australian Migration &

sSettiement Services

3rd Floor, Suite 306, 125 Swanson Street,
Melbourne, Vic 3000

Tel: (03) 9654 8611 / Fax: (03) 9654 8622
Mobile: 0413 888 476 / Web: www.austmss.com

THINKING OF MIGRATION

TO AUSTRALIA OR NEW ZEZLAND?

Talk to us

Skilled Migration / Onshore Students / Spouse/
Family / Business & Student Admission

We will
accept cases
if only

Call EDWARD or SUSAN
Redg Mig Agents: 0004935 & 0100058
MMIA 1006 & 1229

there is a
real chance of
success

Our best record - Onshore
Overseas Student visa granted in 2 days
Free evaluation weekend consultation available
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Bishen Singh Bedi Honoured
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Former Indian left arm spin bowler, Bishen Singh Bedi was recently
in Melbourne to be part of a veterans cricket match for charity. He had
many engagements which included a function at the ‘Phulwari’ Indian
restaurant, Ringwood.

The evening was organised by the Punjabi Association of Victoria.
Bedi was presented with a plaque to honour him for his visit and con-
tribution to the game of cricket. Prominent Association, other commu-
nity leaders, family and friends were present at the dinner cum presen-
tation event. Bedi thanked the community for the honour and support
he got during his visit to Melbourne.
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Memories of

Sri Lankan Agriculture and
Veterinary Graduates Dinner 2003

To overcome the potential threat of digital divide,
Tamil Nadu’s minister has proposed all computer

terms be translated to "Madras Tamil"

Open =GsTn, el

Close = Qur 38 5CsT

Close All = siouigemsid CuTHHHGHT
Print Preview = uig g (fsnie
View =)6@&a|0

Cut = Ga' O - &H3!

Paste = ' (B

Paste Special =pevsur 615616510 L6
File = -Gauiigy

Save = GaudabGa

Save as = pCu Bl CaidadeaHT
Save All = 611G SUI0GRIGHEHGHT

Find = ¢s®

Find Again = @diGami@msiun CsH

Move = gsialemel

Zoom = QuigTdHeT [H

Zoom Out =Gausiievaibgl GUIFTEST B

Zoom In =o_stemmGuil CUTSTESTLH

New =ysi5

Replace = @0 558158 25CaCuT®
353159 )56 CGur®

Run = @G\enperT

Execute = G&Ted ey

Delete = af8® / grr1CuT®

Tools =eVLs&T M)

Toolbar! = evLsar GFL

Exit = @L-prGL_us

Compress = (LpSSICLITH

Scrollbar =@)5Gs mGs HyowTSTGL

Next = LILymLd
Previous = ((peTRTTEISTL 19
Trash bin = GLIewLS6 ST 19

Drag & hold =pebewr @QupssiLs g
Double click = Qrasr®@sTUTSL® /C&TL-®

Do you want to delete selected item? =
OuiiwurayG § Qeraneans FI&SDeuT?

Do you want to move selected item? =
QuiiurayGw $ Qeraanas sL_FL_aim?

Do you want to save selected item? =
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Abort, Retry, Ignore = @ajL tlledbewri g
YL GG

Yes, No, Cancel =@uiGur @erarm
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General protection fault =stédemi s
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Unrecoverable error =1it_mGuLiggm@GLo
Operation illegal = Guiorel], sTay@rTs8),
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Shutdown = eprg D IIGLm
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'GLEN WAVERLEY HOUSE
FOR LEASE
| An independent house in Glen Waveﬂey Area-3
bed-rooms + Study — 2 Toilets, ducted gas heating,
lovely kitchen and huge laundry, Air Coninthe
dining and Master Bed Room, huge garage /car-
port to accomnzodate3or4cars $270 pw ono.

Losg—term %asepreferred—Avaﬂabﬁe from : ,;

Contact (03) 9561 5633 "'isr
~ email: igsystech@yahoo.com.au

252 Blackbourne Road, Glen Waverley, Vic 3150. Phone: (03) 9886 5500
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Youth Corner

1: How many eggs do a Queen Ant lay
in one day?

A Queen Ant lays about 1 million eggs a
day.

2: How many members in a colony of
ants?

In a colony of ants there are around 5 mil-
lion members.

3: When threatened, many snakes pro-
duce warning sounds some hiss, others
rattle. What sound does a Sonora Coral
Snake make when they feel threatened?

When a Sonora Coral Snake is threatened
the best it can do is fart.

4: After mating, what does a female
spider do to her mating partner?

After mating a female spider eats her
male mater.

5: How many muscles do a cat have in
each ear?

A cat has 32 muscles in each ear.

6: How long is a memory span ofa
goldfish?

A goldfish has a memory span of 3 sec-
onds.

obinvale Reporterl
AMAZL

By Melissa MorgaN and
Stephanie Reed

7: Which fish is the only one that can
blink with both eyes?

The only fish that can blink with both
eyes is a shark.

Bharathi Academy
P.0O.Box 1357, Clayton South
Vic 3169 Tel: (03) 9551 2903

Chris Swmpson

Q1-Where could we find the Siberian
Tiger?

A-We could find the Siberian Tiger in the
forests of Eastern Asia, Northern China,
and Mancuria.

Q2-What kind of features does the Si-
berian Tiger have?

A-The Siberian Tiger has very sharp
teeth, huge retractable claws, and black
stripes on orangish fur.

Q3-Amazingly the Siberian Tiger isan
endangered species, why?

A-It’s just so hard to find room these
days, there are less than 5,000 species
around the world today.

Q4-What is the tiger’s scientific name?
A-The Siberian Tigers scientific name is
‘Panthera Tigris.’

Q5-What is the range of a Siberian
roar?

A-The Siberians Tigers roar can be heard
over one mile away.

Aemy oY), B Uf ey
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It was the lack of enlightened
leadership among the Tamils
that was instrumental for their
plight. The few Tamil community
leaders who did give leadership
were silenced permanently
(Vinayagamoorthy DDC mem-
ber) and the others were "Gated"
or silenced by the Tamil armed

groups.

Both the Tamil community and
the Muslims suffered the same
fate from the time of the coloniza-
tion of the Gal Oya Valley. The
drainage waters of Gal Oya per-
manently submerge large tracts of
very fertile paddies along the
coastline belonging to the two
communities. Large tracts of
Paddy land belonging to them
were forcibly occupied and culti-
vated by the Sinhalese.

The kachcheri at Amparai was
Sinhala dominated and the Tamil
speaking Muslims and Tamils had
to conduct their affairs in a lan-
guage alien to them. The Sinhala
politicians too, under the guise of
taking over lands for sugar culti-
vation vested the lands belonging
to the indigenous population and
then handed it over to Sinhala
encroachers. The district capital
of Amparai is devoid of any shops

belonging to Tamil or Muslim.,

The ancient Hindu temple in Am-
parai is surely an exception.

The Tamil community was the
"King maker" when it came to
parliamentary elections. It was
they who decided the Member of
Parliament for the electorates of
Kalmunai; Pottuvil; Ninthavur
and Sammanthurai. It was this
that led to Muslim politicians like
Gate Mudaliyar M.S. Kariapper,
late M. M. Mustapaha and Mr. M.
C. Ahamed to contest under the
Federal party.

The Muslim politicians too were
never against the Tamil commu-
nity. It was late Mr. A M. Merza
(M.P. Kalmunai) who led the
walk-out of the Tamil speaking
UNPers when the party decided to
promulgate Sinhala as the state
language in the fifties. The inde-
pendent members of Parliament
late Mr. M.LM. Abdul Majeed
and Mr. M.A. Abdul Majeed took
very active part in the satyagraha

~ campaign against the introduction

of "SRI" number plates to vehi-
cles. Late Mr. M.M. Mustapaha
was one of the victims at Galle
Face where the Sinhala Goons
manhandled Federal Party parlia-
mentarians. They agitated for
Tamil representation at every de-
limitation commission.

The educated Tamils always emi-
grated from their traditional vil-
lages. The "Vellala" landowners
of the village too did not reside in

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

their birthplace. This Brain Drain
affected the quality of leadership
in the Tamil villages in the Ampa-
rai district. This was not so in the
Muslim areas. The landed pro-
prietors considered it a necessity
to live near their lands, the edu-
cated Muslims too stuck like glue
to the places of their birth. This
may have been the reasons behind
late R.W. Ariyananayagam, father
of the present M.P. Mr. Nehru and
a pioneer Federal party executive
committee member to support the
candidature of the Independent
Mr. M.A. Abdul Majeed to the
Pottuvil seat in the sixties. It was
the lack of enlightened leadership
among the Tamils that was instru-
mental for their plight. The few
Tamil community leaders who did
give leadership were silenced per-
manently (Vinayagamoorthy
DDC member) and the others
were "Gated" or silenced by the
Tamil armed groups.

Mr. Niraj David’s contention is
truthful in that the "Muslims" he
refers to are the home guards and
Muslim hooligans but never the
Muslim politicians. The present
day Muslim politicians are only
responding to the organized and
willful damage to the communal
amity that prevailed in the Ampa-
rai district by the armed Tamil
youths. Further how could one
imagine of a Muslim plan when
the members of the Sri Lanka

Muslim Congress have them-
selves divided into many factions
and so have their members of par-
liament. I would like to enlighten
him on what took place in the
Sammanthurai during and after
the dominance of the Tamil armed
youth groups.

Sammanthurai has a significant
population (15%) of Tamils. The
member of Parliament created a
separate Multi Purpose society for
the Tamils, his father founded the
co-operative agricultural sales
society and its treasurer, was al-
ways a Tamil, the vice-chairman
of the town council was Tamil
(only one Tamil member), the
annual celebrations of the two
Hindu kovils in a Sammanthurai
drew sizeable numbers of Mus-
lims. It was a town where com-

By A.R. Mohamed Ali

munal amity was at its best.

Events that marred the communal
harmony was after the advent of
the Tamil armed youths and the
Indian peace keeping force. It is
pertinent to mention at this junc-
ture the Muslim leadership of
Sammanthurai went to the aid of
the Tamil village of Karaitheevu
when it was attacked by the STF
influenced Muslims from
Malikaikadu in 1984.

A notable event was a herd of
cattle owned by the Karaitheevu
villagers was being robbed and
spirited away, the brother of the
M.P. of the area by the name of
Mushtag Ali prevented the rob-
bery and returned the animals to
the Tamil cattle owners. The prize
he received was death on the mid-
dle of the public road and the as-
sailants were members of the
armed Tamil group. A fitting trib-
ute but at the cost three children
all under four years of age and a
young widow.

A Tamil publication of the Sam-
manthurai Publications Burean,
grand mosque, Sammanthurai by
the name of "Eelathin Innumoru
Moolai" gives a graphic account
of the damage to people and prop-
erty belonging to the Samman-
thurai village before the Eelam
War II. A good part of the dam-
age was being under authorship of
the now peace loving Tamil
groups - PLOTE, TELO and
EPRLF.

The advent of the IPKF saw many
Tamil youths who were once
daily paid workers of the Muslims
carrying T56 weapons: parading
the streets of the village "Hunting
LTTEers."This prompted the
Chairman of the Peace Committee
of Sammanthurai to address a let-
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ter to the Commander of the IPKF
that their hunt for the LTTE was not
the streets of Samanthurai. The gun
carrying youths are only adding fuel
to the fire on the already existing
tension. He also resigned his chair-
manship in protest on the 10th of
May 1989. Just four days after-
wards, a mortar attack was launched
on a section of the Sammanthurai
village completely destroying 627
brick houses and made all its in-
mates flee.

The whole village ran into mosques
and the 30,000 Muslim population
became refugees in one night. They
remained so for over three months.
All these happened while a 30
strong TPKF contingent was sta-
tioned from the place near to the
origination of the mortar attack. The
marauding armed youths com-
pletely robbed all the belongings
and even doors and windows of the
damaged houses. The village of
Sammanthurai lost 132 lives. 120
seriously injured, 627 houses and 3
mosques completely damaged dur-
ing the period 1984-1991. There
were many more deaths and dam-
ages after 1991 too.

At a subsequent conference chaired
by the then Minister of Security late
Ranjan Wijeratne, the IPKF com-
mander Dougall gave his short post-
ing time as the reason that pre-
vented them from taking pro-active
action. It was this that made late
President Premadasa to call for the
IPKF to leave Sri Lanka.

The damage to life and property of
the Tamil brethren was by Muslim
hooligans and home guards accord-
ing to Mr. David. The latter is a part
of the security forces but how do
you expect sane, right thinking
Muslim elders to prevent the Mus-
lim hooligans from causing damage
to life and property of the Tamil
neighbours when armed youths plan
and cause damage to life and prop-
erty of the Muslim community.

The Muslim leadership was si-
lenced by the atrocities of organized
armed Tamil youths. Further the
Sammanthurai Kali Amman Kovil
was never destroyed but miscreants
robbed being unattended for many
months. Some Hindu temples Mr.
David mentioned has been sold off
by the Tamil owners.

mlticom Intermatiomal KM
For The Future Technology”™

settle down by giving them brides
from their clan. So says
"Mattakalapu Manmiam" by F.X.
J. Nadarajah, a respected Tamil
author of the area.

We, the Tamil and Muslim commu-
nity have from time immemorial
lived in peace and harmony. Our
villages are situated like a pittu-
pittu and pol kudu. The vast acreage
of paddy lands owned by the Mus-
lims is dotted with small Tamil vil-
lages. The paddy fields belonging to
Tamils and Muslims are side by
side getting water from the same
rivulet. Our cultures are more akin
to each others than to the Jaffna
Tamils.

A statue of a Muslim Pathan was
erected at the entrance to the
Hindu temple at Kurukalmadam
and escaped destruction from the
Tamil militant youths due to the
intervention of a village elder. It
is now standing in the backyard of
the temple. "Pattani Pooja" was a
regular feature in Hindu temples
of the area in recognition of the
Pathan’s help. Let us hope the pre-
sent peace process will help in the
restoration of these practices and
communal harmony in the Ampa-
rai district.

It is also pertinent to mention that
the ‘predominantly " Mukkuvar" clan
of the Tamils will never forget the
help and assistance given by the
Muslim "Pathans” in driving out the
marauding "Timilars" and perma-
nently saving the harvest of paddy.
The "Mukkuvars" forcibly got a
large number of these Muslims to

In summarizing the situation of
Amparai Tamils, Mr. David has

Community Diary

12/13 Dec - .Swami Sridharanandaji, a senior monk of the Sri
Ramakrishna Math, is delivering the following FREE lectures: 1) 12
December, 7.30 pm - 9 pm, Topic: Mundaka Upanishad. 2) 13
December, 3 pm - 4.30 pm, Topic: Bhagavad Gita Chapter 2. Venue:
Lecture Theatre 1.1.33, Holmesglen Institute of TAFE, Chadstone
Campus, Building 1, Ground Floor, Vic.3148 (MELWAY 69F1)

01 Jan Jaffna Hindu College Annual Cricket Tournament.
Further details from Arunagirinathan 9547-8268; Thaventhiran 9759-
5935 .

26 Jan Indian republic day. The Honorary Consulate of India will be
celebrating its 54th Republic Day at 15 Munro Street, Coburg at
10.00am. All are invited to attend the Flag Raising ceremony. Light
refreshments will be served after the ceremony. RSN P. . Fer
catering purposes, please call the Indian Consulate, on 9386 7399, by
January 22nd 2004.

10th June 2004 - Annual Open Competition - 9am cricket, 2pm
netball and athletics. Burwood East Reserve (Mel Rf 62C8) -
Organised by Mahajanas of Victoria.
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seven points for consideration.

cerned.

It would therefore be more apt if

The Amparai Muslims too would the word Muslim read as Muslim/
like the same seven points to be Tamil and the word Hindu read as
considered as far as they are con-

Hindu/ Muslim places of worship.

Come and taste our delicious food or
TAKE RWAY

OPEN 7 DAYS

LUNCH - WED. to FRI.

Order now &

GET 10%
S 12:00 TO 2.30 PM
OFF all take 2
aways DINNER - TUE. to SUN.

5.30 PM TO 10.00 PM

Shop 7, 248 Clyde Road, Berwick

(03) 9702 6200
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Austratian Owned Funeral Directors

FOR PERSONAL ATTENTION TO FUNERAL
ARRANGEMENTS IN KEEPING WITH
SRI-LANKAN AND INDIAN TRADITIONS

PLEASE CONTACT -

HARVEY SCHUILING - FUNERAL CONSULTANT

PHONE: (03) 9547 7711 or (03) 9764 4387
MOBILE: 0419 874 374
Fax: 9755 8363
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Violin

Llegsoins
(Karnatic)

at East Burwood
on Sundays
By Nagaraj Iyer
Learn ragas, classical music,

devotional songs and bajans.
Both theory and practical les-

Sons.
Call (03) 98844994
BHARATHI ACADEMY
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Melbourne Bala
Perth Ramkumar

UTHAYAM

ADVERTISMENT ENQUIRIES
P.O. Box, 3170, Wheelers Hill, Vic 3150
Phone / Fax: (03) 9561 0242 or contact

(03)97953568
(08) 9332 3978

T0 PLACE AN ADVERTISEMENT

REC. 11743

Commercial - Domestic - Industrial

(03) 9841 7360 & 0404 098 136

RAVI JAMES ASSOCIATES
87 Beaty Street,
Ivanhoe, Vic 3079
Ph. 9614 3588 (BH)
9497 3738 (AH)

'HONE UTHAYAM CONTACTS ON PAGE 2
SSUE OR $100 PER YEAR

MARLAR STORES
Open 7 Days

MELBOURNE

LION of INDIA
Tandoori Indian Cuisine

35A Canara Road, || 349 Keilor Road,
Westminister, WA 6061 || North Essendon, Vic 3041

08 9440 0420 || Phone: 9379 2161
VIDEOS & GROCERIES

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Food Court & Restaurant
213 - 215 Blackburn, Road

Syndal, 3149
Ph: (03) 9803 9668

S




rd Tamil,TéIu’gu_&Kénnada
VCDs, DVDs & Videos

~ FROZEN FISH
FROM BANGLADESH
Hilsha, Katla, Ruhi, Baila, Shoil, Kajoil, Papda, Koi Fisﬁ
TAKE AWAY - 100% HALAL FOOD

CHEF SPECIALS
Traditional Indian & Pakistani
Dum Biryani
Nihari, Haleem, Shami Kebab & Kofta

CATERING SERVICES

We cater for outdoor parties & private functions at
~ very affordable prices

'OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
- 10:00 am - 9:00 pm

SARAWAN Halal Poultry §
Goat Meat avaiable
Everyday
100% Halal Meat

« Guaranteed Top Quality
Fresh Chicken & Goat Meat Everyday

« Best Prices in Town
Wholesale prices direct to Sarawan customers

Designed by Abirame Publications - (03) 9803 8787

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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